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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

The assarancc that the following production of the 
immortal and beloved reformer, Luther, would be 
Mceptable and benelieial to etery lover of divine 
and experimental troth, waa the motive that led the 
Translator to present it, in an English versioD, to the 
British church of Christ* 

No commendatory remarka are needed : the work 
itaelf will at cnee apeak Iti own worth. The trans- 
lator would only observe, that in the following 
>I ANUAL Commentary on the Book of Psaloas, Luther 
baa most divinely, experimentally, and beautifoUy 
opened np-^the vanity and delosion of all forms 
(even a gospel ''form'') of godliness, withoQt the 
known and possessed "power" thereof; — ^the op- 
position and malicious persecution which the real 
diaciples of Christ ever meet with from the wicked, 
and, above all, from hypocrites la religion ; — the trae 
and only grounds of a Christian man's liope, peace, 
and salvation ; which are, a trust and rest alone in 
the grace, rigiiteonsness, and atonement of our Lord 
JTesns Christ the blessedness of a nation where the 
pure word and worship uf God p^uide, and are uplield 
by, its throne and government; and the sure destruc- 
tion of a kingdom when its magistrates act againit 
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that word and worship ; — and finally, the glory of 
all the creatures of God, the aboundlog goodness of 
God in them, and the infinite blessedness of their 

lawful use. 

Lather takes occasion also, from numberless pas* 
sages in the Psalmst to describe, point out, and dts- 
tingnish the trae chnrch of God in the midst of the 
earth) and the signs by which she may be known 
from all other ch arches ; — that she is that* company 
of poor and afflicted people, who are hardened with 
sins, filled with fears, cohered with infirmities, and 
despised by the world, and considered both by the 
wicked, and by formal professors of religion, to be 
the last people likLcly to be the charch of God. 
He lepeatedly shews, liowever, that snch, not- 
withstanding their rejection by all, are the trae 
people and church of God ; and that it is unto such, 
and such only, that all the promises of grace and 
merey in Christ, and of help, provision, aad defence 
in this world, are made ; * For (saith Lother) if joa 
will look through the whole Bible, you will find, 
that God is not the God of the rich, the proud, the 
aecore, fcc bot of the poor, the fearfni, the afflicted, 
and the helpless ; who cannot do withoot his daily 
mercy and help, either in the things of this world, 
or of that which is to come/ 

That the great and heavenly things thas opened 
by the admired Luther may be nnderstood and en- 
joyed by every reader uf the following manual, is the 
desire aad prayer of, 

Thb Tbanslatob. 

Uighiury Place^ hlimgim^f 

June 8, 1837. 
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other invalwEbiB produdumt of LiUher, idiieh have never 
before been trmuMei inio English, are in hand^ and wUl dutff 

appear : whichf added to the four vols, of " Select H'vrks" the 
" Bandage <tf the im;' and the work '* en Pcperif," just pnb- 
U^ed by Meesn. NMei, fviU fmt the English Chweh ef Chriet 
in possession of all the holy Reformer's works which are the most 
caleuhted to be afdimne ben^ to her. 
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MARTIN LUTH£R TO HIS FRIEND. 



I AM unwilling to acknowledge that >ou aic right 
in being so indasirious to publish abroad my poor 
productions : I fear yoo are actuated too much by 
favour towards me. As to myself, I am wholly dis- 
satisfied with niy works on the Psalms : not so much 
on account of the sense which I have given^ which I 
believe to be true and genuine, as on account of the 
verbosity, confusion, and undigested chaos of my 
commentaries altogether. The liook of Psalms is 
a book, my Commentaries on which, from want of 
time and leisure, I am obliged to conceive, digest, 
arrange, and prepare all at once. For I am over- 
whelmed with occupation. I have two sermons to 
preach in a day : I have to meditate on the Psalms : 
I have to consider over the letters which I receive 
by the posts (as they are called) and to reply to my 
enemies : I have to attack the Pope's Bulls in both 
languages : and I have to defend myself. (To say 
nothing about the letters of my friends which I have 
to answer, and varioas domestic and casual engage* 
ments to which I am obliged to attend !) 

You do well, therefore, to pray for me ; for I am 
oppressed with many afflictions, and much hindered 
from the performance of my sacred duties ;^my 

B 
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2 LUTHER'S LETTER TO HIS FRIBUD. 

whole life is a cross to me ! 1 Lave now in hand the 
xxii. PsaliUy My God, my God, &c. ; and I had 
hopes of oonpletiDg a Commentary on the whole 
Book of Psalms, if Christ should give as a sufficient 
interval of peace, so that I could devote my whole 
time and attention to it : but now, X cannot devote 
a fourth part of my time to such a purpose : nay^ 
the time that I do doTOte to it, is hot a few stolen 

moniL nts. 

You do right in admouisbing me of my want of mo- 
deration : I feel my deficiency mjcself ; but 1 find that 
I haTc not command o?er my own mind : I am carried 
away from myself, as it were, by a certain vehement 
seal of spirit, while I am conscious that I wish evil 
to no one, though all my adversaries press in upon 
me with such maddened fury : so that, in fact, I have 
not time to consider who my enemies are, nor what 
various treatment they require. Pray, therefore, the 
Lord for me, that I may have wisdom to speA and 
write that which shall please him and become me, 
and not what may appear becoming to them. And 
now, farewell in Christ 



. WUumi^rgf A. D. 1521. 



MARTIN LUTHER'S PREFACE TO THE 
BOOK OF PSALMS. 

Makt of the old and godly fathers have highly 6X« 
tolled the Book of Psalms, above all the other books 
of the Scripture, and have testified their exceeding 
fondnesa and partiality for them. And indeed thia 
book, though small, deserves to be reeommended 
above aJI others, (if a difference may be made) : 
though the Psalms of David do not want the aid of 
borrowed encomioms, for thejearrj with them an 
abnndanee of self-recommendation ; and in them is 
the oid proverb verified, which says ' The work proves 
the workman/ Therefore^ I have not put my hand 
to this book for the pnrpose of parading before the 
world an eneominm upon it, sinee it so amply com- 
mends itself; but that I might, according to the best 
of my abiiity, present those that fear God with my 
judgment npon its all-ezoelling contents. 

In the years that are past we have seen an infinity 
of books handed about in the world, but all most 
insipid and worthless ; which, behind an apparently 
honest and plansible title, (for they were prefaced 
with the sentiments and examples of the saints) con* 
tained the most nugatory fables, and the most baie- 
faced lies. The world, therefore, was everywhere 

so filled with writings of this kind, the most foolish^ 

B s 
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and at the same time the most impioas, that the 
Psalms themselves were disregarded and thrust 
into darkness, and we had not one Psalm rightly in- 
terpreted or understood. And yet, ns this sweet 
book of David continued to be sung in all our 
churches^ and to be chanted over so many thousand 
times in these incessant rounds and forms of prayer, 
— even by this frigid use of the Psalms, bad as it 
was, some small savor of life was diffused abroad 
among many that were of an honest and good heart ; 
and from these words themselves only, though not 
understood, those that feared God drank in some 
little sweetness of the breath of life, and some small 
taste of consolation, like the faint fragrance which is 
found in the air that is hot far from a bed of roses* 
Their experience was tike also unto a simple man 
passing throagh a flowery ami sweet-siiu llinf; niea- 
dow, who, though he knew not the peculiar nature 
and properties of the flowers and herbs, yet found 
his senses regaled with the general fragrance. 

I would say what I think of the Psalms in a few 
words thus : — I believe, for my part, that there is no 
book under heaven, either of histories or examples, 
to be compared to the Book of Psalms. Wherefore, 
if it were ri^lit to ask of God, and, if such were our 
soul's desire, that all the greatest excellences and 
most choice experiences of all the true saints 
should be gathered and collected from the wbole 
church siucc it has existed, and slioiild be most 
briefly and appropriately condensed into the focus 
of one book ; if God, I say, should permit any most 
spiritual and most gifted man to form and concen** 
tratc such a book from all the excellences of the 
saints, and from the flower of tlie facts recorded in 
the whole scripture (which might be done) such a 
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LUTHER'S FREFACB. 5 

book would be what the Book of Psalms is, or like 
UQto it. For in the Book of Psalms we liave not the 
life of one of the saints only, but we have the expe- 
rience of Christ bimselfy the head of all the aaints, 
for be is set forth in those Psalms: we have, more- 
over, the feelings and experiences of al! the faithful, 
both under their sorrows and under their joys, both 
in their adveraity and their prosperity: bow they 
condooted tbemsel?es towards God, towards their 
friends, and towards their enemies: how ihc> acted 
in various perils and aiflictions* in the midst of temp- 
tations, and onder the greatest necessities* 

And moreover, in addition to the great and blessed 
doctrines and instiuctions in godliness which it em- 
braces, the Book of Psalms ought to be most dearly 
and highly prised by os on this accoont; — ^because it 
contains such clear prophecies concerning the death 
and resurrection of Christ, and holds forth such t;reat 
and gracious promises concerning the kingdom of 
Christy the spread of the Gospel, and the state of the 
whole cbnrcb. So that yon may truly call the Book 
of Psalms, a little Bible ; for in it all ihings that are 
contained in the whole Bible are given to us in the 
most wonderfoliy brief and sweet manner, and con* 
densed into a most beaotifol manual. 

If God should himself hand down a book out of 
heaven and commend it to us with a divine voice, 
bow highly would you prise and yalne it, how 
greedily wonid you seize it? Be assured then that 
the Holy Spirit liimscU has written and handed down 
to us this Book of Psalms, as a form of prayer, in the 
same way as a father would give a book to his chil- 
dren. He himself has drawn up this manual for bis 
disciples; havin)^ collected together, as it were, the 
lives, groans, and experiences oi many thousands. 
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whose hwrU be alone tees and knows. If, iliereforet 

tliou canst not read the whole Bible, behold! Uioa 
mayest, by reading the Book of Psalais only, have 
not only a snmmary of all godlineas, bnt all godly 
ezeellenees, and tbe most spiritaal experlenoes. 

And a^ain, another erreat excellency of the Book 
of Psalms is this. In other scriptures and blstorieSt 
for the most part the works and bodily exereises only 
of the saints are deseribed : yon have Tory few histo- 
ries ^vllich ^ve yoa the words, expressions, and 
sighs of the saints, which are the indexes of the state 
of their minds* Bnt it is in these things that tbe Book 
of Psalms may be a feast of delight for the roedita* 
tions of the ?:odly. In these respects, therefore, the 
reading of a Psalm is pecaliarly sweet; because you 
have therein, notonly the works and acts of the saints, 
bnt their very words and expressions, nay, their sighs 
and groans to God, and the utterance in which they 
conversed with him during their temptations ; and all 
Aese are recorded in sneh a lively and descriptive 
manner, that those saints, though now dead, seem 
still to live and speak in the Psalms. 

Thus all other histories and lives of the saints, 
which describe their acts and works only, when com* 
pared to the Book of Psalms, set forth to as nothing 
more tlian dumb saints; and every thing that is re- 
corded of them is dail and lifeless* But in the 
Psalms, where the very expressions of those that 
prayed in faith are recorded, all things live, all things 
breathe, and living characters are set before ns in the 
most lively colours : the saints are represented to us 
as standing supported by their faith, even in the 
midst of aflictions and tribulations. A dumb man, 
indeed, is rather a lifeless post than a man ; for niao 
is distinguished from the brute creation by nothing 
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more than by tbe power of speech. A stone even, 

under the liand of the artificer, may represent the 
figure of a man. And, as to eating and drinking, 
all danb animaU oan do tiioae tbiiigs a« well as fae : 
they can use the organs of sense as well as he ; and 
indeed, as to strength of body, they have greatly the 
advantage of him. Hence» it is the power of speech 
that so distingaishes man frflln» and raises him abovOf 
the bmte creation : and that speech is the index of, 
and the mirror that reflects, the fiiind. 

As, therefore, the Psalms describe the words and ex- 
ptessioos of the saints^ they give as an exact pietare of 
their minds. For the Psalms record not those common 
and every where-heard expressions of the saints, but 
those ardent and pathetic utterances, by which, in real 
earnest, and nnder the f ery pressure of temptations, 
and in the Tcry wrestlings of their sonis, they poored 
out their hearts like Jacob, not before man, but before 
God i The Psalms give us, therefore, not only the 
works and words of the saints, but the very hidden 
treasure of their hearts' fbelittgs--'the very inmost 
sensations and motions of their soul. 

Wouldst thou see, then, the face and coontenance 
of Daf id, which he carried nnder ail those perils and 
sorrows with which the Lord exercised hfmf^then 
read the Psalms ; and they will p^ive thee not only the 
ontward David, but, more expressively still, the 
inner Datid; and that more descriptively than he 
eoold do it himself, if he were to talk with yon face 
to face. Wliat then are all other histories, which 
band about the singular works, and I know not what 
miracles of the saints ? I can see all the works and 
tfie miracles of the saints in these everywhere-to- 
be-had records, but I can see nothing of tlie feelings 
and sensations of their hearts. 
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Ai, tlMfefore, I had much nitlier hw David or aay 

sach eminent saint speak, than merely see ihe works 
or exercises ot his body ; so, mucli rather would I 
kaow tbe ioniost thtHighU of Da?id'« heart, and tko 
inward coafliets and atmggles of hit faith. Witk 
this knowledge the Psalras furnish us most satisfac- 
torily ; so that from them we can know what he felt 
and what ali the saiots felt, nnder their teniptatioQSt 
from the ardent expressions and elFasions whioh are 
uttered. For the human iieart is like a sliip in the 
midst of the sea, which is eoi^posed to the perils 
of the winds and the waYOS on every side, and 
made as it were their sport. For as the ship is snd-* 

denly assaulled, so trouble, and the fear of future 
evil, like a sodden tempest, assaults and disarms our 
minds : and then flow in eowardioe of spirit, and aor« 
row of heart, whieh, lilte the waves, ran over os and 
threaten to overwhelm us every moment. 15 y mid hy, 
again, tbe confidence inspired by prosperity carries 
tts op to heaven in full sail; and then, seearitjr under 
onr present prospects dashes unexpectedly oar ship 
against a rock. These, I say, and the numberless 
other evils and perils of this life, tend to arouse and 
stir up the saints, and teach and hring them to sigh 
and groan from the recesses within, to pour out their 

whole hearts, and to cry with their whole souls unto 
heaven* The complaints of those who thus grieve 
and groan in troth, are far more ardent than theirs' 
who only feign sorrows and straits of mind : jast 
as the man, who feels joyful and glad in reality, dis- 
covers a far greater gladness, hilarity, and eiLultatioa 
in his eonntenance, expressions, and whole appear* 
anee, than he who only smoothes his brows with a 
feigned rejoicing. 
The expressions contained in the Fsalms, then, as 
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I lutve mid, are attered under the Irae anil leal feeU 

ings of tlie heart; and the gieatcf part uf thcni con- 
tain the palhetic and ardent utterances of the heart 
uder evefy kind of aiBictien and tomptatioii. Bat 
wIiereTer U10 feelioga of joy are deaeribed, yon will 
never find the sensations of a heart, filled with glad- 
ness and exuitaliou, more signiiicantly and expres- 
siTelj described, than in the Paaims of tbaokflgiving^ 
or the PaaliDi of praife. There yoa may look into 
the hearts of the saints, as into paradise, or into the 
opened heaven; and may see, in thegreateiit variety, 
all the beautifal and flourishing flowers, or the most 
hiiiliaiit stars, as it were, of their npspri^ging affec-» 
tioos towards God for his benefits and blessings. 

On the other hand, you will never find the straits, 
the sorrows, and the pains of a distressed mind any 
where desoribed ta a more ezpressiTo manner than 
in the Psalms of temptations, or of complaints ; as in 
Psalm vi. and the like ; where you see all dark and 
gloomy, all fuil of anguish and distress, under a 
sight and sense of divine wrath, and the working 
of despair. 

And so again, where the Psalms are speaking of 
hope or fear, they so descrihe those feelings in their 
tnte and natiTC colonrs, that no Demosthenes or Ci-* 
eero oonld ever eqnal them in liveliness, or descrip* 

tiveness of expression. For, as I have bcturc ob- 
served, the Psalms have this peculiarity of excel- 
lenee above aii other books of description^-^that the 
saints, whose feelings and sensations are therein set 
forth, did not speak to the wind, under those their 
exercises and contlicts, nor to an earthly friend, but 
unto, and before, Godhimself, and in the sight of God. 
And it is this that above all things gives a serioasaesa^ 
and reality to the feelings,— it is this that affects, 
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as it were, the vary bones and tlie mfTOW»«— when a 

creature feels itself speaking in the very sigbt and 
presence of its God ! Bat when we are speaking 
otberwise» and complaining to a Irieadt or to a man 
only, oor necessities are not so keenly and really felt ; 
OQr feelings are not so ardent, real, and poignant. 

The Book of Psalms, therefore, as it contains tbese 
real feelings of the saints, is a book so aoiversalJiy 
adapted and nsefnl to all Christians, that whatever 
one that truly fears Ood may be soffering, or nader 
what temptation soever he may be, he may lind, in 
the Psalms, feelings and expressions exactly suited 
to his ease; just as mnch so as if the Psainui had 
been indited and composed from his own personal 
afflictions. 

It ought, therefore, godly soul, to be a great con- 
solation to thee when the Psalms truly suit and 
delight thee« There is a saying of Qoinotilian left on 
record, who says, ^ He that is truly delighted with 
Cicero may be assured that he has made a good 
progress : ' which I may not un appropriately tnm 
thus, — ^ He that is really delighted with^ and re- 
ceives consolation from, tiie Psalms of llavid, may 
be assured that he has arrived at some know- 
ledge and experience in divine things/ For when 
thoQ findest thyself under the same feelings that 
David was ; when the chords and strings of his harp 
are really re-echoed by the feelings and sensations 
of thy heart; then mayest assure thyself that thoa 
art in the congregation of the elect of God ; seeing 
that thou art afflicted in the same manner as they 
were afflicted, and that thou prayest with the same 
faithy sensations, and a^ections as they prayed. 
Whereas* to a cold and frigid reader^ destitute of 
faithi all these Psalms are insipid and unengagiDg. 
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Again, the Psalms are those parts of the lives of 
the saiBts, whicli you maj most safelj^ copy asd 
iflritate* Other lirts and hislorlei, wbieh donotaet 
totih the words and expressfoDS, but eertaiD works of 
the saints, contain many thins^s of the saints which 
we cannot imitate, such as certain signs and won- 
deriy and demonstrations of dirine power* And 
indeed some of flie recorded works of those who are 
considered to have been saints, are such that you 
eannot imitate them without eminent peril ; being 
sveh works as eaase sects and heresies, and draw os 
away from the unity of the Spirit ; of which we haTO 
abundant proof in monkery. But the Psalms calf ns 
away from all sects and divisions, to the unity oi the 
Spirit. They teach ns to maintain fear in prosperity, 
and not to east away oor hope in adTersity ; and 
thns to be of the same mind, to have the same de- 
sires, and to hare the same feelings and sensations 
with all the saints. 

In a word, if yon desire to see the Christian church 
painted forth, as it were, in a most beautiful picture, 
and in the most lively and descriptive colours, then 
take the Psalms into thy bands; this will be as an 
afl-clear mirror, which will represent to thee the 
whole church in its trne features; and if then be 
one that fears God it will present to thee a true 
picture of thyself: so that, according to the maxim 
of the philosopher of old, yptoBi fftavntw, thon wilt, by 
this book, come to a tme knowledge of thyself, nay, 
and also of God and all creatures. 

Let QS therefore watch over our hearts, and see 
that we be thankful in this oor day for this rcTclation 
of the word, for this nnspeakable gift of God. Let 
us use these precious gifts to the i^lory of God, and 
the good of our neighbour, lest we be made to suffer 
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the deaenred ponishmeiit of oor iogratitode* For 
not many years ago, daring that barbaroas blindness 

and ignorance, what a treasure should we Iiave had, 
if we had possessed one Psalm only, really and truly 
understood and set forth ; bat we had not so much 
as one! And now we are blessed with sneh an 
abandance of revelation — " Blessed therefore are the 
eyes wliiclj seethe thin^^s that wc see, and the ears 
which hear the things that we hear.'^ Bat how do 
I fear lest, like the Israelites in the desert* we shoald 
at length nanseate this manna and say, Our seals 
loathe this light food." But however, the despisers 
of the word shall bear their judgment, whoever they 
are, even as the Israelites bore the awfal jadgments 
wherewith God punished them. Bot may the Father 
of all niercies and the God of all consolation, keep 
and increase in us the knowledge of bis word, for 
Jesus Christ onr Lord's sake : to whom, for this 
Book of PsalroSy and for all the excellent gifts which 
lie has richly bestowed upon us, be praise and glory, 
for ever and ever ! Ameo I 
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MARTIN LUTH£R'S INTRODUCTORY 

ADMOMTION, 



Before I commence my Summaries, or subject- 
contents of the Psalms, I woald desire the reader 
to hear in mind that the Psalms eontained in this 

Book of David are of five different kinds. 

1. Some Psalms are Prophecies concerning Christ, 
the chnroh, the diiierent states of the choreh, and 
the yarioQs affliotions of the saints, &e. To this 
class belon^^ all those Psalms which contain promises 
and threatenings, — promises coDcerniDg the deliver- 
ances and salvation of the godlj ; and threatenings 
concerning the destraetion of the wieked. 

2. There are some Psalms which teach us what 
we ought to do, and what we ought not to do, ac- 
cording to the law of God* To this kind belong all, 
those Psalms which condemn hnman doctrines, and 
extol the majesty and authority of the word of God. 

3. There are Psalms of consolation ; which com- 
fort and lift up the hearts of those who are distressed, 
tempted, and afflicted by Satan and the world : and 
which, on the other hand, rebnke and terrify tyrants. 
To this class belong all those Psalms which minister 
consolation to the godly, and threaten the oppresisors 
with the jadgments of God. 
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4. There are sapplicatory Psalms, wherein the 
prophet aod others in their atiiictions call upon God 
in prajer and implore his heip. To this class belong 
all those Psalms which complain of persecations 
from the wicked. 

5. There are also Psalms of thauks^^iving; wherein 
tbanlcs are rendered to God for all his mercies and 
benefits, and for his deliTerance in varions times of 
need. To this class belong all those Psalms which 
celebrate the praises of God and land bim tor his 
works. These are the principal Psalms in the whole 
Book ; and these pecnliarly come nnder the denomi* 
nation of Psalms; for the whole Book was expressly 
written to praise God and to worship him according 
to the Pint Commaodment. Hence, in the Hebrew, 
the Book is called SBPHBR IL cHiLLnf : that is, the 
Book of Praiseii und Thanksgivin-:s. 

The reader, however, is to bear in mind also, that 
the Psalms are not to be nnderstood in a supersti- 
tious manner. He is not to suppose that every 
Psalm must be divided into these five particulars in 
certain verses^ for some Psalms contain two of 
these particnlan, some three^ and some all five of 
them : for, very often, the same Psalm coataina 
prophecy, doctrine, consolation, supplication and 
thanksgiving. But I have just made these remarks, 
that the reader may know that the Psalms contain 
these five particulars ; for knowing that, is of great 
heip, not only to the understanding of them, but to 
the perceiving of their order, to the bearing of them 
in memory, and to the perfect knowledge of them. 



THE BOOK OF PSALMS. 



PSALM I. 

The happmen qf the godly. — 'J 'he unhappinem qf the wtgodly* 

BLESSED is the man that walketh not in the 
connsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 

of sinners, nor sitteth io the scat of the scornfal. 
Bat bis delight is in the law of the Lord; and in 

his law doth he meditate day and night* 
And be shall be like a tree planted by the riTers of 

water, that bringeth forth his froit in his season : 

his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he 

doeth shall prosper. 
The ungodly ore not so $ but «r« like the ehaff 

whieh the wind driTOth away. 
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judg*- 

menty nor sinners in the congregation of the 

fighteoQS. 

Vor the LoitD knoweUi the way of the righteous: 

bat the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

This first is a Fsalm of consolation ; by which the 
hearts of the godly are encouraged and stirred up to 
magnify aboTO all things the word of God, in whieh 
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the whole of trae life and saWfttion stands ; and to 
hear, read, \v('ii,^h, and meditate on it with a willing- 
ness ot mind. For this Fsaloi shows, that those only 
are traly blessed, prosperoos in all things, and enjoy 
a firm, sure, and eternal eonsolation both in prospe-> 
rity and adversity, wlio are enabled to learn and know, 
from his word, the will and the works of God. 

Thos, as a tall palm-tree by the water-side contl- 
saally grows upwards higher and higher against all 
the violence of storms, retains its strength against a!! 
the weights that man can put upon it, and, by a 
seeret growth, beeomes daily more and more flonrish- 
ing, and brings forth its frnits in its season ; so, saith 
this Psalm, do tliu saints increase and f^ow continu- 
ally by the Spirit and word ; so are they rendered 
more and more firm and eonstant, and invineible 
against every evil; so do they daily become more 
fortified against all the calamities of life. 

This Psalm denies, on the other hand, that any 
knowledge of God or any trne consolation can be 
derived from human doctrines, how fair a show so- 
ever they may make. The wicked, (saith it,) and 
hypocrites, are like the chafi that is scattered by the 
wind : that is, the wicked are utterly destroyed by 
afflictions, at least in death ; they endure not in 
temptation, hut by and by separate themselves from 
the assembly of the righteous, and at length come to 
nought. 

God looks upon those alone who worship htm by 

hearing, learning, and declaring his word ; and these 
are they whom this Psalm pronounces blessed.'' 
He disregards all the rest, who are hypocrites and 
pharaisaical worshippers ; he despises all their good 

works and worshippings, and leaves them to perish 
in their blindness* 



. ij i^cd by Google 



PSALM II. 17 

This Psalm flows from the Third Commandnient, 
and has respect unto that which is there written : 

Remember that thoa keep holy the sabbath day 
tliat is, that thou hear, read, meditate oo, and ponder 
the word of God. And the sum of this Psalm is 
comprehended in the Lord's Prayer, in the second 
and third petitions, where we pray, that the kingdom 
of God may increase and be edified by his word, and 
at length be revealed in its perfection, and that his 
will may be done : and both of these petitions are 
answered, when the word of God, which abideth for 
eter, is purely taught and Jeamt, and seriously and 
diligently used and pondered. 



PSALM IL 

Tke Mnffd/m ^fChri$t.—Kkij^ am nihmied to accept it. 

Why do the heathen rage, and the people ima* 
gine a Tain thing? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 

rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, 

and against his Anointed, mtfing^ 
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away 

their cords from us. 
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 

Lord shall have them in derision* 
Then shall he speak unto them in bis wrath, and 

vex them in liis sore displeasure. 
Yet have I set my King upon my holy bill of Zion. 
I will declare the decree : the Lord hath said unto 

me, Thou art my Son ; this day have I begotten 

thee. 

Ask of mc, and I shall give thee the heathen for 

c 
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thine wberitanoe, aiid the attermott parts of the 

earth for tliy possession. 
Thou siialt break them with a rod of iron; thou 

abalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 
Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings ; be instrnct-* 

ed, ye judges of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with tear^ aod rejoice with trem* 
bliog. 

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 

from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are ali they that put their trust 
in him. 

This Psalm is a remarkable prophecy coneeming 

Christ: it is cited by the apostles in the Acts, chap- 
ter iv. : it predicted that Christ should suHer, be 
cmcifiedi and glorified, and that he should be King 
and Lord of all creatures; that to him should be 
given all puw cr both in heaven and in earth, and 
that his name should be above every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but in that which is 
to come. 

This Psalm contains also a description of the 
kingdom of Christ and the terrible threatenings of 
God against the kings, the princes, the wise, and the 
powerful of the world ; that they shall all perish, 
who, being carried away with the pride of human 
reason and carnal wisdom, do not acknowledge this 
King, Christ, nor obey his gospel ; but who oppose 
his kingdom, and endeavour to blot out his name. 

On the other hand, this Psalm contains most con- 
soling promises, namely, that be that sitteth in tlie 
iieavens,(in comparison of whom all the kings of the 
earth are mere worms,) holds In derision, and in a 
moment defeats, ail ilieir counsels and all their crafty 
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devices against his word and Hi is kingdom of Christ; 
and that he ever powerfulij and miraculously saves, 
preserves, delivers, and prospers believers, and the 
whole ehaircli throoghoat the world, in the midst of 
the kingdom of the devil, aad against all the powers 
and the gates of hell. 

This Psalm flows from the First Commandment ; 
where God declares that he alone will be onr God, 
to save us and deliver us from all afflictions. Thus, 
it was he alone that delivered us, through Christ, 
from sin, from death, from the power of the devil, 
and from hell, and gave unto us eternal life. This 
pertains to Hie second petilion of the Lord's Prayer, 

Thy kingdom come/' 

PSALM IIL 

memrUv qf God*» proieeHm. 

A Psalm of David, wlieu lie iled Irum Abbaiom liis aon. 

Lord, how are they increased that trouble me? 

many are they that rise up against me. 
Many there be which say of my soul. There ie no 

help for him in God. Selah. 
Bat then O Load, art a shield for me ; my glory, 

and the lifter up of mine head. 
I cried nnto the Lord with my voice, and he beard 

me out of bis holy hilL Selab. 
I laid me down and slept \ I awaked : for the 

Lord sustained me. 
I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, 

that have set tkemeehes against me round about* 
Arise, O Lord ; save me, O my God : for tbou bast 

smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek-bone ; 

thou bast broken the teeth of the ungodly* 

c « • 
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Salfatioii idongeth unto the Lobd: thy bleasiog 
if opon tby people. Selah. 

This Psalm is a prayer of David in tbe time of his 
greatest afllictiont and ander the severest trial he 
ever experieDeed. And here we have set before as 

a signal example of this greatest and most spirit- 
ual of mea — l>avid ; how he, in the time of Absa- 
lom, when all Israel revolted from him and went 
over to Absalom; how this eminent saint, I say, 
who was now an exile, forsaken by all, betrayed by 
those of his own household, and in the midst of the 
most appalling peril of his own life and salvation ; 
how, when sinking under this heavy ealamity, and 
struggling in this agony, he prayed unto God in 
faith ; and what a fervency of heart there was in 
these his eries nnto him. 

In a wordy— in this Psalm, David, with a wonderfni 
feeling of mind, and a signal experience of faith, 
extols, in the highest strains, the greatness of the 
long'Snffering and goodness of God, when he says» 
Salvation is of the Lord I As if he had said. 
The Lord is he alone who has all salvation in his 
hand, and all the issues of life and death. He sets 
up and changes kingdoms in a moment, just as he 
wills. No peril is so great, no death so instant, from 
which he cannot deliver his own, if they bat call 
upon him in true faith, and flee unto him aione. 
. This Psalm has reference to tbe First Command* 
ment, wherein it Is said, I am the Lord thy God 
and it is comprehended in the seventh petition of the 
Lord's Pra^eri where we pray, J)eiiver us from 
evil." 

« 
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PSALM IV. 

Ikarid pratfeth for mMmei^Ht r^prmtHh mi mhoiHtUi Mf mmin*^ 

Man^M happbim It l» God^B /nwiir. 

Ttofhediief Hutdan onNcginotli. AFnlmofSftTid. 

Hbar me when I call, O God of my rigbteoos- 

ness : thou hast enlarged mc when I was in 
distress ; have merc^ upon me, and hear my 
prayer* 

0 ye sons of men, how lonip wilt y« hem my glory 

into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and 

seek after leasing ? Selab. 
Bat know that the Lord hath set apart him that 

IB godly for hiniself : the Lord will hear when I 

eali onto bim. 
Stand in awe, and sm not : commnne with 

your own heart upon your bed, and he atill. 

Selah. 

Offer the saeriiiees of righteonsDess, and put your 

trust in the Lord. 
Tkgre be maay that say, Who will shew us uny 

good? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy 

Qoontenanee upon ns. 
Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in 

the time that their corn and their wine increased. 

1 will both lay me down in peaeoi and aleep : for 
thoa» LoBD, only makest me dwell in safety. 

This is a Psalm of consolation : yet it at the same time 
leaefaes as to bear afflictions patiently, to expect the 
help of Ood, and to trust in him in all adversities. 

For that greatest of all wisdom, true and real Chris- 
tian wisdomi is unknown to the world : which wis* 
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dom is, to learn and to know, by daily temptations 
and by Yarioaa trials of faith» that God exercises his 
people in all tbese afflictions, to the end that they 

may understand liis will; and that his design in 
exposing them to the all-bitter hatred of the world 
and the dcTll, is, that he might saye, deiiyer, conn* 
fort« strengthen^ and glorify them in a wonderfol 
manner, in the midst of perils, and even in death 
itself ; and that he might make known his conflict- 
ing church as being invincible, through faith and 
the word» in the midst of the kingdom of the devil, 
against all the storms of the world, and ander all 
the clouds, darkness^ and tempests of temptations of 
every kind. 

This Psalm also most severely strikes at all hjrpo- 

crites and wicked men of every description, who, 
before the eyes of the world, would have us believe 
that they are the only true saints and the people of 
God ; who even say that they worship God, while 
they know nothing of him ; for In the time of afflic- 
tion, they tremble with cowardly fear, and impatiently 
mutter in their liearts against God and his holy will ; 
they soon forget bis words and his works, and, wick- 
edly forsaking him who alone is able to comfort 
them, cease from expecting his aid, hate the cross, 
and seek for human consolation : whereas, there is 
no sare consolation to be obtained either from friends 
or from all the resonrces of haman help ; for in €k>d 
alone is sure consolation ; and that is all-sure, and 
eternal ; which no creature can take away, either in 
this world or in that which is to come. 

This peace and consolation of Ood, however,' is 
not like the peace of the world. For, ** Know ye, 
(saitb David) that the Lord dealeth wonderfully with 
his saints : " he casts them down^ that he may raise 
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them up ; he afTlicts them that he may miDister con- 
solation unto them ; he httmbles them that he oiay 
exalt them ; he makes them somwfal that he may 
make them glad : in a word, he kills them that he 
may make them alive. 

The agonizing struggles of the godly, therefore, in 
this life against sin, and the devil who unceasingly 
assaalts them^ and desires to sift them as wheat, are 
their exerc ises of faith and patience : from which 
exercises those that fear God learn more satisfac- 
torily to know his presence ;-^that he is ever present 
with them ; and that he will never leave nor forsake 
tliose that believe in him, but will ever marvellously 
deliver, save and rescue them from all their deaths 
and destructions. 

But the wicked and hypocrites, how much soever 
they may talk about God with their lips, yet liate 
God, and hate this his will in the afflictions of his 
saints ; as it is written in the first commandment-— 

Unto them that hate me/' And again, as Paol 
saith — ** Whose God is their belly." These characters 
wish first, and above all things, that all theirs, — 
their fortunes, their property, their friends, should 
be safe ; and they trust in their riches and posses- 
sions. All sach, therefore, deride this iloctrine of 
faith : and if any one should preach to such this 
patience, and this word of the cross, they would 
laugh at it, and would boast of their holinees and 
religion in opposition to those who truly fear God. 
They would say, ' Whatl are we to be taught what 
is right by such a fool as yon ? Are you to teach us 
what is. good, and what the true worship of €K>d is ? ' 

This Psalm also pertains to the First Command- 
mont. It teaches us to trust in God both in pros- 
perity and adyereityy and patiently to wait for his 
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help, calling npon him with eanuwUicu ud con-' 
staney. The subject matter of this Psalm is con- 
tained ia the third and seventh petition of the Lord's 
Prayer — Thy will be done/' and '* Deliver us from 
evil ; and also in the foorth, where we pray, that 
there may be given ns onr daily bread x*^ that is, 
peace, and all those things that are required unto 
the sustaining of this Jife, against all the various 
evils of poverty, hungery and v^ant; with which 
things the devil, in an especial manner, eaercisea 
the church of God in this world. 



PSALM V. 

Uavid "praycth. and -prof aseth hia study in prayer. — God furoureth not 
the wxcJo d. — l)(Lvid, prnfessiuy hi* Joith, ^ruj^eth unto Gwi to yvide 

hian — and to prei>rrvc the godly. 

To the cbief Moaiciaa upon Nekiioth. A Psalm of David* 

Givi ear to my words, O Luiu> ; consider my 
meditation. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and 

my God : for unto thee will I pray. 
TAy voice shaft thou hear in the morning, O Lord ; 

in the morning will I direct my prayer onto thee, 

and will look np. 
For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wick* 

edness ; neither shall evil dwell with thee. 
The foolish shall not stand in thy sight; thou 

hatest all workers of iniquity. 
Thou Shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the 

Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. 
But as for me, I will come into ihy house in the 

multitude of thy mercy ; and in thy fear will I 

worship toward thy holy temple* 
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Lead me, O Lokd, in tby righteousness, because 
of mine enemieA ; make tby way straight before 
my Hot. 

For iher§ u no faithfalneis in their moath ; their 

inward part is very wickedness ; Ihtii tliroal 
is an opeo sepuicbre ; they flatter with their 
tongue. 

Bestroy tboa tfaeniy O God ; let them fall by their 

own counsels : cast them out in the multitude 
of their transgreasioas ; for tbey have rebelled 
against thee« 
But let all those that pat their tmat in thee re- 

joice : let them ever shout for joy, because tlnju 
deieadest tbeoi : let tbem also that love tby 
name be joyful in thee. 
For thon. Lord, wilt bless the righteons ; with 

favour wilt tboa compass hiui as with a shield. 

This Psalm is an earnest prayer against that most 
destmctive pestilence in the chorch — false teachers : 

and all ages, from Cain, the first man that was 
born, the first hypocrite after the creation of Adam, 
and the first man of blood/' have had their Gain- 
ish saints, their false prophets, their false apostles, 
and their fanatio spirits ; who have taught their 
own human dreams, and their own traditions for the 
word of God, and resolutely contended for their own 
Cainish holiness, ever burning with an insatiable 
thirst to drink the blood of the Abels, the true 
saints : and these Christ has called, in his gospel, 
" vipers." 

It is at the blasphemies of these against God, and 
their oroelty towards men, that this Psalm strikes $ 

and openly exposes the persons themselves as most 

virulent hypocrites, in whose doctrine and works there 
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is nothing but oatside daubing, nothing but doubting 
and disqoietadey and a whole slaagbter-hoose of con- 
aciencefl. These characters sappress the tree word, 
the doctrine of faith, and the trne worship of God ; 
namely, the worship required by the First Conimaiid- 
ment : and there is no end to their rage against those 
that fear Gad : they caose horrid devastatioos in the 
ehorch, and load her with an infinity of injaries* 

Aci^ainst the destructive iniluence of these, therefore, 
David prays in this Psalm ^ — that it would please God 
to prevent the peiseciitiDg and Caio^like counsels of 
sach hypocrites, and all crafty and blood-thirsty 
characters of the kind, and, amid all this bitter and 
furious hatred of the world and the devil, and such 
an infinity of crnelty in all their adversaries, to 
defend, comfort, prop up, and protect the godly; to 
confound the hypocrisy of the wicked, to root out all 
false worship ; to cause the true word and the true 
worship of God to spread and floarish, and to glorify 
the troe church in the face of the false one, under all 
the outward daubing and show of the latter. 

In the last verse, David appends a most glorious 
promise that, although those who truly fear God 
are croelly treated by those hypocrites. It shall yet 
come to pass that the godly shall at length rejoice 
that their prayers are beard, and shall see the judg* 
ments of God openly fall upon the hypocrites and 
fanatics, and the true church defended and pre- 
served. 

This Psalm has reference to the Second and Third 
Commandments of the Decalogue, and to the first and 
second petitions of the Lord*s Prayer ; where we pray 

** that the name of the Lord niay be sanctilied and 
glorified/' against the pride and gloiyings of such 
hypocrites. 



. ij i^cd by Google 



t7 



PSALM VL 

DoMm eom^UUtU i» kit alchm.—Bf/kUk he tHmmpketh owr his 
To liie cbtof MmteiAii* on Kegrinotb upon Shtmlnttlii A PmIib of 

0 Lord, rebuke me not in tbine anger, neither 
cbftitan me in thy hot dispieasore. 

Have mercy apon me, O Lord ; for I ««• weak : 

0 Lord, heal me ; for my bones are vexed. 

My aoui is also sore veiled : but thou, O Lobd» 
how long ? 

Retnrn , O Lord, delifer my sonl : oh save me for 

thy luercies' sake. 
For in death there is no remembrance of thee : in 
the grave who shall give thee thanks t 

1 am weary with my groaning; all the night make 

1 my bed to ^iwim ^ I water my couch with my 
tears. 

Mine eye is eonsnmed beoanse of grief; it wazeth 
old beoanse of ail mine enemies. 

Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity ; for 
the Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping. 

The Lord hath heard my snpplieation ; the Lord 
will receive my prayer. 

Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: 
let them return and be ashamed suddenly. 

This Psalm is a prayer fall of those mental exereises 

that are felt under the deepest and most secret temp- 
tations which can only be known b> experience, be- 
oanse no words oan describe them ; for they are 
those feelings nnder which the saints agonise in 
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Ihosc bitter and unutterable conflicts which are 
wholly unknown to the world : thej are those feel* 
ings, I Bajf Qoder which they agonise when strngr* 
gling with sin, the law, and the wrath and jodgmeot 
of God: all which are experienced in the boars of 
darkness, while the devil is horribly tempting and 
pressing in npon them. 

These internal fears and terrors^ under whieh all 
the godly a^^onize and sweat, will, of necessity, one 
day wholly swallow up the hypocrites who are des- 
titate of the word. Here it is, that in the godly, there 
is an nnspeakable eonfliet of jnstiee with sin ; the law, 
and wrath of God, with a confidence in his mercy ; 
and faith and hope^ with desperation and despair ; 
though the godly are at length deliyered and saved* 
These terrors the serlptnre ealls in other places, and 
especially in the Psalms, " the pains of hell," and, 

the snares of death/' 

But this Psalm expressly shews in the end, that 
the sighs and groans of the godly nnder these ago- 
nizing conflicts, these pains, and these straits of 
sou], shall surely be heard. This Psalm, therefore, 
and others like it, open to ns a view of the heart of 
David, and afford the greatest consolation to the 
godly. For they shew, that, although the saints 
thus deeply agonize under these straits, and under 
these terrible and open views of the wrath of God, 
yet, that these temptations which appear to be infi- 
nite and endless, shall surely have an end, and that 
God will never forsake those who fear him, in their 
terrors and conflicts with death and hell. 

On the other hand, the prophet, in this Psalm, 
with a wonderful zeal of spirit, and with the most 
cutting sharpness and severity, strikes at all the 

wicked of .the world : and, above ailj he condemns 
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all secure hypocrites and pharisaical ministers; call- 
ing theoiy Dotwithstandiog tbeir outward appearance 
of being saintoi — workers of iniqaity ; who per- 
secate all afflicted and true Christians with the 
bitterness of Cain, and cease not to hate them with 
all the virulence of Satan ; adding grief to their 
griefy and affliction to their affliction. 

* Away with ye/ saith he, * ye hypocrites. I 
have learnt that I have a God to go to; but ye are 
ignorant both of God and of his works. Ye know 
not what an awful weight the wrath of God is, and 
how great and soul-refreshing a thing the remission 
of sins, the knowledge of eternal life, and the expe- 
rience of grace, are. Ye worship God with your 
mouths and with your lips; ye trust in your own 
rigbteoQsnesses and works, not knowing what God 
and what sin are ; and therefore ye are most cruel 
and most bitter enemies to the word and true worship 
of God; in which worship, the greatest and most 
acceptable sacrifice is a spirit thus pressed into 
straits and afflicted.' 

This Psalm lias reference to the First and Second 
Commandment; it contains the agonizing conllict of 
faith, and calls upon God against the force of sin 
and death. And it refers also to the first petition of 
the Lord's Prayer; as do also the oilier suppli( atory 
Psalms. For, to supplicate and pray, is to sanctify 
and call upon the name of the Lord* 

PSALM YIL 

David praifeth Cffakut the matke qfkit mimiM, prqfMng ftitlimoMiMy. 
^By faith he eeeth Ais dtfenoe, and the deetruntlen qfhU enenriee, 

Sbisgaion of David, wbich he Banff uDto tbe Lord, concemins the 

words of Cii3h the Benjamite. 
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O LoBD mj Godt in thee do I put my troet : me me 
me from all tkem that persecate me, and deliver 

rue ; 

Lest he tear my soul like a lioi), reading it in 

pieeesy while there u none to deliver* 
O Lord my God, if I have done tUe ; if tbeie be 

iniquity in my hands ; 
If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace 
with me ; (yea, I have delivered him that without 
eaase it mine enemy ;) 

Let the enemy perseeute my soul, and take it; 
yea, let him tread down my life upon the earth, 
and lay mine honoor in the dast. Seiah. 

Arise, O Lord, in thine anger; lift np thyself, 

because of the lii^c of mine enemied ; and awake 
for me tg the judgment tkut thou hast com* 
manded. 

So shall the congregation of the people compass 
thee about: for their sakes, therefore, return 
thou on high. 

The Lord shall judge the people: judge me, O . 
Lord, according to my righteonsnessy and ac- 
cording^ to mine integrity that is in me. 

Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an 
end; hut establish the just: for the righteous 
God trieth the hearts and reins. 

My defence is of God, which saveth the upright 
in heart. 

God jndgetii the righteons, and God is angry with 
the wiehed every day. 

if he turn not, he will whet his sword ; he hath 
bent his bow and made it ready. 

He hath also prepared for him the instruments of 
death ; he ordaineth his arrows against the per- 
secutors. 
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Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and bath eon- 

ceived mischief, and brought lorih falsehood. 
He made a pit, and digged it, and i« failea into 

the ditoli wkiek he made* 
His mischief shall retarn upon bis own bead^ and 

his violent dealing sLali come down upon his 

own pate. 

I will praise the Lord according to his righteons- 
ness : and will sing praise to the name of the 
Lord Most High. 

This is a prayer against that common and osnal 
blasphemy with which the world accoses the pro* 

phets, apostles, and uU others who fear God, as being 
seditious persons, who destroy the peace and general 
tranquility of the state : as Shimei bitterly upbraid- 
ed David, when ander that heavy aiBiction in the 
time of Absalom, calling him a bloody man, and 
sayiug that he had invaded the kingdom of Saul, &c. 
In the same way the Jews accused Christ before 
Pilate. And in the same way also now do certain 
hypocrites, — ^bishops and other enemies, against all 
conscience, brand the professors ot the gospel with 
the appellation of ' seditious persons/ 

Against all trials of this kind, which are indeed 
most bitter to bear, the prophet fights by prayer nnto 
God, calling upon (iod to bear witness to his inno- 
ceocy. And then, to encourage and comfort ail that 
fear God» he shews, that all who thus pray are heard ; 
and he sets forth himself as an example. 

Lastly, he threatens a horrid, sudden, and momen- 
tary judgment to those hypocrites and tyrants, who 
thus rage against the godly with the most bitter 
hatred : and he signifies that all snob shall in the 

end perish like Absalom, who was cut uH and died 
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III a Bew, raddeii) aad dmdAil way, in Ae nidst of 

his farious career, before lie could accomplish that 
which he bad planoed. 

This Psalm refers to the second precept in the 
Beealogaci and to the first petition of the Lard*s 
Prayer* 



PSALM VIII. 

i^Iory ii miyiM^ ^ Ait tporib^ and ft|f M» low f 0 flm. 
To the chief MusidaB upon GitHth. A PBalm of DavUL 

O Lord oor Lord, how excellent tr thy name in 

all the earth ! who hast set thy glor^ above the 
heavens. 

Oat of the months of babes and socklings bast 
then ordained strength, becaose of thine ene- 
mies ; that thoa mightest still the enemy aud 
the avenger. 

When I consider thy heavenSt the work of thy 
fingers ; the moon and the stars, which thoa hast 
ordained ; 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him 2 and 
the son of man that thou visitest bim 1 

For thoa hast made him a little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned bim with glory and 

honoar. 

. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works 
of thy hands : thou hast pat all things ander bis 
feet: 

All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the 

held ; 

The fowl of the air, and the 6sh of the sea, and 
whtdsoever passeth throagh the paths of the seas. 
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O LoiD Mr Lord, how eswelltat if thy sane in all 

tiie earth I 

This is a propbecj conceroiog Christ, — conceroiDg 
hia passion^ his mmrecliony and bis doanmioa over 
all creatures ; and it is thus that the apostle cites it, 
Ephes. i. with reference to the kingdom uf Christ : 
where be foretels, that tlie power and might oi his 
kingdom will be inTincible against all enemies^ how 
violent soever they may be in their detennination to 
wreak their vengeance : — that is, that he will be vic- 
toriously mighty against all the wise and the power- 
ful of the worldy and against all hypocrites and pha- 
fisaioal saints: — that he will be invincible and vie* 
torioas, I say, not by arms, nor by mighty forces 
of borse and foot, bat by the word of bis gospel ; 
which shall be preached by ^< babes and sucklings/' 
(that is, by humble men, men who are weak and con- 
tcmptible in the sight of the world,) and believed in 
by his church of poor, afilictcd, crying, and complain- 
ing creatures that this word of the gospel, I repeat, 
preached and believed in by such poor creatures, shall 
nevertheless confound all the wisdom of the world, 
and break and crush under it ail the strength of the 
world, and that no creature power whatever shall 
impede it in its work and coufse, but that it shall 
stand firmer than the heaven, or the sun, or the 

moon, and shall endure for everniorc I 

This Psalm pertains to the First Commandment, 
where God declares that he will be our God : and 
also to the second petition of the Lord^s Prayer, as I 
have before observed under Psalm II. 



n 
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David prni set Ji God for fixecufing of judgment, — Ih imiteth oiJierg to 
praise him.— He yrayeth that he may fiave came to praise him. 

To the diirf MuitelMi upon Mnthlabbeo. A Pialm oT OaTid. 

I WILL praise thee^ O Lord, with my whole heart ; 

I will shew forth all thy marvelloa^ works, 
I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will slog 

praise to thy name, O thou Most Hi^h. 
When mioe enemies are turned back, they shall 

fall and perish at thy presence. 
For thott hast maintained my right and my eaoie ; 

thou satest in the throne judging right. 
Thou hast rebuked the heatheD, thou hast destroyed 
the wickedy thou hast put out their name for ever 
and ever. 

O thou enemy ! destructions are come to a per- 
petual end; and thou hast destroyed cities; their 
memorial is perished with them. 

But the Lord shall endure for ever : he hath pre- 
pared his throne for judgment ; 

And he shiill judge the world in rigliteousness, he 
shall minister judgment to the people in up* 
rightness. 

The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a 

rcfuj^e in times of trouble. 
And they that know thy name will put their trust 

in thee : for thou, Lord, bast not forsaken tbem 

that seek thee* 
Sing praises to the Lord, wliicli dwelleth in Ziou : 

declare among the people his doings. 
When he maketh inquisition for blood, he re- 
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membereth them : ii0 forgetteth not tbe cry of 

the faamble. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord ; consider my 
trouble which I suffer of tbem tbat bate me, tboa 
tbat liflett me op from tbe gates of deatb : 

That I may sfiew forth all tliy praise in the prates 
of tbe daughter oi' Zion ; I will rejoice in thy 
salvation. 

Tbe beatben are sunk down tn tbe pit thmt they 

made : in tbe net whicb they bid is tbeir own 
foot taicen. 

Tbe Lord is iLUown iy tbe judgment which be 
exeeutetb ; tbe wieked is snared in tbe work of 

his own hands. Hi^gaion. Selah. 

The wicked shall be turned into hell» and ail the 
nations tbat forget God. 

For tbe needy sball not alway be forgotten : tbe 
expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever. 

Arise, O Lord ; let not man prevail ; let the bea- 
tben be judged in tby sight. 

Put tbem in fear, O Lord ; ihmt the nations may 
Icnow themselves to be but men. Sclah. 

This Psalm is a prophecy : its title is eoneeming 
tbe beautiful youth:'' tbat is, eoneerning tbe chil- 
dren that are bom anew in Christ, the people of Ood 
and the church of God. For the people and sous of 
God, and bis new-born children by faith in Christ, 
must be conformed to tbe image of God's dear Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

Christians and the true sons of God are variously 
afflicted in tbe world; and tbe blood of tbe innocents 
is daily shed by tbe fury and cruelty of Satan, raging 
against the word and the works of God. These are 
the ilourbhing and ondefiled youth, the sons and 

D 2 
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children of God, of whom the title of the Psalm 
speaks ; who are blameless, without rtboke, and 

babes in the midst of woUes, and among a perverse 
generation. 

This Psalm has its striking descriptions of per- 
sons : and the prophecy which It contains is written 

in the manner of a thanksgiylng : and tlierefore it 
may be nambered among the consolatorjr Psalms. 
For, (as is generally the case with these spiritnal 
canticles and songs,) the Prophet here speaks in 
his ovva person, and in that of all the saints also who 
are afflicted for the word of God's sake : all of whom 
give thanks with wonderfal sensations of heart, that 
God does not forsake his own. Bat God requires, 
at times, the tears and the blood of the saints : 
thoagh he preserves and saves his Church, and ren* 
ders her invincible against sword or fire, and against 
all the power of enemies temporal or spiritnal, nay, 
in the midst of blood and death ; and be raises her 
up, as it were, from the blood, slaughter, and ashes of 
the saints, and makes her flourish again and increase 
the more, in a wonderfal manner, in this and that 
part of the world : so that many, even of the most 
bitter enemies, have been converted to the faith, and 
even a Saul has been made a Paul ; and some- 
times also the judgments of God have fallen on the 
wicked, and they have perished before the eyes of 
the godly. 

This Psalm has reference to the First Command- 
ment of the Decalogae, and to the second petition of 
the Lord's Prayer, as we have observed concerning 

the preceding Psalm* 
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IhM e trngH m b i gth fo €fcd tftlm mOfoo^ ^ tht wkkti,^H& prayeth for 

Why standest tbou afar off, O Lord I Whi^ hidest 

thoQ thyself in times of trouble ? 
The wicked in hii pride doth peraecote the poor: 

let them be taken in the devices that they have 

imag^ined. 

For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and 
blcsaeth the covetons, whom the Lord abhorreth. 

The wicked, throogh the pride of his coantenance, 
will not seek after God: God is not in all his 

thon^hts. 

His ways are always grievous ; thy judgments are 
far above oat of his sif^ht : as fw all his enemies, 
he pnffeth at them. 

He hath said in liis heart, I shall not be moved : 
for / shall never be in adversity. 

His month is fall of cursini^, and deceiti and 
frand : under his tongue is mischief and vanity. 

He sitteth in the lurking places of the vinae:es : in 
the secret places doth he murder the innocent: 
his eyes are privily laid against the poor. 

He lietii in wait secretly as a lion in his den : he 

lieth in wait to catch the poor : he doth catch 

the poor, when he draweth him into his net. 
He crouchethy 9mA hambleth himself, that the poor 

may fall by his strong ones. 
He hath said in his heart, God bath ioigotten : he 

hidcth his face ; he will never see ir. 



Digitized by Googlc 



38 



PSALM X. 



Arise, O Lord ; O God, lift up tbioe band : forget 

not the hamble. 
Wherefore do^ the wieked eontemn God? he hath 

said in his heart, Thou wilt not require it, 
Thoa hast seen it; for thou beholdest mischief 

and spite, to requite it with thy hand s the poor 

eommitteth himself onto thee; thou art the 

helper of the fatherless. 
Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil 

man: seeic oat his wickedness till thou find 

none* 

The Lord m King for ever and ever: the heathen 

are perished out of his land. 
Lord, then hast heard the desire of the homble : 

thoo wilt prepare their hearty thoa wilt eaase 

thine ear to hear : 
To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the 

man of the earth may no more oppress. 

This Psalm is a fenrent prayer, and contains com- 
plaints of the deepest concern against Antichrist, 
that most atrocious enemy of God and the gospel, 
who will ever assail and lay waste the church, not 
by force and tyranny only, but with all the mmsgyfy 
of Satan, all his frauds and impostures, and 
with an infinite variety of outside deception and 
hypocrisy. 

This Man of Sin is descriptitely pourtrayed in 
the present Psalm ; — ^that he really rages against the 
body with the sword, ruins and destroys souls by 
his all-crafty and infinite hypocrisy, and with 
his sweet poison of false doetrines, and imposing 
forms of worship ; but that he has no concern 
whatever about teaching any one kindly and with 
gentleness, nor instructing them seriously unto god* 
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Ume§B or true comfoit, bat has his oioaib ever full of 
enning and deceit. 

This we have manifested in the kingdom of the 
Pope, and in the tyranny of the Komish-church. All 
those foiiniiiatifig and thondering excommunioations 
aie mere execiatioiis aiid eurnnff^ by which he has 
wished to make himself, and has succeeded in 
making himself, formidable even to kings, under the 
false pretence of the apostolic name, and divine au- 
thority. And his * and lies are all that ininite 
and inexplicable variety of hypocrisy and traditions 
of men; together with all t)iat outward whitewash 
of holiness, and those deceptive forms of worship, 
by means of which, and his delnsions of masses at 
one time, and of indalgenoes at another, this Anti- 
christ ceases not to turn to wicked lucre all things 
baman and divine, ander the blasphemoos cover and 
pretext of the name of Crod* 

In the end of the Psalm we have a consolation ; 
which declares that sach an abomination shall, in the 
end of the worldi be revealed, and, liaving been made 
openly manifest by the sadden jndgment of God, 
shall be rooted ont 

This Psalm has reference to the Second Com- 
mandment, and to the second petition of the Lord's- 
Prayer; as have all the Psalms of supplication, 

PSALM XI. 

ikmlim€m%i$§ik hi mmtf in God againtt w— fw. — flfci prmMmm 
To tbe diief MnsldMi, m VnJm of Bavld* 

In the Lord put I my trust: how say ye to my 
sonl^ flee at a bird to yonr moantain t 
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For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make 

ready their arrow upon the string, that thej may 

privilj shoot at the npri^ht in heart 
If the fonndatioM foe destroyed, what md the 

righ teens do ? 
The LoiiD is in his holy temple, the iiORD's throne 

is in heaven : his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the 

ehildren of men. 
The Loud trielh tlie righteous: bat the wicked 

and him that loveth violeoce his soui hateth. 
Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and 

brimstone, and an horrible tempest: thuskmtthe 

the portion of their cap. 
For the righteous Lohd loveth righteousness ; his 

coantenance doth behold the npright. 

This Psalm is a complaint against erroneous and 
fanatical spirits: of whicli kind are all those who 
in the present day draw men astray from the pure 
and true doctrine of faith, and from the trae worship 
of God, (which stands in trae faith and the fear of 
God in the heart,) to liypoc lisy, which has always an 
outward show of something great and wonderful 
these, I say, are the erroneous and fanatics, who thos 
draw away men like so many birds, and make them 
fly over to their mountains : that is, make them turn 
easily over to hypocrisy, and white-wash holiness, 
which, in outward show, appears to be something 
great and wonderfnl, and a firm rock, whereas it is 
all a thing of nought. 

David ascribes to these characters that which is 
the peculiar characteristic of hypocrites,— that they 
arrogantly, proudly, and with high looks, despise and 
deride the truly godly. What, say they, can that 
righteous one, that line fellow of a christiao, that 
poor miserable creature, do I 
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In the end we have a consolation that God will 
certaiaijr hear, and regard the aillicted ; thatiie will 
be present with then^ and show ihem by manifest 
tokens of bis band tbat be will not foraake them^ and 

that he will, by hoirible judguiCDl, take vengeance on 
seoffmof this kind; on tbese pbarisees and <^er 
enemies of David. 
Tbis Psalm bas refeienoe to the Seeond preeept of 

the DecaluguC) and to the lii^t petition of the Lord's 
Prayer. 



PSALM XIL 

J>avid, de^ftfufe of human cemfort, cravefh help of God— He con^orUth 
himself v-ith God^t jmifimerUt on the wicked, and Qoi^fidmce i» 6otf*f 

tried praviisrs. 

To the cliief MoaicUii upon Shemiuith* a Psalm of Da?i(L 

Help, Lord ; for the godly man cease th ; for the 
faithful fail from among the children of men. 

Tbey speak vanity every one with bis neigbbonr : 
wUk flattering lips and with a doable heart do 

they speak. 

The Lord shall cot oO ali flattering lips^ and the 

tongue that speakeih proud things ; 
Who have said^ with onr tongoe will we prevail ; 

our lips a7'€ our own : who is lord over us? 
For the oppression of the poor, lor the sighing of 
tiie needy, now will I arise, saith the Lobd ; I 
will set him in safety from him thai puffetb at 

him. 

The words of the Loed are pure words ; as silver 
tried in a furnace of earth, pnrified seven times. 
Tboo sbait keep them, O Lord, then sbalt preserve 

tlitm from this generation for even 
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The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest 
mea are exalted. 

This is a prayer eootaiotoffp a beavy complaint 

against tbem, who, iotroduce human doctrines in* 
stead of the word of God, and who, afterwards, by 
various new traditions and forms of worship disturb 
tbo cbniob, and fill all things with a wbito^wasb 
sbow of religion, and with the outward daabing of 
Pharisaism and hypocrisy, so that wicked men and 
hypocrites reign on every side^ as the last verse 
complains. For when bnman doctrines have once 
invaded the church, they go on to rage far and wide, 
and spread in all directions like a cancer; there is 
no end to their corruption and destructive influence ; 
they take possession of all things and wonderfully 
Tcx and torment consciences : so that the number of 
the true saints and of those that truly fear God is 
few and small indeed : of this the infinite variety of 
papistical hypocrisy affords a manifest example* 

But we are consoled and comforted under all these 
afflictions by the consideration that God always raises 
up in his church, sometimes in this place and some- 
times in that, bis salTation ; that is^ his word and 
gospel ; wbicb, while the prophets, apostles, and 
other ministers throaghout the world, boldly and 
plainly teach against all heresy, they detect and 
bring to light false doctrines, and overturn all false 
worship ; for where the salvation of God is, (that is, 
the saving word of Christ and his gospel) it burns 
up and consumes, like a suddenly-kindled lire, all 
the chaff and straw of human traditions, and delivers 
oppressed consciences. 

This, however, never takes place without afilie* 
tions» and the cross in various forms. But as gold 
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and silver are proved by the fire, so the true know- 
ledge and puritjr of the word is not preserved io the 
oliiiioh but by meani of the tnilj fpiritaal aod gocllj» 
wio for the word^s sake are exercised withoat and 
witliia by Satan, with various tenaptatious : fur these, 
like gold, are proved in the tire, and thus grow daily 
and floQiieh io the knowledge of the goapel, and the 
great things of God. 

This Psalm refers to the second and third preeept 
of the Decalogue, and to the iirst and second petition 
of the Lord's Prayer. 

PSALM XIII. 

IkHiiiicomfllallmtthqf delay in help.— He prayef h for J w|flwy gnu$* — 

He boaateth ofdivbte mercy. 
To the chief Mnalciaii, ▲ Psalm of ]>«vi«l. 

Uow long wilt thou forget me, O Lord ? for CTcr I 

bow long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? 
How long shall I take counsel in my seal, having 

sorrow in my heart daily 1 how long shall mine 

enemy be exalted over me? 
Consider and bear me, O Lord my God ; lighten 

mine eyes lest I sleep the tleep of death ; 
Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against 

bim ; cTid those that trouble me rejoice when I 

am moved. 

Bot I have tmsted in thy mercy ; my heart sball 

rejoice in thy salvation. 
I will sing unto the LoaD, becanse be bath dealt 
boantifolly with me. 

This is a prayer fall of the sigbings and groanings 

of an afflicted heart in the hour of darkness, and 
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almofft overwhelmed, under thai darkMetSi with the 
extreme of gnef and sorrow, and driven to the 

greatest strait of mind. Of which sorrow tlie spirit 
of Aadness himself, the de?il» is the author, who casts 
fhe unwary into these temptations and pertnitetioiii 
in a moment, when he finds them nnarmed with Hie 

sword of the Spirit, the word of God ; which unarm- 
ed state he himself causes by turning away our eyes 
from the promises and the word of God, to look at the 
ineredible ini^ratitude and iniquity of the world, at 
the perplexed variety of offences, and at the i;reat- 
ness of the perils which must be undergpne for the 
sake of God's word and of his holy name. For it 
eannot be but that even a man of a sound mind 
must be thrown into tribulation when he considers 
with what infernal arts, with what stratagems of de- 
ceit, and with what bitter and Cainish hatred, Satan 
and wicked men oppose themseives to the word of 
' Gk>d ; and then, what fallings away and what mon- 
strous instances of ingratitude there are among those 
who pretend to be with us ; ail which offences Satan 
raises up through the instrumentality of those who are 
unwilling to appear not to be followers of godliness. 

But the prayer of the churcli has great power; it 
breaks through and victoriously OTercomes all hatred, 
all perils, and all snares, how craftily soever they 
ma}/ be laid ; and faith is more powerful than any 
Tiolence or storm of temptation. This (saith Jolin) 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith/' And this Psalm gives us an example of that 
faith which enables us to stand fast in the midst of 
death, and not to doubt that God is able, and will 
deliver us from our terrible straits, and comfort us 
after all our fears ; and which teaches to believe that 
we shall struggle through all our distress victoriously. 
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though it limy appear to be endless, if we do but turn 
ourselves away from all dark and dismal appearances 
of tbingi, lay hold of that vbioii is true and leal^ 
and lift oarselves op Ofaiost the weight that lays 

upon us, hy restint; in the consolation of the word of 
the Lord : as James saiih, Is any aliiicted, let him 
piay/' 

This Psalm also refers to theseeond pi ccept, and 
to the first and last petition of the Lord's Prayer; 
where we pray ** Hallowed be thy name/' and l>e- 
liver us from evil/' 



PSALM XIV. 

Gad. 

To the chief Muaidsn. A Psalm of I>avid. 

Thb fool hath said in his hearty TAsrs is no God. 
They are oormpt ; they have done abominable 

works ; the?€ is none that doeth good. 

The LoKD looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men, to see if there were any that 
did nnderstandy and seek God. 

They are all gone aside, they are all together be- 
come iilthy : there is none that doeth good» no, 
not one. 

Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge ? 
who eat up my people ms they eat bread, and 

call not upon the Lord. 
There were they in great fear: for God is in the 

generation of the righteous. 
Te have shamed the eounsel of the poor, beoause 

the LoiU) is his refuge. 
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Oh that the salvation of Israel were eome out of 
ZioD ! when the Lord bringeth back the cap- 
tiTity of lib peoplet Jacob shall rejoicCi oiuf 
Israel shall be glad. 

This Psalm is a prophecy ; and it also teaches iiS| 
that all homan doctrioes and works without faith are 
an abomination in the sight of God ; and that the 

God ot all sncb hypocrites (of which kind are the 
pope and his papists) is their belly; for tiiey serve 
their belly, not Ood or Christ, and devoar widow's 
hoases. 

But such hypocrites, although they have always in 
their mouth the name of God, and boast ot the law 
and the works of the law, know not what the troe 
worship of God is, but always hate and persecnte 

the name and word of (iotl, but the true doctrine, 
concerning faith and the iear oi God, they will not 
hear* 

Against sneh ehafaeters as these we must 6ght by 

prayer; which prayer will certainly be heard, as is 
intimated in the last verse of this Psalm, which pro« 
mises the kingdom and dominion of Christ For 
this Psalm especially strikes at those seemingly holy 
Pharisees, those teachers of the law, who, before the 
coming of Christ, by enforcing works and the right- 
eousness of the law, were cruel torturers, and tor- 
mented men's consciences. And this Psalm promises 
that wished-for day of Christ, and the redemption 
that should be wroug^ht by his coming. For the 
gospel was revealed from Zion, and the Spirit was 
poured out npon the apostles at Jerusalem. 

This Psalm has reference to the First and Second 
Coiiiuiaiidment : for it gloriously exalts the word of 
God and promises the day of salvation, that is, of 
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CbTist: but itrebvkes bjpoeriles who despise the 

true worship of God, and his faith and fear, and who 
serve not God but their own belly. And it refers 
also to the first and seeond petition of the Lord't 
Prayer : where we pray, « Hallowed he thy name ; 

Thy kingdooi come." 

PSALM XV. 

IkaMditertMhaeUlMmqfZiom. 
AFnlmof David. 

LoBD, who shall abide in thy tahefnacle? who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill ? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketli righteous- 
ness, and speaketh the truth io his heart. 

He tAat backbiteth not with his tongne^ nor doeth 
en! to his neighboor, nor taketh np a reproach 
against his neighbour. 

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned ; but he 
hottoareth them that fear the Lord. He tkgi 
sweareth to hit awn hart, and changeth not« 

He that putteth not out his nioney to usury, nor 
taketh reward against the innocent. Ue that 
doeth these thiiig* shall never he moTed. 

This Psalm strikes at the hypocrites who say that 
holiness stands in the pretended works of the law of 
God» or in the vain and foolish works of haman 
invention and tradition ; and it teaches ns how to 
nndentand the law of God rightly, and to live godly 
and righteously. It shows us that we are to walk in 
the spirit and to mortify the desires of the flesh. For 
the sum of all godliness is this to love and wor- 
ship God with a pnre heart by faith » and then, to 
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diteet oar liyes for the good of our noigbboor ; wd 

to avoid all those things which oiiiitate against these 
two; that is, to shun all hypocrisy and pretended 
holiness, which militates against both faith and love: 
for wQch an one is ignorant of the trae worship of 
God, and neglects all truly good works, which sbonld 
be done for the benefit of his neighbour. 

It has reference to the Third Commandment of 
the Decalogne, concerning keeping holy the sabbath 
day, which is done when we hear and learn the 
word. And it refers also to the third petition of the 
Lord's Prayer* 



PSALM XVI. 

JMd, hi iUirmiqfmtrUt, tm4 haired if Godjbr 
fmenoHon.—ffe th n a e th th$ itipe iifkkeaUIng, pf (A« renMiweftow, 

Michtam of David. 

Pbbsbrvb me, O God : for in thee do I pat my 
trust* 

0 my souly thou hast said nnto the Lord, Thou art 
my Lord : my goodness extendelh not to thee ; 

But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the 
excellent, in whom t# ali my delight. 

Their sorrows sliall be multiplied that hasten after 
another god; their drink-offerings of blood will I 
not offer, nor take np their names into my lips* 

The LoBD u the portion of mine inheritance and 
of my cup : thou maintainest my lot. 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places ; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage* 

1 will bless the Lord, who hath given me coansel : 
my reins also insti uct me in the night-seasons* 
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I faaye set the Lord always before me : because 

h€i$9i mj lif^bt hand, I shall not be moved* 
Therefore mj heart is glad, and my glory i cjoiceth : 

my flesh also sliall rest in hope. 
For thou wilt not leave my seal in hell; neither 

wilt thoo suffer thine Holy One to see eorraption. 
Thoo wilt shew me the path of life : in thy pre- 

sence is fulnciis of joy; at thy right hand (here 

are pleasures for evermore. 

This is a prophecy ooncerning the passion and resor- 

rection of Christ ; and the apostles quote it, Ai ts ii. 
and xiii. as having a striking reference to Christ. 

This is a glorious Psalm and a precious jewel 
among all the Psalms on this aocoant,--*beeanse it 
shows forth in clear words that all that splendid and 
inaprnificent worship of the Jaw of Moses, its sacri- 
fices, its sabbath worship, its circumcisiooy in ail 
which the Jews so unceasingly boasted, is done away 
with by the gospel ; for in the fourth 'verse, David 
plainly says, that those who follow woiks and the 
righteousness of the law, follow strange gods and 
idols : and he shows that the Jews, althoogh a sacred 
people, should be rej ected , and another people chosen, 
even a people who should helieve in Christ, who were 
the true eiect, iniieritance, and peculiar people of 
God. 

This Psalm also has reference to the First, Second, 

and Third Commandments ; for it forclcls a new 
glory of God, a new work and word, and that new 
kind of worship which was to be revealed to the 
world: and it refers also to the first and second 

petitions of the Lord's Prayer. 
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PSALM XYII. 

Dftvfd, in con fidence of his integrity, traveth defence nf God against his 
enemies.— He ihetvrth their pride, craft, and mi09mpm*'^ii9 prajfeth 
aga^mt them in cmtJUimce of his hope. 

A Prayer of D«yid« 

Hear the right, O Lord, attend anlo my cry, give 
ear onto my prayer, thiU ifoetk not oat of feigned 

Let my lODtence oone forth from thy presence ; let 
thine eyes behold the things that are equal. 

Thou hast proved mine heart ; thou hast visited 
me in the night ; thoo hast tiisd ms^ mud shalt 
find nothing ; I am purposed thai mj moath 
shall nut transgress. 

Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy 
lips I ha?o kept nu from the paths of the da* 
stroyen 

Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my fbotstep^^ 
slip not. 

I have called upon thee, for tho« wilt hear me, 0 
God: inoline tbise ear unto me, amd hmr my 

speech. 

^hew thy marvellous loving-kindness, O thoa that 
savest by thy right hand them which put their 
trost til iAm, from those that rise op agaifiit 

them. 

Keep rae as the apple of the eye, hide me under 

the shadow of thy wings. 
From the wicked that oppress me, /ram my deadly 

enciuics, irho compass me about. 
They are inclosed in their own fat; with their 
mouth they speak proudly. 
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They have now compassed as in our steps: thej 

liave set their e>es bowing down to the earth ; 
lAke as a Hod iktu U gmdj of his prey, and as it 
were a young lion forking in secret places. 

Arise, O Lord, disappoint him, cast him down ; 
deliver my soul ixom tiie wicked, which is thy 
sword: 

Fiom men whiek mr^ thy hand, O Lord, fronl men 

of the world, which have their portion in this life, 
and whose belly thou fillestwith thy hid treature 
they are foil of children, and leave the rest of 
their sabslance to their bahes. 
As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness : 
I shall be satisfied when I awake, with thy 
likeness. 

This Psalm is a prayer against false teachers, and 
those very delicate saintvS, that is, hypocrites, who by 
tlieir human doctrines, call men off from the word of 
God, and hate and persecute ihe troly godly teachers. 
Aese ate the charaeten whom Paul also calls 
" enemies of the cross of Christ: " for they are not 
willing to suffer anything for God's sake, but shun 
the cross ; bat make a pretext of the name and wor- 
ship of God, and under all the artifices of their hypo- 
crisy, stck nothing else than eartlily ad vatita<;es, 
honors, wealth, the favour of men, and the pleasures 
and gratiications of the world* Hence David calls 
them, in the last verse hot one, * men of this world,' 
nsd * men of tJiis life/ Of this kind also arc all 
those animals of the belly in monasteries, those cum- 
beren of the earth, the monks, and layy priests. 

This Psalm also has reference to the Second and 
Third CoajuiandiJients, and to the lirst petition of the 
Lord's Prayer, where we pray Hallowed be thy nauie." 
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PSALM XVIII. 

JJavid praiBcth God for hit manifold and matvelUnu blestin^. 

To the chief Mnsician. A Psalm of Dayid, the servant of the Lord, 

who spaVe unto the Lord the "wnrds of this sonp^ in the day that 
the Lord delivered him from tiie Uaad ol all his eaemiea^ and from 
the haod of Saul : And he said, 

I WILL love thee, O LoRD, my strength. 

The Lord u my rock^ and my fortess, and my de- 
liverer; mj God, my strength, in whom I will 
tniBt; my bockler, and the horn of my salTation, . 
and my high tower. 

I will call upoD the Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised : so shall I be saved from mine enemies* 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods 
of ungodly men made me afraid. 

The sorrov(s of hell compassed me about; the 
snares of death prcveuted me. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried 
nnto my God : he heard my voice out of his 
temple, and my cry came before him, even into 
his ears. 

Then the earth shook and trembled ; the foonda- 
tions also of the hills moved and were shaken, 

because be vvas wrotli. 
There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire 
oat of his month devoured : coals were kindled 
hfiU 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down : and 

darkness was under his feet. 
And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly ; yea, be 

did fly upon the wings of the wind. 
He made darkness his secret place ; his pavilion 
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round aboat him were dark waters and tiiick 
clouds of the skies. 
At the brightness thai was before him his thick 
eloads passed, hail sianet and coals of fire* 

The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the 
Highest gave iiis voice ; haii stones and coals of 
fire. 

Tea, he sent oat his arrows, and scattered them ; 

and be shot out lightnings and discomfited them. 
Then the channels of waters were seen, and the 
foundations of the world were discovered at thy 
rebuke, O Lobd, at the blast of the breath of thy 

nostrils. 

He sent from above, be took me, he drew me out 

of many waters* 
He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from 

them which hated me : for they were too stroii^ 
for me. 

They prevented me in the day of my calamity : but 
the Lord was my stay. 

He brought me forth also into a large place; he 
delivered me, because he delighted in me. 

The Lord rewarded me according to my righteoas- 
ness; according to the cleanness of my hands 
hath he recompensed me. 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have 
not wickedly departed from my God. 

For all his jodgments were before me, and I did 
not put away his statutes from me. 

I was also upright before him, and I kept myself 
from mine iniqoity* 

Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me accord- 
ing to my righteousness, according to the clean- 
ness of my hands in his eyesight. 

With the meroifui thoa wilt shew thyself meroifdl; 
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with an opiight man thoa wilt shew thyself 
upright 

With the pure thoa wilt shew thyself pure ; and 

witli the froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. 
For thou wilt save the afflicted people ; bat wilt 

bring down high looks* 
For thoa wilt light my candle : the Lord my God 

will eDiighteti uiy darkness. 
For by thee I have run throogh a troop ; and by 

my God have I leaped over a wall. 
As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the 

Lord is tried: he w a buckler to all those that 

trust in him. 

For who U God save the Lobd ? or who if a lock 

save our God ? 

It is God that girdtth me with strength^ and 
maketh my way perfect. 

He maketh my feet like hinds' feei and setteth me 
upon my high places. 

He teach eth my hands to war, so that a bow of 
steel is broken by mine arms. 

Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salva- 
tion : and thy right hand hath holden me up, 
and thy gentleness hath made me ^reat. 

Thou bast enlarged my steps under me, that my 
feet did not slip. 

I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them ; 
neither did I turn again till they were consumed. 

I have wounded them that they were not able to 
rise : they are fallen under my feet* 

For then hast girded me vrith stfength wnle the 
battle : thou hast subdued under mo those that 
rose up against me. 

Thou hast also given me the neeka of mine ene- 
mies ; that I might destroy them that hate me. 
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Tiiey cried, bat tkm was none to save them : even 
auto the Lord, bat he answered theoi not. 

Then did I beat them small as the dust before the 
wind: I did east them out as the dirt in the 
streets. 

Thoa bast delivered me from the striviogs of the 

people ; md thou hast made me the bead of the 
heathen ; a people whom I have not known shall 
serve me. 

As soon as they bear of me, they shall obey me : 

the strangers shall snbniit themselves unto me. 
The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out 

of their close places^ 
The LoH]> liv^; and blessed he my rock; and 

let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the 

people onto me* 
He deliveretb me from mine enemies : yea, thoa 

liftest me ap above those that rise up against 

me: thou hast delivered me from the violent 

man* 

Therefore will I give thanks onto thect O Lord, 

among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy 
name. 

Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and 
shewotb mercy to his anointed, to David, and to 

his seed for evermore* 

This is a Psalm of thanksgivings in which David 
gives thanks to Ood (as the title of the Psalm shows) 

because of his deliverance from all his enemies. And 
this Psalm I should divide into four parts, for David 
bad oombatted with fonr kinds of enemies — King 
Sanl, the neigbbooring nations, his son Absalom, 
and his seditious subjects. 
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At the beginning of the Psalm, ia the first siK 
vcrseSi Dayid describes the greatness of hi& periU, hiB 
4)uitreise8 and bii ttraiU in the miditof tomaay aadl 
gr&at afUcUona, ont of which tha Lord delivered 

him, The sorrow^) of hell (saith he) compassed me 
about, &c.'' 

Then in the aeventh Teraei afler the Maner of 
the prophets, he alllides in hit aoof of praiae to tho 

deliverance out of Egypt, and to tho^e mighty works 
at Mount Sinai and in the Red Sea ; intimatini^t 
that as God then powerfnlly delivered iiis people 
from the midst of death, so, he also more than once 
had been delivered hy the powerful arm and the high 
hand of God, again, as it were from the hand of 
Pharaoh^ and from the midst of sanronnding death* 

And then again, when he says verses 16, and 17, 
** He delivered me from my iitrong enemies and from 
them that were mightier than I,'^ he alludes to King 
Sanl, who had perseeated him with hostile hatred 
and hittemess for the word of God's sake, becaose 
he was ehoseu from on high to be King and to be his 
successor. 

At verse 28, he celebrates the goodness of God 
who stands by the humble and those who are des-* 

pised by the world and defends them against the 
proud and the mighty : as he did in giving David 
the victory over Goliab» the Philistines, the Ama- 
lekites, and other natiotfs» 

At verse ;>4, he intimates something respceting hiu 
third and domestic adversary his son Absalom, who, 
on that account, was by far the more dreadful and 
atrocious enemy. 

Then at verse 4-2, he gives thanks to God who so 
wonderfully stood by him against the crafty counsels 
and snares of the seditiouSf of which kind was Siba 
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and, ia the tune of Abftaiom almost the whole of 
ImeL For thie moat exe^lleot and most godly 
1cIb|^ Imd many naUooal and donestio enemieB, and 

seditious citizens; so much so, that, as he himself 
here says, many gentile nations were far more kind 
and obedient to him than his own people* 

Thei^oie anj afflicted one, especially if in magis- 
terial office, may use this Psalm in chiving thanks 
to God lor his deliverance out of various perils 
and distresses which fall upon those who govern 
the state, or who are set over the Gharch. 

And if any one wishes to understand the Psaini 
allegorically, David signifies here Christ ; Saul sig- 
nifies the Jews ; the nations that persecuted David, 
the tyrants of the world who set themselyes against 
the Gospel ; Absalom, heretics who proceed out from 
us hut are not of us; the seditious subjects, outside- 
show-Chiistians who sound forth Christ with their 
mouth, but in their heart are far from him : from all 
which this afflicted David, that is, Christ and those 
who are Christians, are at length delivered* 

This Psalm belongs to the second precept of the 
Decalogue, and to the first petition of the Lord's 
Prayer. 

PSALM XIX. 

TJie creaturai show God's glory. — The word hut y race. David praifeth 

fur grace. 

To the chief Musiciao, a Pialm of David. 

The heavens declare the glory of God ; and the fir 

mament sbeweth his handy-work. 
Day onto day nttereth speeoh| and night unto 

ni^'bt sheweth knowledge. 
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Tktre u BO Bptmh nmt iMigvage whtre tlieir TOioe 
is Mt keMrd* 

Their line is gone out tbroagh all earth, and 

their words to the end of the world. lo them 

bath be eet a tabmaoJe for Ibe sun ; 
Whieh if aa a bridegroom eoming oot of bia cbaan* 

ber, and rejoiceth as a stronar man to run a race. 
Hit going forth is from the end of the heaven, and 

hia dreait unto the ends of it : aod there ia ' 

BOtbing bid from the beat tbereof. 
The law of the LoiU) is perfect, cuuverting the 

aoul : the testimony of the Load is sure, making 

wise the simple : 
The statates of the Lobd are right, rejoicing the 

heart: the eommaDdment of the LoiiD w pure, 

enlightening the eyes : 
The fear of the Lord w cleans ondoring for ever : 

the j udgoients of the Lord art tme Mnd righteoos 

altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold ; yea, than 
maeb fine gold ; sweeter also ttianboney and the 
boney-eomb* 

Moreover, by them is thy servant warned and in 

keeping of them there is great reward. 
Who caB understand kit errors I eleanse thou me 

from secret fmuiis. 
Keep baolc thy servant also from presamptnous 

sins: let them not have dominion over me: then 

shall I be upright^ and I shall be innocent from 

the great transgression* 
Let the words of my month, and the meditation of 

my heart, he acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, 

my strength and my redeems. 

This is a prophecy eoneemlBg tke preeehing of the 
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€to8|iel to every oreatare under tbe whole beaven 

wherever the v. idc earth extends. *' Day unto day, 
(saith David) uttereth the word ; ^* that is, * from 
day to day or, ^ day and night ahall the G<»pel be 
propagated by tbe Toice of tbe apoatlea and tbe min- 
isters of the word, farther and farther ; and that, not 
only in Judea but every where in all the earth, and 
in all langnagea tbrooghoot tbe world.'-'And says 
Da?idt as by tbe life-giving ligbtof tbe Sun, all things 
in natare are illuminated, recreated, and cherished : 
ao this new light, this voice of the Gospel shall 
illnmine the world, and, by oommunieating the 
Spirit, shall revive and purify tbe hearts of men, and 
shall lift up and comfort distressed consciences. 

Here also David intimates, that the old law which 
was tbe ministration of death was to be done away 
with ; and that the €k>spel was to suceeed, wbieb 
should be the ministration of life and of the Spirit ; 
and which should be a word sweet and lovely, 
illumining the eyes and purifying the heart. 

This Psalm belongs to tbe Third Commandment ; 
for it shews us wliat is the true Sabbath, namely, 
the day or time, in which the Gospel should be 
INreaehed tbrooghoot the whole world and leoeived 
by those who should believe it. 



PSALM XX. 



To the ddsf Miuriciiiv A FMlm of DafliL 

The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble ; the 
name of the God of Jaoob defend thee. 
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Send thee help from the tanotttaiy^ and strengthen 

tlu e out of Zion. 
Kemember all thy oiferiogSi aod accept thy banit 

laorifice. Selah. 
Grant thee accoiding to thine own heart, and falfil 

all thy counsel. 
We will rejoice in thy salvation, aod in tlie Qame 

of our God we will set np our banners: the 

Lord fulfil all thy petitions. 
Now know I that the Lord saveth his anointed: 

he will hear him from his holy heaveu with the 

saving strength of his right hand. 
Some iruit In chariots^ and some in horses : bot 

we will remember the name of the LoiiD oar 

God. 

They are bronght down and fallen ; bat we are 
risen and stand upright. 

Save, Lord : let the king hear us when we call. 

This is a prayer for kings, rolers, magistrates, 
and all who sastain that most heavy barthen of 

governing the state : — that God, in such momentous 
concerns, to which all human diligence and wisdom 
are unequal (as even heathen rulers have confessed 
from their own experienee), would stand by magis- 
trates when exposed to the hatred of all, to their 
secret councils and plans of deceit; and would keep 
all subjects in their doty, and give his blessing in 
the preservation of a good and happy constitution, 
and publie peace ; especially when Satan with horri* 
ble hatred against God and the works of God, is 
endeavouring to destroy the constitutions of kiog- 
doms, and to eonfoand all things with slaughter and 
blood-shed. 

Those great and eminently spiritual men who pro- 
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daced this and the like Psalms, plainly saw that such 
great and importaat matters could not be managed 
and governed by any human wi$dom or haman 
eoansels ; and therefore they wished to pen forms of 
prajer of this kind for the safety of magistrates and 
transmit tbem to posterity. For such prayers as tliese 
were especially necessary for the people of God 
at thattime» when Dayid and other godly ralers after 
him, were continually exercised with new enemies 
and new afflictions, and those the most severely dis- 
tressing. — ^Therefore all Kings and Rulers are fools 
who do not seek for, and expect, the happy gotern- 
ment and the success of their a flairs from lieaven. 

This Psalm belongs to the second commandmenty 
as do all the other supplicatory Psalms; for it con- 
tains a calling upon the name of the Lord. And it 
belongs also to the tbirci petition of the Lord's Prayer, 
where we pray that the will of God, not of the devil, 
may be done. 



PSALM XXI. 

A thanksifiinng fur victory,— Confidence qf further tuccett. 
To the chief Mosidao, A PBalm oi Pavid. 

The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord : and 

in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice ! 
Thon hast given him his heart's desire, and hast 

not withholden the request of his lips. Selah. 
For thou preventest him with the blessings of good- 
ness : thou settest a crown of pare gold on bis 
head. 

He asked life of iliee, and thou gavest it him, evm 
length of days for ever and ever. 
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His i^ofj tf greact im Ibj lalvaiioo: bowaimid 
majesty bast tkra laid mptm bm. 

For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: 
ttott kasi mads iiim excseding glad with thjr 
ooatttenaBse. 

For the king trasletii in tba Lo«D ; and, tbroogli 

the mercy of the Most High, he shall not be 
moved. 

TIttM haad shall ind out all IhtiM enemies ; thy 
right hand shall find oet those that hate thee* 

Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time 
of thine anger : the Lord sball swallow them up 
in his wrath, and the fire shall devoor them* 

Their frnit shalt thoa destroy from the earth, and 
their seed from atnon^ the children of men. 

For they ioteoded evil against thee ; they imagined 
a misehieToas dsYiee^ which they ate not ahle im 
perform : 

Therefore shalt thou make them turn their hack, 
when thoa shalt make ready thine mrrows upon 
thy strings against the face of them* 

Be thoQ exalted, Lord, in thine own strength : 

so will WG sing and praise thy power* 

This is a prophecy concerning the kingdom of Christ ; 
— ^that his kingdom shall be temporal and eternal. 

The beginning of the Psalm gloriously predicts that it 
shall come to pass tliat this king and this people 
shall rejoice in this kingdom, and that the glory of 
it shall be great. But yon mnst understand that all 
this will be, not before the world or according to the 
fleshy but in God. For Christ entered into glory 
through the flesh and by the cross. 

This Psalm foretels also that this kingdom, that is, 
the Church of Christ; although aiUicted before the 
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world, sball be eDriohed with spiritual blessings and 
glorified ; and that this word of grace and the re- 
mksion of sins, tUi joyf«l and ail^twoal GMpel 
shall bti diffoMd abiMd mmmg all aatioai, aad tbat 

the godly and those tbat believe, shall rejoice and be 
glad, and exult in it with a full and perfect joy, 
wkkch UQ orMtiire shaU be able to dasUajr or to take 
away. 

Ob llie other head, DaYid shews that the Jews 

who opposed this connsel of God, and the wliole of 
their kiogdom should be destroyed by the awfal 
jadgaieat of God, *^ Thoa shall make them (says he) 
to tain their baek ; that Is, heeaose that people 
opposed themselves to the Gospel, and cmeified 
Christ, thou shait atilict them with heavy calamities ; 
aad» haTiaf lejeoted the people destroyed their 
kiagdomy and having doae away with, and abrogated 
the whole of their law and worship for which they so 
furiously light, thou shalt reduce them to a miserable 
slatoryt 00 that they shall be oppressed under a 
foreign yoke and laws, and shall thas snffor the 
punishment due to their sins. 

This Psalm belongs to the hrst commaDdmeat, and 
to the second petition of the Lord's Prayers for it 
foretells of a people that should not be under the 
law of Moses, but in a king^dom of rejoicing and 
thanksgiviogy and it speai^ of a new maonex of 

PSALM XXIL 

David compi4iineth in yrcat dihcourayctnent. — He prayeOi in ffreat dit- 

tress. — He prat set h God. 

To the chief Musician upoa Aijeleth ShaUar, A Fsalm of David. 

My God| my God^ why hast thou forsakeu me ? 
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whif art ikou so far fmm belping me, and from 

the words of my roaring? 
Q mx Qody I cry in the day-Umey hmt thou hearest 

not; and in the night-aeason, and am not oilent. 
Bnt thon art holy, O thou that inlmbHest the 
f Israel. 

Oar iathers trusted ia thee; they trusted, and 

thon didst deliver them. 
They eried nnto thee, and were delWered; they 

trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 
Bat I am a worm, and no man ; a reproach of men, 

and despised of the people. 
All they that see me laugh me to scorn ; they shoot 

out the lip, they sliake the head, sayingj 
Ue trusted on the LoBD that he would deliver him ; 

let him deliver him, seeing he delighted ia him. 
But thoQ art he that took me out of the womb : 

thou didst make me hope wUen I wa^ upon my 

mother's breasts. 
I was cast open thee from the womb ; thou er# my 

God from my mother's belly. 
Be not far from me, for trouble is near ; for there 

is none to help. 
Many bolls have compassed me.* strong hulh of 

Bashan have beset me round. 
They gaped upon me mtk their months, as a raven* 

ing" and a roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water, and all my bones are 

ont of joint : my heart is like wax ; it is melted 

in the midst of my bowels. 
My strength is dried up like a potsherd ; and my 

tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast 

brought me into the dust of death. 
For dogs have compassed me ; the assembly of the 

wiekcd have included me ; they pierced my hands 

and my feet. 
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I may tell all my bouea: they look and stare upon 
me. 

Tk^ pari my gamieota among them, and cast lots 

upon OS J TOitim. 
But be Mt Ihoa far fh» me» O LoftD ; O my 

strength, haste thee to help me. 
IXoUvoK mj soul from the sword } my darling from 

the power of the dog. 
SaTO ne Drom the lion's month; for fhon hast 

heard me from the horns of the unicorns. 
1 will declare thj name unto my brethren : in the 

midst of the congregation will I praise thee. 
Te that fear the Lobd, praise him : all ye the seed 

of Jacob, glorify him ; and fear him, all ye the 

seed of Israel. 
For he hath not .despised nor abhorred the aillietioa 

of the aiUeted, neither hath he hid his face 

from him ; but when he cried unto him, he heard. 
Mj praise shall be of thee in the great congrega- 
tion : I will pay my tows before them that fear 

him. 

The meek shall eat and be satisfied ; they shall 

praise the Lord that seek him : your heart shall 

live for ever. 
All the ends of the world shall reDMmber» and tarn 

nnto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the 

nations shall worship before thee. 
For the kingdom w the Loikd's and he is the 

gOYoroor among the nations. 
All they that he fat upon earth shall eat and worship : 

all they that go down to the dost shall bow 

before him and none can keep alive his own soul. 
A seed shall senre him ; it shall be accoanted to 

the LOBB for a generation. 
They shall come, and shall declare his righteuu^- 

F 



Digitized by Google 



66 



PSALM XXIl. 



ness unto a people that shall be born, that he 
hath dooe this* 

This Psalm is a kind of gem among the Psalms tbat 

contain prophecies ooaoerning Christ and bis king- 
dom, and it is pc caliarly excellent and remarkable. 
For here, if anywhere, it may be said tbal David 
does not seem to be delivering a profAeejr of nthe 
fatnre, bnt a bislory of the past ; a bislory of cir- 
comstaiices that took place within his own sig-ht and 
knowledge; for bis expressions concerning Christ are 
not at all more obseure than those of Peler or Paol, 
or any other of the Apostles: and he speaks of 
Chiist being nailed to the tree, and of the piercing: 
of bis hands and his feet, as if the whole bad taken 
place before his own natural sighl 

This Psalm eontains those deep, sublime, and heavy 
^uiierings of Christ, when agonizing in the midst of 
the terrors and pangs of divine wrath and death, 
which surpass all human thought and comprehen* 
sion. And I know not whether any Psalm through- 
out the whole Book contains matter more weighty, 
or from which the hearts of the godly can so truly 
perceive those sighs and groans, inexpressible by 
man, which their Lord and head Jesus Christ uttered 
when conflicting for us in the midst of death, and in 
the midst of the pains and terrors of hell. Where- 
fore this Psalm ought to be most highly prised by all 
who have any acquaintance with these temptations of 
faith, and these spiritual conflicts. 

Let Epicureans despise these things : examples of 
this kind will be more precious to the truly godly 
and spiritual, whether they be found in Christ him- 
self, or (as St Peter saith,) in our brethren that 
are in the world, than all the treasures and riches of 
which the world can boast« 
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David as I said, describes most clearly and ex- 
pressively the suffering's of Christ, so raacli so, that 
yoa Mem to see the circuautances to take piace 
before yoor ejrea* And aa he ao clearly poartrmja the 
foveroBoiDg sulierioga of Cbrisl, so does he with 
equal plaioDess set forth the glories which followed 
them ; for ia the end of the Psalm he shows that 
Chfiet ahooid he delivered from the movth of the lion 
nd of the dog, and fioai the midat of death and aufier- 
io^s, and should, through his resurrection wroaght by 
divine power* he glorified i that his Gospel should 
be pieaiehed» not only among that people and in that 
kingdom, aneh narrow limits, bnt throoghont all the 
nations and kingdoms of the world ; that the fat 
ones of the earth, that is the rich and powerful of 
this world, and the poor alio, abonld be converted 
nnto Christ ; thai hie Choroh shonld he eternal, and 
his posterity infinite ; and that ai» Kiug he should be 
adored throughout the whole world, that his name 
ahooid be praised and celebrated throaghoatall agea« 
and hie kingdom endure for ever, and remain invin- 
cible against all the kingdoms of the world, and 
against all creatures. 

The Psalm belongs to the first commandment of 
the Deealogoe, for it foretels a new worship of God ; 
and it has reference to the first petition of the Lord's 
Prayer. 



PSALM XXilL 

A Pra2m of David. 

The Lom> is my shepherd ; 1 shall not want. 

F 2 
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He maketh me to lie down in g^reen pastores : he 

leadeth me beside the still waters. 
H0 festoretii my soal: ho leadeth me in the paths 

of rif^hteoosneM for hit Damons sake. 
Yea, though I walk throfigh the valley of the 

shadow of death, 1 will fear no evil : for thoa art 

witii me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thoa prepareit a table before me in tho preaenoo 

of mine enemies : thou anointest my head with 

oil ; my cap runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life ; and I will dwell in the house 

<rf tho LoBD for erer* 

This Psalm is a remarkable offering of thanks to God 
for tho gift and reception of the word : and it contains 
the description of a godly heart acknowledging how 
incomparable and unspeakable a blessing and gift of 
God the knowledge of his word is* It also gloriously 
declares and extols the greatness of the goodness 
and mercy of Gad in leading ns in the right way, 
and in lifting us up and consoling us under every 
temptation, while hypocrites are left to walk in their 
own crooked ways. 

Under a beantlfol similttndo he compares himself 
to a sheep, in seeking, (if perchance it has strayed) 
saving, defending and feeding which, the faithfol 
shepherd spares no labour nor anjiiety* And as, 
under a good and watchful shepherd^ the sheep have 

fattening pastures, and wholesome brooks and foun- 
tains ; so do the godly iind ail these same pastures 
for their hearts in the word which God has provided 
for them. 

David alludes in this Psalm to the table and shew 

bread, and to the balsam and the oil of gladness. 
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For Qod will feed and comfort the Ministers of the 
word, and the hearers, and will gladden them with 
his cup though they are made sorrowful by the woild* 
He oalis the woid of God a ahepherd's staff, it* 
fresbiiiff waters, green pasivrea, that hy all sqeh 
similitndes he may show that true salvation, settled 
peace, and sore and eternal conioiation are esta- 
bliabed in man's eonseianeea by the word of God 
only. 

This Psalm belongs to the Third Commandment, 
and to the second petition of the Lord's Prayer* 



PSALM XXIV. 

iordship in the world.— The ciHmm qf Ait 9fMimH klm§4am,^ 

A FNOm of DvriA. 

The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; 
the world, and they that dweii therein. 

For he bath fonnded it apon (he seasi and esta- 
blished It upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the bill of the Lord ? or 
who shall stand in his holy place I 

He that hath clean bands, and a pure heart; who 
batb not lift np his son! nnto tanityi nor sworn 
deceitfully. 

. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and 

rigbteoasness from the God of his salvation. 
This is the generation of them that seek hiniy tbat 

seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. 
Lift np your heads, O ye gates ; and be ye lift up, 

ye everlasting doom; and the King of gloiy 

shall eome in. 
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Who is this Kinp: of ^lory ? The Lord strong and 

ntigbtj, the Lokd mighty in battle. 
Ufl op yoor beads, O ye gates ; eyen lift lAm vp, 

ye everlasting doors : and the King of glory 

shall come in. 
Wilo u this King of glory ? The Lokd of hosts, 
he i$ the King of glory. Selah. 

This Psalm is a prophecy concerning the kinp^dom of 
Christ to be spread and extended throughout the 
whole world by the Gospel. 

By a striking apostrophe David turns himself to the 
kings, princes, and wise ones of the earth, and the 
men of power and anthoritjy whom he calls after the 
genius of the Hebrew language, the * gates of the 
world.' Remember, (saith he to sneh,) that the earth is 
the Lord's, he is Lord of all. It was he that gave 
you yoor kingdoms. Ue has set up his Christ as 
King over all, whom if ye adore and aeknowledge 
not, ye shall perish together with yoor kingdoms, 
and shall be daslied in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

He exhorts such to acknowledge themselves sin- 
ners : for these powerful ones, these pharisees and 
these wise ones of the world, being blinded with a 
conceited opinion of human wisdom and righteous- 
ness, are above all others enfuriated against the 
Gospel ; for when the kingdom of grace and of the 
remission of sins is preached ; when this Christ is 
declared and proclaimed by the Gospel to be the only 
King of eternal peace, the only victorious King over 
sin, death, and the devil ; then these tyrants and 
powerful ones of the world immediately burst out 

with their cry of pride ** Who is this King of Glory ? 
Who?" As if they should say, what I Shall those 
poor abject fishermen, those dross of the earth teach 
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OS ? Shall tkef , instead of the law of Moiei, and 

instead of the religion which we receiyed from oar 
forefathers, force upon us this new worship of God, 
and thla King of theirs who was hanged upon the 
eiossT Shall Ihej fienaade as to belieye such 
dreams as these ? 

This Psalm, therefore, at the same time intimates 
that this kingdom of Christ should not be corporeal 
or earthly, nor of sacb a kind as should destroy 
political goTcmments : hot a kingdom In which the 
preachers of it shuuld bring" into subjeclion unto 
Christ the world and the kingdoms of the world by 
the word and the Gospel. 

To this kingdom (says Dayid) kings and rnlers 
shall oppose themselves and shall crucify the King 
and Lord of Glory, and sliall persecute the Apostles 
and Ministers of the word: but he nevertheless 
shall break through all kingdoms, and in defiance of 
every opposer shall enter into the world and reign by 
the Gospel in the midst of his enemies : he shall 
give to his Apostles a mouth and wisdom which none 
of their adversaries shall be able to gainsay or resist : 
and while the mightiest kingdoms of the earth, as 
Daniel saith, shall be moved and destroyed, this 
eternal king shall endure for ever and be truly mani- 
fested to be the Lord of victory and of glory. 

It has reference to the First Commandment of the 
Decalogucy and to the first, second, and third peti- 
tions of the Lord's Prayer. 

PSALM XXY. 

Daoid^B eanJtdemfB impraftf^Bepru^fth/hfTemUtton qf dm, and 

A Fiilm of Oftviil. 
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Unto tbeei O Lord, do I lift «p my souL 
O my God, I tni«tiii thee: let me not be aahamed ; 
let not mine enemies triompli over me* 

Yea, let doqc that wait on thee be ashamed : let 
tliem be asbamed wkicb Inuiigrem wilboot 
eaufe. 

Shew me tby wayst O Lord ; teaob me tby pafbe. 

Lead nie in thy truth, and teach me: forthoa art 
the God oC my salvation ; on tbee do I wait all 
tbe day, 

RememlMry O Lobd, tby tender mereieSy and thy 

iovioi^-kiadiiesses ; fur they have hem ever of old. 
Jtemember not tbe sins of my youtb, nor my trans- 
gressions: aceording to tby meiey remember 

tboQ mot for thy goodness' sake, O Lord. 
Good and upright is the LoRD i therefore will be 

teach sinners in the way. 
Tbe meek will be guide in judgment, and tbe 

meek will be teacb bis way. 
Ail tbe paths of IbeLoRD are mercy and troth unto 

such as keep bis covenant and his testimonies. 
For tby name's sake, O Lord, pardon mine ini* 

quity; for it u great 
What man is he that fearetb tbe Lord ? Him shall 

be teach in the way that be shall choose ; 
His soul sball dwell at ease ; and bis seed aball 

inherit tbe eartb* 
The secret of the Lord is with them that fear 

him ; and be will show them bis covenant* 
Mine eyes ers ever toward tbe IiOXD ; for be aball 

pluck my feet out of tbe net 
Turn tbee unto me, and have mercy upon me, for 

I am desolate and afflicted. 
Tbe troubles of my heart are enlarged : O bring 

thou me out of my distresses* 
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Look upon mine afiliction, and my paia ; and for- 
give all my siiMi. 

Consider miQe enemies ; for they are many i and 
fhej Irate me witSk erael hatred* 

O keep my soul, and deliver me : let me not be 
ashamed ; for I pat my Irast in thee. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me ; for I 
wait on thee« 

Redeem Israel^ O God^ out of all his troubles. 

This is a prayer in whioh the prophet prays, with 
wonderfnl ferveney of heart, to be strengthened in the 

faith and in the love of the Word, although he should 
have on this account great and bitter enemies in the 
world : that is, that he may not be hrolLon down in 
mind by the attetions, nor by the greatness and mul- 
tiplicity of his own endompassin^ iDfirmities when he 
saw that Epicurean hypocrites despised the true re- 
ligion and the tme word with so much confidence and 
neenie pr e s um p tion, as if they were things in which 
it was a disgrace for men of a sound mind and a 
liberal education to be in the least engaged. 

Ah Lord (saith David) preserve and glorify thy 
name and thy word. Let ns (saith lie) who are thns 
derided, spit upon, and, for thy sake, well nigh 
overwhelmed in the midst of so many afflictions and 
SO many offences, not be confounded, but let us ex- 
peet thy consolations. Let those hanghty hypo- 
crites and despisers be confounded both before Grod 
and men, who, on account of their carnal wisdom 
and powers, and riches, and other things of this 
world wbieh they admire and value, so despise thy 
word and thy worship, that they deem it a disgrace 
to have such things in their thoughts. Our eyes 
(saith he) are unto thee O Lord I Do thou, if there 
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be aajr infinuty in lu, pftfdoo it. Keep m in Ike 

knowledge of thy holy word and of that mystery of 
thine wbieh is hidden from the world, and dtaod bj 
OS in oar great straits and periJi. 
Thia Paalm belongs to tbe Seeond Comnattdinenty 

and to the secoud petition of the Lord's Prajen* 

PSALM XXYI. 

Aovid rcforMA wilo God in eon0imee qf Mi kUfgrUjf* 
A PMlm of DavkL 

ImoE me, O Lobd ; for I bave walked In mtae 

integrity : I have trusted also in the Lord ; 

therefore 1 shal! not slide. 
Sumioe me, O Losd, and prove me ; try my reins 

and my beart. 
For thy loving-kindness t> before mine eyes ; and 

I have walked in thy truth. 
I have not sat with vain persoasi neither will I 

go in with dissemblers. 
I have hated tbe congregation of evil-doers ; and 

will not sit with the wicked. 
I will wash mine hands in innoeency ; so will I 

eompass tbiae altar, O Lobd? 
That I may publish with tbe voiee of tbanlLa- 

giving, and tell of all thy woiidious works. 
Lobd, I have loved the habitation of thy honae, 

and the plaoe where thine bonoor dwelletb. 
Gather not my sonl with Sinners, nor my life with 

bloody men ; 
In whose hands is mischief, and their right band 

is fall of bribes. 
Bnt as for me^ I will walk in mine integrity : re-» 

deem me, and be merciful unto me. 
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My foot standelh in an eTen place: io the coagre- 
gaUons will 1 bless the Lobd* 

This is a prayer anto God» oontaioinir * aoBsplaioC 

against hypocrites who want to be justified by the 
works of the law, and who always persecute the true 
doctrine of iiaith and oondemn its supporters for 
heretics. DaTid calls these characters dissemblers^ 
heretics, bloody men, wicked persons. For althoagh 
they boast of great sanctity, yet their hearts are full 
of hatred aud bitterness against God^ and craft and 
iniqoity against their neighbottt: as Christ says of 
all such Pharisees when he rebnkes them by Luke, 

" Ye are they who justify yourselves before men, but 
God knoweth your hearts.*^ For such worship God 
with their lips, bat their heart is far from him : they 
worship bim not in tmth, bat do all for gain. 

In a word they serve not God but INIaintnon and 
their own belly : as Paul saith to the Philippians. 
And this Psalm saith, And their rifj^t hand is fall 
of bribes.'' Tet their hypocrisy has a wonderfal 
outside appearance. And indeed the lalse chureh 
who has power and dominion on her side, has always 
a more wonderful and showy appearance than the 
true, which lies hidden ander the Tarioos forms of 
the cross. 

Therefore we have need to pray in no slothful 
manner that God would preserve os in his true 
Cborcb, and woald not saffer as to be mingled and 
carried away with these characters, lest we have our 
portion with such hypocrites, whose end, though 
they may for a time make a show before the world, 
shall be destraction, and whose glory shall be turned 
into conlbsion i as we haTC seen it exemplified in 
the Pope and his kingdom. , 
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ThisPflftlm 1iehH^0 totlie Third Commandment, 

and to the first and second petitions of the Lord's 
Frajer : for it ipeaki of the trae woiakip and king^- 
dom of God. 

PSALM XXVU. 

Danid nutaimth his faith hy thr power of Godp bjf kU love to tie 

tervice of ( lod, by prayer, 

A FnXm of David. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom 

Hball I fear ? The Lord w the atreogth of mj 

life ; of whom shall I be afraid! 
When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, 

came apon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled 

and fell. 

Though ao host should eneamp against me, my 
heart shall not fear ; thougli war should rise 
against me, in this will I be confident. 

One thing have I desired of the LoBD, that will I 
seek after ; that I may dwell in the house of the 
LOBD all the days of my life, to behold the 
beanty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me ia bis 
paTilion : in the seeret of his tabemaele shall 
he hide me : he shall set me upon a rock. 

And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine 
enemies round about me : therefore will I offer i 
ia this tabernacle saerifiees of joy ; I will uiig« ; 
yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord. 

Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: have 
mercy also upon mOf and answer me. 

When ikou Maidii^ seek ye my faee ; my heart suud 
unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 
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Hide not tby face far from me ; put not thy servant 
away in anger : thoa bast been my help : leave 
me noli Mitlwr fofiake me, O CUkI of my lal- 
vation* 

When my father and my mother forsake me, then 

the Lord will take me up. 
Teach me thy way, O Lobd, and lead me in a 

plain path, beeanse of mine enemlei. 
Deliver me not over nnto the will of mine enemies : 

for false witnesses are risen up against me, and 

such as breathe out cruelty. 
/ k€d famtedt nnless I bad believed to see the 

goodness of the Lord In the land of the living. 
Wait on the Lord ; be of good courage, and he 

shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 

Lorn 

This Psalm is a thanksgiving, containing also a 
prayer and consolation against false teachers. 

David having been taught and exercised by snob 
great afflletioosy by so many perils and sorrows^ and 
by such fiery conflicts, for the word's sake, and 
having been supported therein against the devil, and 
the world, now finds a greater truth and reliance on 
Qody and is mote enconraged and fbrtafied against 
all his enemies. 

The Lord (saith he) is my light and my salvation ; 
whom shall I fear? That is, the Lord hath so often 
and so wonderfoUy comforted me nnder^ and so 
powerfally delivered me from, varions darknesses 
and storms of temptations, that he will not leave nor 
forsake me in time to come. If God, then, be for me, 
who can be against me I If Grod uphold me» what 
power or violence of the enemy can cast me down, 
or who can destroy me ? 
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I will not fear tlmmiids of eoenies (Mys be) 
UiOQgh they thoald raise «p war agaiaat me. All 

that I am anxious about is this one thing; — that 1 
may remain and dwell ia the house of the Lord ; 
that is, in the tree obnrch, and amosg those where 
the word of God is porely and sinoerely tangbt and 
learned. If I can hold fast this jewel I am rich. 
Fox if I bold fast the word ol God, no terrors, how 
great aoerer they may be» nor even death it8olf» ean 
destroy my light and my life ; that is, my aimi and 
eternal consolation. But if I love not the word, no 
human consolations, how great soever they may be, 
will be able to afford me that light and life. 

David direets the whole of this Psalm against 
hypocrites and false teachers, whoare sosoon oarried 
away from tJie word, and who teach human things 
and seduce men's consciences. Here he calls these 
ebaraeters false witnesses ; thai ie, saoh as aotiiiDg oan 
shame, and who know not bow to blosb. Tbo aiid»- 
city of these inexperienced characters is prodigious, 
who, without any calling, and without the word, 
boastingly make ose of the name of God and sod nee 
men, and do infinite damage both to the state and to 
the ehnrch. For we generally find it to be the case, 
that the more inexperienced snch characters are, and 
the more devoid of spiritual things, the more easily 
they rash forth to teaeb : and snch as these are those 
fanatioal spirits who afterwards raise up divisions 
and sects against the truly godly. 

This Psalm belongs to the First and Second CSom- 
mandments, and to the first and second petitions of 
the Lord's Prayer. 
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PSALM XXVIII. 

DnaiA imumih nfirtlif tumhtMf Ha ^aa— I— JEt u^amaA , ffc 

AFMOmorDaTld. 

Unto tliee will I ciy» O Lobd my rock ; be mt 
siieBl to me : lest, if tboo be silent to me* I 

become like them that go down into the pit. 
Hear tbe voice of my supplicatioDs, when I crjr 
unto tbeOy wbeii I lift ap my baodB .toward tby 
boly oracle. 

Utaw me not away with the wicked, and with the 

workers of iniquity , which speak peace to tketr 

neighbooKS, but miscbief w in tbeir hearts. 
Give tbem aceordinf to tbeir deeds, and aeeordiBg 

to the wickedness of their endeavours; give 

them alter the work of their bands ; render to 

them tbeir desert. 
Beeanse tbey regard not tbe works of tbe Lou>, 

nor the operation of his Iiiinds, he bhall destroy 

them, and not build them up. 
Blessed be tbe LoBDy beeanse be batb beard tbe 

voice of my supplications. 
Tbe Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart 

trusted in him, and I am helped : therefore my 

heart greatly rejoiceth ; and with my song will 

I praise him. 
The Lord is their strength, and be u the saving 

strength of bis anointed. 
Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance ; feed 

tbem also, and lift tbem np for ever. 

This is a prayer of David| which in bis time he used 
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against Saal, aad atliers like him ; bat especially 
against all those CSainish hypoeiites who in word 

preteodcd to desire peace, bot barned with secret 
hatred in their hearts. Soch a viper as this was 
Absalom, bis son» against him ; and sacb an ane also 
was Joab against Aniasa and Abner» 2 Kings iii. 
David, therefore, fearing lest the same things should 
be laid to his charge, prays, Draw me not away 
with tbe wioked, nor with the workers of iniqaity.** 

We may use the Psalm against tyrants and fana- 
tical spirits ; for in this way are tyrants and perse- 
cotors of the word wont to pretend peace in word, 
and yet secretly plan counsels of slaughter and 
mnider all the while. And so also fanatieal spi- 
rits and all false prophets boast with * big swell- 
ing: words' of the word of God, and tumultuonsly 
cry out thai they seek the glory and the worship of 
God, and promise nothing bat divine and hea? only 
things, and yet seek all the while their own advan- 
tage and their own glory, destroying souls^ and walk- 
ing about in sheep's clothing, while they are inwardly 
nothing bat ravening wolves. 

This Psalm belongs to tbe second and third pre- 
cept, and to the first and second petition of the 
Lord's Prayer. 



PSALM XXIX. 

iJavid exhorteth princet to give glory to Cod, by reaton ^ his jtower, ami 

protection of hie people, 

A Psalm of l>avi<L 

GivB unto the Lobd, O ye mighty, give unto the 
LOBD gloiy and strength. 
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. OIto onto the Lokd the glory daa nato h\§ iuum; 

worship the Lord in thu beauty of holiness. 
The voice of the Loud u upon the waters: the 

God of e^ory thandereth: the Lord is apon 

many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful ; the voice of 

the Lord u full of majesty. 
The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars ; yea, 

the Lord breaketh the eedars of Lebanoii. 
He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Leba- 

nou aud Sirion like a young unicorn. 
The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness ; the 

Lord shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, 

and discovereth the forests: and in his temple 

doth every one speak of his glory. 
The Lord sitteth upon the iioud; yea, the Loed 

sitteth King for ever. 
The Lord will give strength anto his people ; the ' 

Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Tius is a prophecy concerning the spread of the 
gospel throaghoot the whole world, and concerning 
the preaching of the name of Christ before kings and 

natious, aud the children of IsraeL 

''Give unto the Lord, ye mighty;'' that is, ye 
kings, ye ralers, and ye wise and rich ones of the 
world, ye Pharisees and rabbi^ acknowledge yoar 
•wisdom, righteousness, and all your excellent po- 
litical virtues, your works of the law, and all that 
is high and excellent before men, to be abomination 
In the sight of God ; repent ye and believe the gospel, 
that ye may quit yourselves under that one King and 
Lord, Christy and his church and kiugdonii and, by 
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faith and the wisdom of God» aokoowledge Christ, 
this son of God, to bo God ; for God, by a manifest 

work of his power, in the beginning sent a flood 
upon the whole world, and destroyed all flesh ; and 
the same God, by his gospel and by baptism, will 
drown and mortify the flesh, that is, the old fleshly 
Adam, by a new and spiritual baptism : that as 
many as are baptized into Christt being crucified 
aceordingto the old Adam, may be raised np together 
with the second Adam, and beoome new men and 
new creatures. 

He calls, by a hgure, the kingdoms, nations, and 
powerful cities of this world, forests ; the wilderness 
of Kadesh, oonfosed plaees of many waters, places 
for hinds to calve, ^c. These confused places the 
Lord has revealed and discovered, and brought to 
the light of the gospel. 

This Psalm refers to the third precept, and to the 
second petition of the Lurd ,b Prat er. 



PSALM XXX. 

iUm example qfGa^M d&tUng mUk Mm, 
A Psalm and Sons at the dedication of the Houae of David. 

I WILL extol thee, O Lord ; for thoa hast lifted me 

up, and liuist nul uiudc luy lues to rejoice over me. 
O Loud my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast 
healed me« 

O Lord, then hast brought op my sonl from the 

grave : thou hast kept me alive, that I should 
not go down to the pit. 
Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of bis, and give 
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness. 
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For his anger endureth but a moment ; in his favour 
is life : weeping may endure ior a night, but joy 
eometk in the morDing. 

And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be 

moved. 

LoHD, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain 

to stand strong : thoa didst hide thy faoe, and 1 

was troubled. 
I cried to thee, O Lord ; and uuto the Lord 1 

made supplication. 
What profit is there in my blood, when I go down 

to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee ? shall it 

declare thy truth ? 
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me : Lord, 

be thoQ my helper. 
Thoa hast tamed for me my mourning into dancing : 

thou hast put oiOf my sackcloth, and girded mc 

with gladness : 
. To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee; 

and not be silent, O Lobd my God, I will give 

thanks unto thee for ever. 

This is a remarkable Psalm, and tnily Davidieah 
Here, with a wonderful fervency of heart, be gives 

thanks unto God for having delivered him from 
spiritual temptations and unspeakable conilicts v^ith 
Satan, and for having refreshed and comforted his 
heart when brought down to such a state of weak- 
ness, when broken witfi such views of misery, terror, 
and wrath, and when almost overwhelmed with the 
greatness of his temptations. Thou hast (saith he) 
brought my soul up from hell:'* that is, thou hast 
enabled njc to overcome the violence and fury of 
Satan, which never could be overcome by any human 
power. 

o s 
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This Psalm contaios, as yon see, those sublime 

and heavenly feelings of one rejoieing in the Holy 

Ghost, because God has turocd such deep distress, 
such overwhelmiag terrors and fears, so many tears 
and sighs from the Tory belly of hell, into a joy that 
has refreshed and healed the soul that was just 
before burning with the liery dart^ of the devil, and 
with the very flames of hell. 
The Psalm eontains also a most sweet consolation : 
His anger (says David) endareth hnt for a moment : 
in liis favour is life;'' that is, God, although he 
exercises the godly in these deep temptations, and 
these intense agonizings of sonl, yet he does not so 
try them with the intent to slay them ; nor does he 
afflict, in order to destroy his people; nor is he the 
God of misery, of terror, and of death, but the God 
of peace and of life, the God of joy and of conso- 
lation. 

This Psalm belongs to the third precept and to the 
iirst petition of the Lord's Prayer. 

PSALM XXXI. 

J/avid^ shewing his confidence in God, craveth his help, — Herejoiceth in his 
mercy. — He prayeth in his calamity. ^He praiteth God for Atf 
goodness. 

To the chief Musician, a Fsalm of David. 

In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust ; let me never 
be ashamed : deliver me in thy rigbteoasness* 

Bow down thine ear to me ; deliver me speedily : 
be then my strong rock^ for an boose of defence 

to save me. 

For thoo art my rock and my fortress : therefore^ 
for thy name's sake» lead me and goide me. 
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. Puil me out of the net that they have laid privily 
for me ; for thoa art my strength. 

Into thine hand I eommit my spirit : thoa hast 
redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 

I have bated them that regard lying vanities: hot I 
trost in the Lobd. 

I will be f^lad and rejoioe in thy mercy : for thou 
hast considered my troubie ; thou hast known 
my soul in adversities ; 

And hast not shot me up into the hand of the 
enemy : thou hast set my foot in a large room. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in 
trouble ; mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, 
my soul and my belly. 

For my life is spent with gnef, and my years with 
sighing: my strength faileth because of mine 
iniquity y and my bones are consumed. 

I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but es- 
pecially among my neighbours, and a fear to 
mine acquaintance: they that did see me with- 
out fled from me. 

I am foigotten as a dead man out of mind ; I am 
like a broken vessel. 

For I have lieard the slander of many , fear was 
on every side ; while they took counsel together 
against me^ they devised to take away my 
life. 

Bat I trusted in thee, O Lord : I said^ Thou art 
my God* 

My times are in thy hand : deliver me from the 
band of mine enemies, and from them that per* 
secute me. 

Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; save me 

for thy mercies' sake, 
Iiet me not be ashamed^ O Lobd; for I have 
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called upon thee : let the wicked be ashamed, 

and let tbem be silent in the graTe. 
Let the Ijing lips be put to silenee ; wbich speak 

ICrievous thiols proadly and eontamptvoosly 

ap:ainst the righteous. 
Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid 

op for them that fear thee; wkiek thoo hast 

wrought for them that trust in thee before the 

sons of men ! 
Thou slialt hide thern in the secret of thy presence 

from the pride of man ; thoa shalt iiLeep them 

secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues* 
Blessed ie the Lord ; for be hath shewed me his 

marvellous kindness in a strong city. 
For I said in my baste, I am cut off from before 

thine eyes : nevertheless thou heardest the voice 

of my supplications, when I cried nnto thee. 
O love the Lord, all ye his saints: for the Lord 

preserve th the faithful^and plentifully rewardeth 

the proud doer. 
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your 

heart, all ye that hope in the Lukd. 

This Psajm is a thanksgiving, and contains also 
prayers and consolations. And the way to arrive at a 

right understanding of the deep feelings and cir- 
cumstances contained in this Psalm, is to know that 
this Psalm is the general and continual cry of Christ 
and his members, groaning and sighing under the 
cross and various aHlictions. For the Church is a 
congregation of afflicted, poor, and tried persons. 
The wicked men of the world, the rich, the despisers 
of all religion, and the atheistical Epicureans have, 
as Christ saith, their consolation; while the godly, 
the spiritual, and those that believe, being exposed 
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to the horrible hatred and envy ol tlie vil, are exer- 
cised and distrciied through all their liie, inwardly 
with fears and terrors in their hearts, and oatwardly 
by pmeeations, blasphemies, and oontempt for the 
word of God's sake; and 3et, from all these lliey 
are delivered: for, as St. Paul saith, "Where 
affliotions abouBd, there eoosolatioos aboand also/' 
This Psalm belongs to the second and third pre- 
cept, and to the first and third petition of the Lord's 
Prayer. 



ADMONITORY OBSERVATIONS. 

And here I will cease to show, like a schoolmaster, 
to which precept of the DecalognCy and to which 
member of the Lord's Prayer each Psalm belongs ; 

for from what I have already said upon these points, 
my seriously-disposed readers will be enabled to 
observe and jadge for themselres. All the snppUca* 
tory Psalms belong to the second precept and to the 
first petition of the Lord's Prajcr, for tlicy honour 
and sanctify the name of the Lord* And the Psalms 
which teach, console, and give thanks for deliver- 
ance, belong to the second and third precepts of 
the Decalogae, and also to the first and third peti- 
tions of the Lord's Prayer : for they teach us how, in 
truth, to keep holy the Sahbath day, how to worship 
God with the trae and highest worship, and how to 
ofl'er the most acceptable sacrifice; namely, the 
sacrifice of praise. And most of the Psalms refer to 
all those three precepts of the Decalogue, and to all 
those petitions of the Lord's Prayer. 

My reason for giving these hints respecting the 
commandments, and petitions of the Lord's Prayer, 
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la which the diffmnt Psainii bdoog, in this mj 
brief siumnaiy of the contents of the Psalms, is this: 

to shuu tliat the whole Scripture flows from the 
Decalogue as from a fountain; and that in the Ten 
Commandments and in the Lord's Prayer are con- 
tained the snm and substance of all theology er 
divinity ; and tliat nothing can be taught i» the 
Church more subiime or more exceiient than these 
two parts of Divioe revelation. For we see how the 
greatest prophets and Moses himself^ drew their 
great and divine discourses tiom the iirst, the second, 
and the third Commandments » and, in a word, from 
the whole of the Decalogne ; how diligently they 
weighed every thing and made it harmonise with 
this; and how they continually'delivered new things, 
yet all with reference to this great general Decalogue. 
Hence indeed it was that Moses, that most eminent 
man of God, gave this precept, ^* These words (says 
he,) thou shaft meditate, when thou standest op and 
when thou liest down ; and thou shalt teach them 
diligently to thy children," &c. 

In all their diseonrses and writings, therefore, the 
prophets and apostles allude and refer to the Deca- 
logue or Ten Command ments. From these Ten 
Commandments tlow all the doctrines, and aii the 
godly living of the saints : for there is no holiness or 
godliness of life or true religion, apart from the Ten 
Commandments: because they are the never-failing 
inexhaustible fountain of all wisdom, righteoosness^ 
and of all perfection in the saints. Nor is there any 
of the complaints ottered by the Prophets or Apostles, 
nor will you lind any other in all their discourses, 
but that against false prophets, hypocrites and false 
teachers, who, disregarding, nay, totally despising 
and spitting upon, the true and highest worship of 
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God, (which is that of the first Comraandment, that 
requires faith aod the fear of God,) teaeh their own 
boman dreams, whieh have nothing whatever to do 

with the Decalogue, and do not at all belong to it. 

Agaiiii»t these characters it is, (as we see in Moses 
kimself, in Isaiah, in Jeremiah, and in the epistles of 
Panl and Peter,) that the Prophets and Apostles 
complain bitterly, and that with tears ; against these 
it is that they cry aloud and wage war with all their 
powers; that they might preserre this trae and 
highest worship of God, and might destroy from 
among men, hypuciisy and all Lumau doctrines and 
fanatical dreams. 

PSALM XXXII. 

Bkuedneus comUteth tii remusion qfsim. — Co7\fesition of sku giveth Mue 
to thiB coructmee.-^Go^B prmnhei bring joy, 

A Psalm oi David, Maschil. 

Blessed is he te^/io^e traosgression forgiven, wlwte 

sin is covered. 
Blessed t# the man nnto whom the Lord impnteth 

not iniquity, and in whose spirit there ie no 

guile. 

When i kept silence, my bones waxed old through 

my roaring all the day long* 
For day and night thy hand was lieavy apon me: 

my moisture is turned iuto the drought of sum- 
mer. Selab. 

I aoknowledged my sin nnto theOi and mine ini* 
qnity have I not hid. I said, I will eonfess my 

transgressions unto the Lord; and thou lor- 
gavest the iniquity of my sin. Selab. 
For this shall every one that is godly pray nnto 
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thcc in a time when thou mayest be found; 

surely in the iloods of great waters they shall 

not come nigh onto him. 
Tbon €rt my hiding-place ; thoa slialt preserve me 

from trouble ; thou shall compass uit about with 

songs of deliverance. Selah. 
I will instract thee and teach thee in the waj which 

thoa shalt go : I will gaide thee with mine eye. 
Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have 

no understanding : whose mouth must be held in 

with bit and bridle, lest they come near nnto 

thee. 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked : but he tliat 
trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass him 
aboQt* 

Be glad in the Lobo, and rejoice, ye righteoos : 

and shout for joy, all that are upright in heart. 

This Psalm is a very remarkable and valuable one* 
St. Panl qootes it in that profound discossion of his, 
Rom. iv. where he teaches us what sin is, and how 
we obtain the remission of sins, aud, in a word, bow 
we are justified before God: for it is in this matter 
that all hypocrites so deeply err : heeanse boman 
reason cannot imagine that sin is accompanied with 
such great and such infinite guilt before God, and 
with a guilt that no human powers nor works can 
wash away. In a word, it knows not what sin is, 
and thinks that it can be washed off, and taken away 
by works. 

Whereas David here plainly says, For tJiis shall 
every one that is godly pray:'' and he says also, 

that no one can be justified or sanctified before 6t>d, 

unless he acknowledge himself to be a sinner, and 
know that he is to obtain the remission of sins witU- 
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out any works and mentSf by the mere metey of God, 
and by a free and gratnitoos imputation. In a word, 

onr righteousness is Dot placed in us, or in our 
works ; bat is such, that the remission of our sins is 
tmly and rightly ealled the free rbmission of onr 
sins : and also that our sins are truly said ^ fwt to be 
imputed,' but * to be covered** * Blessed (says J>avid) 
are they (thai is, sach are accepted before Grod, and 
are truly righteoos and reconciled to God) whose 
transgressions are forgiven and whose sins are 
covered.' 

Here David says, in plain words, that all the saints 
are, and- still remain, sinners ; and that they are jus- 
tified and sanctified in no other way than this ; — God 
of his free mercy, for Christ's sake, is pleased not to 
tmpote their sins ante them, nor to judge them, but, 
in mercy, to forgive them, and cover over their sins, 
and forget them. And although in many other re- 
spects there is a great difference between the saints 
and the wicked, yet, in this point there is no differ- 
ence, — ^they are all equally sinners, and all equally 
sin every day. But the sins of the saints arc not 
imputed unto them : they are covered and iorgiven 
iMi account of their faith in the promise of free grace* 
Whereas the sins of the wicked are imputed unto 
them, and they are exposed to the e>e and to the 
awful judgment of God. The wounds of the latter 
are not bound up : but the wounds of the former are 
bound op, and are cured with healing plasters and 
oil : and yet they are both truly wounded and truly 
sinners ! But of this, more in its place; and I have 
said much upon it in others of my writings. 
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Cod U to be praUedJor his yoodneu, fur hus power, and for his providence. 

"-Cm^tdrnM U to beploMd <» God. 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: ybr praise 

is comely for the upright. 
Praise tbe Lobd with harp : sing unto him with 

the psaltery, and an inptrnment of ten strings. 

Sing unto him a new song ; play skilfully with a 
loud noise. 

For the word of the Lord tf right : and all his 
works are done in tmth. 

He loveth ri«;hteousness and judgment: the earth 

is fuU of the goodness of the Lord. 
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made ; 

and all the host of them hy the breath of his 

mouth. 

He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an 
heap : he layeth op the depth in storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the Lord : let all the inha- 
bitants of the world stand in awe of him. 

For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, 
and it stood fast. 

The Lord bringeth the eonosel of the heathen to 
nought : he maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect. 

The eoonsel of the Lord standeth for ever^ the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord ; and 
the people whom he hath chosen for his own 
inheritance. 

The Lord looketh from heaven ; he beholdetb all 
the sons of men* 
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Ffom the place of bis habitation he looketh upon 

all the inhabitatiU) of the earth. 
He fashioneth their hearts alike; be considereth 

all their works* 
There is no king sayed by the miiltitadeof an host : 

a mighty man is not delivered by much strength. 
An horse is a vain thing for safety : neither shall 

he deliver any by his great strength. 
Behold, the eye of the Lord is open them that fear 

him, upon them that hope in his mercy : 
To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them 

alive in famine* 
Oar soul waiteth for the LoED : he is our help and 

our shield. 

For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we 
have trusted in his holy name. 

Let thy mercy, O LORD^ be upon us^ according as 
we hope in thee* 

This Psalm i» a remarkable thanksgiving, where 

the prophet calls upon all the saints, and those that 
fear God, to rejoice and give thanks unto God for his 
preserving the church so wonderfoliy in the midst of 
the world, in the midst of the kingdom of the devil, 
and exposed to so many evils and perils on every 
side, — to give thanks unto God, I say, who never 
forsakes the godly, and those that fear him, when 
tossed to and fro on sneh waves of temptation, nor 
suffers them to be overwhelmed, nor to perish, though 
conflicting in so perilous a manner. 

God, says David, created the heaven and this 
whole universe of things by his word* *^ He spake, 
and they were made:" therefore he is omnipo- 
tent, and nothing is difficult to him : and hence he 
can deliver his own from the midst of death, and 
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from the midst of bell. And tben, Bgain^ bis good- 
ness and his irutli are exceedingly great and infiniU". 
He regardetb and heareth tbe afflicted, he is ever 
present with them in the hour of temptation : and» as 
Da?id says in another Psalm, The Lord is nigh 

unto them that arc of a broken heart." 

Therefore God is not only willing to help and sue- 
conr the godly, bat to snceonr them even as a father 
would his ehildren ; even as that graeious promise 
which IS eomprclicudcd in the First Commandincnt, 
declares ** 1 am the Lord thy God : " that is, I 
will be the Lord thy God: I will be thy life, 
thy salvation, thy shield, thy defenee, thy eternal 

strength, thy et( rnal salvation, and consolation ; thy 
eternal and inlinite good, against all the evils that 
ean come npon thee :-^For this is to be God 1 

In the first place, therefore, David proclaims with 
great fulness of expression this unequalled wisdom 
and power of God, — that God has in his hand all the 
hearts and thonghts of all men, kings, rulers and 
potentates tbronghont the whole world ; that he turns 
them and orders them just as he will ; that he 
governs and overrules all their deliberations and 
connsels, and directs them all according to his own 
mind and pleasure. The Lord (saith David) bringeth 
the counsel of the heathen to nought : " that is, he 
wonderfully breaks oil and disappoints the counsels 
of tbe wise, of the kings, of the potentates of this 
world : and suddenly defeats all the attacks of tbe 
enemies against his people and bis church, bow sure 
soever of success they may appear, and he turns 
all their destruction upon the beads of the enemies 
themselves, so that |they cannot perform their enter- 
prises nor accomplish tbe devices which they plot 
against the righteous, but they fall themselves into 
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the pits which they have digged, and there perish 

and rot. 

This is DO small coDsoiatioD to those that fear God, 
amidst ail that bitterness and Satanic craelty which 
the tyrants of this world execute against the godly, 
when they fearfully threaten that they will fill all 
tilings witli biood if they do not deny Christ and bis 
gospel. These make no end of their threats, because 
they are as if they wonld terrify God himself, and 
hurl Christ down from the tliione of his majesty. 
Whereas God, all the while, holds in bis power the 
thooghts and imaginations of every one of them, 
and also their life and the breath that is in their 
nostrils: and therefore such are subverted and des- 
troyed in a moment before they have accomplished 
their designs. Only meditate npoo all the examples 
of this since the beginning of the world. What 
became of ail the counsels of the people of Sodom 
against Lot ? Where is that great monarch and 
tenor of the world* Sennacherib 1 What (to come to 
onr own times) has become of Pope Leo X. and all 
the other bitter enemies of the word ? 



PSALM XXXIV. 

Daeid praiseth God, and exhorteth others thereto by his experience. — 
Theij are blessed that trunt in Gnd^^Ue exhortetk to the /tar qf God* 
—The privUeges qf the riyhtetnu, 

A PMlin of David , when he changed Us behaviour before AUmelech t 
wbo diove him away, and lie departed. 

I WILL bless the Lord at all times: bis praise 

shall continaally he in my month. 
My soul shall make ber boast in the LoBD : the 

huuiblc hear thereof y and be glad. 
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0 magnify the Low with me, and let as exalt bis 
name togetben 

1 soQgbt the Lord, and be beard me, and deliveied 

me from all my fears. 
They looked unto him, and were iigbtened ; and 

tbeir faees were not asbamed. 
This poor man eried, and tbe Lord beard Atm, and 

saved him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of tbe Lord eDcampeth roand about 

tbem that fear bim, and dellYeretb them. 
O taste and see that tbe Lord is good : blessed it 

the HHui t/rat trusteth in him. 
O fear the Loed, ye his saints : for there is no 

want to tbem that fear bim. 
The young lions do laek and soffer hunger: bat 

they that seek the Loud shall not want any good 

thing. 

Come, ye ebildreU) hearken unto me, I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that desireth life, and loTeth 

fiMMty daySy that be may see good ? 
Keep thy tongue from evil» and tby lips from 

speak ini; ^uile. 
Depart from evil, and do good, seek peace, and 
pursue it. 

Tbe eyes of tbe Lord ure upon tbe rigbteoas, and 

bis cars are open unto their cry. 
The face of the Lord t# against them that do e?il, 
to cut off the remembrance of them from tbe 
earth. 

The righteous cry, and tbe Lord beareth, and de- 
livereth theru outot all their troubles. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart ; and savetb such as be of a contrite 
spirit 
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Haoy are the afflictions of the righteoai : but the 

LoBD deliTeretli him out of them alK 
Ha koepeth all Us bones : not one of them is 

broken. 

EyII shall slay the wicked ; and thej that hate the 

lighteoas shall be desolate* 
The LoBB redeemeth the seal of his senrants ; and 

none of them that trust in him shall be desolate. 

This Psalm is a remarkable thanksgiving, and Is 

nearly of the same import with the prectding, as 
the title of the Psalm, and the sixth verse show : 
for David here sets forth himself as an example and 
proof before all the godly, to show, that Ood always 
hears the prayers and suppiicatioDs of the godly, 
and them that believe, and does not despise the 
sighings of the afiUeted. 

David here, after a majestio opening of the Psalm, 
promises that he will set forth the sum of all godli- 
ness. What man is he (saith the Psalmist) that 
desireth life, and loveth many days. Keep thy 
tongoe from evil, Ice/' Here, he requires before all 
things, the tear of the Lord, and the worship oi tlie 
first Commandment : that, cleaving closely to the 
woidy we might avoid bypoerisy and lying doetrines» 
and that we might truly trust in God, endure his 
will, and not rebel or murmur against him. And 
then, that we should Jive in peace with our neigh- 
bonr^ not rendering evil for evil, but blessing even 
our adversaries and our enemies, and, as much as 
in us lies, living in peace with ail men, whether they 
be good or eviL 

For thus does the oonnsel of God stand, which 

eannot be changed or altered,— that the saints should 

live in aiiliction in this life. Wherefore, if thou 

u 
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w!!t be a grodly man, if thou wilt cleave onto God, 
prepare thjr soul Duvid here saiUi) to tempta- 
tions, to tko OMNM, and lo ailiolions : for tbwi it is 
immntably decreed of God, (as he sajs after*" 
wards) ** Many are the afflictions of the righteous/' 
And again, this firm and eternal counsel of God 
stands also iminatably fixed,— that it is God's wili 
to deliver the saints from all these evils, and so 
wholly and faithfully so, that not even the least bone 
^f them shall perish : nay, in the resnrreotion, and 
in glorifieation, every bone shall retam to the body 
with greater perfection than ever; as Christ says in 
his Gospel, Even the very hairs of your head are 
all nnmbered/' 

What then is this light and momentary tribulation, 
in comparison with that eternal weight of glory, * 
which shall be revealed in ns ? For although the 
bones and members of the saints are, above all otheis, 
emelly scattered and broken, bnmt in the fire, and 
left to rot in graves ; yet, even though they be 
thus sown in i^oominy, they shall be raised in glory : 
they shall be quickened again with all their limbs 
and bodies ; and all their bones shall be restored ; 
and the just shall shine like the sun in the kingdom 
of their father. For that maddened and insatiable 
fary of the devil, shall not be able to mangle the 
bones of the saints, or so to extinguish the choreh as 
that it shall be annihilated altogetlier. The death, 
and the cruel bruising of the bones of the saints, 
shall be temporary only : bat ihm giorifioation in 
God, shall be for ever and ever. 

And observe, how remarkably this Psalm speaks 
of the resurrection, and also concerning angels. 
For this is the first Psalm which we have yet treated 
en, that speaks of angels. This Psalm shows that 
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they are ministers and helpers to the saints, being 
sent forth to minister unto them who shall be heirs 
of sahftttioB. I>a?M shows that they are not only 

present with us, bat that they most dilig^ently and 
uDceasiogly watch OYer as, and stand up for onr 
iefenee; that they encamp roand abont as, and fight 
for OS perpetoaily, as if in open battle, that they 
may dcfcod us against the horrible violence, and 
infinite snares of Satan and his members. All 
which things are the greatest consolation to the 
godly, and them that belloTe* 

This is all confirmed by the example of the pro- 
phet EUsha, 2 Kings vi. 16. when he said concern- 
ing the ministration of angels, ** Fear not, for they 
that be with ns, are more than they that be with 
them." The prophet makes an allusion here, after 
' the manner of the prophets, who drew all their 
matter from Moses^ as it were from a fountain. 
Moses says of Jacob, Gen. xxxii. when he feared 
the cruelty and rage of his brother Esau, ** And the 
angels of God met him. And when Jacob saw them, 
he said, this is God's hosf So it is said, that 
angels came to Eiisha, and encamped ronad about 
him ; a& we have it in the present Psalm. 



PSALM XXXV. 

Darl^ prayrth for his own gaf**fv. and hh enemiest* confvsinn. —H^' rmn- 
piaineth titeir mongfuL deaiiny, — 1 hereby be mciteth God ayaimi 
them, 

AFsalmof DftviO. 

Plead my cause, O Lord, with them that strive 
with me : fight against them that figLt against 
me. 

H s 



100 



PSALM ZXXV 



Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for 
mine help. 

Draw out also the spear, and stop the tpay against 
them that persecnte me : say onto my soal, I mm 

thy salvation. 
Let the til be confounded and put to shame that 

seek after my soul : let them be tamed back and 

brooght to eonfnsion that devise my hart. 
Let them be as chall before the wind : and let the 

angel of the Lord chase them. 
Let their way be dark and slippery : and let the 

angel of the Lord perseoate them. 
For without cause have they hid for me their net 

in a pit, which without cause they have digged 

for my son!. 

Let destmetion come upon him' at unawares » and 

let Lis net that he hath hid catch himself: into 

that very destruction, let him fail. 
' And mysonl shall bejoyfaiinthoLoBD: it shall 

rejoice in his salvation. 
All my bones shall say, Lord, who is like unto 

thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is 

too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy 

from him that spoileth him? 
False witnesses did rise up ; they laid to my 

charge things that 1 knew not. 
They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of , 

my soqI. 

But as for me, v\ hen they were sick, my clothing 

was sackcloth ; I humbled my soul with fasting ; 

and my prayer returned into mine own bosom. 
I behaved myself as though he had been my friend 

or brother : I bowed down heavily, as one that 

mourneth far hif mother. 
Bat in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered 
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themselves together: yca^ the abjects gathered 
themselves together against me, and I knew it 
not ; they did tear ig|^, and ceased not: 

With bypoeritleal moekers in feasts, they gnashed 
upon me with their teeth. 

liORD, how Jong wilt thou look on ? rescue my soul 
from their destractions, my darling from the 
lions. 

I wilJ give thee thanks in the great congregation ; 
I will praise thee among much people. 

Let |iot them that are mine enemies wrongfully 
rejoiee over me : nntker let them wink with the 
eye that hate me without a cause. 

For they speak not peace : but they devise deceit- 
ful matters against ikem that are quiet in the 
land. 

Yea, they opened their month wide against me, 

and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen t>. 
This thou hast seen, O Lobd : keep not silence : 

O LoBDy be not far from me. 
Stir op thyself, and awake to my judgment, even 

unto my cause, luy God and my Lord. 
Judge mci O Lord my God, according to thy rights 

eonsness ; and let them not rejoice over me. 
Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we 

have it : let them not say. We have swallowed 

him up. 

Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion 

together that rejoice at mine hurt: let them be 
clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify 
iAmmsIm against me* 
Let them shout for joy^ and be glad, that farour 
my righteous cause : yea, let them say continn* 
ally, Let the Lukd be magnified, which hath 
pleasttie in the prosperity of his servant. 
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And my tongue shall speak of diy rigliteoiisness 

and of Ihjr praise all the day long. 

This is a prayer wherein Da?id eomplains bitterly 
against those worst of all men who are ftmnd abont 

palaces, and who flatter kings and miers, and, for 
their owo gain and advantage, tickle their ears with 
adalation in order to please them ; and at the same 
time, speak evil of the innoeent, enflame the power- 
ful against the preachers and professors of the word 
of Gody endeavoar to suppress the truth, and cause 
awfal iojnries both to oharehes and to states. Thus 
snob ebaracters as these tradoeed David before king 

Saul, though they were men to whom David had 
rendered the greatest services, for whom he had 
often most fervently prayedi and in endeavouring to 
save and protect whom be bad bnmgbt upon him- 
self much misery and distress. 

The matter of this Fsaim may be a great consola- 
tion to as when we see the doctrines of troth and the 
gospel of Qod to be bated and tradoeed before kings 
and rulers, with the most impudent lies, and the 
most virulent speeches of the enemies of true piety, 
nay of every thing that is honest and becoming man. 
Thos» a eertain man, r«narkable for the fear of God, 
once told me that, at the tenth year of the August 
Assembly, by the impudent and malicious report of 
some present, nothing was talked about in the pope's 
palace concerning Lntber, bot, * that he denied the 
Lord Christ, that he despised the Virgin Mary, and 
contemptuously set aside baptism, the sacraments, 
end all religion ; and th^ he winked at tiiell, adol- 
tery, and other open sins, and permitted them to 
pass by with impunity/ These forgers, however, of 
this manifest lie were pat to shame openly when 
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Chartes V» hioiMitl wm piaseat and beard ne when 
I made a eonfession of my doetrine; and then aIso, 

the devil, the father and fountain of lies, was himself 
confuted. Thus are these wretches wont to traduce 
the godljr in thia maliciooB mannert and to defame 
tbern^ while they themselves in the mean time enjoy 
all the secular benefits of the gospel. Of this stamp 
there are thousands before us in onr day. 

Hypoeriticai (or halting) mockers (saith David)^ 
who halt between two desires, — ^who want to serve 
both God and men, — conspire together a<;ainst mc. 
For these when they have beea raised at the expense 
and loss of the godly, and have golden riches and 
bononrs, trample those very godly ones nnder their 
feet. Soch ungrateful wretches as these are all 
hypocrites and fanatical spirits, who serve not the 
Iiord or Christ bnt their own belly. And jnst such 
now are all those who enjoy and squander all onr 
property, and persecute us into the barg'ain. 

In a word, as it happened to Christ our head, so it 
is now with the ohnreh and all who fear God. He 
that eateth my bread, saith Christ, trampleth me 
under foot, and that for the hire of thirty pieces of 
silver. These are those hypocrites who consider 
their own belly above every thing else, whose un- 
bounded and insatiable cruelty is ever raging against 
tbo^e that fear God ; as David here complains. 

PSALM XXXVI. 

IkMpn^fdh/br/aioomr to G^d*! cMlcbm, 
To tbe chief Musteliii, A Piiliii of Davldfhe temnt oTUie Lord* 

Tan transgression of the wicked saith within my 

heart| that titers is no fear of God before his eyes. 



104 PSALM XXXVI. 

For lie flalteretb himself in lite ewa eyes, ualil Ui 

iiiiqaity be found to be hateful. 
The words of his moath are iniquity and deceit: 

he hath left off to be wise, mud to do food* 
He devlsefh mischief npon Ui bed ; he seClea 

himself in a way tJiat is not good ; he abhoneth 

not CTil. 

Thy mercy, O Low, w in the heayens; mtf fby 
faithfalneu rwcheih unto the eloiida. 

Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; 

thy judgments are a great deep: O Lo&D, thoa 

preservest man and beast. 
How excellent u thy loTing-kindaess, O CMII 

therefore the children of men put their tra^ 

under the shadow of thy wings. 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness 

of thy house ; and then shalt make them drink 

of the river of thy pleasures. 
For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light 

shall we see light 
O continue thy loving-kindness ante them that 

know thee ; and thy righteousness to the upright 

in heart. 

Let not the foot of pride come against me» and let 
not the hand of the wicked remove me. 

There are the workers of iniquity fallen : they are 
cast down, and shall not be able to rise. 

This is a Psalm containing a very necessary doc- 
trine, and marks whereby heretics, faise-teachersy 
and fanatical spirits may be discovered. And in the 
end he begs of God with a wonderful fervency that 
he may be guarded against all these pestilences. 
And after he had at the beginning of the Psalm ex- 
actly described these characters in their own eolooii« 
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lie takes courage, in the middle, himself, and comforts 
ail those that fear God; aud tells them, that, although 
SBteii by his iastrnmeoii roan and rages againat the 
church, yet, that the woid of God shall remala and 
the kingdom of God stand unmoved, against all the 
yiolence of Satao, and against the power of all the 
kingdoms of the world. 

Thy righteousness (says David) is lilce the great 
mountains: and t[iy judgements are a great deep;** 
that isy as the rocks and mountains which God has 
fixed, no power can OTcrtiirow ; — and as the great 
deeps of the sea are inexhanstlble, so, thy word O 
Lord stands firm, and no human power can overthrow 
or subvert the truth: and although all the gates of 
hell and all the attempts of men and devils should 
set themselves against thy word and will, yet with 
thee is the fountain of life; that is, in thy house, 
where thou dwelicst by the word in the midst of ene- 
mies: that fountain and river of life will still remain ; 
that is, this wordof thine, whereby afflicted consciences 
will be raised up and revived. 

And here, if any where, the prophet expressively 
describes those false teachers. He JSnt of all brealitt 
out against sneh, with the most fervent seal at the 
Ibegiiining of the Psalm. * Certainly, (saith he) if 
there be any set of men, e?il men, these are of all 
the worst : for they are men of an abandoned impu- 
dence, virulent, and destitute of the fear of God, 

and of faith in him ; they are secure despisers of 
God and religion ; they are proud, arrogant, pre- 
cipitate, audacious, and prepared for every thing 
that is bad.* 

In the next place, they approve and commend no 
one but themselves. They hate all others most bit- 
terly, and traduce and defame them ; they excel in . 
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this 0B6 thiBf only,— -in adoning and Mtdng off 

themselves, in using boasttd self-praising words, in 
oootemptooiuiy despising others, and in arro* 
gating to thmaelw only the apirit and waiahip of 
Grod, aod the appellatioii of the true ohateli. 

In the third place, their doctrines are most pcr- 
niciouSy and tilled with lies: for they Mght against the 
dootrlne of Udth and of graoei and deoeive men by 
their oatside danMng, and their hypoerity. 

In the fourth place, they are rashly precipitate, 
and will endare no monitof ; £or they are harder 
than any iron or any adamant: and if yoo do not 
appland all they say and all they do, they immedi* 
ately rage and maiie a tumult with all the fury of 
Satan. 

In the Jiftk plaee, they go out and diffase their 
doctrines as widely as possible ; and their speech, 

as Paul saith, eateth like a canker. For, for the 
most part, such men have an audacity above all 
sineeie and good men, and a determinate aplrit to 
aoeompHsh all tiieir own purposes ; and they are 
restless, vehement, hot-headed, and so furiously and 
wickedly aim at the accomplishment of their own 
purposes, that yon woold think they wonld overtsm 
everything else. 

And lastly, they hostilely persecute all those who 
do not subscribe to their creed. And all theae enor- 
mities they perpetrate witli a wonderfally unoon* 
eemed and insensible security ; as if they were all 
the time pleasing God and doing him service. 
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Jiatidptnmdeih topaHme$ tmd em^fUdmM l» 6otf» fty the d^^^rmi 
tfrtate i^thB fodlif ami thtwlehti* 

AFHiImofOftTid. 

Fbst not thyself beeaase of eviMoers, neithef be 

thou envious against the workers of iiiiquitj. 
For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and 

wither aa the green herb. 
Trast In the Lord, and do food : to shaft thoa 

dwell in the land, and veril> thou shall be fed. 
Delight thyself also in the LoBD ; and be shall 

gi¥e Aee the desires of thine heart 
Commit thy way onto the Lobd ; trost also in him, 

and he shall brin^ it to pass. 
And he shall bring forth thy hghteoasness as the 

light, and thy jndgment as the noon day. 
Rest in the LosD, and wait patiently for him : fret 

not thyself because of him who prospereth in his 

way» becaase of the man who briogeth wielded 

deviees to pass. 
Cease from anger, and forsake wrath ; fret not 

thyself in any w i.se to do evil. 
For evil-doers shall be ont oM; but those that wait 

upon the LoBDt they shall inherit the earth* 
For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be ; 

yea, thoa shalt diligently consider his plaeoi and 

it ikM not be. 
But the meek shall inherit the earth ; and shall 

delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 
The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnash^th 

npon him with his teeth. 
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Tke LoBD sball laogli at him ; for he leeth that his 

day is coming. 
The wicked have drawn out the sword, aod have 
bent their bow, to east down the poor and 
needy, tmd to slay soeh as be of upright oonYer- 
sation. 

Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and 

their bows shall be broken, 
A little that a rig^htooas man hath U better than the 

riches of many wicked. 
For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: bat 

the LOBB apholdeth the righteons. 
The LoBB knoweth the days of the npright ; and 

their inheritance shall be for ever. 
They shall not be ashamed in the e?il time; and 

in the days of famine they shall be satisfied. 
But the wieked shall perish, and the enemies of 

the Lord ahull be as tlie fat of Lambs : they shall 

consume, into smoke shall they consume away. 
The wicked borrowetht and payeth not again : bnt 

the righteoos sheweth mercy, and giYeth« 
For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the 

earth ; and the^f that be cursed of him shall be 

cat off« 

The steps of a good man are ordered hj the LoBt> ; 

and be delighteth in his way. 
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; 

for the LoBD apholdeth Atm witA his hand. 
I haye been yonng, and now am old ; yet haw I 

not seen the righteoas forsaken, nor his seed 

begging bread. 
He ii ever meroifal» and leadeth ; and his seed u 

Messed. 

Depart from OYil, and do good ; and dwell ibr 

evermore. 



. ij i^cd by Google 



P8ALH XXXVIL 



109 



For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not 

his saints; they are preserved for ever: but the 

seed of the wioked shall be cat off. 
The righteous shall iDherit the land and dwell 

therein for ever. 
The mouth of the righteous speak^eth wisdom, and 

his tongue talketh of judgment 
The law of his God it in his heart ; none of his 

steps shalJ slide. 
The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to 

slay him* 

The Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor con- 

demn bim when he is judged. 
Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shali 

exalt thee to inherit the land : when the wicked 

are cut off, thou shalt see it. 

have seen the wicked in great power, and spread- 

ing himself like a green bay-tree. 
Yet he passed away, and, lo, he woi not : yea, I 

sought him, but he could not be found. 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for 

the end of that man u peace. 
But the transgressors shali be destroyed together : 

the end of the wicked shall be cut off. 
But the salvation of the righteous is of the LOBD; 

he M their strength in the lime of trouble. 
And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them ; 

he shall deliver them from the wicked, and save 

them, because they trust in him. 

This is a Psalm of consolation, which exhorts us to 
patience in the world ; and shews us that we should 

not be angry with, nor mutter against God, when we 

see it to be well with evil men, and evilly with the 

good; This indeed is oft<»n a cutting offence^ and 
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CT c e e d iDgly gwUM the weak onei $ ooBoarnhi^ whieh 

aiisu Habakkuk complains, chap. i. For when the 
iiaints think that all thiogs turn oat prosperousiy and 
moceiefaliy to the wioked^ and all tkiagi advaiaely 
and nnanceaatfally to those that fear God, thej 

appear, as to haman jodgment, to be dealt hardly 
wilh indeed. 

We aee an infinity e€ naiiee and iogratitade in the 
world» and an extreme eontemptof teiigien; a eon- 
tempt of all good learning, and of all virtue and 
honesty. Of this we have examples sufficiently 
manifest, in onr time, among the poweifal and noble 
of this world, and also among oitiaens and peasants, 
who ail wish to have the liberty of doing what suits 
their pleasure. To these impious despisers of the 
word of God all things tarn ont prosperously : they 
abonnd in riehes, and they are raised to honours : 
while those that fear God are afflicted with hunger 
and nakedness, and are despised, derided, and con- 
temned. And moreoTer, theyendare the most bitter 
hatred of the devil and the world for the word^s )mke ; 

they can scarcely breathe under their aillictions, and 
they are often bound with letters and imprisoned. 
Here, not to gi? e way to anger and indignation ; here, 
not to torn epievreans and deny God, is a wisdom 
beyond all that is human : is a wisdom that is alto- 
gether spiritual and divine. 

The snm therefore of this Psalm is, — suffinr ; that 
is, learn patience. Every evil must be overcome by 
bearing it with patience. Cast thy cares upon the 
Lord. Do not murmur ; be not angry ; wish no ill to 
the wicked. Leave the management and govemment 
of all to God ; he is a righteous judge.-^Tbis Is the 
all-'necessary doctrine that is delivered to us in this 
Psalm : a doctrine wholly unknown to the wise of 
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thiii world. And here the Holy Spfiit comforts the 
god]y in a varioos, and at tlie same time, moat 
fetherlj aa4 affoctioBalo wif ; tmd tbal with the 
most great and gracioas promlm. And tkm^ at aa 
example, David himself says, I have been young, 
aod now am old, yet saw I never the righteras for- 
saken/' And then he eonelodee with thiealeniags 
against the wicked. Bat to show forth this patience 
in the midst of so much malice and perverscness of 
the worid, is the power and operation ef the Holy 
Spirit only, and it fcnnd only in tpiritnai men : for 
all haman reason, and all tlic wise ones of the world, 
cannot judge otherwise, than that it is unworthy of 
Gad, and nnjost, that it tboaid be well with the evil^ 
and ill with the good. 



PSALM XXXYIII* 

A Mlm of David to btiag to remembrance. 

0 Lord, rebnke me not in thy wrath: neither 

chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand 

presaeth me tore. 
There ie no sonndaets in my flesh beeaase of thine 

anger; neither is there any rest in my bones 

beoaase of my sin. 
For mine iniquities are goae arer mine head : at 

an heavy harden they are too heavy for me. 
My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my 

foolishness. 

1 am troabled ; I am bowed down greatly ; I go 
moarning all the day long. 
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For mj lains are tiled with a loatbaonie dinmt: 

and there is no soundness in my flesh. 
I am feeble and sore broken : I have roared hf 

reaion a£ the duqnietiieis of mj heart. * 
Lord, all my desire u before thee ; and my grea»» 

ing is not hid from thee. 
My iieart pantetb, my strength faileth me : as for 

the light of mine eyee, it also is gone from me. 
My lovers and my fkienda stand aloof from my 

sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off. 
They also that seek after my life lay snares for 
me : and they that seek my hart speak misebie- 
TOQs things, and imagine deeeits all the day 

lonpT. 

Bat If as a deaf heard not ; and / was as a 

domb man thai openeth not his mooth. 
Thos T was as a roan that heareth not, and in 

whose mouth are no reproofs. 
For in thee, O Lord^ do I hope: thoa wilt hear, 

O LoHD my God. 
For I said, Hemr me ; lest &iherwi§e they sllbald 

rejoice over me : when my foot slippetb, they 

magnify themselves against me* 
For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is oontina* 

ally before me. 
For I will declare mine iniquity ; I will be sorry 

for my sin. 

Bot mine enemies are liTely, and they are strong : 

and they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. 

They also that render evil for good are mine adver- 
saries ; becaase I follow the tkmg that good is* 

Forsake me not, O Loud ; O my God, be not for 
from me. 

Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation. 
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This is a fervent prayer to God, in wLich David 
complftinfl with wonderful groanings, that he is 
siriokeii and brais^ with the sense of his sin ; thai 
he is distressed and stiaitened in spirit under the 
deepest sorrow ; and that he can see nothing and 
feel nothing but wrath from heaven, and the terrible 
lightmngs, arrows^ and threatenings of God ; and in 
a wofd, death, and hell itself; and that this great 
distress exhausts not only all the moistare, all the 
strength, all the blood, and all the mstrrow of his 
framoi hat fills him with an nnspeakahle alarm and 
pertnrhation, and makes him pant and sweat with 
agony ; so that the intenseness of his feelings, 
destroys the natural colour and appearance of his 
fiEUse, and affects his whole body. For to feel in 
reality the burthen of the conscience nnder a sense 
of sin, is a distress and terror exceeding ail other 
distresses and terrors* And these deep temptations 
of the godly are greatly increased by those wicked 
ones withoaty who cease not to call them heretics, 
seditious persons, and murderers. For these hypo- 
crites, while they boast in the teeth of the godly that 
they are the true saints, and the tme church, and 
the real people of God, (and God in the meantime, 
which is often the case, not bringing in help and 
consolation) the godly are deeply grieved and af- 
flicted, as if God was their enemy becaose of their 
sins. 

But this Psalm teaches us constantly to hope for, 
and expect the help and consolation of God, and 
Still to fight against all such hypocrites by prayer. 
And the prophet, in the midst of the agomsing con* 
flict of this temptation, sustains and lifts np himself 
by taking courage from the divine promise. And 
here he maintains his caose, (which is not the cause 

I 



Digitized by Google 



114 



PSALM XXXiX 



of men but of God,) as ft strong^ IMmi agftintt 
Satan and his cause, and iiere a^in flows in the 
coMolatioii of faiib, lea And sa also we om^t to 
pray alwayf , aad In m tomptatton yidil to memm 

oi mind, even though we are sinners, and thongli 
Satan shakes as with the honriUe tenors of sin : for 
graee ia stmigtr Umui aia 1 



PSALM XXXIX. 

UMTf can qf hU thoug^-^Thg cmMsrmtUm Hm hrmi»$ and 
pf life, thBmerwcBqfG^i^sjiidgmmtt, mdpm^trtVMf 
hriUmifkiipailmm, 

I SAID, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not 
with my tongue ; I will keep my moutli with a 
bridle> while the wicked is hafiire m. 

I was daab vitk Mleaee: I held my peace, svm 

from good ; and my sorrow was stirred. • 
My heart was hot within me ; while I was musing 

the fire homed : tktn spake X wkh mj traf^iiey 
IiOiKD,make me to know mine end, aadthe aaeaanse 

of my days, what it is; that I may know how 
frail 1 am. 

Behold, thott hast made mj daj^s as as kud-- 
breadth, and mine age w as nothing before thee: 

verily every man at his best state u altogether 

vanity. Selah. 
Sorely every man walketh ia a Tain shew ; sniely 

they are disqoieted m twim; he keapelb up 

n'eAflt, and knoweth not who shall gather them. 
And now, Lord, what wait I for 2 my hope w in 

thee. 
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SaHrer me from all my IranMicreMioils; make me 

not the reproacb ai thm iooiiab. 
1 wm donls I sptDad Mt ny mcmth ; bettoie 

Remove thy stroke away from me: I am (XHHOBMd 

by tka l»iow of Uiine hand. 
When tiM irith ratakai 4att Mmol mo Hbt 

iniqaity, thoa makest bis beaaty to consume 
away like a motb : surely every man is vanity, 

Bwr my pmjm^ O LotD, md give ear iiata mj 

cry ; hold not thy peace at my tears : for J am a 
Stranger with tbee, ioul a sojourner^ as all my 
llatbmMrr. 

O tpmre me, that I may feoof er strength, before I 

go hence, and be no more. 

This is fteeaaolatory Psalm^ eottteiDing ako a prayer 
ef the ptopbety In wiiiob be prays tbat hia mdoth 

may be bridled, tbat be might not break out into 
Uas^emy and mnrmaring when be sees the wicked 
to prosper in tbe world, and most proodly to deepiie 
God and bis word, and to think of nothing bat amas- 
sing riches, kc. ; and when he sees, on the contrary, 
that the godly are aflieted with varioas temptations 
witboat and within, and eonflieting both with the 
world and wMi Ae derR* 

Rather (says he) teach me, O Lord, to know mine 
end ; that is, that there will be an end to my life at 
leagih ; that is, teacAi me to magnfy the fdtore, 
whieb does not yet appear* Oaard me frmn that 
perilous security of tbe wicked in which they g'ive 
themselvea «p wholly to this world, and devote them- 
•elvee to eoveting tbe things thereof, and to pride 
and ambMoB) as if they shosld lite here for ever. 

IS 
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For it is often a great vexation to the godly, and 
indeed the prophets themselves complaio of it, — that 
tke wieked aod the evil abomd in. every ictad of 
loxary, wftllow in all the pleasom of wine and 
feastiug^, and live their whole lives in secuiity, 
atrangers to tronble and affliction, while the godly 
are affliotedy and tmpted, and dietmaed both from 
without and from within. 

But the end shows that the godly are happy ; 
and the wieked, with all their perishable happi- 
neuy tmly miaerable. . Hence the prophet aatth. 

And nowy Lord, what is my expeetationy (or what 
wait I for?)'* As if he bad said, shall I be always 
thus alUicted 1 Shall I be utterly overwhelmed I 
Will these temptations eontittne to vetom «pen*(iia 
for ever ? No ! (says he) the Lord is my expecta- 
tion : that is, I shall find in the end, after all these 
temptations and death, an eternal life^ a reconciled 
God, the pardon of all my sins» and even in thin 
world, I shall not be fonaken. Bnt the wieked, 
after their short life, will find nothing but death, — 
death eternal 1 



PSALM XL. 

ThebeH^pfeonftdmux in God.—Ohedience ia the heU MtOfifht^Tht 
tmae qfJ}avid*9 ecUt u^fiameth his prayer » 

Td the chief Musician, aPsaUnof David. 

I WAITED patiently for the Low ; and he ineliaed 

onto me, and heard my cry. 
He brought ine up also out of an horrible pit, out 

of the miry clay, and set my feet npon a rock, 

aind established my goin§s. 
And he hath pot a new song In ay monft, cim 
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praise unto our God: many shall see and 
fear, and sbaii trosi in the Lord. 
Bbfsed is that man that maketh the Lord hia 
trost, and respeotath not the prond^ nor soeb as 

turn aside to lies. 

Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works 
wkkk tboo hait done, and thy thoagbts wkkk are 
to Qs-ward; they eaanot be reekoned np in 
order unto thee : i/* I would declare and speak 
of them, they are more than can be numbered. 

Sacrifioe and offenng tbon didtt not desire ; ndne 
ears bast tbon opened : bnrnt offering and sin 
oflering hast thou not required. 

Then said I, Lo, I oome : in the Tolome of the 
book tl uwrttten of mt ; 

I delight to do thy wtU, O my Ood: yea^ thy law 

is within my heart. 

I have preaohed righteousness in the great congfe* 
gation : lo^ I have notrefrained my lips, O Loud, 
tfaoaknowest 

I have not hid thy righteousness within ray heart; 
i have declared thy faithfulness and thy salva* 
tion: I have not eoneealed thy loving-ldndness 
and thy troth from the great congregation. 

Withhold uot thou thy tender mercies from me, 
O LoaD : let thy loving-kindness and thy truth 
conlimially preserve me. 

For innumerable evils have compassed me about; 
mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, so 
that I. am not able to look up : they are more 
than the hairs of mine bead : therefore my heart 
faileth me. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me: O Lord, 

make haste to help me* 
Iiet them be asb«ned and eonfounded together 
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Oat fl«ek after my ao«l to il i itoo y tt ; M flmi W 

driven backward, and put to shame, that wish 
me evil. 

Ihem be 4eeeiato fev a laMidof Iheiv aliaiBey 

that say onto me, Aha, aha ! 

Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in 
thee: let such as love Ihy Ovation sagr coo- 
tin oaUy, the Lord he iMgaiied. 

Bat I am poor aad needy : yet the Lobd thfaiketh 
upon me: thoa art my help aad my deliverer; 
make no taifying, O my CUmL 

This Psalm is a prophecy, and tte veiee ef Ohrist 

himself; where Clirist himself says, that he was 
heard in the midst of his suifehngs, when crying and 
groanttig ia the mldit of the agony ef death. And 
it is also a beaotifol example aad conselalion for 
the whole church, and for all the members of Christ, 
«-*4hat God will never forsake any of those thai 
believe in him, when agonising in the same manner, 
if they cry nnto him, and call upon him in the midst 
of the horrible pit and terrors of death. 

The great prophet David, and odma like him, 
poblisbed forth Psalna ef this kind» oeneerning the 
greatest and most important things of Christ's king- 
dom and people : for the expectation of the Messiah 
and of Christ, was a very impertaot mailer among 
the people of 6ed, and therefore David makee the 
person of Christ himself speaking. 

Christ here plainly says, that he is the one and 
only person who fulfils the law, and doea the will of 
God« Here he exclndes all others and their worka. 

In the volume of the book (says he) it is written 
of me/' That is, the promise of blessing and grace^ 
that the seed of the woman ahonld brniae the aer« 
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p»nlf0 hmif ud that in the seed ef Almbam 
all the natiem of the earth shonld be blessed, were 

concerning me, &c/' Thus he rejects and abrogates 
the whole law, with all works, sacrifices, and forms 
af worship ; beoaose^ by them, the will ot God is 
■ot MfiUed. 

All onr works and sacrifices, therefore, arc re- 
jeeted. Christ here saith, that he is the sole and 
Mljr one who pleases God, and fulfils his will. By 
these woids, therefore, he promises the New Testa- 
ment ; where there is no righteousness of the law, 
bat the righteousness of faith, preached in the great 
oottgiegatioii: that is, in the whole world, in all 
nations. There is no preaobiog of the righteousness 
of the law, which only makes men proud pharisees 
and hypocrites, who have not their hope h&ed in 
God, or in the promise of grace, but in their own 
righteousness, falsa holiness, and legal hypoorisy. 



PSALM XLI. 

Gcff$ tan 9if Urn fow.—VoM egmptakuih qfJdimmM treaektrif* 

To the chief Maaician, A PBahnef David. 

Blbssbd is he that eonsidereth the poor; the 

LoKD will deliver him in time of trouble. 
The LoBD will preserve him, and keep him alive ; 
amd be shall be blessed upon the earth > and 
thou wilt not deliver him unto tike will of his 

enemies. 

The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of 
languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in 



Digitized by Google 



120 



PSALM XLI. 



I saidi* homOf Im neioUbl nto aie: heal mj 

soul ; for I have sioned against thee. 
Mme eoeraies speak evil of me ; when shall lie 

die, and his name perish ? 
And it he eome to see he speakilh vanity: his 

heart ^alheretli iniquit) to itself ; when he goeth 

abroad, he telleth it. 
Ail that hate me whisper togetiier against me : 

against me do thej devise my hurt 
An evil disease, $aythe^^ cleaveth fast onto him: 

and 7101c; that he lieth, he shall rise ap no more. 
Yea, mine own familiar friend in whom I trusted, 

whieh did eat of my bvead, hath lilt ap ku heel 

against me. • 
But thou, O LoHi), be merciful unto me» and raise 

me up» tiiat I may reqoile them* 
By this I know thai thou favovrest me, beeanse 

mine enenay doth not triumph over me. 
And as for me, thou upboldest me io mine in- 
tegrity, and settest me before tby face for ever* 
Blessed he the Lobd God of Israeli from everlast* 

ingi and to everlasting. Amen^ and Amen* 

This Psalm is a prophecy ; where* after the manner of 
the Psalms, Christ himself speaks, and with a won- 
derful feeling, complains of bis domestic traitor Jadas, 

and of those cruel dugs which vented their fury on the 
poor; by which do^s, he means those that crucified 
him* He prays, that God woold jadge his cause, and 
set him before his face : that is, that God his father 
would comfort him in his suffering, and raise him 
from the dead; that, beiog exalted, through the cross 
and death, to the right hand of God, he might be 
glorified with eternal life and victory. 

This is a great and unspeakable consolation to all 
the godly ; where, in the fourth verse, the boa saith. 
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<^ heal soal, for I have aiuiad sgsfauit Ih^eJ^ He 

confesses himself to be a sinner before God his 
Father, whereas he was without Bio, and no guile 
was foand in his laoath* H«re» AereflDte, he stands 
as our priest, as a vietiai and saerifiee fersin, bearing 
and sufifering for oar sins, as if they were his ; and 
be bore the gailt of them. 

In the beginning of the Psaim he eomprsbends 
the sum of the whole matter, in a Tery powerful 
expression. ** Blessed (saith he) are they who con- 
sider the poor and needy : that is, blessed, yea, 
eternally blessed are they, who are net effsndedat 
the onee weak, eraeffied, and eondemned Christ, bat 
who believe the Gospel. For the preaching of the 
cross is to the Gentiles foolishness, and to the Jews 
a stambling^block. And it is the greatest of ail 
<^enoes to the world to preach, teach, or confess, 
that the once poor, crucified, and condemned Christ, 
now sits at the right hand of the divine Majesty, and 
that be is on high, the Lord of ali» both in this 
world, and that which is to come. For with this 
Christ, that people of the Jews were so offended, and 
they so ran upon and stumbled on this rook of 
offenoe, that, to this day, they rsmain oast oat and 
scattered, and wander aboat over all the face of the 
earthy without apriesthood, and without a kingdom ! 

PSALM XLII. 

David's zeal to serve God in the temple. ffe encourageth hit tend to * 

trutt in God, 

To the chief Masiciaiit Maachil, for the sods of Korah. 

As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God. 



♦ 
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AM I eomt and mppear before God T 

My tears have been my meat day and night, white 
they coDtinaAUjr laj anto When t# Ikj 
eod? * 

Whett I remeaiber these tkm^Sj I pmr out my scml 

in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went 
with them to Uie liouse of God, with the voice 
of joy md praise^ with a mltilade that kept 
holy day. 

Why art thoa cast down, O my soal ? And why 
art thou disquieted in me I Hope thou in God : 
foir 1 ehali yet praiaa him fir the help of his 
oountenance. 

0 my God, my soul is cast down within me: 
theiefoie will I remember thee Ikom the land of 
Jordan^ and of the Hermonites, from the hiH 
Mizar. 

J>eep caileth unto deep at the noise of thy water- 
spoots; all thy waves* and thy hillows are gone 
overme^ 

Yet the Lord will command his loving-kindness 
in the day-time, and in the night his song shall 
be with me, Mdway prayer onto the God o| noiy 
Ufe. 

1 will say nnto God my rock, why hast thou for- 
gotten me ? Why go I mourning because of the 
oppression of the enemy ? 

A9 with a sword in my bones, mine enemies re- 
proach me ; while they say daily nnto me, where 
is thy God ? 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul, and why art 
thou disquieted within me ; hope thoa in God : 
for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of 
my countenance and my God, 
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Tflu is an mtdM pra jer to God ; Mdnotog an 6X« 
oeeding greatneas of spiriiQal feeihiir, and aa 

ntterable groaning of the Spirit. Under this simi- 
Ikttde of a hart, at the begioning of the Faalai, the 
Paalmist deooribes hit IbeUngs in tiia boor of tettpt* 
ation, when he was wholly inmersed ia the extreme' 
of distress, and absorbed in tears. For in that hoar 
of darkoessy the God of life, and peace, and light, 
and ooMolatkiiy ia not aeea ; but Hkt aan of all com* 
fort is hidden as it were behind a cload. Then the 
hearts of the thus tempted feel nothing but an angry 
God, and a cruel avenger ; and £»atan increasea these 
itiamai viewa of ooisery to a woaderfnl extoDt. To 
these things, moreover, aie often added the blaa* 
phemies of those who make derision of the afBicted, 
and assail them with the taant, Wbere is now thy 
€kNl i — ^For the world and the vngodly cannot 
contain themselves, when they see the saints in 
calamities ; they cannot refrain from tauotiog and 
deriding them ; from aggravating the distresses of 
tbese godly ones, and from exclaiming, in their 
bitterly-catting triumph, * They hoped in God that he 
would deliver them. Where is now their delivering 
God ? Where is now their Christ they talk so much 
about ? This is jnst how anch heretics ought to be 
served/ For these wicked creatures judge according 
to the flesh and blind reason ; and imagine, that 
affliction is a certain sign of divine anger against 
the saints. On the other hand, they boast of their 
own afflictions, or any slight adversities which they 
may meet witli, as sufferin§:s for the Lord's name 
sake, and as martyrdoma and acorowa endured for 
their apostolic innocence. For those perrerae and 
idrulent wretches, those blind leaders of the blind, 
though they know, yet will not know, that God thus 
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fastens liis talDti, tbat be may altorwarda aoaifort 

them ; but not tbat be may forsake, destroy, or coq- 
demn them. 

' Tlie Psalmiit desimy with the greatait fenreacy 
iif hearty to cone onto the hiraae of the Lord, and 

into the con^ef^ation of those that sin ^ and rejoice ; 
to keep holy the sabbath, to celebrate the name of 
the Lordt and to see the face of the Lord ; that is, 
he has an ardeat desire to hear the word of the 
Lord, that he might thereby be lifted up and re- 
freshed ; being well nigh consumed in such a fiery 
beat of temptatioii and distress. The boose of the 
Lord is where the word of 6od« and the promise of 
grace are preached. And by " the face of God/' he 
means the presence of God ; where God, by his 
word, reveals himself, and bis will, and grace, and 
gives tlie iLOOwledge of them unto men. This he 
calls in another place * God's taming, (not his back 
but) his face towards as/ 



PSALM XLIIL 

J M tdi praying to be regtored to the tempU, promUeth to aemt Gcd 
jonfuUy^Ht encoura^th hi* $oul to trwt in God* 

Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an 

angodly nation: (X deliver me from the deceitful 

and iittjmt man. 
For thon art the God of my strength : why dost 

thou cast me oil? why go I mouroing because of 

the oppression of the enemy ? 
O send out thy light and thy tmth : let them lead 

me ; let them bring me unto thy holy bill, and 

to thy tabernacles. 
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■ Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God 
my exceeding joy: yea, upon the iiarp will I 
praise thee^ O .God, my God. 
Wby art thoa cast down, O my soqIT and why art 
thou disquieted within me? hopeinOod: fsr I 
shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
Qoanteiiaiieet and my God. 

This Psalm is of the same purport as the preoeding; 
and David uses almost the same expressions. He 
dasires to go into the house of God in the light and 
tmth of God : that is, he desires to be comforted, 
under his distress and temptation, by the word of 
God. 

PSALM XLIY. 

To dM Maaldaa for flia bods of Korab. Mssdin. 

We have heard with our ears, O God, oar fathers 
have told us, what work thoa didst in their days, 
in the times of old. 

Horn thou didst drive out the heathen with thy 
hand, and plantedst them ; hoiv thou didst afflict 
the people, and cast them out 

For they got not the land in possessioii by their 
own sword, neither did their own arm save them: 
but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light 
of thy comitenance, because thou hadst a favour 
onto them. 

Thou art my King, O God: command deUvemiioes 

for Jacob. 

Through thee wiU we push down oar enemies: 
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Ilmnq;li thy Mma will we tead them under that 

rise up against nn. 
For I will Dot trust in my bow, neitiier shaU my 

f word mw no. 
But Iboa bail saved us IWm our enemies, and hast 

pat them to shame that hated us« 
In God we boast all the dvf long, aud pfuiau thy 

name for eyer. Selah. 
But thoQ hast cast oiF« and pot as to shame ; and 

goest Dot forth with our armies. 
Thou makest us to turn baek from the eueaay ; and 

they whieh bate us spoil for tbemseWeSb 
Thou hast given as like sheep appointed for meat ; 

and hast scattered us among the heathen. 
Thou seilest tby people for nought, and dost not 

increase tkif wealth by their price. 
Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a 

scorn and a derision to them that are round 

about us. 

Tboa Makest us a byword among tbe beatfaen, a 

shaking of the head among the people. 

My confusion is continually before me, and the 
shame of my fooe batb oovered no. 

For the voice of bim that reproaebetb and bias- 
phemeth ; by reason of the enemy and avenger. 

All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgot- 
ten thee, neither bate we dealt ialaely in tby 
eoveaant* 

Our heart is not tamed back, neither ha?e our 

steps declined from tby way ; 
Though thou bast save broben us in the plaue of 

dragons, and coTered us witb the shadow of 

death. 

If we have forgotten the name of oar Uod, or 
stretebed out our baads^ to astraugu God ; 
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Sball not Ood searoli tiite avt! for be kmineai tte 

secrets of the heart. 
Yea, fof thy sake are we killed all the daj loag ; 

we are coa&led aa ateep far tile siaagbier. 
Awake, why sieepaet tiMMi» O LoB&! ariea, eaal m 

not off for ever. 
Wherefore hidest thoa thy face* and forgeUest oar 

afflietion and oor oppTesskm ? 
For our soul Is bowed down to the doit: oar ballj 

cleaveth unto the earth. 
Arise for our beip, and redeem os for thy mercies* 

sake. 

This is a prayer of the whole people of God ; and it 
is offered up in the person of all the saints ; especially 
of tbose onder the New Teatamaat, wbom yM here 
iind to be complaining that they are crneiiy slaagh- 
tered and slain by the wicked nations, by the ungodly 
men, and by tyrants. For God deliTen bia saints 
into tiio bands of men, as if bo bad nyeotad tbem, or 
utterly furi:;otten them. Whereas, he glorified the 
patriarchs of old, and all those his people from the 
beginnittgy by migbty worfca and oimelea in the sight 
of the nations that opposed them. And indeed all 

the saints maintain, not their own cause, but God's ; 
and seek, not their own glory, but bis : and yet for 
ibis Tery jnrt and holy eanse, and for no othet reason, 
Dor any other efiae» they are tfias torn and slangb- 

tered by exile, by the spoiling of their ^oods, and, in 
a word, by death ; and are aa cruelly treated in the 
world, as if they wm tbo most wicked of all men, 
Md a mese set of Tsgabondaand nuurdorers* 

In a word, this Psalm is a sighing and groaning of 
spirit against the weakness of the flesh ; which flesh, 
OTon in the saints, ararmnm against Oed, beeMse he 



Digitized by Google 



1^ 



FSALM XLV. 



gwenw tfie iMTld wltli imoli M appamnoeoriiijas- 

tice ; and is in appearance, an unjust judge, permit- 
ting the saints to be aiilicted whom he ought to sup- 
port and eomfoity and proiBotiiig aod eulliiig tbe 
wicked wham he ought to oreithmr. 



PSALM XLY. 

The i m^i9 mig t 'a m ^ Chrtutt t h yi Jlw . Tk$ dMr ti mnk t tm i 

tie ben^M thereqf. 

To the ditef Moaldaii upon Shoshuminit for tli« flonfl of Konli* 

Maidiil. ABoagci Lotfm, 

Mt heart is indidng a good matter: 1 1 peak of the 

things which I have made touching tbe king; 

my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 
Then art|faifer than the ohildren of men : graoe is 

poured into th j lips : tfaetefoio God hath Ueaeed 

thee for ever. 
Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, U mott mighty, 

with thy gloiy and thy m^iesty. 
And in thy majesty ride prosperously beeaase of 

truth and meekness ayul righteousness ; and thy 

right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 
Thine arrows an sharp in the heaii of the king's 

enemies ; wk^rebi^ the people fidl under thee. 
Thy throne, O God, is for and ever and ever: the 

sceptre of thy kingdom it a right sceptre. 
Thou lovest righteoosneas, and hatest wiokedMss: 

ther^re God, thy God, hath anointed thee with 

the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and 

oaasia» out of the ivory palaoes, whereby they 

hate toade thee glad. 
King»' daughters were among thy honourable 
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wommi upM tkj ligjbt kMd did ilMd the 
qaees ia g^ld of Ophur. 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline 
tliiue ear; lorg^t al«o Uiioe owa peopky and tky 

So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty : for he 

is thy Lord ; aud worship thou him. 
And the daughter of Tyre «Aa^ be there with a gift ; 
mm the rioh among the people shall intreat thy 
fevour. 

The kiog^s daughter is ail glorious within: her 

clothing t# of wioaght gold. 
She shall be brooght unto the king in raiment of 

needlework: the virgins lier companions that 

follow her shall be brought unto thee. 
With gladness and rqoioing shall they be broaght: 

they shidl eater into the king's palaee. 
Instead of thy fathers shall be thy cliiidren, whom 

thou mayest make princes in all the earth. 
I will nmke thy name to be remembered ia all 

generations: therefim Aall tike people prdse 

tliee for ever and even 

This is a piophsey coaoerniag the gospel and fciBg<> 
dom of Christ; and it describes, in many rieh and 

sweet figures and expressions, the spoase of Ciaist^ 
the charoh* It describes also Chiisti going forth in 
all Us regal pomp ; having all royal gifts, a manly 

and regal form, snavity and grace of speech, a war- 
rior's armour, the splendour of regal dress, and sue* 
cess in war against his enemies, &e.; and also as 
possessing all kingly virtues, «—righteonsnesS| cle- 
mency, ^bLC. 

And moreover that he may set the kingdom of 
Christ befim our eyes in its sweetest appearance, 

K 
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the Pialmist desoribes btm as baling palaoes and 

iiuuscs of ivory ; a queen, and her attendaDt virgins; 
and sons and daughters. All these things are to be 
midenitood of the apiritoal kingdom of Christ and 
the chnrefa, where Christ is a King, powerfnl, wise, 
just, t^racious, and "victorious; and moreover, a con- 
queror triumphant; and also rejoicing, preserving, 
comforting and enriching his own, against sin, the 
law, and death, fce. 

And David here clearly foretels that the law of the 
Old Testament shoald be abrogated. Hearken 
(sajs he) O daughter, and incline thine ear, forget 
also thy father^s house : (here he seems to glance at 
the .syna<^o^^ue) : so shall the King- liave pleasure in 
tliy beauty, and thou shalt worship him;^' showing, 
that there is no true God out of Christ; and ascribing 
unto Christ truly difine honour; namely, that of the 
first and great precept, — that is, adoration. And in 
the sixth and seventh verses, he plainly calls bim 
God : thus making him an eternal king, the fonnda^ 
tion of whose throne is in righteousness : who justi- 
fies all that believe in him, and takes away sin, and 
destroys death and bell. And no one can be an 
eternal king that dies not, but he that is truly and 
naturally God !— of which we have spoken at large 
elsewhere, in oar more full commentary on the 45th 
Psalm. 

PSALM XLVL 
To the chief Mnstetaii for the sons of Korah. A song upoD Alamoth. 

God is our refuge and strength, a Tery present 
help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the eartb be 
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remoTed, and thoa^h tfae mcnitttaiiui be carried 

into the midst of the sea ; 

Though the waters thereof roar, and be troubled, 
though the moontains shako with the swelling 
thereof* Selah. 

There 'is a river, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy place of the taber- 
nacle of the most high* 

God %$ in the midst of her; she shall not be moved : 

God shall help her, and that right early. 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved : he 
Qttered his voice, the earth melted. 

The Loud of hosts t# with ns ; the God of Jacob U 
oar refuge. Selah. 

Come, behold the works of the Lobd, what desola- 
tions he hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth ; 
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in 
sunder ; he burneth the chariot in the lire. 

Be stilly and know that I ant God : I will be exalt- 
ed among the heathen^ I will be exalted in thr 

earth. 

The Lord of hosts u with us ; the God of Jacob %$ 
cor refnge. Selah. 

This is a thanksgiving wliich the people of Israel 

sang, at that time, for their divine blessings, and 

miracnlons deliverances, because God had power- 

fnlly defended Jerasalem, situated in the midst of 

hostile nations and enemies, and o^uarded it against 

all opposing kings, and against all the snares and 

hostile attempts of the surrounding nations ; and had 

preserved it in peace against ail the furious counsels 

of war atul bloodshed. Hence, after tlic manner of 

the scriptures, David calls all that present nourishing 

&s 
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State of bis kiogdom's afSurs, the river of God, whose 
streams should DOTor be dry ^ which was bat a small 

ri valet, in comparisoD of the great streams and tor- 
rents of the sea by which he was surrounded, (that 
is, by those immense kingdoms and islands of the 
nations, and Q^ntile kings,) which altfaovgh they 
were great, would >et, one day, dry up and disappear, 
while the river of God should endure for ever. 

We sing this Fsalm to the piaise of 6od| beoaose 
God is with us, and poweffnlly and uiracaloasly 
preserves and defends bis church and his word, 
against all fanatical spirits, against tbe gates of 
hell, against the implacable hatred of the doTii^ and 
against all the assaalts of the world, the flesh, and 
sin. So that our little river remains a living foun- 
tain ; whilst so many heresies, so many tyrants and 
their doctrines, , as so many stinking sewers and 
sinks, are dispersed, like broken cisterns, and dis- 
appear, and are lost for ever. 



PSALM XLVIL 

The natUmt an exhorted cheerfully to entertain the kingdom qf Chritt, 
To the chief Musicum. A Psalm for the sons of Korah. 

O CLAP your hands all ye people ; shout nnto God 

with the voiee of triumph. 
For the LoBD most high ii terrible ; Ae w a great 

King over all the earth. 
He shall subdue the people under us, and the 

nations under our feet. 
He shall ehoose oar inheritance for ns, the excel* 

lency of Jacob, whom he loved. Selah. 
God is gone up with a shout, the Loki> with the 

sound of a trumpet. 
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Sing praises to God, sing pndaei ; sing piaim unto 

our King, sing praises. 
For God tW the King of all the earth : sing ye 

praises with understending* 
God reigneth oyer the heathen: God sitCetb upon 

the throne of his holiness. 
The princes of the people are gathered together, 

evm the people of the God of Ahrabam : for the 

shields of the earth iebm^ unto God: he is 

greatly exalted. 

This is a propheoy ooBeeming Christ ; deseribing the 
maonerof his aseension on high, and showing that 

he should be Kiog over all. ^' Sing praises, sing 
praises unto our King/' (saith he) ; thereby shewing, 
that this kingdom of Christ should not be one of that 
kind that stands in the power of anns, bnt in the 
word of praise, and in the singing of thanksgivings. 
As if he had said, This king, by the word of the 
gospel only, whieh is the word of praise and thanks- 
giving, shall destroy all the power of the adversaries, 
— the world, and Satan ; as the walls of Jericho fell 
down by the sound of trampets only, without sword 
or arms I 

PSALM XLVIIL 

The ornaments and primieges of the church. 

A Sons anil FMlm for the sons of Koiab. 

Grkat is the LoKD and greatly to be praised, in the 
city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 
Beantifnl for situation, the joy of the whole earth, 

is mount Zion ; on the sides of the north the city 
of the great king. 
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God is known in her palaces for a refage. 

For^ lo» the kings were assembled, they passed by 

together. 

They saw it, and so tbey marvelled; they were 

tionbled, 4imd hasted away. 
Fear took hold upon them there, md pain, as of a 

woman in travail. 
Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east 
wind. 

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of 

the Lord of Lusts, in the city of our God : God 

will establish it for ever. Selah. 
We ha^e thought of thy loYing-kindness, O God, 

in the midst of thy temple. 
Accordini^ to thy name, O God, so is thy praise 

anto the ends of the earth : thy right hand is fuii 

of righteousness. 
Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah 

be glad, because of th^ judgments. - 
Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the 

towers thereof. 
Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider ber palaces i 

that yc may tell it to the generation following. 
For this God u out God tor ever and ever; be will 

be our guide even unto death. 

This is a thanksgiving almost like Psalm xlvi. For 
the Psalmist praises God, and magnihes and extols 
his works, because he had so marvellously defended 
the city of Jerusalem against the neighbouring na- 
tions, and against kings and tyrants; and because 
be had often delivered it when besieged by the most 
bitter and the most powerful enemies; while those 
enemies themselves were driven back in a wonderful 
manner, and put to open shame ; and because he had 



Digitized by Google 



^ PSALM XLIX. ia5 

saved it from infinite perils and destractions, in defi- 
ance of the very ^ates of hell ; and had preserved the 
city, the temple, tbe word, and the worship of God. 

Bat» more especially, David is here celebrating 
the troth of God ;-'that God faitbfallj folfils bifi 
promise ; * According to thy nauie, (saith lie) so is 
thy glory, and so are thy works unto the ends of the 
earth that is, according as thoa hast promised ns, 
'^Iwill be your God," and accordingly as we have 
believed that word, so hast thou given us to experi- 
eace the fulfilment of it ; — ^thou hast been with us, 
aad delivered and defended us; our city and our 
temple stand in the midst of enemies, as if iu the 
midst of iiames, preserved and unhurt. 

We sing this Psalm, because God is pleased to 
preserve his church and gospel against the roaring 
and hatred of kings and [)riacci> ; who cease not from 
attacking them by violence and craft with all their 
might : and yet, they shall perish and be confounded, 
and covered with shame, while the gospel shall re- 
main as it was before, unhurt and unhindered. 

PSALM XLIX* 

An eamett persucuion to huild the faith re t mrw H on, mt on worldly 
pawtr, M om God,^Wortdfy protperity Unoiiohe odMml. 

To the cbief Musician. A Fealm for the sous oi Korah. 

Hear this, ail ye people ;^ give ear, ail i/e inhabit- 
ants of the world. 

Both low and high, rich and poor together. 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom ; and the medi» 
tation of my heart shall be of understanding. 

I will incline mine ear to a parable; I will open 
my dark saying upon the harp. 
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Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, 
when the iniquitj of my heel^ skail compass 
me aboiU? 

Hey that tnut in tbeir wealA, and boast them* 

selves in the multitade of their riches. 
None of them can by any means redeeoi his brother, 

Bor gif e to God a laason for Mini. 
<For tiie redMption 'of their smI tt pmioos, ani 

it ceaseth for ever.) 
That he should still live for OTer, md not see ccr- 
mptioD* 

For he saetb thai wise mea die, likewise the M 

and the brutish person perish, and leave their 

wealth to others. 

Their iaward thought ig^ thai their homsos Mkmli eon- 

imue for ever, mrnd their dwelllag-piaees to aB 

generations : they call their lands after their own 
names. 

Nevertheless, nan hem^ in honour, aUdeth not : 
he is like the beasts thmt perish. 

This their way is their folly : yet their posterity 
approve their sayings. Selah. 

Like sheep they are laid in the grave ; death shall 
feed on them ; and the npright shall have domi- 
nion over theui in the morning: and their beauty 
shall consame in the grave from their dwelling. 

But God will redeem my soul from the power of 
the grave ; for he shall receive me. Selah. 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when 
the glory of his house is increased. 

For, when he dieth, he shall eariy nothing away ; 
his gloiy shall not descend after him. 

Though, while he lived, he blessed his soul: (and 
men will praise thee when thou doest well to 
thyself.) 
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He shall go to the generation of bis fathers; they 

shall neirer see light 
Man thai it in honour, and nnderstandeth Dot» is 

like the beasU thai perish. 

This is a Psalm that instructs os onto faith, and 
teaches as to trust in God against that great god of 

this world, wlio is called Mammon. David here 
gives a long and striking introduction to the Psaim, 
thai ho may ezcito and wiwUj aivest o«r attrition. 
He here sharply rehakes all who trast in the riches 
and wealth of this world; concerning whom Christ 
also sev^elj says, Woe unto you that are rich, for 
ye have recei? ed yoor consolation/' Luice ?i. ^ 

^The low of money, (saitii Paul,) Is the root of all 
evil ; and 3 ct tlie whole world leave the true God 
and worship this idol ; and are actuated more and 
more with the fnrions desire of getting wealth. All 
men, from the least to the greatest, except these that 
fear God, are in pursuit of money. Hence it is, 
that all the prophets exclaim , For irom the least 
of them, even onto the greatest of tlMm, ereij one is 
siren to cOTOteoesness,'* Jeremiah tL 18, And hence 
also have arisen all those proverbs and trite sayings 
of the poets among the Greeks and Latins. ' All 
^ings give way to money,' — money is the first thing 
te be sought after ; virtne is a secondary consider-- 
ation/ 

Bat ail such admirers of, and slaves to riches arc 
pointed at and exposed in this Psalm ; as are also 

all those who trust in their wealth, ncthing of which 
they can take with them when they die. And here 
also true faith is highly extolled ; by which we trust 
ie Oed, who can deliver ns from death, and give as 
eternal life and salvation. And death is the time 
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when not only gold, but all creatures put togetber, 
cannot save and delifer a man ! 



PSALM L. 

The majeaty of God in the rhurch. — His nrder to gather saints.-^The 
yleature o/ God is not in ceremonies, but in siticerity qf obec^mce* 

A Psalm of Asaph. 

The mighty God, even the LOED, hath spokeUy and 
called the earth from the rising of the son nnta 
the going down thereof. 

Out of ZioD, the per lection of beaul>^ God hath 
shincd. 

Oor God aliali come, nnd ihali not keep sUenee : 
a fire shall devoor before bim« and it shall be 

very tempestuous round about him. 
He shall call to the heavens fromahove, and to Uie 

earthy that be maj judge his people. 
Gather my saints together onto me ; those that have 

made a covenant with me by sacrifice. 
And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: 

for God tf judge himself* Selah. 
Hear, O my people, and I will speak $ O Israel, 

and I will testify against thee: I am God, even 

thy God. 

I will not feproTO thee for thy sacrifices or thy 

burnt offerings, to have been continually before 
me. 

I will take no bnllock out of thy house, nor he- 
goats out of thy folds. 

For every beast of the forest u mine, and the cattle 

upon a thousand hills. 
I know all the fowls of the mountains : and the 

wild beasts of the flield are mine. 
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If I were hungry I would not tell thee : for the 

world u mme* and the falnosa thereof. 
Will I eat the flesh of balls, or drink the blood of 

goats ? 

Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows 

ante the most high. 
And eall upon me In the day of trouble : I will 

deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 
But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to 

do to declare my statutes, or that thou shoaldest 

take my covenant in thy month I 
Seeing thou liatest iustrucliou^ and caste&t my 

words behind thee. 
When thoa sawest a thief, then thoa consentedst 

with him, and hast been partaker with adnl* 

terers. 

Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue 

frameth deceit. 
Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother: 

thou blanderest thine own mother's son. 
These things hast thou done, and 1 kept silence ; 

thoa thonghtest that I was altogether tueh an one 

as thyself : hut I will reproYO thee, and set them 

in order before thine eyes. 
Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest 1 tear 

you in pieces, and there be none to deliver* 
Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me : and to bim 

that ordereth /lis conversatiou a/ t^/u will 1 shew 
the salvation of God. 

This Psalm teaches us, in the teeth of all hypocrites 

and all the worship of hypocrites, what is true 
worship, and which are acceptable sacrifices in the 
sight of God. For hypocrites consider their works, 
and merits, and sacrifices as of such high valae, that 
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they thiiik GoD ought to aokDOwledge the benefit of 
their serriees ; and they imagine that he has need of 

them. Whereas, on the contraiy, the Holy Spirit 
declares with a load voice by the prophets, what the 
trae worship of God is ; nanely, that of the First 
Commandment : which is, toworship God, and adore 
him ; and to acknowledge that we receive all things 
from his hand, and that all glorj is due to him ! 

Ob8er?e|thereferey«-tiiere is here elearly expressed, 
in the plainest words, what is the highest worship of 
God; and what sacrifice is the most acceptable to 
him. And we are here briefly told^ that the trae 
way and road to God is, to call apon him in the day 
of tronble, and give him thanks for the infinite bene- 
fits [which we receive from him ; (as the last verse 
here sings ;) for this is truly to pay our vows unto 
GkMl, and to offer nato him tbanksgiYing/' (as the 
14th verse saith.) These are not those foolish 
monastic vows, and the like ; but that highest of all 
vows, which the Decalogue and the First Command- 
ment require; where it saith» ^< To-day hava ye 
vowed nnto the Lord yoor God : he will be yoar 
God : " that is, ye are made the people of God, that 
ye may have him for your God ; and that ye may 
tmly believe in him, eall npoa him, and oleave 
unto him alone. Of this those foolish hypoerites and 
self-imagined saints know nothing whatever. 



PSALM LL 

David praypih for remUHm cf thu, whereof he maheth a deep coH" 
fe^mfm — He prayeth for sane tif cation. —God deUghMh not im iacini* 

fee but in sincerity. — fie prayeth for the church. 

To the chief >.Tuskian, A Psalm of Davif!, when Nathan the firophet 

came onto him« after he had gone ia to Bath-sheba* 



Digitized by 



PSALM LI 



Ul 



Havb mercy upoD me» O Oodt aooording to thy 

loving-kiiidiiess: according uuto the multitude 

of thy lender mercies blot out my transgresiioofl. 
Wash me thotoaghly fiom mine iniquity^ and 

cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my traa^ressioos : and tuy ^in 

is ever before me. 
Against thee» thee only, have I sinned, and done 

tiu evil in thy sight: that then mightest be 

justified whea tbou speakest, and be clear when 

thou judgest. 
Behold, I was shapen in iniqnity ; and in sin did 

my mother conceive me* 
Behold, thou desirest troth in the inward parts: 

and in the hidden part thou shali make me to 

know wisdom. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : wash 

me^ and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to bear joy and gladness ; that the bones 

wkieh thon hast broken may rejoice. 
Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine 

iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and [renew a 
right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take 
not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore nnio mo the joy of thy salvation ; and up- 
hold me wiik tkp free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways ; and sin- 
ners shall be converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from blood-goiltiness, O God, tiion 
God of my salvation : and my tongue shall sing 
aloud of thy righteousness. 

O LoKD, open thou my lips ; and my mouth shall 
skew forth thy praise. 
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For thoa desirest not sacrifice; else would I give 
it: tboa delightest not ia bamt offenog* 

The sacrifices ef GkMl are a broken spirit: a broken 
and a contrite lieart, O God, thoa wilt not 
despise. 

Do good in thy good pleasnre unto Ziim : bnild 

thou the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then shall thou be pleased with the sacrifices of 
righteoasness, with burnt offering and whole 
bamt offering: then shall they offer boiloeks 
upon thine altar. 

This, among all the Psalms, is a signal and golden 
one. It eontains experiences and feelings truly 

Davidical ; and teaches us what sin is, what the 
origin of sin is, and how great and awful an 
evil the fall of Adam was. And also, (which is an 
excellent part of it indeed,) it shows us how we ob- 
tain the remission of sins. For iu this Psalm, we 
have it clearly expressed, that sin is a great and 
innate evil, and an awful depravation and oorroption 
of nature, in all the powers both of soul and body. 
Unless, therefore, we are born again by faith in 
Christ, and are renewed in spirit and made new 
creatures of God, the sense of the loss of God and of 
eternal life and salvation is so heayy a burthen, and 
the power of sin and the sting of death so srreat, 
thfit conscience is shaken with unspeakable dis- 
tress and terror; and the anguish that takes hold on 
it drinks up the very marrow, and bruises and breaks 
the very inmost bones, until the word of grace and 
of the Spirit again raises us up and refreshes ns; as 
David here says, « That the bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoiee. 
But in hearts that are purified and renewed by the 
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Spirit, there is a new light shining; there ere new 
motions and spiritoal affections; a sure test and 

peace of conscience ; a true and full assurance of 
salvation ; a fervent and lively joy of spirit ; a re- 
joicing in God and a peace with him ; a heart fnll of 
thanksgiving, and a patience onder afflictions. Hence 
those that fear God, those that are born again, if 
they are at a point concerning the good will of God 
towards them, are those who can rightly teach and 
instract others onto godliness. Then (says David) 
will I teach transgressors thy ways;" then will I 
teach them to call upon and praise the name of the 
Lord, and to give thanlcs anto him ; and in a word, 
to worship and adore God tmly and aright, to hear 
patiently the cross and afflictions, and to offer great 
and glorious sacrifices ; (for that is the way in which 
he here expresses himself, calling a broken and 
a contrite heart the favoorite sacrifice of God ;) 
for that is tiie Inghest and most excellent worship of 
God : and he rejects^ in plain words, all sacrifices 
which are offered by hypocrites withoat thmi sacri- 
fice ; which sacrifices of theirs they consider to be 

the highest acts of \N orship. 

In concluding the Psalm, David begs of God that 
he would be pleased to boiid and preserve the city of 
Jerasalem: that is, the place of the word and the 
true worship of God. In the same manner, we ought 
also to pray. Do good unto Zion, O Lord : that 
is, *' O Lord, thoa seest the viralent hatred of hypo- 
crites : Do thou, O Lord, preserve the true oh'urch, 
and the true woisliip of God in it ; that is, the w or- 
ship of the First Commandment Confound all those 
who boast of their good works and sacrifices, and 
who neglect faith towards God, and trample under 
foot the First Cominaudment. But preserve and 



Digitized by Google 



144 



P3ALM LU. 



comfort those who adore thee in tratby Mrve tbee^ 
and Aaoiifice unto tbee in the spirit. 



FSALM hlL 

Damdt condemning the tpUefulne^* of Doeg^ propheneth his destruction, 
— Tlte rigJUeout thall refoice at it,— David, upon hit coi^fidence in God'9 

To the chief Maalcian, Maschil, A PtaXm of David, whcu Doeg the 
Sdomlte cam and told Saul, and laid unto him, DtTid !• come to 
the home of Ahinidoch. 

Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O miglily 

man? the goodness of God endurelh coatinuallj. 
Thy toBgae deviaeth muohiefo, like a sharp razor, 

working deeeitfally. 
Thou lovest evil more than good, and lying rather 

than to speak righteousness. Selah. 
Thoa invest ail doToaring words, O thou deoeitf ul 

tongne. 

God sliall likewise destroy thee for ever: he shall 
take thee away, and pluok thee out of t/u/ dwel- 
ling-place, and root thee ont of the land of the 
living. Selab. 

The righteous also shall see, and fear and shall 
laugh at him : 

Lo, ihii tf the man tktU made not God his strength ; 
but trusted in the abondanee of his riehes, tmd 
strengthened liiuiself in his wickedness. 

But I am like a green olive-tree in the house of 
God : I trost in the merey of God for ever and 
ever. 

I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done 
it : and I will wait on thy name ; for it is good 
before thy saints. 
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This is a Psalm of consolation ; and the title of it 
shows piainljf what are its contents. David is here 
complaining of Doeg who betrayed hini» and who 
was the cause of maeh hart and bloodshed* 1 Sam. 

nii. 

This Doeg furnishes a tjpe of all those betrayers 
and blood-shedding hypocrites who are in the hails 
of kings and princes ; and who lyingly, and with 
hatred, traduce the word of God and the doctrine of 
tnith : of which stamp there are now numbers rising 
np on cTcry side* who irritate and urge on kings 
and princes to slay the sincere ministers of the 
word : such as those in our time, who kill many 
good men on account of the sacraments and mar- 
riage, and make no end of shedding the blood of 

God's Abels. 

Against the furious cruelty of these men, there- 
fore, this Psaim comforts the godly ; and promises 
them, that such shall not go unpunished, but shall 

fall under those awful curses mentioned in Dcut. 
xxviii : — that they shall be rooted out of the earth ; 
that their houses shall be destroyed ; and that they 
shall lose both their bodies and their estates ; but, 
that those who fear God shall be preserved ; that 
they shall remain in the house of the Lord ; and that 
they shall persevere in teaching and hearing the word 
of God, in defiance of the devil aqd all the wicked. 



PSALM LIU.. 

David deMcribeth the corruption of a naiurai man. — fie convinceth the 
wicked by the light qf their own carucimce. — He giorieih in the saha" 

To Uie chief Mu&ician upou Mahalath, Maschil. A Pealm of 

David, 
L 
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The fool hath taid in bis heart, There ie no God. 

Corrupt are they, and have done abominable 
iniquity : ih^e is none that doeth good. 

€M lookod down from faoaven upon the diildrai 
of men, to see if there were any that did ondei^ 
stand, that did seek God. 

£very one of them is gone back ; they are alto- 
gether beeome filthy : there ie none that doeth 
goody nOy not one. 

Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge ? who 
eat up my people at they eat bread : they have 
not ealled npon God. 

Tliere were they in great fear where no fear was ; 
for God haili scattered the bones of him that 
enoampeth agaimt thee : thou hast pat them to 
shame, beeause God bath despised them. 

Oh that the sairation of Israel were come ont of 
Zion ! When God bringeth back the captivity 
ot his people, Jaoob shall rejoice, and Israel 
shall be glad. 

This Psalm is a prophecy like that of Psalm xiv ; 
and it is a Psalm of instruction. The two Psakns 
are of the same parport» and oontain aimoet the 
same words and expressions. In a word, they both 

cut at hypocrites and 8clf-j ustiliers, who persecute 
the sound doctrine and its preachers; and at the 
close they gi?e a prophetic declaration eonoemlog 
the gospel, and the kingdom of Christ which sbonld 

proceed out of Zion. 
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Ihmd, compUiming qf the Ziphimt, prayeth for mlvation. Upon his 

To the chief Mufiiciau on is t't^iuutii, Maschil, A Pmim of David, ^\ hea 
the ZiphlmB esme and said to Saal, Doth not David hide himself 
wllhM. 

' Save me, O God, by tby name, and judge me by 
thy strength. 

Hear my prayer, O God ; give ear to tbe word^ of 
my month. 

For strangers are risen up against me, and op- 
pressure seek after aty soui : they bave not set 
God before tbem. Selab. 

Behold, God it mine helper: the Lobd t> with 
them that uphold my soul. 

He shall reward evil unto mine enemies ; eut them 
off in thy truth. 

I will freely sacrifioe ante thee ; I will praise thy 
name, O Lord, for it u good. 

For he hath delivered me out of all trouble ; and 
nune eye hath seen hi* desire upon mine enemies. 

This is a fenrent prayer against the perseeators of 
the word, who lay plots against the lives of the good, 
and those that fear God, for the word of God's sake ; 
jast like king Sanl and the people of Ziph, who lay 
in wait for the life of David, on aceount of the name 
and word of God, by which Saul was to be deihroue d 
and David made king in his stead. David, there- 
fore, prays, that the vengeanee of God might over- 
take snefa ernelty and maliee. 

L 9 
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Damvd in hu prayer complaineth qf hit fearful case.— fie prayeth 

^Re eimif^rMh kkmeifht G€^9 prmnaikm qf Um, amd cot^kulm 
mmnim, 

T61lMdilirMiiilGtanoiiNcilnol]i,iatfcl^ APmbmotHtm. 

Give ear to my prayer, O God ; aod hide not thy- 
self from my sopplicatioQ. 

Attood ODio me» and bear me: I moqrn in my 
complaint, and make a noise ; 

Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the 
oppression of the wicked : for they cast iaiqaity 
upon mOt and in wrath they hate me. * 

My heart is sore pained within me ; and tlie terrors 
of death are fallen upon me. 

Fearfuloess and trembling are come apon me, and 
horror hath overwhelmed me. 

And I said. Oh that I had wiogs like a dove ! far 

then would I fly away and be at rest. 
XiO then would I wander far off, atid remain in the 

wilderness. Selah. 
I would hasten my escape from the windy storm 

a7id tempest. 

Destroy, O Lord, aiid divide their tongues : for I 

have seen violence and strife in the city. 
Day and night they go about it apon the walla 

thereof ; mischief also and sorrow are in the 

midiit of it. 

Wickedness u in the midst thereof; deceit and 
gnile depart not from her streets. 

For it was not an enemy that reproached me : then 
I could have borne ii: neither wa* it be that 
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hated me that did magoify himself agaiust me ; 

then I would have hid myself from him ; 
Bot ii wtu tboa, a man mioe equal, my gaide, and 

mine acquaintance. 
We took sweet counsel together, and wali^ed unto 

the house of God in company. 
Let death seise npon them, ami let them go down 

quick into hell : for wickeciue^ti u iu tiieir dwel* 

lings, and among them. 
As for me, I will call upon God ; and the Lord 

shall save me. 
Evening, and morninp^, and at noon, will I pray, 

and cry aloud ; and lie shall hear my voice. 
He hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle 

that wot against me : for there were many with 

me. 

God shall hear and afflict them, even he that 
abideth of old. Selah. Because they have no 
changes, therefore they fear not God. 

He hath put forth his hands against such as be at 
peace with him ; he hath broken his covenant 

The wards of his mouth were smoother than butter, 
but war was in his heart: his words were softer 
than oil, yet were they drawn swords. 

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and be shall sus* 
tain thee : he shall never suffer the righteous to 
be moved. 

But thou, O Godt shaft bring them down into the 
pit of destruction : bloody and deceitful men 
shall not live out half their days ; but I will 
trust in thee. 

This Psalm is a prayer: and although it may in the 
loth add llth verses, be understood of Christ him* 
self, praying against his betrayer Judas, when he 
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j*ays, If it had been mine enemy that reproached 
me/' &c. yet, it is manifest to me, that it is a general 
prayer of the godly against all the eiaft of insidioos 
and deceitful men, and against the artfnl Italian 
llattery of some persons, who are friends as far as 
their tongae goes, but who have one thing on their 
tODgoe and another in their heart, and eonsider craft 
and dissimalation in all things to be the highest 
wisdom ; as if they could deceive God also ! 

Tbej know how to promise, and do promise all 
things to yoor face : so that David jnstly describes 
them thus, *' Their words are smoother than oil : 
but when you have turned your back, they blacken 
yonr character ; and their month is more destmctive 
than arrows and coals of lire ; and their tongue ia a 
sharp sword, and a drawn dagger, ^^nd this is what 
David complains of in verse 12; — that they deceive 
effectnally with their countenance, their lode, and 
their eyes, and cover, under these fox-like arts, 
Satanic bitterness and virulence. They eat and 
drink with you, and pretend to be your friends and 
intimates, (as Judas did with Christ;) they keep 
holy days and go to the house of God with you« 

This is the reason, tlierefore, that David so utterly 
execrates them, and says, Let them be taken out 
of the way suddenly, and let them descend into hell 
alive/' For virulent, outside-show hypocrites, like 
these, distress the hearts of those that fear God in a 
manner that is beyond description. 

This very judgment which David threatens in this 
Psalm we see executed, in our day, upon many 
tyrants and originators of sects ; who are taken off in 
a moment. For this execration is prophetic ; fore* 
telling the end of all hypocrites, who will not listen 
to those that admonish them in a godly manner^ nor 
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wtgtad their advice ; as it is expressed in verse I9» 

But they (says David) will not regard; they are 
not changed ; nor will they fear God ; they go on 
in their coarse, till they are taken oot of the way 
saddenly.'' 

« 

PSALM LVI. 

Jkadd, praying to God in cor^dence qf hi9 word, complaineth qf his 
€Mmim,^H€ prqfemth kk ^oi^fSdmtee li» God*« ward^ tmd framiatth to 

To the chief Mniidaa vfion Joiislheleni.r€Clio1diii, Miditim of Dsvfal, 
when the PhiUBti&ea took Um in Gath. 

Be merciful unto me, O God ; for roan would 
swallow me up : he fighting daily oppresseth 
me. 

Mine enemies woald daily swallow me up : for 

i/i^y be many that fight against me, O thou Most 
High. 

What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. 

In God I will praise his word ; in God 1 have put 

my trust : I will not fear what ilesh can do unto 
me. 

Every day they wrest my words : all their thoughts 
ore against me for evil. 

They gather themselves tojrether, they hide them- 
selves, they mark my steps, when they wait for 
my sonL 

Shall they escape by iniquity ? in ikiw anger east 

down the people, O God. 
Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears 
into thy bottle : m tk^ not in thy book \ 
. When I cry mae thee, then shall mine enemies 

turn hack ; this I know; for God is for me. 
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In God 1 will praise Att word ; in fho Lobd will I 
praise kit word. 

Id God have I pot my trust: I will not be afraid 

what mao can do unto me. 
Thy TOWS are upon met O God : I will render 

praises onto thee* 

For ihuu liast delivered roy soul from death ; tvilt 
not thou deliver my feet from falling, that X maj 
walk before God in the light of the living ? 

This is a fervent prayer ; in which David complains 
of Saul and the men of his party, because he was 
obliged to flee oat of the land to the Philistines. 
So bitterly and hostilely did Saol and the men of 
his conspiracy persecute David, and plot against his 
life, that he coald be in safety no where, lie en- 
eoarages and supports himself, however, with a con- 
stant and ondannted faith* * I will glory (says he) 
in the word of God : for I have a command, a decla- 
ratioDy and a promise of God in my favour: he has 
declared that Sanl shall be dethroned, and that I 
shall be king. I will not be afraid what man ean 

do unto me. Let them gainsay : let Saul and the 
Saulites oppose and tight against me. Let them 
say, and say again, that I shall not be king. If God 
be for me what can roan do against me ? * 

We ought also to pray, after the manner of this 
Psalm, against tyrants ; who anceasingly persecute 
the word of God and us, and will never suffer us to 
be at rest We, however, have that strong and Bavid- 
ical consolation, — that the word of God is fur us, 
though they unceasingly attack that in us, and cor- 
rupt, pervert, and reproach it ; crying out that we 
are heretics ; and arrogating to themselves only, the 
appellaUon of the church. 
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JJamd in prayer jieeing unio God, eomplainetk of his dangerom com,-* 
He encourageth himtelf to praiae God, 

To tUe cbief Ma8icbui» Al-taschith, Michtam of Davidt whA \» fled 

from Saul in the cave. 

Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto 
me : for my soul trusted in thee : yeat in the 
shadow of thy wings will I make my refngOt 

until these calamities be overpast. 
I will cry unto God most high ; unto God that 

performeth aU thinyi for me» 
He shall send from heaven, and save me ftcm &e 

reproach of him that would swallow me up. 

Selah. God shall send forth his mercy and his 

truth. 

My son! tr among lions : and I lie enm amang 

them that arc set on fire, even the sons of men, 

whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their 

tongue a sharp sword* 
Be tboQ exalted, O God, aboTe the heavens ; fit 

thy glory he above all the earth. 
They have prepared a net for my steps ; my soul 

is bowed down : they have digged a pit before 

me, into the midst whereof they are fallen f Asm* 

selves, Selah. 
My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed ; I 

will sing and give praise* 
Awake op, my glory ; awake psaltery and barp ; 

I myself will awake early. 
I will praise thee, U Loud, amonp; the people; I 

will sing unto thee among the nations ; 
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For thy mercy u f^reat aoto Ibe lieaTeiiSy and tbj 

truth ualu tilt; clouds. 
Be tiiou ejLalled, O God, above the iiea¥en», iei 

thj glofy he above all the eardu 

Tma Viidim is a prayer ; in wliich Darid again com- 
plaina concerning Saoi, and those aionad him ; oa 
aeeomit of whoee plots and snares, he was eompelled 
to flee into a cave. It is nearly of the same purport 
as the Psalui preceding. 

We ought to make use of this Psalm also against 
tyrants^ and against sycophants, and certain powerfol 
ones, about the palaces of Icings and princes ; who 
persecute us on account of tlie word and name of 
God, and persecute our doctrine aiso ; interpceting 
every thing that we do in the worst sense ; and 
traducing and luairj;; all that fear God. 

And David here paints forth the cruelty of these 
characters ; Their teeth (says he) are speara and 
arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword/' Thanks 
be to God thcrulure, that lie does not forsake his 
people, but makes their enemies fall into the pit 
which they themselves have made ; so that they are 
ntterly subverted and taken in their own craftiness ! 

PSALM LYIIL 

JhM rtpnmUk wiehed judgn^ dmcrib$th the ntUtart qf tht wkhti. 

To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Michtam ot David. 

Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congrega- 
tion ? Do ye judge uprightly , U ye sons of men ? 

Yea, in heart ye woik wickedness; ye weigh 
the violenee of your hands in the earth. 
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The wioked are estranged from the womb ; they 

astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 
Tkeir poison is like the poison of a serpent ; tkey 

are like the deaf adder thai stoppeth her ear ; 
Whieh will not hearken to the Yoioe of eharmers, 

charming never so wisely. 
Break their teeth, O God, in their month ; break 

cot the great teeth of the young lions, O Lord. 
Let them melt away as waters which ran oon* 

tinually : when he bendeth hu bow to shoot his 

arrows, let them be as cut in pieces. 
As a snail which melteth, let mry one of them 

pass away : Hhe the untimely birth of a woman, 

that they may not see the sun. 
Before yoar pots can feel the thorns, he shall 

take them away as with a whirlwind, both liTing 

and in his wrath. 
The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the 

vengeance : he shall wash his feet in the blood 

of the wieked. 
So tiiat a man shall say, verily there ie a reward 

for the rig^hteoos : verily he is a God that 

judgeth in the earth. 

This is a Psalm of consolation against those hardened 

heretics, and enthusiastic spirits, who pertinaciously 
defend their own errors, and stop their ears ; and 
who are so blinded and taken captive, that they can 
hear no one ; bnt pnrsae, with headlong preoipita* 
tion, their own designs, and rush on to the accom- 
plishment of them, like a horse at loll speed. And 
these, as if they would devour the godly, cease not 
to threaten them in the most terrifying manner.-*- 
David, however, here makes use of five beautiful 
similitudes; under which, he represents their vain 
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atteoiptSy and shows, tbat tbose Terj plots wMeh 

tbej lay for others, fall apon their own heads. 

1. The sudden ioaodation with which tbejr make 
their attack, rashes with sach violence and roaring, 
that it seems as if it would tear up and carry away 

eTcry thiiig before it; and yet it flows byi and 
suddenly disappears ! 

2. Their arrow, fixed on the bow, thrcateos certain 
destmction : bat, in a moment, the bow and arrows 

are broken together, and the deadly weapon accom- 
plishes nothing ! 

-d* The snail pats forth bis horns from his shell, 
as if he were jost going to do some deadly and 

mighty injury : but those horns prove to be soft and 
ineffectual ; they do nothing: nor have the power of 
doing any hart whatever. 

4. An imperfect conception, disengaged by abor- 
tion, makes the womb of the mother to extend, as if 
there were a perfect conception, and as if something 
great woald at length come forth : but before it is 
brought forth, it perishes, and never sees the son. 

5. You may see a branch of Luck-thorn, (which 
is the most prickly kind of thorn,) liiicd with 
yoong sharp points and prickles, and seeming as if 
it wonld one day tear many in pieoes at once, and 
maim persons on every side of it ; but, before the 
prickles are fully ripe and strong, the whole bosh is, 
perhaps, cot down by the woodman^ and he boms it 
in the fire, and redaces it to ashes I 

So, just according to these similitudes, those ene- 
mies of God and truth, plan, plot, and breathe out 
dreadfal things ; but like a mighty flame, owhere 
there is no more foel left to feed it, their ftiry ends 
in nothing ! 
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David prayeth to be delivered from hisenemiffi.— Ffe complaineth of their 
cruelty. ^Ue trmUth in GiMi.—Jble grayeth agaimt them, —He praimth 

God. 

To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Miclit run of David ; whui Saol 
sent, and they watched the house to kill him. 

Deliver me from mine enemieB» O my God : de- 
fend me from them that rise up against me. 
Belifer me from the workers of imqaity, and 

save me from bloody men. 
For* lo, tbey iie in wait for my sool ; the mightjr 

are gathered against me ; not f&r my tians- 

gression^ nor for my sin, O Lord. 
They run and prepare Iheruseives without my 

fanlt; awake to help me, and behold. 
Thoo, therefore* O Lord God of hosts, the God 

of Israeli awake to visit all the heathen : bo not 

merciful to any wicked transgressors. Selah. 
Tiiey return at evening: : they make a noise like a 

dog, and go ronnd ahont tho city, 
Behold» they beleh oat with ^heir month ; swords 

are in their Hps ; for who, sai/ i/ivt/y doth hear ? 
But thouy O Lord, shalt iaugb at tiiem; thou 

sbalt have all the heathen in derision. 
Became of his strength will I wait upon thee : fior 

God IS my defence. 
The God of my mercy shall prevent me; God 

shall let me see my d^nre upon my enemies* 
Slay them not, lest my people forget: scatter 

them by thy power ; and bring them down, O 

Lord onr shield. 
For the sin of their month, and the words of their 
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lips, let tbem even be taken in their pride; and 
for carsinip and lying mkiek they speak. 
Consome them in wratli, eanavne tkem, tibat they 

may not be ; and let them know that God ruktli 
in Jacob unto the ends of the eartb. Selab. 
And at evening let then Mtom, ^md hot then 
make a noiie like a dog, and go ronnd aboot 

the city. 

Let tbem wander up and down for meat» and 

gmdge, if they be not aatia&ed. 
But I will fing of tby power ; yea, I will sing 

aloud of thy mercy in the roorning^ : for thoa 
hast been my defence and refoge in the day of 

Unto thee, O my strength, I will sing: for Grod ii 
my defence, and the God of my mercy* 

This Psalm is a prayer ; and may be vary properly 

understood as offered up in the person of Christ, 
complaining of, and prophecying concerning the 
Jews ; on whom, on aeeonnt of their denial of 
Christ, and their rejeetion of the gospel, the awfnl 
judgments of God should fall ; but yet, not so as to 
destroy the whole nation entirely ; but, in such a 
manner, as to make of them an example to all future 
nations ;^that they shonld be scattered abroad as 

exiles, and left v .i^abonds anion j; all nations ; and 
should be punished by being given up to blindness, 
and maddened fury ; so as not to be able to teaeh 
anything, or say anything, bnt blasphemies i^^inst 
Christ. And this we see fulfilled in them in reality : 
for all their books and commentaries are replete with 
the most bitter reproaches and blasphemies against 
Christ and his gospel. And, for this their wicked- 
ness, they suffer dreadful and unceasing punish- 
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ments : for they * go about the city like hungry 
dogs/ seekiog food, and fading it not. 

Tiie meaniag of this propheej is, therefore, that at 
the end, after the tinea of the apostles, the Jews 
should be left as exiles, should be banished fioia 
their own iand, should wander aboat as outcasts, 
shoold he oppressed under foreign jarisdictions, 
should be driveii oot from one coontry to another, 
and slioald he cast out without any certain dwellinp:- 
place ; and that they should seek out any corner of 
the world, where they might eoileot together again 
the wrecks and remains of their lungdom, and en- 
deavour to find out another one to lead them, but 
should be frustrated in every attempt. And their 
exile and dispersion shall remain nnfinished until 
the end appointed : till then, they shall remain and 
waste away like famished dogs, and run and smell 
about round the cities, and gape like dogs, but shall 
not l>e ftUed: and they shall perish without a Icing, 
and without a kingdom. 

. But with respect to the history of this Psalm, it 
may rightly be understood as referring to David, 
praying against the heirs of Saul and the Saulites ; 
who, being at length stripped of their kingdom, 
wandered about like yawning^ and hungry dogs, 
ejected from their kingdom, and forsaken and held 
in contempt, until they all utterly perished. For 
God declared that the bouse of Saul should not be 
raised up ; though the posterity of Saul greatly de- 
sired his kingdom. 
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JhM, complaining f# €hd qffmner judgment,— now, 99m ht^ter hopgp 

prnvffh for delivrrnncc .~ romf(yTting hUmm^ itk God^9 fromku, k$ 

craveth that help whereon he trxisteth. 

To flic cliief Mu5?ician upon Sbushnri-rdnth, M?c}itaTn of David, to 
teach ; wlicn iin strove with Aram-oaharaim and with Ararn-zobah, 
wheu Juab returoed, and smote of £clom in the valley of salt twelve 
thoufiand. 

O God, tboa baat cast as off, thoa bast •oatfertd 

as, thoa hast been displeased j O turn thyself to 
us again* 

Tboa bast made tbe eartb to trembie; tboa bait 
broken it: beal tbe breacbes tbeteof; for it 

shakelh. 

Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: tboa 
bast made as to drink tbe wine of aatonisbment. 

Tboa bast given a banner to tbem that feared thee, 
that it may be displayed because of the truth. 

Selah. 

That thy beloved may be delivered $ save with tby 
right band and hear me. 

God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I 
will divide 8hechem, and mete out tbe valley of 
Soecotb. 

Gilead t# mine, and Manasseb it mine ; Epbraim 

also IS the strength ui mine head ; Judah u my 
lawgiver ; 

lioab if my wasbpot ; oyer Edom will I oast oat 
my shoe: Pbilistia, triampb tboo beeaase of me. 

Who will bring mc into the sLioiiij cit^ I who will 

lead me into Edom? 
Wiit not tboa» O God» which badst oast as off! 
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^ and thouj O God, wJack did:st not go out with our 
armies I 

GiTC Qs help from trouble: for Tain u the help of 
man. 

Through God wc sliall do i^aliantly : for he it is 
thai shall tread down our enemies. 

This is a signal thanksgiving. David gives thanks 

for the happy state of his kingdom, in which rclif!:ian 
and political government nourished and prospered ; 
fort in these two things, well-ordered, eonsist all 
things divine and fanman. Before the time of David, 
in the days of Saul, all things ^\clc in disorder, and 
the kingdom was in a declining state ; as the former 
verses of the Psalm show. The Philistines Lad 
greatly afflicted the Israelites : so mach so that even 
the ark of the Lord was despised and profaned. 

Again, in the reign of Saul, all things were carried 
on with injury, oppression, and wickedness: which 
is always the case, when God forsakes magistrates, 
and suffers them to go on in their own ways. And 
the example of David, who was obliged to have re- 
course to such various, wise, and cautious means tor 
safety, shows that the palace of Sanl was fall of 
Ahithophels, and of all snch pests of religion and 
good government. 

Bot, says David, Thou, O Lord, hast given a 
sign to them that feared thee, that they may display 
it, and may believe and be assured, that thou art 
present with them." For God had given to his own 
a sign, and had left it to them ; by which, all those 
that believed in the grace of God, might be comfort- 
ed ; namely, the ark of the covenant and the mercy- 
seat ; which God had delivered, by signal nuiacles, 
out of 'the hand of the Philistines. For God had 
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promised and (Jeclaredi that he would hear all those 
that called upoo liim before this ark^ and this mercy- 
seat ; and that he would there vovohaafe his pieseDce. 

At the end of the Psalm, he enamerates all his 
countries and his people ; and, in a very striking and 
emioent way, extols the true worship of God, the 
trae religion. God (saith he) speaks in his holi- 
ness (or sanetnary) ; I will rejoice : that is, God is 
present in my kingdom by his word| which is there 
preached : in this I will rejoice. 

He ennmerates, in order, these coontries: Saeeoth, 
Shechem, Gilead,Manasseh, £phraim, Jodah, Moab, 
Pbilistia, And, at the end, he confesses, that, to de- 
fend and protect all these, by a good government, 
and to ensnre them victory against all their enemies, 
— against Edom and Philistia, (that is to carry on 
war and to extend dominions, successfally,) is not in 
the power of human wisdom or human strength ; 
**' For vain (saith he) is the help of man. Ail sac* 
eessfal Talonr and victory are from God/' Why he 
does not mention by name more countries than these 
nine, it belongs to a full commentary to explain; the 
narrow limits^ therefore, of onr present sammary, will 
not allow ns to enter npmi that explanatf on. 

We may sing this Psalm to the honour of God 
also, because in the church of Christ, God is conti- 
nually making new orchards and gardens ; and daily 
increasing the nnmber of its chnrehes and parishes ; 
In which the word of God is preached ; in which the 
sacraments are administered in a godly manner; and 
in which there are various gifts of the Holy Spirit 
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DwMJMk t§ God Mfm kkjbnmt txptrtmn wmA ptrpitmt 
T<o thA cbicf Mwiclaii npcni Negtnali. A Fntan of D«f Id. 

Hear my cry, O God ; attend unto iny prayer. 
From the end of the earth will 1 cry uuto thee, 

when my heart is overwhelmed ; lead me to the 

rook tktit is higgler than I. 
For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong 

tower from the enemy, 
I will abide in thy tabernaele for ever ; I will trust 

in the eovert of thy wings. Selah. 
For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: thou hast 

given me the heritage of those that fear thy 

name. 

Tho« wilt proioiig the Mng^s life; mid his years 

as many generations. 
Ue shall abide before God lot- ever : O prepare 

meroy and triiih« wkM, may preserve him. 
So will I sing praise onto thy name for ever, that 

I may daily perform my vows. 

This is a prayer against the enemies of the people 

of God, and especially also for magistrates, and for 
the king — that God woald increase faith in him, and 
fnrther him in the knowledge of his holy name and 
word ; that be may walk in faith and in the fear of 

God ; that his govciimicnt may be happy and en- 
dure ; and that religion and good government may 
not be injured and distracted by seditions and wars. 
For Solomon, in his Proverbs, says, That for the 

sins of tiw people^ God changes kings and king- 

M 2 
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doms/' B«t wbere tbere are many kings, there, 

(according to the manner of all Iiuman vicissitudes,) 
what one builds up, aoother oasts down : as the 
proverb goea» A new king^a new law/'--aU ebangea 
ID a state are dangeroos: bappy is tbat kingdom, 

therefore, wliicb, bein«: once well constituted^ is 
long preserved in the same state. 



PSALM LXII. 

waame confidence he tneounEgeth the godl^^—Xo trvtiU to he put 
woHdlg ikkng§»^Pmmr mud mereif Mong to God, 

To tbfl chief If ndclAii, to Jedntlioii. A Psalm of Dsrid. 

Truly my soul waitetli upon God; from him cometh 
my salvation. 

He only it my rock and my salvation ; u my 
defence ; I sball not be greatly moved. 

How Jong will ye imagine mischief against a man? 
ye shall be slain all of you : as a bowing wall 
shM ye he^ and as a tottering fence. 

They only consult to cast him down from his ex- 
cellency: they delight in lies: they bless with 
their mouth, but they curse inwardly. Selah. 

My soul, wait thou only upon Gk>d ; for my ex- 
pectation u from him. 

He only is my rock and my salvation : he is my 
defence ; I shall not be moved. 

la God is my salvation and my glory : the rook of 
my strength, and my refoge, is in God. 

Trust in him at all times ; ye people, pour oaf your 
heart before him : God ?^ a reiuge ior us. Selah. 

Sorely men of low degree are vanity, and men of 
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big^li degree «m a lie : to be laid in the balance, 

they are altogether lighter than vanity. 
Trast not in oppression^ and become not vain in 
robbery : if ricbes increase^ set not yonr heart 

God bath spoken once; twice have I heard this ; 

that power hehngeth unto God. 
Also nnto thee» O Lord, hekngeth mercy: for thou 

renderest to every man according to hia work. 

This Psaim contains most excellent doctrine : it 
greatly exalts the dignity of faith, showing how firm 
a safeguard faith in God is, and what a strong de- 
fence it is against all the evils of iilc. On tiie other 
band, the Psalmist shows the vanity of all contidence 
in men ; — ^that nothing is more vain, or more falla- 
cious than to trust in man. < God (s;iys he) is ray 
rock, my strenj^th, and my defence: God is my hope, 
my salvation, my strength, my glory, my life, and my 
trust. God is my safe protection. God is my faith- 
ful helper; who never deeeives me. Therefore, 
vain are tlic suns of men. The sons of men are all 
liars:' that is, all human things are deceiving, un* 
certain, and cannot be held fast. 

Many are to be fonnd, who trust in the favour of 
kings and princes ; and on that account, they are 
puffed up with pride and insolence, and oppress 
others with the more confidence ; and especially if 
they see their wall bowing down and giving way ; 
that is, if they sec a man declining in his affairs, 
who was once in prosperity ; or if they sec him not 
protected by wealth and influence against injury: 
•neb* an one as this, they endeavour to overthrow 
wholly ; and to that end, ingratiate themselves with 
the powerful, and wind themselves into their affec- 
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tions, on wliose favour thej depend; as oq a pro- 
pitious deity. 

Bat soeh see not how failaeioos the Ihyoor of men 
is, and how Tariable and nnoertain their wills are ; 
in a word, they see not that " vain is the help of 
man ! " Nor will thej believe it to be vaio, uotii 
they find it oat by experienee, and are brooght to 
lament their error ; as Cioero and many other wise 
men have done. Cicero exclaims with respect to 
Octavias, ^ O how vain was ail my reputation for 
being a wise man» &c« ! O how far was I from beini^ 
wise indeed ; though I sometimes evineed that wis- 
dom which was esteemed to be such ; but in vain ? * 
Thus writes he in his epistle to Octavius. — There- 
fore the snm of all religion is * Trost in God and 
injure not thy neighbour ! ' So sbalt thou rightly 
conduct thyself before both God and men ! 



PSALU IiXIII. 

David'M thimfor God.—HU marine of hieftmng Gnd.—HiM cst^iAemm 
Mm enemies dettructicm^ and his oicn tqfetjf, 

A Paalxa of David, whenlie was in tbe wUdemaw of Judah. 

O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee : 
my soul thirsteth for theot my fiesh longeth for 
thee in a dry and thirsty land^ where no water is ; 

To see thy power and thy glory, so I have seeo 
thee in the sanctuary. 

Because thy loving-kindness u better than life, 
my lips shall praise thee. 

Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up 
nay hands in thy name. 

My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fat- 
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ness; and my mootli shall praise thae with joy« 
fal lips : 

Wlien I remember thee upon my bed^ aaJ meditate 
QU tiiee in the night watches. 

Becaose thon hast been mj help» therelbfe in the 
f shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 

My soul lollovvetb hard after thee: thy right hand 
upholdeth me. 

Bat those that seek my soul* to destroy it, shall go 
into the lower parts of the earth. 

They shall tail by the swoid: tliey shall be a por- 
tion for foxes. 

Bat the king shall rejoice in God ; every one that 
sweareth by him shall glory : but the month of 
theai that apeak lies shall be stopped. 

This is a prayer containing the deep feelings of an 
afflicted heart, thirsting after the word of God, which 
is the word of consolation ! David called thas 
upon God, when he fled from the face of Saul, and 
lay hid in the wilderness of Judah. My soai 
thirsteth for thee ; my flesh longeth for thee, that I 
may see thee in thy sanctnary/' O how fervently 
does he desire to be present in the taberuaele, 
and before the merey-seat in the sanctuary ! And 
to hear the word of God, in the assembly of those 
who there truly worshipped him? He complains, 
also, bitterly against the Saulites ; who so hostilely 
lay in wait for his life, that he could be in safety 
no where ; and was compelled to be away from the 
place of the worship of God ; even away from the 
sanctuary. — Notwithstanding all this, however, he 
raises himself up with a holy firmness, and magna* 
nimity, and glories in being king, depending on 
the choice and promise of God ; by which he corn- 
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IMi and tafllaios himaelf dvriog tbe time of that 
most miserable flight and ealamity. 

This Psaliu may be ased by those who are under 
the oppression of tyrants, who feel a hungering; and 
thirsting after the word of God, and who caa^ under 
their ealamity, glory in being the sons and heirs of 
God, because they have the knowledge of Christ, 
and love tb& word; and who can persevere in this 
eonfidence, nntii the impious Saul be destroyed, and 
DaTid exalted; that is, nntil Ood raise up and 
cooiiurt those tliat icar bim. 



PSALM LXIV. 

Dnnxd prnvrth for dcUvernncp, romphtmhtg of his fmemies. — He fjro- 
Titisri/i huns>''f to see such an evidetU dettruction qf hi$ enemi9$t us tkt 
riyhtcous mail rejoice at it. 

To tbe chief Mualciaa, a V»alm of David. 

Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer ; preserve my 

life from fear of the enemy* 
Hide me from the secret eoonsel of the wicked ; 

from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity. 
• Who whet their tongae like a sword, und bend 

their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words ; 
That they may shoot in secret at the perfeet: 

suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not. 
They encourage themselves in an evil matter ; they 

commune of laying snares privily; they say, 

Who shall see them ? 
They search out iniquities; they aeeonij)lish a 

diligent search : both the inward thought of every 

one of them^ and the heart, is deep. 
But Ood shall shoot at them with an arrow ; sud- 
denly shall they be wounded. 
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So tbey shall nake their own tongue to fall upon 

thomselvi s ; all that see them shall flee away. 
Aod all men shall fear, and shall declare the work 
of God : for tbey^ shall wisely consider of his 
doing. 

The righteous shall be glad in tlic Lord, and shall 
trust in bim ; and all the upright in heart shall 
gloiy. 

This is a most ardent prayer, full of tlie feelinp^s of a 
heart under great straits, by reason of the unceasing 
and infinite malice of the devil, the perfidy of men, 
and the ingratitude of the world. 

David here cries unto God, on account of having" 
experienced so nmch treachery, even from those of his 
own household, (as always is the case, in the cause 
of religion). He cries to the Lord against his he- 
trajers and his most virulent slanderers, — those 
vipers, vtrho, by wicked speeches, and ail the arts of 
perfidy and malice, did not cease to plot against him. 
Of this hase gang were his own son Absalom, Ahitho- 
phel, and others like them ; and especially many in 
the court of Saul; Doeg, &c. 

Ho continues, however, persereringly to comfort 
and console himself ;^that, by the just judgment of 
God, these same enemies shall brine: evil upon their 
own heads ; and that those very base and viperous 
tongues, which now cannot rest nor cease to slander, 
shall only wound themselves ; as, In the end, it hap* 
pened unto Absalom, Aliithopljcl, and Duci:;'. 

In the same way also, we ought to pray against all 
those vipoffi, our enemies. In the halls of kings, 
bishops, and princes: who attack us with satanic 
craft and hatred, and with all tlie arts of wickedness. 
But they shall fall themselves into the snares which 
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they have laid, (as we have seen it exemplified in 
namberleas instaooes;) and they shall onljr plan 
mischief which shftll fall upon their own heads; 

that men may openly behold and see the works of 
God» and acknowledge that God himself ba& visited 
them. 



PSALM LXV. 

To the dil«f Umidaii. A PBatan ami SoDf of 

Pbaisb waiteth for thee» O God, in Zion x and 
unto thee shall the tow be performed. 

O timu that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all 
flesh come. 

Iniquities pre?ail against me : a$ fttr oor tians- 
gressloBSy then shalt purge them away. 

Blessed is the man whom thoo choosest, and causest 
to approach unto tketf that he may dwell in tl^ 
courts : we shall be satisfied with the goodness 
of thy honse, of thy holy temple. 

J?yterrible things in righteousness wilt thou answ^er 
us, O God of oar salvation ; who art the confi- 
dence of all the ends of the eartfi, and of them 
that are afar ofif upon the sea : 

Which by his strength setteth fast the mountains i 
being girded with power: 

Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of 
their wa^es, and the tumult of the people. 

They also tliat dwell in the uttermost parts ar^ 
afraid of thy tokens : thou makest the outgoings 
of the morning and CToning to rejoioe. 

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou 
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gretdlj enriehett tt with the tiw af Ood, wkiek 

is full of water : thon preparest them corn, when 
thou hast su provided for it. 
Thou waterest the ridf^es thereof abundantly ; thoa 
settleit the farrows thereof; then makest it 
soft with showers ; thou blessest the springing 
thereof. 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and 
thy paths drop fatness. 

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness ; 

and the Utile hills rejoice on every side. 
The pastures are clothed with flocks ; the valleys 

also are covered over with com : they shoot for 

joy, they also sing. 

This is a remarkable Psalm of thanksgiving ; (and all 
productions of this kind were formed by the prophet 
out of the First Commandment^) wherein thanks are 
rendered unto God, because he preserves among bis 
people (to whom he has given his word against Satan, 
hevetics« and all adversaries) the true religion, and 
the tme worship of God ; and beeaase he preserves 
also political peace, and guards the state from all 
seditions, wars and tumults; and dispels all the 
Storms of the counsels of war, slaughter and blood- 
shed. For war is nothing less than a horrible storm 
and tempest, wliicli liurls into confusion all things 
divine and human ; and throws them into a pertur- 
bation, like as when the waTCS of the sea rage with 
Tiolenoe. 

The Psalmist gives thanks to God that he pre- 
serves peace; — (in which one thing are contained 
all the treasures of good ;) that he gives rain from 
heaven and f roitfal seasons ; and that he crowns the 

year witii his goodness ; that in, that during the 
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reToiation of the year» he accomplishes and per- 
fonnsy as it were« a certain round of dinne bloMing 

and goodness. For, in the spring, there first appear 
the blossoms; and then, shortly atter, the straw- 
berries and cherries; and then, ere long, plums^ 
apples, and berries of various jnice and virtae ; (to 
say nothing about the perpetual verdure of the herbs 
^hich flourishes all the while, and is contiiiuany 
revived with fresh supplies of dew). To these we 
are to add, the infinite variety of herbs and odoors. 
And then, at the time of harvest, oar barns are filled 
with wheat, rye, barley, and corn, and grain of every 
kind« In the autumn, our presses overflow with 
wine of an infinite variety of taste and fragrance, 
and our vats are filled to the brim* Thus the Lord 
fills the whole revolution ol the year, and every part 
of it, with his overflowing and infinite goodness : and 
indeed every single fmit is, as it were, a fund, and a 
world of the goodness of God. 

But how few are there, in general, who tliink about 
these numberless and valuable blessings, and render 
thanks onto God for them! Alas! we have innn- 
merable examples of the impious manner in which 
the noble, the powerful, and the rich, have abused 
the saving doctrine of faith and Christian liberty, 
and also that peace which God has hitherto miracu- 
loasly preserved to us : — we have nnmberless exam- 
ples, I say, of the manner in \%hich they have abused 
these great blessings, to their own lusts, as Sodom 
and Gomorrah did : — ^but they shall be visited with 
Sodom and Gomorrah's judp:ment. 

"\ou see, therefore, that tliose in the king^dom of 
David, and among the people of Israel who com* 
poied these Psalms, were excellent and great men« 
For these are spiritual and truly divine poems. No 
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poems erer equalled tbese. No poets^ not even 

Homer himself, ever equalled these poets, who thus 
speak of God, his works* and his creatures. These 
Psalms eontaio the greatest and most weighty things, 
in a manreUons brevity of expression! 



PSALM LXVI. 

JhM^aihorUth to praite Chdp to obmve Mm gnai workB, to Men him 
firaeiem ben^9,-^B€ voweik for Umm^f roUfiiom mrvke to 
Godj^Hodtdartth Godfo ^edal goodnem to klmt^* 

To the chief Hiuiciaii» a Son^ or FMdm. 

Make a joyful noise uato God, all ye lands : 
Sing forth the honour of bis name ; make bis 

praise glorious. 
Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works ! 

through the greatness of thy power shall thine 

enemies submit themselves unto thee* 
All the earth shall worship tbee, and shall sing 

onto tlice ; tiicy shall sing to thy name. Selah. 
Come and see the works of God he is terrible in his 

doing toward the children of men. 
He turned the sea into dry tand : they went througb 

the flood on foot : there did we rejoice in him. 
He ruletb by his power for ever ; his eyes behold 

the nations : let not the rebellious exalt them- 
selves. Selab. 
O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice 

of his praise to be heard ; 
Which boldeth our soul in life, and. sufferetb not 

our feet to be moved. 
For thou, O God, hast proved us : thou hast tried 

uSy as silver is tried. 
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tion upon our loins. 
Tliou hast caused men to ride oyer our beads : we 
went thfOQgii ire Md ikrovgii water ; bmt tkoa 
brooghtest nt ant into a wealthy pJbcit • 

I will go into thy house with b u rut -offerings ; I 

will pay thee my yows. 
Which my lips have uttered, and mj month hath 

spoken, when I was in tronble. 
1 will oficr unto thee burnt-sacrifices of fatling-s, 

with the incense of rams ; I will offer bullocks 

with goats. Selah« 
Come and bear, ail ye that fear God, and I will 

declare what he hath doue fur my soul. 
I cried unto him with mjr months and he was ex* 

tolled with my tongne. 
If I r€i;cird iniquity in my heart, the LoiD will not 

hear me : 

Bui verily God hath heard m ; he hath attended 
to the Toice of my prayer. 

Blessed be God, which hath oot turned away my 
prayer, nor his mercy from me. 

This is a general thanksgifing, for God's having 

rescued and delivered his people so often out of the 
hand^ of their enemies, and out of the very jaws of 
death itself ; as he did at the Red Sea. The Books 
of Jadges and Kings are fall of these deliverances. 

These deliverances are no less great and won- 
derful, at this day, in the church, when God delivers 
those that fear him out of temptations, both internal 
and external. For Satan, of whom Uutt earthly 
Pharaoh was so especial a type, being inflamed with 
so horrible a desire of distressing and destroying, 
. daily persecutes the church : and he woukl, if he 
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coald, so harm every single one of the godly, and 
so beset them on every aide^ that they should see 
Mtfcing hut death, and an angry €h>d : oat of all 
tbeae things, howeTer, God deliven his own* 



PSALM LXVII. 

A praiferjitr ike mHairpemtni GmP« kingd4fm, to the joy qf the people, 

and ik€ ktcreoMqfGoi^e hlmimg9. 

To tht diief MiuiGiaii <m Neginoth, a PsaUn cr Song* 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us ; and cause 

his face to shine upon us. Selah. 
That thy way may be known apon earth, thy saving 

health among all nations. 
Let the people praise thee, O God ,* let all the 

people praise thee. 
O let the nations be glad, and sing for joy ; for 

thoa shalt judge the people righteously, and 

govern the nations upon earth. Selah. 
Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the 

people praise thee* 
Tkm shall the earth yield her increase ; and God, 

even our God, shall bless us. 
God shall bless us ; and all the ends of the earth 

shall fear him. 

This is a prophecy concerning the kingdom of Christ ; 
foretelling, that it should be a spiritual kingdom, 
in which grace and the remission of sins shoaid be 
proclaimed, not only in Jndea, bat thronghont all 
nations. "Let the people praise thee, O God, yea 
let all the people praise thee ; for thou jndgest the 
people righteonsly, &c/' That is, thou reigoest, by 
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the Gospely tbrou^hout all nations : thou judgest all : 
(that is, all sinners in the hypocrisy of natiirey) 
that they may be broaght to giTO tbanks unto thee 
for tby merey» and may reiokef and pfaise the hless^ 
ings of the gospel. 

This sacrihce of praise, Diis offering of thanks, is 
the highest worship of God, and is a sacrifiee truly 
acceptable unto him, (as we haYe continually ob- 
served ;) for David does not here say, *The nations 
shall become proselytes, and shall be circumcised, 
and shall flock to Jerusalem : ' but The nations 
shall remain uncircnmcisedy and shall, nevertheless, 
sing praises unto God, and shall laud and magnify 
him : " that is, the gospel shall be pjeached among 
all nations, and the kingdom of Christ shall arise, 
the kingdom of grace and of the meroy of Ood. 



PSALM LXYIII. 

Apraiftrmitk0rmmnkig^iktark,—AnesioriaHmt»p^^ God for 
hit mereUtt/in' hit cam qftho ehmrehtfor hit groat worht* 

To the chief Mvaidan, A FBabn or Sons: of David. 

Lbt God arise, let his enemies be scattered : let 

them also that hate him llee before him. 
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away : as 

wax melteth before the fire, jo let the wicked 

perish in the presence of God. 
But let the righteous be glad : let them rejoice 

before God ; yea, let them exccediogly rejoice. 
8ing unto God, sing praises to his name : extol 

him that rideth upon the heavens by his name 

J AH, and rejoice before him. 
A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the 

widows^ t# God io his holy habitation. 
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God settelh the solitary in i a mi lies : he hringeth 

out those which are bound with obaioAi bat the 

vekellioiift dwell id a dry hmeU 
O God, wben tbov wentest Ibrth before thy people, 

whea thou didst march through the wilderoeM ; 

Selah: 

The earth tbook, the heavens also dropped at the 
presenee of God : Sinai Itself wm fnmcf at 

the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
Thou, O Gody didst send a plentiful rain, whereby 
thoa didst eonflrm thine inheritaneei when it 
was weary. 

Thy congregation bath dwelt therein : thou, O 

God, hast prepared of thy goodness for the poor. 
The LoBD gave the word : great wot the eompaoy 

of those that published it. 
Kings of armies did tice apace ; and she that 

tarried at home divided the spoil. 
Though ye have lien among the pots, yel $kM ye 

he a$ the wings of a dove covered with silver, 

and her feathers with yellow gold. 
When the Almighty scattered kings in it» it was 

white as snow in Salmon. 
The hill of God tr at the bill of Bashan ; an high 

bill, as the hill of Bashan. 
Why leap ye, ye high hilis ? this ts the hill which 

God desireth to dwell in ; yea, the Lojbd will 

dwell in i$ for ever. 
The chariots of God are twenty thousand, eveyi. 

thousands of angels ; the Lord is among them as 

in Sinai, in the holy place. 
Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led cap- 
tivity captive : thou hast received gifts for men ; 

yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord Ufod 

might dwell omsn^ them. 

N 
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Blessed be the Lord, ivho daily loadeth us with 
benefits^ evm the God of our ^lalvatioo. Seiah. 

H^tkmiiM ovr God i$ ihn GM of aiavattMi mnd 
mto G«d Hie Lmd h thm § tk% Uwom tnm death* 

But God shall wound the head of his enemies, and 
the haiiy i calp of such a oue as goeUi on atill in 
his tmpasaet. 

The LoBD said, I will bring again ffom Bashaa; 

I will bring mtf people agaiu from the depthii of 
the sea : 

That thy loot naj bo dipped in the Mood of OtM 
enemiesy mnd the tongue of thy dofo In the same. 

They have seen thy goini^s, O God ; even the 
goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary. 

The singein went befofo, tlie plajeia on inatm* 
mentt /blfawed after ; among iktm mrt the dam- 
sels playing witii timbrels. 

Bless ye God in the congregations^ even the Lo&D 
from the foanlain of Israel* 

There w little Benjamin wkk their mier, the 
princes of J udah (md their council, tlie princes 
of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali. 

Thy God hath commanded thy strength : strenfthottt 
O God> that whieh thon hast wrought for ns* 

Because of thy temple at Jerusalem shall kings 
bring presents unto thee* 

Rebate the company of speaimen, the mnititiide 
of the balls, with the ealrea of Hie people, iiii 

every one submit himself with pieces of silver : 

scatter thou the people tfuLt delight in war. 
Princes shall come out of Egypt ; BtUcvia shall 

soon streteh oat her hands nolo God. 
Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth ; O sing 

praises unto the Lord ; Selah : 
To him that rideth npon the heafon eC heavena 
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which were of old : lo, he doth send out his 
Toice, and tkai a mighty voice. 
Aseri^ ye streogtli onto God : his exoellencgr U 
over Israel, and his strength t# In the eloods. 

O God, thou art terrible out of tby holy places : 
the God of Israel w he that giveth strength and 
power onto kii people* Blessed ke Cvod* 

This Psalm is, ia the Latiu, most obscurely traos- 
lated ; so mooh so, that this one Psalm may well 
pat as in remembranee of what we are indebted onto 
God, for the great light which he has given us hi 
this our day ; in having blessed us with the study 
of langnageSy and with good books and instroetors. 
Tet, In retom for this nniversal, great, and on* 
speakable gift, throui;h the unceasing revilings of 
Satan, God hears DOthiog but, ^ O this Lutheran 
poison I O this Lotheran heresy ! '—The world shall 
snffer heavy punishment for the eontempt of the 
blessing of this great and merciful light ! 

In the former Latin translation of this Fsalm there 
were the most monstroos renderings ; soeh as JSm 
•ir tuHm diheti dUeeH. — Sp^eui domu9 diw Ut r e ipohu. 
' — Si dormiatis inter medios cleros, — Nives dealbahuntur 
m Salmon, — Mom Dei^ mons pinguu^ nunu comfuatutB 
'•^JL rnndbntr imtrtpa fermi. Cm^pf^Ho tamrwum in 
popttkrum/ fye. 

And how much of the same obscurity w^s there in 
Uosea, and the like difficult books? What, then, 
haw thmf profited the ehnroh, who, by a sort of mad- 
ness, and from a hatred of, and longing desire to, 
suppress the light of the gospel, have all along con- 
demned not only all pious studies, but all oseful 
learning and godliness I Bot bow easy is it to sit 

down and condemn all things, and, as it were, t<f 

N a 
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spit at tbe snti Hifit eiill«:htem mil things ! The traly 
learned and ^^odlv know, liuwever, liovv arduous it 
is to imitate the laborioas endeavoars of those who 
en^a^ in the work of tianslstioDS. Bal let os 
proceed to speak apon the Psalm.— 

This Psalm is a sismal prophecy concerning Christ ; 
a prophecy more animated and exalted, than usaal, 
in ferreney of spirit ; and, as it were, exulting in 
the Holy Ghost ; setting before ns a view of the 
church, and those things which are to take place 
nnder the New Testamcot; and all this is done 
with a representation so clear and expressivet and 
with every thiog depicted in that exact order, that 
it seems to be, not a prediction of things to come, 
hot a description of things passing before our eyes. 
The Holy Ghost foretels the resnrrection and ascen* 
sion of Christ, the revelation of the Holy Spirit from 
heaven, and the mission of the Apostles: he describes, 
I say, the whole of this spiritual kingdom : this king- 
dom of grace and remission of sins, in whioh Christ 
should be preached as the tme God, and as the 
Saviour and deliverer from death. 

He shows also, that the kingdom and priesthood 
of the Jews was to be abolished, and that a new and 
spiritual kingdom was to be erected; which should 
stand, not in human strength, nor in many thousands 
of horse and foot, bat in the ministry and power of 
the word !— that it should be a kingdom, in which 
the Lord should give the word unto those who should 
preach it, in much power; by which the grace of 
Christ, and the remission of sins by Christy should 
be preached, and not the law of Moses. 

He calls the apostles, kings and heads of armies 
because, by the gospel and the ministry of the word, 
they contihually attack the kingdom of the devil and 
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the fates of iiell. For what are "all the Mrmani and 

exhortations of the apostles, but the most terrible 
battles and cooliiets agaiost sio, death, the devil, 
helli and all the righteovsneis and wisdom of the 
world? 

He also chills them ** high hills, rich hills, and the 
inheritaiice of God ; and chariots of the Lord of 
nany thoosands and also* ^* the mnltitade of them 
.that preaoh good tidings, and sing, and play npon 
tnstroments ; ^* kecaa.se, the apostles and ministers of 
the wordy hy fireaching the joyfai gospel and the 
word of grace, eontinnally praise, sing of, and eele- 
hiate the immense benefits of Christ, and the mercy 
of God. Thus, throughout the whole Psalm, the 
fenreot pit^et exuittag in the Holy Ghost, describes, 
in a moat sweet song, the whole kingdom of Christ I 
Id the end, be prays that God woold be pleased to 
render the church more flourishing, and to give his 
blessing and a happy success to this kiogdooi. And 
iadeady the prophet felt his heart mo^ed, and was 
peealiarly uplifted and fervent in spirit, when he 
eomposed this divine and heavenly psalm concerniog 
the kingdom of Christ. 

PSALM LXIX. 

Ikasid cmnplaineth of hU affiicHon. — He prayeth for deliverance. — }fe 
devoteth his enemies to destruction, — He praiseth God with thanltt- 

To the chief Masici&u upoa Shoshannim. A Psalm oi David. 

Savb me, O God ; for the waters are oome in onto 
my sooL 

I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing : I 
am come into deep waters, where the floods 
overfiow me. 
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I am weary of my crying: my throat U dried: 

miDe eyes fail while 1 wait for my 6od« 
They that hate me without a eanae are maire than 

the hairs of mine head : they that woald destroy 
me, beinff mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty : 
then I restored that which I took not away. 

0 God, thoafcaowwt my fooliihaeie ; asd oiy siiui 
are not hid from thee. 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GoD of 
hosts, be ashamed for my sake : let not those 
that seek thee be eonfoonded for my aake, O 
Grod of Israel. 

Because for thy sake I have borne reproach ; 
shame hath covered my face. 

1 am become a stranger onto my brethren, and an 
alien onto my mother's children. 

Fortiie zeal of thine boose hatb eaten me np ; and 
the reproaches of them that reproached thee are 
fallen upon me. 

When I wept» and ehatiened my son! with fasting, 
that was to my reptoaeb, 

I made sackcloth also my garment ; and I became 
a proverb to them. 

They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I 
W0U the song of the drunkards. 

But as for me^ my prayer i$ unto thee, O Lord, 
in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude 
of thy mency hear me : in the truth of thy sal- 
vation, 

J>eli?er me out of the mire, and let me not sink : 

let me be delivered from ^em that hate me, and 
out of the deep waters. 
Let not the water*flood overflow me, neither let the 
deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her 
mouth upon me. 
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Hfiar me» Q Lo9X> ; for thy ioviiig-kuMliiQis is 
good : tfUQ viito no aoeofdivc ^ tht nulliftode 
of til J tevdor Mvoies. 

And hide not thy face from thy servant; for I am 

in Irooblo ; hoar m »peodUy« 
JhBM nigh onto my amI, mid codoon U; doUvor 

me, beooQso of mine onoinief. 

Thoa hast known my reproach, and my shame, and 
my dinhononr ; miiio advoraariea «iv all before 
thee. 

Keproaeh bath broke* my heart, and I am fall of 

heaviness : and I looked for some to take pity, 
bat ihert was none; and for Gomforter«, i^ot I 
found none* 

Tbey gave me also gall for my meat ; and in my 

thirst they fave me vinegar to drink. 
JUet their table become a snare before them : and 
wkM sAeuU Aevf b€€n for their welfare, lei 

it became a trap. 
IiOt their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and 

make their loins continually to shake* 
Pour oat tbine indignation apon tbem, and let tby 

wrathfal anger take hold of them. 
Jiet their habitation be desolate; and let none 

dwell in their tents. 
For they peraecote knm whom thoa bast smitten ; 

and they talk to the grief of those whom tboa 

hast wounded. 
Add iniqaity anto their iniqui^ i and let them 

not eome into tby righteoasnesa. 
Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, 

and not be written with the righteous. 
JBut I ma poor and sorrowful ; let thy salvation, O 

Godi set me up on high. 
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I wiU pniam the mmt «C God widi a mmg^ ud * 
will nag^ify bin with thtaksf^ving* 

Thit aho shall piease the Lord better thaa an ox 

or buiiock that hftth horns and boofs. 
Tht hombie shall see lAtt, be glad : aad yoor 

heart shall live that seek Ood. 
For tlie Lord beareth the poor, and despiseth not 

bis prisoners* 
Let the heaten and eartii praise hioiy tlie seas, and 

every thing that moTeth theran : 
For God will save Sion, and will bnild the cities 

of Judab ; that they may dwell there, and haye 

it in possession. 
The seed also of his servants shall inherit it ; and 

they that love his name shall dwell therein. 

This Psalm is a prayer fall of those most deep and spi* 
ritual feelings that were experieneed in the person of 

Christ our Lord. In the beginning of the Psalm, in 
the first three verses, with what a fervency and weight 
of words does the Psalmist deseribe those great ter- 
rors of death and hell which Christ undertook and 
endured, for our sins. " Save me now, O Lord," 
saith he, for the waters overflow me, I sink into 
the depth of the mire : I haye now no whefe to stand, 
nothing whereon to set my foot, I sink into the abyss 
of the sea, and the floods overflow me/' By all 
which figures and expressions he shadows forth, 
with all his powers, that unspeakable agony of Christ, 
whioh he endured for our sins, when groaning under 
the infinite weight of the wrath of God. 

In the 7th verse Christ confesses himself as bear- 
ing oor sins, and complains of the Jews, who craeify 
him. ** They gave roe/' saith he, gal! for my meat, 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink : so 
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' expressively and circumstantially does the prophet 
foretel the sufierings of Christ 1 And then he speaks, 
with the saoM cleanwss, concerniog the Jews who 
dioold be blindedt mwA their kingdom aad prieitliood 
which should be destroyed, as also it was fulfilled ; 
SO that now we see the accomplishment of these 
thiagst 9mA npetieiieo has set them plainly before 
oor eyes. 

In the end of the Psalm the prophet shows that 
the law should he abolishedi and that a new worship 
should be instituted without the law and eiremnei-* 
sioD : I will praise the name of the Lord,^ saith he, 
"witii a son^, and will magnify him with thanks- 
giving. This also shall please the Lord better than 
an ox or a baUook that hath horns and hoofs." Bj 
these words he shews that the law should be abrogated 
with the whole ol' that splendidly ceremonious wor- 
ship, the boasted pride of circumcision, the sabbaths, 
and the saerifiees ; and that the worship of the New 
Testament should be established in its stead ; namely, 
the sacrifice of praise and the preaching of the gos- 
pel ; for it is by faith in Christ, and obedience to 
the gospel that we attain unto the true knowledge of 
Ood, and it is by truly keeping the first eommand- 
roent that God is truly worshipped ; which, as it is 
written, (Mark xii. 33.) is ''more than ail whole 
burnt offerings and saorifices.'' 

PSALM LXX. 

To fhe cbief Mnsiciaii, A MIm of David, to hdog to imembiaaee. 

Makb haste, O God, to deliver me ; make haste to 
help me,.0 Lena). 
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IM tbem be ashamed awl coaibaiMled fluil aeek 

after my sonl : let them be tarned backward, 

and put to confusion, that desire my hurt. 
Let them be turned back fior a reward of their 

f haae that say, Aha» aha. 
Let all those that sede thee rejoioe and be f lad im 

thee: and let such as love thy salvatiua say 

continoally, Let God be magnified. 
Bot I am poor and needy : make baste unto aie, O 

€N>d: thoa mri mj help and my deliverer; O 

LoBDy make no tarrying. 

This Psalm is a prayer against the persecutors and 
enemies of the ehareh and ol the godly : lor soeh in- 
stmments of the devil eease not to plot against the 

good, and those that fear God, with all possible 
machinations of craft, and with ail the bitterness of 
Cain; and, like Satan himself; they born with an 
insatiable desire and determination to destroy the 
charch ; nay, more than this, they Insilit the miseries 
and calamities of the saints* 

PSALM LXXI. 

DiorW, in ccmfidmce qf faith, and experience qf God*9 fuoour, prapeth 
bath far him»elf, and atjainsi the enemUi of his »oul. — He promitetk 
cmtsfancy.—Ueprayethfor pereeverance^^Me irmifflA Gad, antdsr^^ 
miieth to do it cheerfuUp, 

In thee, O Lord, do I pat my trnst : let me never 

be put to confusion. 
Deliver me in thy rigbteousness» and cause me to 

escape: incline thine ear nnto me» and save 

me* 

Be thou my strong habitation, w hereunto I may 
continnaiiy resort; Utou bast given oomnand- 
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ment to save me ; for tboo art my rock and my 
fortress. 

Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the 
wicked, oat of the hand of the anrightooiis and 
cniel man* 

For thou art my hope, O Lord God : thou art my 

trust from my youth. 
By thee have I been holden np from the vromb : 

then art lie that took me oat of my moth«r*s 

bowels : my praise skali he eo&tlaQally of thee. 
I am as a wonder unto many: bot thou art my 

strong refuge. 
Let my mouth be filled wiik thy praise and with 

thy honour all the day. 
Cast me not off in the time of old age ; forsake me 

not when my strength failetb. 
For mine enemies speak against me; and they 

that lay wait for my seal take eonnsel together. 
Saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and 

take him ; for there is none to deliver him. 

0 God, be not far from me; O my God, make 
haste for my help* 

Let them be confoonded and eonsnmed that ate 
adversaries to my soul ; let them be covered 
with reproach and dishonour that seek my hurt. 

Bot I wiii hope ooatinualiy, and yet will praise 
thee more and more* 

My month shall shew forth thy righteonsness and 
thy salvation all the day ^ fur I knovr not the 
numbers thereof, 

1 will go in the strength of the Lord God ; I will 
nudce mention of thy righteonsness, even of thine 
only. 

O God, thou hast taught me from my youth : and 
hitherto have I deolaied thy wondceos works* 
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Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O God, 
forsake me not ; until I have shewed thy streogth 
unto this gooeration, amd thy power to eftty one 
ilUa It tooeiDa. 

Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who 
hast done great things : O God, who u like unto 
thee! 

TkaUf wbieh basi shewed me great aad sore troo- 

bles, shalt quicken me 'again, and shalt briag me 

up again from the depths of the earth. 
Thou shalt increase my greatness, and oomfort me 

on oTeiy side. 
I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy 

truth, () my God : unto thee will I sing with the 

barp« O thou Holy One of Israel* 
My lips shall greatly rejoice when I slog onto 

thee i and my soul, which thou hast redeemed. 
My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all 

the day long: for they are confounded, for they 

are brought unto shame, that seek my hurt 

This Psalm is a general prayer; which, I think, may 
be very properly nsed in the person of the whole 
chnroh against all her enemies and perseootors who 
are now or ever shall be, unto the end. "Forsake 
me not,'' saith he, in the time of mine old age,'' &g. 
and although this may more especially apply to the 
prophet himself, as praying for diyine protection 
under his infinite temptations; yet the words may 
be appropriately applied to the last times, and to the 
close of the church militant before the last day* For 
the church has her old age also : and Christ himself 
and his apostles have foretold, •* That in the latter 
days perilous times shall come:'^ as Daniel also 
prophesied, that the truth shoald be persecuted and 
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iniquity should abound : and this we have expe- 
rienced uQder Mahomet, and the Pope, to our iofi- 
Bite peril and eemw. 
Hence, in irerses 16-^17, tbe propbet foretells the 

justice and rii^btcousncss of God. *' My moulh 
(saith he) shall show forth thy ri|;hteousness. O 
God thoa liast taught me from my youth, and hitherto 
bate I declared thy wondroas works. Now also, 

when I am old and ^^rc^-headed, ^e." This pro- 
phecy may be of singular use to us, and apply to us 
▼ery appropriately: becanae Ood baa, as it were, 
broagbt ns back oat of hell, and from the depths of 
the earth, and has made the light of his word to 
shine again, by which our consciences have a firm 
and eternal eonsolatioo. These onr times are like 
tbe times of Ellas and Enoch : for tbey commonly 
say of as, *■ These men will subvert antichrist, and 
restore all things I ' 



PSALM LXXII. 

Damd, praying for Solomon^ sliewtth the goodness and glorjf qf hit, in 
igpe> OMlAi Mft, CkHgfi Mnffd9m,^B€ Utmik €MU 

A Pstdm for Solomon. 

GivB the king tby jndgmenU, O God, and thy 
righteousness unto tbe king's son. 

He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and 

tby poor with judgment. - 
The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and 

tbe little bills, by righteousness. 

He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall . 

save the children of the needy, and shall break 
in pieces the oppressor. 
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They shall fmr thee at long a§ the sm and wnmi 

endare, tbroagbout all generations. 
He shall come down ]ike rain upon the mown 

grass : as showers that water the earth, 
la his days ahall the righteoQS ioariah; and 

abandaoce of peaoe lo loiif as the ittooa ea- 

doreth. 

He shall have demtnion also from sea to sea, and 

froai the li^er onto th/eods of the eaitil. 
They that dwell in the wilderness Aatt how heCosv 

him ; and his enemies shall lick the dost. 
The kin^rs of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring 
presents: the kiogs of Sheha and Seba shall 
offer gtfle. 

Tea, all kings shall fall down hefoie htm: all 

' nations shall serve him. 

For be shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the 

poor also, and him that hath no helper. 
He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save 

the sonls of the needy. 

He shall redeem their soul from deceit and vio- 
lence : and precious shall their blood he in his 

And he shall live, and to him shall be given of the 

gold of Sbeba : prayer also shall be made for 
him continually : and daily shall he be praised* 

There shall he an handlol of com in the earth open 
the top of the monntalns ; the fmit thereof shall 
shake like Lebanon : and thejf of the city shall 
flourish like grass of the earth. 

His name shall endare for ever : his name shall be 
eontioned as long as the san : and mm shall be 
blessed in him : all nations shidi call him bleeeed* 

Blessed he the LoRD God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous things* 
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And blessed be his glorious name for ever : and let 
tbe whole eaith be filled with his glory ; Amen^ 
and Amen. 

Tbe prayers of David the sou of Jesse arc ended. 

This is a most remarkable prophecy concerninii^ 
Christ and his kingdom, to be spread throughout Uie 
whole world, over all kingdoms, and the isles of the 
jtea : which should not be a kingdom of death, sin, 
andjadgmentjbut a kingdom of grace, righteousness, 
peace, and joj. — But the life, the mtory, the peaee, 
•nd the glory of the droieh shall be hidden ; they 
shall be liidden in God ; and the saints in this 
world shall endure the most bitter iiatred of the 
world, and its persecutions; they shall shed thek 
blood for Christ ; nevertheless, that blood shall be 
precious ia the sight of the Lord, and he shall 
require it. 

This Psalm also, verse IS, declares that the old 

wor^ip of the law of Moses should be abrogated, 
and a new worship set up, which should consist in 
prayer and the giving of thanks. Frayer shall be 
made unto him (saith he) eontinnally, and daily 
shall he he pfulsed/' For the saorifioe of praise and 
the preaching of the gospel, is the daily sacrifice, 
and the highest worship of the New Testament* 
Here yon hear nothing of eireumoision, or the law 
of Moses, as that which the nations should receive. 
It saith that the kings of nations and nations them- 
•elves shall endure and shall praise this king. 
Therefore, this king , Christ, is truly and properly 
God. For prater is the worship of the first and 
greatest commandment, and is due to God alone ; 
fuff he ukme can deliver firum death and every afflic- 
tion. 
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protpwrUjf ^ the wicked- The womid giom thereby * dsffidenct^-^fU 
victory/ opfir if, hnowJedge of G^MpurpOi9,in4mir99inff ^thtwMti, 
wtd suetainina thf riMhtetma 

APMlmofAMpb. 

Truly God u good to Israel, even to sacb a» are oC 

a clean heart. 
Bat as for me, my feet were almost gone ; iiijr steps 

bad well nigh slipped. 
For I was envious at the fooUsbi fohen I saw the 

prosperity of the wicked. 
For there are no bands in tbeir death ; bat their 

strength is firm. 
They are not in trouble as oUier men; neither are 

they plagoed like other men. 
Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain ; 

violence covereth them as a garment. 
Their eyes stand oat with fatness ; they have more 

than heart conld wish. 
They are corrupt, and speak wickedly emeermug 

oppression : they speak loftily. 
They set tbeir mouth against the heavens; and 

tbeir tongne walketh through the earth. 
Therefore his people return hither; and waters of 

a full cup are wrung out to them : 
And they say, How doth God know? and is there 

knowledge in the Most High ? 
Behold, these are the ungodly who prosper in the 

world ; they increase in riches. 
Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and 

washed my hands in innocency. 
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For all the day lon^ have I been plagued, and 

chastened every morning. 
If I say, I will speak thus ; behold, I shoald offend 

against the generation of thy children. 

When I thought to know this, it was too painful 

for me, 

Until I went into the sanctuary of God ; then iin-» 
derstood I their end. 

Sorely then didst set them in slippery places : thou 
castedst them down into destruction. 

How are they brought into desolation, as in a mo- 
ment? they are ntteily consamed with terrors* 

As a dream when me awaketh ; 90, O Lord, when 
thou ^wakcst, thou slialt despise their image. 

Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in 
my reins. 

So foolish was I and ignorant ; I was 0s a beast 

before thee. 

Nevertheless, I am continually with thee; thou 
hast holden me by my right hand. 

Thoa shalt guide me with tliy connsel, and after- 
ward receive roe to glory. 

Whom have I heaven but thee? and there u none 
upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart faiieth: but God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for oyer. 

l^or, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish ; 
thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring 
from thee. 

Bnt it is good for me to draw near to God : I have 
pot my trost in the Lord God, that I may declare 

all thy works. 

This is a Psalm that instrncts as against that great 

offence and stumbling-block concerning which all 

o 
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the prophets have complained ; namely, that the 
wicked flourish in the world, enjoy prosperity, and 
inerease in abandaoc^, wliile the godly toffer cold 
and bungler, and are afflicted, and spit upon, and de- 
spised, and condemned ; and that God seems to be 
against and to neglect the latter, and to regard, sap- 
port and give success to the former. And this outside 
appearance of the false chnreh has, moreover^ a great 
inflnenee with, and excites the admiration of, the 
world around. Wliatever these hypocrites do or say, 
they boast with great confidence, is pious, holy and 
diYine : on the other hand» they consider the lives of 
the godly to benngodij, and their doctrine enroneoos. 
This offence has existed, and has exercised and 
vexed the godly iroia the very beginning oi the 
church. 

So foolish was I/' saith Asaph, (y. SS.) that 
is, I was accounted ungodly, a heretic, and ade- 

splser of God. But these temptations, saitli he, 
remain until I cast away all my own cogitations 
about this offencci and go into the sanctuary : that 
is, until I hear or read the word, and find what God 
saith concerning the ungodly ; and until I look into 
the histories and behold the judgments of God, which 
have been since the foundation of the world. There 
I find what God threatens in his First Command- 
ment: and how he has fulfilled this judgment and 
executed it, even from Cain ; by which all the un- 
godly arc overthrown and overwhelmed on a sudden ; 
for they build upon slippery places and upon the 
sandy hut the godly build upon a rook. 
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PSAUft LXXIV. 

Tike prophet comphunethqf the deeolatimpfthe *ameimry,'~He moteth 

God to help in considrration nf his paufer,qfhU rgprgoe^/^mmiiieB, 
qfhii children, and qf hit covenant. 

O GoDy why hast thoa castnj off for e?er? why 

doth thine anger smoke agaiost the sheep of thy 

pasture ? 

Bemeaibcr thy congregation, tt7itc^ thou hast pur- 
chased of old; thoiod of thino ioheritanody wkiek 
thoa hast redeemed ; this moant Ziaoy wherein 

thou hdbi dwelt. 

Lift op thy feet unto the perpetual desolations ; 
€9m all that the enemy hath done wickedly in 
the sanctuary. 

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congrega- 
tions ; they set up their ensig;ns J'or si^ns. 

A mm was famous according as he had lifted up 
aiDM npott the thick trees* 

But DOW they break down the canred work thereof 
at once with axes and hammers. 

They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have 
defiled 6y eattimj^ down the dwelling place of thy 
aaoie to the groand. 

They said in their hearts, Let os destroy them 
together: they have burned up all the syna- 
gogues of God in the land. 

We .sec not onr signs : there is no more any pro- 
phet : neither t# there among us any that knoweth 
how lonpr. 

O God, how long shall the. adversary reproach? 

shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for over ? 

o s 
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Why wiihdrawest thoa thy hand, eren thy right 

hand? plack it out of thy bosom. 
For God is my King ofold, working salvation in 

the midst of the earth* 
Thoa didst divide the sea hy thy strength : thou 

brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. 
Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and 

gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting 

the wilderness. 
Thoa didst eleave the foontain and the flood : thoa 

driedst up mighty rivers. 

The day is tbioe, the night also is thine ; thoa hast 
prepared the light and the sau. 

Thoa hast set all the borders of the earth : thou 
hast made summer and winter. 

Remember this, ihal the enemy hath reproached, 
O LoBD, and thai the foolish people have blas- 
phemed thy name. 

O deliyer not the seal of thy turtledove anto the 
multitude of the wicked: forget not the congre- 
gation of thy poor for ever. 

Have respect onto the covenant: for the dark 
plaees of the earth are fall of the habitations 
of cruelty. 

O let not the oppressed return ashamed; let the 

poor and needy praise thy name. 
Arise, O God, plead thine own oaase : remember 

how the foolish man reproaeheth thee dally. 

Forget uot the voice of thine cnciiiies : the tumult 
of those that rise up against thee increaseth 
continoally. 

This Is a prayer against the enemies who were then 

layin^i: waste Jerusalem, the sanctuary, ail the holy 
places of assembly and of the worship of God in the 
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land, and even the national cities themselves ; utter- 
ing at the same time blasphemies against God, as if 
be were not able to SQOoour and defend his people. 

It seems also to be a prophecy of the fotore, and 
a prayer against that future devastation which was 
wrought by those cruel enemies, the Chaldeans, and 
by Antioebos Bpi^anes ; for it was on these two 
eeeasions only that the temple and the eity of Jera- 
salem were destroyed, with such cruelty as is here 
depicted. 

We also Qse this Psalm against the TnBk and 
Mahomet ; and also against oar Antioehns, the pope ; 

who destroys daily the true ehurch and the preaching 
of the word of God, daily despoils and scatters all 
sacred and divine things, and every where stirs up 
and diffoses abroad the poison of the dOTil and every 

abomination. 



PSALM LXXY. 

* Yhe prfrphei prnfueth God. lie prffmiseth to judye. uprightly. He re- 
bnheth the proud hi/ consideration qf God' 9 providence, Ueprumtk 
God, arid promiaeth (o execute justice. 

To the cMef Mnsician, Al-taachith, a PmIoi or Son|f of Asaph. 

Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee 
do we give thanks ; for that thy name is near thy 
wondroQS works declare* 

When I shall receive the congregation I will 

judge uprightly. 
. The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dis- 
solved : I bear np the pillars of it* Selah. 

I said unto the fools, Deal not foolishly : and to 
the wicked, Lift not up the horn : 
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Uftnol ap yoat homonlHgli :spe8kii^i0ti4a stiff 

neek. 

For promotion cometh neither from the east^ iior 

from the west, nor from the soath. 
Bat Ood ii the judge : he pvtteth down one, and 

setteth up anoUier. 
For in tbe hand of the Lord there is acup, and the 

wine is red : it is fall of mixture ; and he pour* 

eth oat of the same : bat the dregs thereof, ail 

the wieked of the earth shall wring t^em cmt, 

and drink them. 
But I will declare for ever ; I will sing praises to 

the God of Jacob. 
AH the horns of the wicked also will I eat off; hU 

tbe horns oi the lighteou:^ shall be exalted. 

This is a Paalm of consolation against all torbolent 
and hardened hypocrites, who boast of. their chnrch 

and tlicir name, and despise alike all threatenings, 
and all exhortations ; ever speaking like those arro- 
gant hypocrites in Psalm xii : Who shall teach 
as ? Who is Lord over as ? As if they sboold 

say, the power is ours, and the autliority is ours, 
and he that does not listen to, and obey us, let him 
be aecarsed. 

In like manner also now, oar bishops are secnre ; 

and, from the * Council of Worms' to this day, are 
deaf to all entreaties, and inscnsrble to ail tears. And 
equally deaf also are most kings and princes and 
fanatical spirits ; who are so confident in themseiTCS 
and In their own imaginations, that they seem to 
think that God himself could not overthrow them or 
cast tliem down. 

This Psalm admonishes ns, the people of God, 
to know and acknowledge^ that there is a God 
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who will iorelj jadye all iniquity, if wo do bot 
wait his time. For be is tbo Lord who niakotb the 

mountains to tremble, and wbu appeared on Mount 
Sinai with sach terrible msgefttj* Ue, according to 
the word of hia Fint ConnnaDdHient, visita the 
wicked in his own appointed time, and yet preserves 
the pillars of the earth j that is, the godly and the 
righteous ; who bear up and sustain this world upon 
their shoulders as it were : in the same way as the 
Apostle Paol ealls the ehoreh the pillar and 
groand of the troth/' Thos, God preserved the 
righteous and innocent Lot when he overthrew 
Sodom : and thus he preserved also the believing 
Jews and the Apostles when he destroyed Jerusalem, 
and overthrew the whole nation and kingdom : for he 
knows, when he destroys any nation, how to preserve 
his own, 

PSALM LXXVL 

A declaration qf God*§ majesty i» iht dbmvk* An exhortation to serve 

Aim TteefoniX>y» 

To the chief Musician on Negiuoth. A Psalm or Song of Asaph. 

In J udah is God known ; bis name is great in 
Israel. 

In Salem also is his tabernaele, and bis dwelling 

plaee in Zion. 
There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, 

and the sword, and the battle. Selah. 
Xhoo art more glorious and excellent than the 

moontaiM of prey. 
The stoathearted are spoiled, they have slept their 

sleep: and none ol the men of might have found 

their hands. 
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At thy rebvke^ O God of Jacob, both tb« chariot 

and borte are oastioto a dead sleep. 
Thou, evem thou, arl to be feared ; and who my 

stand in thy sight when once thou art angry? 
Thou didst cause judgment to be heard Ifom haa^ 

Ten ; the earth feared, and waa siiii. 
When God araae to jodgnent) to safe all the meek 

of the earth. Selah. 
, Surely the wrath of man shall praise tbee: the 

remainder of wrath shait thou restrain. 
Vow, and pay onto the Lord yonr Qod s let all 

that be round about him biing presents onto 

him that ought to be feared. 
He shall cut oil the spirit of prinoes : he i$ terrible 

to the kings of the earths 

This is a Psalm of thanksgiving, and of the same 

subject-matter 'djs Pi»alm xivi. It gives thanks unto 
God for preserving his word and worship in Jeru- 
salem ; and shows that it is he who, by marvelloos 
deeds and wonders, proCeets and defends his people 
against all kings and tyrants ; such as Sennacherib. 
For the Lord, the liiviiie Majesty, is a wonderful 
*'Maa of war''; who has the hearts and spirits of 
lyings in his hand* and who ean fili the enemies with 
fear, and break their minds and spirits, whenever 
he pleases, with a single nod of his will. 

in this manner does God fight for his church 
against tyrants and erroneous enemies. In the very 
midst of the eooise of their fury and their hostile 
roaring, he brings down and breaks their spirits with 
fear: and it is a terrible thin^? to kick and fijrht 
against him, who can, in a moment, take away that 
which is the ehief thing in battle-— the spirit of a 
man 1 Satan himself, who makes war against the 
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rigliteon* with mth vneeasinfr rage, with svoh hor- 
rible desire to destroy, and with such confidence 
in lus might, i& cast down in his spirit, in a mo- 
ment, by a repalte of the shiaki of faith, aad fails 
haeic and ia undone : how much more then Aall a 

mortal man ! 
This verse, tbereiore, wherein the Psalmist says. 
He shall cutoff the spirit of princes/^ ooght greatly 
to comfort ns ; for thereby we may know, that we 
cannot be conquered or oppressed, but as God wills ; 
seeing we have that Warrior for our Captain, 
who holds in his hand the hearts and spirits of our 
enemies ; and who, without any arms or weapons of 
men, can lay our adversaries prostrate in a moment, 
by striking their spirits with tear i 

PSALM LXXVIL 

7 he jjsahni»t sheweth what fierce combat he iiad with diffidence. 1 he 
victory which he had hg cmMeraHgn 9f (?iitfV grwtlt agiA grae^mm 
wark»* 

To the cbiei Mu&iciau tu JeUuthan. A Psalm oi Abapb. 

1 G&uu) unto God with my Toice^ epm unto God 
with my voice ; and he gave ear unto me. 

In the day of my trouble I sought the Lobd : my 
sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul 
refused to be comforted. 

I remembered God, and was troubled: I com- 
plained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah. 

Thou boldest mine eyes wak^ing: I am so troubled 
that I cannot speak. 

I have considered the days of old^ the years, of 
ancient times. 

I call to remembrance my song in the uiglit: I 
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coMinane with mine own henit: and my spirit 

made diligent search. 
Will the Lord cast ofl' for ever ? and will he he 

favoarable no more I 
Is his merej elean gone for etrer? dolh kii promise 

fail for e? ermore ? 
Hath God ioi i^uttcn to be gracious? bath be in 

anger shut up his leader mercies ? Selah. 
And I said, This is my infirmity : but I will re- 

member the years of the right hand of the Most 

High. 

1 will remember the works of the LORD: surely I 

will remember thy wo riders of old. 
I wili meditate also of aii thy woric, and tallt of 

thy doings. 

Ihy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who u so 

great a God as our God ! 
Then art the God that doest wonders : thou hast 

declared thy strength among the people. 
Then hast with thine arm redeemed thy people, 

the sons ot Jacob and Joseph. Selah. 
The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw tbee : 

they were afraid : the depths also were troabled. 
The elonds ponred o«t water: the sliies sent out 

a sound ! thine arrows also went abroad. 

The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven : the 
lightnings lightened the world : thei earth trem- 
bled and shoolc. 

Thy way ie in the sea, and thy path in the great 
waters, and tliy footsteps are not known. 

Thou leddest thy people like a tlock» by the hand 
of Moses and Aaron. 

This Psalm contains a blessed doctrine : the Psalmist 
puts forth himself as an example : and the whole is 
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fbr the consolatifra of the jrodly : for the Psalmist 
describes the unspeakable anguish and sorrow of a 
heart alarmed at the wrath of Ood and am : and he 
BMySj Terse 4, that he waa so oTerwhelmed with theae 
terrors and sorrows, that he could neither sleep nor 
speak. And in verses 7 — 10, he, as it were, repeats 
all these his feeliDgs of sorrow and dreadi sayings 

Will God forget to he mereifal ? Doth his promise 
fail for evermore " ? 

Bot here, as the Psalm saitb, lies the greatest and 
host of all consolations, — yoa will at once find com- 
fort and deliveranee if, casting away lh>m yonr 
mind (if you can by any means do it,) all these ap- 
prehensions of evils and sorrows, (by which indeed 
you are distressed in vain,) you turn to the word 
and works of God| and to the histories of God's doings 
and dealings from the beginning of the world t for 
you will there find tljat the works and (Joino^s of God 
from the beginning have been these, — to be merciful 
to and to save and help the sonowfoli the distressed, 
the destitute, and the afflicted ; and to ^isit, in ven- 
geance, the secure, the proud, the despisers, and 
the wicked, in the same way as he delivered the 
Israelites, and destroyed the Egyptians. Hence 
it is that David says, Thy way, O God, is in the 
deep," and "in the sea:" for God saves in the 
midst of death and of destruction, when despair 
is on every side. 

Leara this, my Christian brother! This Psalm 
thus sets fortli to us God and the ways of God: 
that is, how he works, and what he does, in his 
church and in the saints : and all this is thus written, 
that we should not despair in perils and afflictions, 
when we are beyond the reacli of all human help: 
bat that rather, casting away all oar own appre- 
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iMUifams and dittressiBir Aoughlti we «boald, at» 

and Ikom that time, begin to trait in God, and to 
Inist io him more and more, waiting for hU help. 



PSALM LXXVIII. 

An exhortation both to learn and to preach the law ef God. The ttorp 
of (IrnVs wrath ayaimt the incredtdoue and dieobedimii* 'Il»§ lamMtU 
beinjf rejected^ God chaee Judah, ZUm, and J}amd» 

Matchil of Asapb. 

GiVB ear, O my people, to my law : incliae your 

ears to the words of my mooth. 
I will open mj mooth in a parable ; I will atter 

dark sayings of old % 
Which we have heard and known, and our fatherti 

have told ns. 

TVe wili not hide them from their childreuy shewing 
to the generation to eome the praises of the 
Lord, and his strength, and his wonderful works 

that he bath done. 

For he established a testimony in Jacob, and ap- 
pointed a law in Israel, which he eosunanded 
our fathers, that they shonld make them known 
to their children ; 

That the generation to come mi^ht know thenij 
even the children which should be born, wk» 
shonld arise and declare tkem to their children : 

That they might set their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God ; but keep his com- 
mandments : 

And ini^^ht not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellions generation ; a generation tkaJt set not 
their heart aright, and whose spirit was not sted- 

fasl with Gud. 
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The children of Ephraim, hein^ aniied» andcBxtjing 
bows, turned back in the day of battle. 

They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to 

walk io his iaw ; 
And forgat bis works, and his wonders that he 

had shewed them. 
Marvellous things did he in the sight of their 

fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
He divided the sea, and caused them to pass 

through ; and he made the waters to stand as 

an heap. 

In the day-time also he led them with a cload, and 

all the night with a light of fire. 
He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave 

them drink as out of the g;reat depths. 
He brought streams also uut of the rock, and 

caused waters to run down like rivers. 
And they sinned yet more against him, by pro- 

iroking the Most High in the wilderness. 
And they tempted God in their heart, by asking 

meat for their last. 
Yea, they spake against God : they said, Can 

God furnish a table in the wilderness I 
Behold, he smote the rock, that the waters gushed 

out, and the streams overflowed; can he give 

bread also ? can he })iovide flesh for his people ? 
Therefore the Lord heard this^ and was wroth ; so 

a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also 

came up agaiost Israel, 
i^ecausc they believed nut in God, and trusted not 

in his salvation ; 
Though he had commanded the clouds from above, 

and opened the doors of heaven. 
And had rained down manna upon them to eat, 

and had given them ol the corn of heaven. 
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Man did Ml angels' food : he sent them neat to 
the falL 

He caused an east wind to blow io the Leaven ; 

and by his power he brought in the south wind. 
He rained flesh also upon Ibem as dnst, and 

feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea; 
And he let it fall In the midst of their oampy roond 

about their habitations. 
So they did eat and were well filled : for he ga? e 

them their own desire ; 
They were not estranged from their Inst : hot while 

their meat tvas yet in their months, 
The wrath of God came upon them, and slew the 

fattest of them» and smote down the ohosen men 

of Israel. 

For all this they sinned still, and believed not for 

his wondrous works. 
Therefore their days did he oonsnme in vanity, and 

their years in tronble. 
When he slew them, then they sought him ; and 

they returned and inquired early after God : 
And they remembered that God was their Kock, 

and the high God their Redeemer. 
Nevertheless they did tatter him with their month, 

and they lied nnto him with their tongues : 
For their heart was not right with him, neither 

were they stedfast in his covenant, 
Bnt he, beinff fnll of eompassion, forgave tkeir 

iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, many 

a time turned he his anger away, and did not 

stir up all his wrath : 
For he remembered that they were hut ftesh; a 

wind that passeth away, and cometh not again. 
How oft did they provoke him in the wilderness, 

and grie\e him in the desert ! 
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Tea, they turned back, and tenif»led God, and 
limited the Holy One of Israel. 

They remembered not his hand, nor the day when 

he delivered them from the enemy : 
How he had wrought his signs in £gypt, and his 

wonders in the field of Zoan : 
And had turned their rivers into blood; and their 

floods, that they could not drink. 
He sent divers sorts of flies among them, whieh 

devonred them; and frogs, which destroyed 

them. 

He gave also their increase unto the caterpillar, 

and their iabonr onto the locnst. 
He destroyed their vines with hail, and their syca- 
more-trees with frost. 
He gave up their cattle also to the hail, and their 

fiocl^s to hot thunderbolts. 
He cast npon them the fierceness of his anger, 

wrath, and indignation, and tiuubie, by sending 

evil angels among them* 
He made a way to his anger ; he spared not their 

soal fVom death, bnt gave their life over to the 

pestilence ; 

And smote all the iirst-born in Egypt ; the chief of 

lAeir strength in the tabemaoles of Ham : 
Bat made his own people to go forth like sheep, 

and guided them in the wilderness like a llock. 
And he led them on safely, so that they feared not: 

but the sea overwhelmed their enemies. 
And he brought them to the border of his sane* 

tuary, ei^eii to this mountain, whieh his light hand 

had purchased. 
He cast oat the heathen also before them, and 

divided them an inheritance by line, and made 

the tribes of Isiael to dwell in their tents. 



Digitized by Google 



208 



F8ALM LXXVIII. 



Tat tbey tmpted and pnnroked the moil Mgh 

God, and kept not his testimonies : 
Bat turned back, and dealt untaitbfuUy like their 
fathers: they were tamed aside like a deeeitfal 
bow* 

For they proToked him to anger with their high 

places, and moved him to jealousy with their 

gnraven images. 
When God heard ikUt he was wroth, aad greatly 

abhorred Israel : 
So that he forsook the tabernacle of SiiiloL, tbe 

tent which he placed among men ; 
And delivered his strength into captiTity* and Ids 

glory into the enemy's hand* 
He gave bis people over also onto the sword ; and 

was wroth with his inheritance. 
The fire consumed their young men ; and their 

maidens were not given to marriage. • 
Their priests fell by the sword ; and their widows 

made no lamentation. 
Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, and 

like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of wine. 
And he smote bis enemies in the binder part : he 

put them to a perpetual reproaeh. 
Moreover he ret used the tabernacle of Joseph, and 

chose not the tribe of Ephraim: 
But chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zioa 

which he loved. 
And be built his sanctuary like high palaces, like 

the earth which he hath established for ever. 
He chose David also his servant, and took him 

from the sheepfoids: 
From following tbe ewes great with yonog he 

brought him, to lecd Jacob his people, and Israel 

his inheritance. 
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£(• be fU tbem aemdincr to the integrity of hie 

heart; and guided tliem hy the skiU\x\nc&& of 
biehamie. 

THie PsahDy by a glorloue uietnietioii» in a lonir re- 
cital of the aets of thecliildren of Israel as examples, 
from the departure out of Egypt down to David, 
teaches as to believe and tmst in God : sbowiof us, 
bow **?ery present God always was to those who 
believed in him, in all their perils, and even in the 
midst of death. And, on the other hand, it shows 
US, bow sorely and terribly God always visited those 
who despised his word and departed from him. 

For, accordiDg to the words of the first command- 
ment, God has, from the beginning, wrought, not 
only in bis own people^ but in the Gentiles also; 
and so be will work dovm to the world's end ; idiow* 
ing mercy to those that love him, and visiting in 
judgment those that hate him. 

And although the world despises, more unconcern- 
edly than all things else, Ihethreateoings of God and 
his promises also ; yet, nevertheless, God still goes on 
working, according to the words of his first com- 
mandment ; and that commandment stili prevails 
ovrer all the kingdoms of the earth ; laying prostrate 
kings, oyerturning kingdoms, uprooting families, 
and blotting out mighty names. And, on the other 
band, the same commandment still and ever goes on, 
preserving those in the obarch of God whp love him ; 
lifting np them that are down ; succouring the op- 
pressed ; feeding- the poor, the captives, and the 
exiles; loosing those that are in prison ; raising the 
dead; and bringing salvation. 

The hardened and nnbelieTing world do not be- 
lieve God : nevertheless, this first commandment 

p 
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goes on thus accordiDg to the word wkieb it eontftios. 
Id aooomplisli God's will, in things pmate, and in 

things public, in this present age, and throaghout 

all the age^ to come. 

PSALH LXXIX* 

Alt iiffrfmriiiiMiii onMiliiA flon&Ai&Mit. 

OGoD, the heathen are come into thine inherit- 
ance ; thy holy temple ha?e they defiled ; they 
have laid Jerusalem on heafM. 

The dead bodies of thy servants have they giTcn 
10 he meat nnto the fowls of the heaven, the 
flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth. 

Their blood have tbey shed like water round about 
Jemsalem ; and thtm wMt none to bniy tkMu 

We are beoome a reproach to oar neigfabonrs, a 
scorn and derision to tbem that are round 
about us. 

How long, LoED? wilt thou be angry for ever? 

shall thy jealousy bnm like fire ? 
Ponr cot thy wrath npon the heathen that have 

not known tbec, and upon the kingdoms that 

have not called upon thy name. 
For they have devonred Jacobs and laid waste his 

dwelling-plaoe. 
O remember not against us former iniquities : let 

thy tender mercies speedily prevent us ; for we 

are brought very low. 
Help ns^ O God of oar salvation, for the glory of 

thy name ; and deliver as, and purge away our 

sins, for thy name's sake. 
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Wherefore sliould the heathen say, Where is their 
God ? let him be known among the heathen in 
oar sight, hy the revenging of the blood of thy 
servants wkieh ii shed* 

Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee ; 
according to the greatness of thy power preserve 
thoa those that are appointed to die: 

And rendw anto oar neighboms seven-fold into 
their bosom their reproaeh^ vrheiewith they have 

reproached thee, O LORD. 
So we thy people, and sheep of thy pasture, wilt 
give thee thanks for ever ; we will shew forth 
thy praise to all generations. 

This Psalm is a prayer to God against that future 
national destruction, which was wrought by the 
Chaldeans and Antiodias Bpiphanes ; it is of the 
same subject-matter as Psalm Ixxiv, and therefore it 

may be set forth by the explication there given. 
Isaiah has the same prayer against future devas- 
tations, ehap. 68, 



PSALld LXXX. 

TheptahaH to kU prayer em^Mm^^f the mitteHet 9f ihe cAwvA. 

To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim-£duth, A Psalm of Asaph. 

GiVB ear, O Shepherd of Israel, then that leadest 
Joseph like a floek ; then that dwellest Uiween 

the cherubims, shine forth. 
Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
stir op thy strength, and come and save us. 

PS 
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Tarn as again^ O God, and caaie tby fiuse to 
shine ; and we shall be sared. 

O Lord God of hosts, how lon^ wilt thou be angry 

against the prayer of thy people ? 
Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and 

givest them tears to drink in great measore. 
Thoa makest us a strife unto our neighbours ; and 

oar enemies laugh among themselves. 
Tom us again, O God of hosts, and caose thy face 

to shine ; and we shall be saTed. 
Thou hast brought a vine oat of Egypt ; then hast 

cast out the heatlien, and planted it. 
Thou preparedst room before it, and didst caase it 

to take deep root, and it filled the land. 
The hills were eOTered with the shadow of it, and 

the boughs thereof were like the g^oodly cedars. 
She sent oat her boughs unto the sea, and her 

branches nnto the riTen 
Why hast thou film broken down her hedges, so that 

all they which pass by the way do pluck her ? 
The boar out ot the wood doth waste it, and the 

wild beast of the field doth devour it. 
Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts, look 

down from heaYen, and behold, and visit this 

vine ; 

And the vineyard which thy right hand hath 
planted, and the branch that thou madest strong 
for thyself. 

It IS burned with fire ; it is cut down : they perish 

at the rebuke of thy countenance. 
Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, 

upon the son of man whom thou madest strong 

for thyself. 

So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and 
we will call upon thy name. 
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Turn ns again, O LoRB Grod of hosts ; cause thy 
face to shine, and we shall be saved. 

This is a prayer against those most bitter and daily 
enemies, the ueighbouring Philistines, Syrians, Moab- 
ites, Edomitesy &c.: for Jerusalem was situated in 
the midit of these nattonsy all eneanesy on every 
aide. 

This Psalm is appropriate fur us against bishops, 
and monies, and priests, who hate us more bitterly 
than any Edomite or any Cain. The fathers used 
this Psalm (soeh was the state of the ehnroh then) 

against her error- broaching enemies. 



PSALM LXXXI. 

AnBThMiaHon to a solemn praising of God.— God chaUengith that duty 
hy reason of hit Ixmejits,— God exhorting to ohedieni» S eomfiaHmth <tf 
ihtAr ditob ed imce, which pnweth thtir oum hwU 

To the chief Musidan upon Qittith, a Psalm of Ass^h. 

Sing aloud unto God our strength; make a joyful 

noise anto the God of Jaeoh. 
Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel^ the 

pleasant harp uitli the psaltery. 
Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time 

appointed^ on oor solemn feast day. 
For this wot a statnte for Israel, aiuf a law of the 

God of Jacob. 
This he ordained in Joseph for a testimony, when 

ke went ovt through the land of Egypt: where 

I heard a language that I understood not* 
I removed Lis shoulder from the burden : his 

hands were delivered from the pots. 
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TiKm ealledft in troable^ and I ddivmd tiiee ; I 
answered thm in the seeret place of thnnder : I 

proved thee at the waters of Mcribah. Selah. 
Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee: 

0 Israel, if thoa wilt hearkeo unto me ; 

Time shall no strange god bo in then; neither 
shaft thoo woiship any strange god* 

I am the Lord thy God, which broaght thee out of 
the land of Egypt: open thj month wtde* Had I 
wUl fill it 

Bat my people would not hearken to my Toice; 

and Israel would none of me. 
80 I gave them up unto their own hearts' lust: 

and they walked in their own counsels. 
Oh that my people had hearkened nnto me, and 

Israel had walked in my ways ! 
I should soon have subdued their enemies^ and 

turned my hand against their adversaries. 
The haters of the Lord should ha¥e submitted 

themselves nnto him : but their time should have 

endured for ever. 
• He should have fed them also with the finest of the 

wheat: and with honey out of the rook should 

1 have satisfied thee. 

This is the form of a prayer and a solemn song 
for the people of the Jews, which was sung yearly at 
the feast of tabernacles^ to admonish that people, 
and to keep them in the true weiship of God ; namely, 
that of the first eommandment This Psalm, there- 
fore, like the prophets, in all their great instructions, 
holds forth and enforces the very words of the first 
eommandmenty I am the Lord thy God : thon shalt 
have none other gods but me : that is, then sMt 
hold me as thy God, thou shalt cleave unto me, thoa 
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slialt trost alone in me ; thoa sbalt not wonbip, 
thoa shalt not oall apon, any other God. 

Bat here the whole m orld lieth in wickedness, the 
whole is unclean, the whole is the king^dom of the 
devil. Not only were tlie people of the Jews in this 
state of transgression against the first eonunandment, 
but all nations, and all religions, and all worshippers, 
from the beginning of the world ; and they will be the 
same down to the end of the world. The Israelites 
were indeed the people of God ; they had the pro* 
phetj, and the godly priests and LeviCes, continnally 
enforcing on them this great and highest worship of 
the first commandment in all their preachings; and 
yet they fell away from this worship. Their montH 
onght to have been foil of God and the praise of 
God, but it was full of idolatry, and of idolatrous 
doctrines and abominations. 

Here is the perverseness of the world : they will 
admire, they will take np with, they will profess, all 
other kinds of worship, all other forms and kinds of 
religions and hypocrisies, and they will multiply and 
adorn them : but tbey will trample that very glorious 
worship of the first eommandment under foot: that 
worship the deril eannot bear; thai worship he 
works to extinguish by all the ways and means in his 
power. 

And in the church of God, under the New Testa* 
ment, this Psabn teaebes ns the lighteoosness of 
faltb and of Christ ; that we onght to set Christ and 

his rip^hteonsness before and above all works : for 
our mouth ought to be full of Christ. But we, like 
the Jews, tarn aside to other gods, embracing some- 
times these and sometimes those sayings and tradi- 
tions, each one following the idol imaginations and 
thoughts of his own heart. 
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TktptalmUt having exherUi tke juigmf tmi rtpnmi ikrir m giig mi ce, 
fraifelh God tojud09, 

APmlmof AMplL 

Gods tan deih in the congregation of the mighty: 

he jodgetb among the gods. 
How long will je jadge niyiistly^ and accept the 

persons of the wicked ? Selah. 
Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the 

afflicted and needy. 
Deliyer the poor and needy : rid them oat of the 

hand of the wicked. 
They know not, neither will they understand ; they 

walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the 

earth are out of coarse. 
I have said, Ye are gods ; and all of yoa mre chil- 
dren of the Most Hi^h. 
Bat ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the 

princes. 

Arise, O Gknl, jadge the earth : for thoa ahalt in- 
herit all nations. 

This is a Psalm of consolation against tyrants, and 
wicked kings and magistrates, who oppressed the 

destitute, the fatherless, and the widows. I have 
given a full commentary on this Psalm, which is pow 
in pabiic; therefore I need not say more upon it 
here. 
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PSALM LXXXIIL 

A complaint to Cod of the enemU^ cofUfj>iracies.—A prayer aymrut them 
that oppress the church. " 

A Son^ or Psalm of Asa|»h. 

Kbbp not thoo silence, O Gkxl : hold not thy peace, 

and be Dot still, O God. 
For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult ; and they 

that hate thee have lifted up the head. 
They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, 

and consalted against thy hidden ones. 
They hiive said. Come, and let us cut them off 

from being a nation; that the name of Israel may 

be no more in remembrance. 
For they have consulted together with one consent ; 

they are confederate against thee : 
The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites ; of 

Moab and the Hagarenes ; 
Gebal, and Amnion, and Amaiek ; the Philistines, 

with the inhabitants of Tyre; 
Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen 

the children ot Lot. Selah. 
Do unto them as unto the Midianites ; as <o Sisera, 

as to Jabin, at the brook of Kison ; 
IFAtVA perished at En-dor: they became a# dung 

for the earth. 
Make their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb ; yea, 

all their princes as Zebilh and as Zalmnnna: 
Who said. Let as take to ourselves the houses of 

God in possession. 

O my God, make them like a wheel ; as the stubbie 
before the wind. 
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Am ire IranieUi » wood, mud u the flam ieltelh 

the mountaiu:? on fire, 

So persecute them with thy tempest} and nake 

them afraid with thj storm. 
FiU their faoeo with shame; that they may seek 

thy name^ O LORD. 
Let them be confoonded and troubled for ever; 

yea, iet them be pot to shaaie»and perish ; 
That mm may kaew that tho«, whose aame aloae 

u JEHOVAH, art the Most High over all the 
earth. 

This Psalm is a prayer of the same imtsie aa 

Psalm Ixxx. as the same mentioned names of the 
same nation show, who were bitter enemies onto 
Israel* The same ezplaiiationy therefiMe, will 
sofiee. 



PSALM LXXXIV. 

The prophet Longing for the communion of the mnchiar^, Bheweih how 
Unmi UUr an thai JmB ikenlm,^He praptih to ^fmtondtmio Um 

To thio idiitf Mmrirhui wpoe fliWtf*^ sFmIdi for ttis loiis of Xoraih* 

How amiable ar$ thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
hosts! 

My seal lon^eth, yea, eyea fhinteth, for the courts 
of the Lord ; my heart and my iiG&h crietb out 
for the living God. 

Yea, the spanrow hath foond an hoose, and tiie 
swallow a nest for herself where she may lay her 
young, even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King, and my God« 
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Blessed are they th^it dwell ia thy house : they will 

be still praising thee* Selah. 
Blessedi t# tiM nan whoie stieDgA it in tlMC s in 

whose heart wre the ways of eJIm ; 
H7io passing through the valley of Baca, make it 

a well : the rain also hlletb the pools. 
TJiey go from strength to strength ; ew^ry <nu of 

tkem in Zion appoareyi beforo God. 
O Lord God of hostSt hear my prayer : giyo ear, 

0 God of Jacob. Selah. 

Behold, O God, our shield, and iook npon the face 

of thine anointed. 
For a day in thy coarts u better than a thonsaad. 

1 had rather be a door-keeper in the house 
of my God, tiian to dwell in the tents of wick* 
edness. 

For the Lord God it a snn and shield : the Lord 

will give grace and glory : no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, blessed it the man that tmsteth in 
thee. 

This is a Psalm of consolation, which breaiui forth into 
the most sweet and powerful expressions* in praise 
and love of the ministry of the word. Blessed are 

they (says David) that dwell in thy house:'' that 
is, they alone are truly blessed, and rest on a sure 
and eternal consolation, who dwell in thy house and 
in thy tabernacle : that is> in the place where thy 
word is taught and heard. For such, as the Apostle 
saith, (! Cor. i.) are increased in all good, and 
enriched in all wisdom and all knowledge, and with 
every good gift, sothattheyean want nothing/' They 
have all riches. 
Wherefore let the world hafe their rich ones, their 
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powerfal onei, and tlieir wiie oim» and their eonflo-* 

Jations in this world ; let them trust and glory in 
their wisdom, their might, their wealth, and their 
possessions, — my heart triumphs in the living God ; 
that 18, 1 lejoicet and triamph, and glory, with all my 
heart, that I know God in his word, and that I am 
of his true church. And I would rather cleave. and 
hold to this poor despised Hock of God^s people, to 
his ohnrch of poor afflieted ones, who eali opon Grod 
in tmth ; I wonid rather eleare to them, and hoTer 
over them, as a bird over her young in the nest, than 
live in the most splendid palace of all earthly kiof^a. 
I had rather sit at the door of the bonse of the Lord ; 
that is, occupy the lowest place among the people of 
God, despised and disregarded by the world, tbari 
be loaded with all the dainties and riches of the 
nniverse, and not belong to the assembly of them 
that hear, and love, and know the word of God. 

This Psalm, therefore, exhorts us rather to suffer 
ourselves to be torn away from all the riches, honours, 
consolations and pleasures of the world, than from 
the house of God. For no riches, nor even king- 
doms, can deliver us from sin or death, or from the 
kingdom of the devil ; nor can they overcome, in oar 
hearts, the terrors of hell or of the judgment of €rod. 
But Grod gives, by his word, grace and victory oyer 
all these. He is a sun and a shield that is, in all 
darkness and in all atilictions, of every kind, the 
word of God is a joyful light, a sure consolation, a 
firm bulwark, and an invinoible armour against tte 
violent assault of the devil and of sin: neither of 
which can the riches or the wisdom of this world 
vanquish. He, therefore, that hath the word of Gt>d 
bath every thing : he that hath not the word of God 
hdih nothing. O blessed, eternally blessed are they. 
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wlio thus love and value the word of (lod ! but 
where are they 1 how few such are there to hv iound I 
for tbo world is fall of moekers and despUers 1 



PSALM LXXXV. 

The PiolmUt, out qf the erperience qf fwrner mirciet, prapeth/or the 
continuance thereof. Se ffomiteth to wtiU tktreimf mU qf een^Uence 
4tf God^egoodmue, 

Tb the chief MorfdBiit A FMOm to llw toot of Konli. 

Lord, thou hast becu favourable unto thy land : 
thou bast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 

Thou faaat forgiveo the iniquity of thy people ; thoa 
liasi covered all their sin. Selah* 

Thou hast taken away all thy wrath : thou fiast 
tomed thyself from the herceness of thine anger. 

Tarn as^ O God of oar salvation^ and caase thine 
anger towards as to cease. 

Wilt thou be angry with us for ever ? wilt thou 
draw oat thine anger to ail generations ! 

Wilt thoa not reviTC as again, that thy people 
may rejoice in thee? 

Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant as thy sal- 
vation. 

I will hear what God the Loia> will speak : for ho 
will speak peace anto his people, and to his 

saints : but let them not turn again to folly. 
Sorely his salvation w nigh them that fear him ; 

that glory may dwell in onr land. 
Mercy and troth are met together ; righteoasness 

and peace have kissed each other. 
Trath shall spring out of the earth ; and righteous- 
ness shall look down from heaven. 
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Tea, the Lord shall give that which u good ; and 

onr land shall yield her increase. 
Kighteousoess shall go before him, and shall set us 

ia the way of his steps. 

This Psalm is a prayer containing the feelings of a 
heart that fears God ; and it persuades, in the most 
impressive words, snoh an one, not to dread God'a 
anger. For those who fear God, are not like the 
despisers and Epienreans, who are seenie and care 
for nothing that happens; bat when calamities fall 
npon godly men, their first and main concern is to 
torn to God that smites them, and to make anew their 
peace with hira. 

The anger wherewith God chastised Iiis people, at 
this time, was this : be had taken away from them, 
for a time, the word ; he had diminished the nnmber 
of those that preaehed il in tmth, and kad made few 
the trne prophets, priests and Levites. In addition 
to which, the peace of the nation was broken by sedi- 
tions ; and many evils prevailed in the state and 
among the roiers thereof. And this was not all : 
there eame on also the dread and expectation of war, 
and the want of the necessary provisions of life: for 
these calamities generally follow, one alter the other, 
when God, according to the first eommandment, 
visits the iniquities of a people. 

The Psalmist, therefore, prays that God woald be 
pleased again to preserve the church, and also the 
nation ; again to restore the real ministers of the 
word, who preaehed it in troth, and by whom alone 
God tmly speaks unto men. 

The Psalmist, therefore, breaks forth with a won- 
derful burden of heart, as if he had said, " O that I 
might again hear the Iiord tmly speaking I O that 
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the word of God were mg^n tmly preached, lest even 
the godly should be ** turned to folly (* or ignorance ; 
that is» lest they should he so hroken down and 
Qtleriy worn oat, by the gveatness of their afflietions, 
as not to know what to do.) * O that both the wor- 
ship of God, and the prosperity of our nation, may 
be restored, and that peace, and concord, and truth, 
and jastioe, may floarish among ns I that the froits 
of the earth, and the produce of the fields and of the 
vineyards may be blessed ; that we may lead a god]> 
life in this our day, and, as St. Paal saith, may 
look for the gloiiooa appearing of the great 
God!"* 



PSALM LXXXVI. 

Jkmidiirmgthmmih hU prayer hy the cmiscience qfhUrellfikm,^hy th§ 
goodnen and power qf God,— He deeireth the &m^mimee qf former 
ffram.—Comfiktkukig 9f ike premd he w rmt tt k mm$ Ukm itf God^ 
goodneee, 

A Prayer of David. 

Bow down thine ear, O LoRD» hear me ; for 1 am 

poor and needy. 
Preserve my soni, for I am holy : O then my God, 

save thy servant that Irusteth in thee. 

Be merciful unto me, 0 Low ; for I cry unto thee 
daily. 

Kejoiee the sonl of thy senrant : for nnto thee, O 

Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive ; 
and plenteous in mercy nnto all them that call 
apon thee. 

Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer ; and attend to 
the voice of my supplications. 
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Id the day of mj trouble I will oall Qpon thee : for 

thou wilt answer me. 
Among the gocU there is none like unto thee, O 
LoBD ; neither «r» <Acr< mpr works like onto thj 
works* 

All nations whom thoo hast made shall come and 
worship before thee^ O Low 2 and shall gloafjf 
tbj name. 

For thou art great, and doest wondroas things ^ 

thou art God alone. 
Teach me thy way, O Lord ; I will walk in thy 

tmth : unite my heart to fear thy name* 
I will praise thee, O Lord my €kMl, with all my 

heart ; and I will glorify thy name for cvciDiore. 
For great is thy mercy toward me ; and thou hast 

deUvered my soul from the lowest hell. 
O God, the prond are risen a^inst me, and the 

asscaiblies of violent men have sought aftei my 

soul, and have not set thee before them. 
Bnt tbouy O Lord, art a God full of eompassion, 

and graeioas ; long-snffering* and plenteous in 

mercy and truth. 
O turn unto me, and have merey upon me : give 
thy strength unto thy servant, and saTo the son 
of thine handmaid. 

Shew me a token for good ; that they which hate 
me may see 1^ and be ashamed; because thoai 
Lord, hast holpen me, and comforted me. 

This Psalm is a supplication, and, as the title shows, 
a prayer of David : and here you may see that prayer 
is the highest exereise of faith, and the highest wor* 
ship of God. Every one knows with what destroying 

calamities that great man David, that " man after 
God's own heart,*' was surrounded; and yet you 
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may see, in the book of Kings, tbat, in bis deepest 
straits and most calamitous afflictions, be oalls opoa 
God with all the aidoar of bis beiit against bis one* 
mfes, Saul, his son Absalom, &e* those iostruments 
of the devil, who so heavily aiilicted bim. 

Behold what aa example of prayer for as to folio 
fliis great, this most spiritaal man, gives ns in the 
6tb, 9tb, 10th and 11th verses. See how fixedly he 
has before his eyes the first commandment. O 
God,'* saith he, who is like unto thee among the 
gods? who doetb works like nnto thy works? Thoa 
art great and doest wonderful works ; thou art God 
alone. Thou, 0 Lord, art a God full of compassion 
and gracious, long-suffering and plenteous in mercy 
and in trath, unto all that eall open thee/' 

Behold here how he calls up and sharpens, as it 
were, his faith, at a view of the mercy of God ! so 
that, apprehending that mercy and the promise, he 
goes fofth on the assnranee, that God is not only 
powerful and great, and invincible against all the 
assaults of the devil and of the world, and against 
all creatures; but that he is also ever present nnto 
the godly, and ever mercifnl to those that eall apon 
him, and believe in him. And thus, ice also ooght 
to apprehend the word of the divine promise of mercy, 
and cast out of our hearts all doubt, that we may be 
enabled to call upon him without misgiving* 

At the end David prays, Show me a token for 
good.'' God sometimes permits the wicked to glory 
for a while, as if they certainly should soon devour 
the saints, and those that fear him. Bot God never 
finally forsakes his people : for here, in the chnrch 
below, he often delivers the godly, who fear him, out 
of the greatest perils ; yea, oat of the very jaws of 
death ; and plainly proves that be is ever present and 

Q 
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near his own: for their deli?«ranoe8 pfofnly show 

the hand of God. It is for such a tokeo, or sign, as 
this, that David here prajs. 



PSALM LXXXVII. 

The nmtm^midghrpqfths ehmreh^-^T^e increate, kommTt miA em^^ 

A FNlm or SoBf ftnrllM MBi of Konh* 

Hib fouodation is in the holy mountains. 

The Lord loveth the gates of Zlon more than aii 

the dwellings of Jacob. 
Glorious things are spoken of thee» O city of Ood. 

Selab. 

I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to 
them that know me s behold Philistia, and Tyio, 
with Ethiopia ; this nisfi was boFtt theie* 

And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was 
born in her: and the highest himself sliaU esta- 
blish her. 

The Lord shall coont» when he writeth np the 
people, that this num was bom there. Selab. 

As well the singers as the players on instrnments 
shiUL be there : all my springs are in thee. 

This is a prophecy concerning the kingdom of Christ 

and the cburcl), in times to come. The Psalmist, 
after the manner of the prophets, sets before us the 
future Jerusalem and the future Zion, as if repre- 
sented in a painting before onr eyes : the boandsffies 
of which should be those of the world itself, reaching 
from east to west, and from north to south ; and in 
which church there should be horn men of every 



Digitizcu by 



PSAJLM JLUXVUK 



221 



nation, kingdom, tribe, and tongue, — Ethiopiaos, 
Egyptians, Babylonians, Tyrians, Philistines, £m), 
and that these should be bora in thia church, not by 
a natural birth, but by the word of the gospeL 

^Oreat, excellent, and glorious things shall be 
spoken and preached in thee, O city of God ? ** For 
the gospel is a great and glorious doctrine, the highest 
of all doctrines, CTen the word of salvation ; hence, 
as Paul salth, (PhiL i. 10.) the gospel contains, in 
comparison with the law, " the things that are cx- 
celJent." For by the gospel is given to us the know- 
ledge of the coansel and will of God ; in what 
manner God is pacified ; how we are delivered from 
sin, from the power of the devil, and from eternal 
death ; which things neither the law, uur any humau 
philosophy, could teach. 

In the last verse also, the Psalm most beautifully 
sets forth what the highest worship, under the New 
Testament, should be. ** There shall be in thee, 
(saith the Psalmist,) as the harmonious concert of 
those playing on instruments;'' that is, it is not 
Moses, or the law, that shall be taught in that city ; 
but the sweet and joyful message of the gospel shall 
be preached by the ministry of the word, even grace 
and the remission ol sins by Jesus Christ. 



PSALM LXXXVIII. 

A bong or Psalm for the sons, of Korah, to the cliief Masidan upon 
M i l M toth Leanooth, Maschil of Hemao the Ezraiute. 

O LoHD God of my salvation, I have cried day tmd 
night before thee. 

Qt 
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Lei v.^y prater coruc bcioie thee: incline tbioc car 

unto ray cry ; 
For my soul it fall of troubles, and my life draweth 

nigh unto the grave* 
I am counted with them that go down into the pit : 

I am as n man that hath no strength : 
Free among tlie dead, lii^e the siain that lie in the 

grave, whom then rememberest no more: and 

they are ent off from thy hand. 
Thou hast laid me ia the lowest pit, in darknesSi 

in the deeps. 
Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thoa hast a^ 

fltoted me with all thy waves* Sehth. 
Thou hast put away mine aoqnaintaoee ftir fran 

me; thou hast made mc an abomination unto 

them : / atn shut up, and I cannot come forth* 
Mine eye monmeth by reason of afliotion : LoiD, 

I have ealled daily upon thee ; I have stretched 

out my hands unto thcc. 
Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? shall the 

dead arise and praise thee? Selah* 
Shall thy loving-kindness be declared In the grave? 

nr thy fttitbfolness in destruction ? 
Shall thy wonders b( known in the dark? and thy 

righteousness in the land of forgetfnlness? 
Bot onto thee have i cried, O Lord ; and in the 

morning shall my prayer prevent thee. 
LoiiD; why castest thou oil my sool? wh^ hidest 

thou thy face from me ? 
J am afflicted and ready to die from fiif youth op: 

while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted* 
Thy fierce wrath goeth over me ; thy terrors have 

cut me off. 

They came round ahout me daily like water, they 
compassed me about together. 
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iMwtr and Mend hast tbon put far from me> mtd 

mine acquaintance into darkDe:>^. 

This ii a prayer, as in tbe person of Christ and of 
all the saints. It ooatatBs those mighty feelings 

and conllicts of heart, which no mortals but those 
who experienoe them, can either describe or con- 
eeiTe ; I mean those pangs and pains, and that heavy 
sorrow of spirit, (above all natnral distress of body 
or of mind, and above all natural tear and dread,) 
when the heart is tilled with a sense of the majesty 
and anger of God, and is alarmed at the natare and 
end of sin ; while God also, as yet, holds off all con- 
solation ; and the soul is shaken in the midst of 
darkness and terror, and, as Christ saith himself, 
sifted by the devil like wheat in a sieve ; while the 
malieioos Satan craftily angments the soul's views of 
the anger of God, and drives out of sight all hope of 

* 

mercy and grace. 
David here calls these nnspeakahie terrors of soul, 
hell/' darkness," the shadow of death/' Then 

hast cast Die (saith he) into the lowest pit, into dark- 
ness and the deeps. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me ; 
and fhon hast afflicted me with all thy waves.'' 
And rightly does David 4osoribe these pains and 
terrors by the terms, " death,'* ** hell," &c. because 
this anguish of soul is of the very nature, and power, 
and poison, and sting of hell and death; for no 
sooner is the darkness dispersed, by some shining in 
of divine consolation, than death is no longer death, 
but we die gladly. And indeed, where such fears 
and terrors of mind aboand and continue, they 
extend to the body, bring on a paleness and ema* 
elation, and allect the whole man. Paul calls them 
the buffettiug of Satan," and ^' thorns in the 
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flesh ; which has reference to a caslom in certaiii 
nations of ponishtngp criminals by transfixing their 
bodies with a certain sharp pointed eonleal instra- 
ment, in the shape of a thorn ; and mocking and 
deriding them in their soffering. And^ust thus it is 
that the nations of the worid contemptoonsly call 
Christ <*that cmcified fellow/ and tiie Jews, < That 
fallow that was hanged/ For the world, in their 
inaiice, not only persecate Christ, bat also deride 
and mook his sufferings, and the sufferings of his 
members* And hence it is David complains thns in 
this Psalm, Lover and friend hast thou put far 
from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness/' 



PSALM LXXXIX. 

Thr psalmist praiMtk God for his covenant, for hii wmderful power, fbf 
the care qf his church, for hi* favour to the kingdom qf Danid* — TJun 
eem p l a imi ng qfcmUrarif nmitp kg tgpt mh U aUt h, prayeth, and Umtik 

Maaddl cf Maa nie Bsnblte. 

I WILL sing of the mercies of the Load for ever: 
with my month will I make known thy faithful- 
ness to all generations. 

For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: 
thy faithfalness shall thoa establish in the very 
heavens. 

I have made a covenant with my ehoseiit I have 

sworn unto David my servant. 
Thy seed will I establish for ever, and boild op 

thy throne to all generations. Selah. 
And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O 

Lord : thy faithfulness also in the congregation 

of the saints. 
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For wJio ia the heaYea can be compared unto ihm 
Lord? wko among the eons of the mighty caa 

be likened note the Lord? 
God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of tlie 
aaiiits, and to be had in reyerenee of all tkmm tlmi 
Mre aboat him. 

O Lord God of hosts, who is a strong Lord like 
unto thee ^ or to thy taithf alness round about 
thee? 

Thoa nilestthe raging of the sea: when the waves 

thereof arise, thou stillest them. 
Thou hast broken Rahab in pieces, as one that is 

slain ; thou hast scattered thine enemies with 

thy strong arm. 
The heavens ar« thine, the earth also if thine.: at 

for the world aad the fulness thereof, thou hast 

founded them. 
The north and the south thou hast created them : 

Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in thy name. 
Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and 

high is thy right band. 
Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy 

throne: meicy and trnth shall go before thy 

face* 

Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound : 

they shall walk, O Lokd, in the light of thy 

countenance. 
In thy name shall they rejoice all the day : and in 

thy righteousness shall they be exalted. 
For thou art the glory of their strength : and in thy 

favour our born shall be exalted. 
For the Lord w our defence ; and the Holy One 

of Israel it our king. 
Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy ode, 

and saidst, I have laid help upon one tkiU ii 
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mighty ; I ba?e exalted one chosen out ol tbe 
people. 

I have fonnd David my iervmt; witk my lioly oil 
bave I aaoiBtod bim : 

With whom my hand shall be established ; mine 

arm also shall streDgtben him. 
Tbe enemy aball not exact apon bim; nor tbe son 

of wiekedBeM afliot bin* 
And I will beat down bis foes before hia faooy and 

plague them that hate him. 
But my faithfulness and my mercy shaii he with 

Mm; and in my name alMtll bis bom be exalted* 
I will 80t bis band also in tbe sea, and bis right 

hand in the rivers. 
He shall cry unto me, Thou art my Father, my 

God, and tbe RocIl of my salvation. 
Also I will make bim my first-born^ higher than 

the kings of tbe earth. 
My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and 

my covenant shall stand fast with him. 
His seed also will I make lo indmre for ever, and 

bis throne as the days of heaven* 
If his children forsake my law, and walk not iu 

my judgments ; 
If they break my statntes, and keep not my com- 

mandmenta ; 

Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, 

and their iniquity with stripes. 
Nevertheless my loving -kindness will I not at- 
terly take from bim, nor suffer my faitbfolnoas 
toliul. 

My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing 

that is gone out of my lips. 
Once bave I sworn by mj bolinessi that I will not 

lie unto David. 
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Hit se^ ftliall endure for ever, aaid his tbroae as 

the sun before me. 
ItshaU be establisbed for ever as the mooDi and 

as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah. 
Bot tboa bast east off and abhorred, thou hast been 

wroth with thine anointed. 
Thou hast made void the covenant of thy servant ; 

thou hast profaned his crowUt catting it to the 

ground. 

Thou hast broken down all bis hedges ; thou bast 
brought his strong holds to ruin. 

All that pass by the way spoil him : he is a re- 
proach to his neighbours. 

Thon hast set up the right hand of his adver* 
saries; thou bast made ail bis enemies to 

rejoice. 

Thou hast also turned the edge of his sword, and 

bast not made him to stand in the battle. 
Tboa bast made bis glory to eease, and east bis 

throne down to the ground. 
The days of his youth hast thou siiortened: thou 

bast covered him with shame. Seiah. 
How long. Lord! wilt thon bide thyself for ever 9 

shall thy wrath born liice fire? 
Kcmcrnber how short my time is; wherefore hast 

thou made all men in vain ! 
What man ia he that liveth, and shall not see death! 

shall be deliver bis soul from the band of the 

grave! Selab. 
Loud, where are thy former loving'-kindnesses, 

which thou swarest unto David in thy truth I 
Remember, Lord, the reproaob of thy servants; 

how I do bear in my bosom the r^prottth of all the 

mighty people ; 
Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O 
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Lobd; wbeiewith they have reproaohed the 

footsteps of thine anointed. 
Blessed be tlie Luiu> for evermore. Amen» and 
amen* 

Tms it a remarkable prophecy ooneemiBf Christ 

autl his kingdom ; he speaks of tlie church or king- 
dom of Christy a« a kingdom in the heavens ; in 
the same manner as Christ himself calls it the 
kingdom of heaven/' And thoogh this spiritaal 
kingdom of Christ is here npon earthy yet the 
Psalmist gloriously describes it as being in the 
heavens." 

The Psalmist» indeed, here apprehends the promise 
made to David oonoeming Christ ; and, opening that 
promise in a wonderful manner, he describes the 
riches of this spiritaal kingdom. He enforces the 
overlasting firmness and soreness of that promise; 
and, taking a stand of heavenly meditation therein, 
he dwells upon the efrcctual power of that promise 
against all tlic violence of sin, and the malice and 
accusation of the devil ; and here the Psalmist takes 
up his divine aliode ; here he fixes his standing ; an 
the apostle hath it, by faith ye stand:'' and he 
says that this truth of God, this his promise was 
prepared from everlasting, built up in the fuihlment 
of God's purpose of merey, and finn» and establiabod 
in the heavens.^' 

** Thy faithfulness and truth," (says the Psalmist,) 
are establisiied in the heavens;" that is, a hea- 
venly righteousness is preached by the gospel, which 
is not plaoed in ns, or in any worthiness or merit of 
oars ; hot is out of ns, and is the righteoasness of 
Christ, and imputed, for Christ's sake, unto all 
that believe in him; and hence, the promised ricbea 
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6f this kingdom are the gift of the Spirit, and the 
remission of sins, with ali other spiritual blessings : 
all whioh are not offered aoto as on any condition 
of the lawy or of oar works or oar merits bat are gi?ea 
untD us freely of God. Salvation, therefore, is not a 
matter conditional on our works, but freely given 
anto OS for Christ's sake; that thus ail doubting 
and ancertainty may be taken from oar soals ; and 
that we may safely rest, entirely and only on the 
immatable and immoveable cerUiuty of this truth 
and promise of God. 

The temporal kingdom of the Jews was promised 
to that people, on condition of a law given to them ; 
tiiat, if they kept that law, nationally, as a people, 
if they were therein good and obedient, they should 
be preserved and blessed. And, in the same way 
also, all the kingdoms of the world are given to thek 
people under a like condition of a law, and, as long 
as they are good and obedient, God preserves them. 
But the immense and glorious riches of this spiritual 
kingdom, the forgiveness of sin8» the gift of the 
Spirit^ victory over death and the devil, kc. are 
promised and held forth without any condition of 
a law ; and, in a word, the remission of sins is 
promised, freely, not only to those who have done 
notliing to deserve it^ bat to those who have done 
everything to forfeit it. This is a throne, therefore, 
not of angry and destroying majesty, but of grace 
alone ; and being founded, not on the basis of our 
good works and merits, but on the rock of the iore 
and everlasting truth of God, it affords a great and 
marvelloas consolation to the alBicted consciences 
of sinners. 

After, however, the prophetic Psalmist has de« 
scribed the flower and glory of this kingdom and 
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elMircli of Cbiiflt, he depIorei» on the other hand, 
from vefie 89, In the moet powerfol expressions, the 

desolations and destructions of it : saving, that it 
shall come to pass that this kingdom, like as the 
Apostle has also foretold, shall be so disturbed 
and torn fo pieees by antiehrist, that it shall seem 
as If God had wholly forgotten his promise onto 
it; nay, as if, contrary to the word of his promise, 
he did nothing hot show his wrath against this 
kingdoBi. 

All these things* howerer, are written for a eon- 

solation anto the godly ; and especially unto us who, 
in these last times, have witnessed such abomi- 
nations of papacy ; these things^ I say» are written 
for onr eomfort and eonsolation ; that we sbenld not 
be bfoken*sptrited, or terrified, at the mnltitode 
and diversity of olicnces ; nor be driven to despair, 
though wickedness should have the dominion for a 
time, and though Satan should, as it were, so sobTert 
all things human and diTine, that there should seem 
to be no church of Christ at all, no remains of the 
kine:dom of Clirist upon earth. For if you look 
at the abomination of the Pope, and of Mahomet, 
which have spread themseltes over the whole 
world, no other appearance is presented ttMin that 
there is not a vestige of the true church remaining ; 
and yet, it is not wholly blotted or rooted out from 
the earth ; f6r> under the reign of each abominatioii 
and tyranny, there has ever listed a trae ehoroh 
of Christ, although greatly despised and greatly 
oppressed. 
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Mo9e$t miting forth God'§pnMence, complained iif human fragitUjf^ 

divine rhaatiisi'ments, and brevity qf life.-^He prayeth^or ththnOW' 
ie4ge and mmbU esperienoe qf God^s goodfirooidmee* 

A pfayer of Mqtcfly the Man of Ckxl. 

Lord, thoa hast been mr dwelling-place in all 

generations. 

Before the monntains were brought forth, or ever 
tboa liadsl formed the earth and the workt, even 
from everlasting to everlasting thou tiri €k)d. 

Thou tuiucst man to destruction; and sayest, Re- 
turn, ye children of men. 

For a thoasand years in thy sight are bui as yes* 
terday when it is past, and m a wateh in the 
night. 

Thou carriest them away as vvitli a flood; they 
are as a sleep: ia the morning tkey are like 
grass which groweth op. 
' In the morning it lloarisheth^ and groweth np; in 
the evcniug it is cut down, and withereth. 

For we are consumed by thine angeri and by thy 
wrath are we troubled. 

Thon hast set oor iniqnities hefore thee^ our seeret 
tins in the light of thy eonntenanee« 

For all our days are passed awayan thy wrath: 
we spend our years as a tale thatU lold. 

The days of onr years ar9 thmiooie years and 
tea ; and if by reason of strength they he tom^ 
score >ears, yet is their strength labour and sor- 
row ; for it is soon cut oft, and we fly away. 

Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even ac- 
cording to thy feari eo i$ thy wrath. 



Digitizcu by CoOgle 



Sa teatli ionQmW oar dayst thai we nmj apply 

our hearts unto wisdom. 
Retorn, O Loud, bow long I and let it repent thee 

eonoerniag thy gervanttf. 
O flatbfy US early with thy merey ; that we may 

rejoice and be glad all oor days. 
* Make us glad according to the days wJicrein thou 

ba«t afflicted us, and tke years wherein we iiave 

seen eviL 

Let tby work appear onto thy servants, and thy 

glory unto their children. 
Aod let the beauty of the Loiuj oor God be upon 
as : and establish thou the work of oor hands 
open as: yea, the work of oar hands establish 
thoo it. 

This Psalm contains a very great and important 
doctrine ; in which Moses teaches what is the origin 
and eaase of that death to which the whole baman 

race is subject, and llie rea.son wliy so horrible a 
punishment was inflicted on the whole race of mor- 
tals : the Psalmist saith, it was on account of sin ; 
and the gailt and desert of sin are greater than can 
be conceived by the homan mind, nnless God tooeh 
the heart wiih a knowledge of it; and yet, in this 
sin and guilt, and under this wrath, ail tiie sons of 
Adam are bom. 

Moses here^pens widely this panishmentof sln^ 
and this horrible misery ; setting forth Uic prooi of it 
in the shortness and uncertainty ot human life ; 
which life, in addition to this its shortness and nn- 
certainty, is sabject also to all kinds of calamity : 
and, in verse 11, Moses saith that this very un- 
speakable misery — death, and all otlicr human ca- 
lamities, as parts of that death, tend, or should lead 
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QS, to seek the grace and mercy of God, who alone 
can deliver us from all these evils, — sin, the slavery 
of the devil, and death. Hence all the calamities 
and afflictiona of life, and OTen death itself, the 
panishnent of sin, work together for good onto the 
elect, and unto those that fear God ; that they may, 
by ail things, be bumbled, broken down, and cruci- 
fied, and so, thirst after grace. 

^* So teach ns that we mnst die/' says Moses, that 
we may become wise that is, that we may k arn 
to know God and his will aright; for this is what 
Moses calls becoming wise/' The wicked, and 
fools, who are not exercised with aiBictions, who 
number not their days, nor think of death, nor medi- 
tate on the misery of life, but remain unexperienced 
and ignorant of all spiritaal things, and are wrapped 
up in their own hypocrisy, never rightly know Ood, 
nor truly seek his help and mercy. 

Moses then closes bis Psalm with a divinely con- 
eluding prayer, Let thy work appear unto thy 
senrants,'' or " Show ns thy work, O Lord/' Here, 
by the work of God, he means deliverance from sin 
^d death ; and, in a word, all that deliverance that 
onr fathers expected from that blessed seed, which 
we have revealed to as in Christ. And again, saith 
Moses, " O satisfy us early with thy meiey : and 
he twice repeats, Prosper thou the works of our 
hands : " that is, for the time that we live, direct and 
prosper thoo onr whole life : preserve thy true t^lU 
gion and the good government of our nation : guard 
us from heresies, errors, wars, seditions, and all such 
evils. This Psalm, therefore, is a short but a most 
spiritual prayer. 
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71k Me qf the godly. --Their aafety.-^Their habii 




He thatdwelleth in the secret phiee cff th^-Most 
Hi^h, shall abide under the shadow of the Al- 
mtghty. 

I will say of the Lord, He is my rehtge, and mj 

fortress : my God ; in him will I trust. 
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the 

fowlety rnnd from the noisome pestilence. 
Re fl%all eorer thee with his feathers^ and iinde^ 

his wings shalt tboa trust ; his troth shall be thy^ 

shield and buckler. 
Thon shalt not be afraid for the terror bj nijph^ 

nor for the arrow thai flieth bj day, 
N&r for the pestilence that walketh in darkness, 

nor for the destruction that wastelh at noon-dar. 
A thoasand shall fall at thy side, and tenthoosand 

at thy right hand ; hut it shall not eome nigh 

thee. 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold^ and see 

the reward of the wicked^ '"^ 
Beoanse thoa hast made the Lord, wkith is tt)r 

refold, ^t^0a the Most High, thy habitation* 
There shall no ctII befall tliee, neither shall any 

plague come nigh thy dwelHog. ' 
#ar he shall give ids angete charge threr MM, 
.keepthwinidi thy ways. * j » 

They shall bear thee up \n their hands, lest thotf 

dash thy foot against a stone* ' 

^{DkM «hal4 tread wpon the lion and addef rthe 
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young Hon and the dragon fhall thon traaple 

under feet. 

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore 

wilt I detiirer him : I will set him on high, ho* 

eaaie he hath known mj name. 
He shall call apon me, and I will answer him : I 

will be with him in trouble ; I will delifor him> 

andyhoDour him. 
Wilh long Ufe will I aatUfy him, and shew him 

my saltation* 

This is a most distinguished jewel among all the 
Psalms of consolation* The Psalmist highly exalts 
faith in God, and shews that it is an invincible 
strength against all oyUs, and against all the gates 

of hell. 

At the very outset, the Psalmist says, He that 
dwelieth in the secret place of the Most High, 
abideth under the shadow of the Almighty and 

such an one shail say unto the Lord, **Tbou art my 
conhdence, my protection, my fortress and my God/' 
that is, he that believeth and tmsteth in God, and 
tests in his protection,— he shall find, though shaken 
on every side, by the devil, by sin, by the world, and 
by various and endless temptations, that the godly 
are proof and invincible against all these evils ; that 
God is most high over all ; that he is Omnipocent ; 
and, in a word, that greater is he that Is in ns than 
he that is in the world. 

Towards the ooaciusion, this Psalm contains, accn- 
mnlated together, eight or nine promisee of grace, 
which the Psalmist drew out of the first command- 
ment, as out of a fountain. This Psalro, therefore, 
oup:ljt to be set before afflicted souls. 1. The Psalm- 
ist says Because he hath hoped in me, therefore 

a 
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will I deUfer bin." I wUi «et him on high/' 

d. Baetvae he hath called apon we, I vili hear 

him/' 4. " I will be with hta ki <ronWe/' i. **I 
wUl deliver him ' 6. **Iwill set him on high, or 
glorify him/' 7. With long life will I saUsfy him/' 
8. " I will shew hini my lal^atiea:" that ia» tiiat I 
am mi^htv to save \ ** 

And this also is the second Psalm wbereio angels 
are pieelaimed as oar watchfai goardiaiie aod pro- 
tectors : which is a truth very greatly eonaoliiig to 
the really godly, who know with what fury Salaa 
unceasingly assaults the church, and all the saints. 
This Psalm eaomerates four hinds of evils and afflic- 
tions, whioh are to he endured hy the saints and 

those that fear God : 

L ''Mighty fear,"— " terror by night/' The scrip- 
ture frequently represents temptotions and aftiicuons 
under tiie figures of darkness and night; and eoase- 
lations under the figurative descriptions of liglht and 
day. The Psalmist, therefore, here sets forth all 
those horrihle instances of hatred^ that Caio-likc 
purpose to destroy, (whieh is ever seeretly bound op 
in the hearts of pharisaic religionists) all those maK- 
V eious threats, those hostile traps and snares, these 
created perito» those injuries, and all those other ter- 
ribk oppositions whIeh Satan ever mises up against 
the word oi God, by nightly fear, or *• terror hy 
night/' 

2. "The arrow that flieth by day/' By which are 
meant to he described aU those open elamoors, re- 
proaches, execrations, and hiauphemlea, by wMeb 
tyiuots and hypocrites openly attack and condemn 
the word of God, and the doctrine of Chriat. Of this 
kind are the pope's bulls, (and Iralrthey ate bwUs!} 
and also, the edicts of kings and piteeeSi thb vira- 
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lent and blasphemous books of erroneous disputers, 
and the writings of erraneou^i and vktonarj^ men, 
sadi as tlMi anabaf tiito, and th» like* 
' 81 Thm pcfltileiice tbat creepeth (or walketb) in 

darkness/^ These are the deceit:s, the crafts, and 
the artifices of the papists; and the leagues, the 
eovert conspiracies, the secret conDsels, by which 
thoao enMries comsll aad pla« lunoiif llieinselves 

in their private eonciaves: which eiandestine niaehi- 
aations tiiey think they can keep hidden, even from 
tli0 eyes of God IwMeif ; and by all which diabolical 
aMsSt they plot to destroy and root oot the godly 
and all doctrine that is truly good and saving. 

4. *^Tbe disease (or contagion, or destruction) 
that wasteth at noon day/^ This is the work of open 
pernemtion; whereby these holy Cains, in their 
unheard-of cruelty and tyranny, shed the blood of 
the Abels, drive into exile the godly, plunder their 
substance, and slaoghter them by every cruelty of 
lortMm; thereby altenpting to lay the tme church 
utterly waste, and to leave not a vestige of the true 
word remaining. 

This is my view of the Psaln. I know that St. 
Bernard prea other interpretations. Let others, 
therefore, if they can, put forth a better explication 
than I have done: that my view is simple, and 
agreeable to the mind and spirit of the prophets, is 
8el£-manifest, and proved by experience : for we see 
and experience daily, that the saints of God are 
attacked and exercised by these four afflictions for the 
word s sake, by means of the devil and by the world. 
The lio^ fipiiit, tlimlope, by this Psalm, f^vives 
attd strengthens our faith ; and by the cluster of 
proDuses at the end of the Psalm, the same Holy 
Spirit quickaas and refreshes our hearts with coa- 

R2 
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flolatioD : this Pjnliii tberefoi^e M(bt to be mo$% ac- 
ceptable to ail the saints. 



PSALM XCIf. 

The prophet rxhryrteth to praim God, far his great work^, for MejUtdg" 
menu on the wicked, and for hiegoodmeee to thege<^$, 

A FMlm or Soog for tbe Sabbath-day. 

It is a good thinff to give thanks unto the Loki>, 
and to siog praises unto thy namey O Most 
High: 

To shew forth thy loving-kiodneis io the monuni^, 

and thy faithfulness every night, 
Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the 

psaltry ; upon the harp with a solemn sound. 
For thoa. Lord, hast made me glad thioegh thy 

work ; I will triumph in the works of thy hande. 
O Lord, how great are thy works I and thy thoughts 

are very deep. 
A brutish man knoweth not ; neither doth a loot 

understand this. 
When the wicked spring as the grass, and when 

all the workers of iniquity do flourish; it if that 

they shall be destroyed for ever : 
But thoQ, LoBB, art moit high for evermore. 
For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine 

enemies shall perish ; all the workers of ini- 
quity shall be scattered ; 
But my horn shalt thou exalt like the ham of an 

unicorn : I shall be janointed with fresh oiL 
Mine eye abo shall see my d^Hre on mine enemies ; 

and mine ears shall hear my detire of the wicked 

that rise up against me. 
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The righteous shall flourish like the palm-trce *, he 

shall grow like a cedar io Lebaoon. 
Those that be planted in the boose of the Lord 

shall floarish in the coarts of our God. 
They shall still bring forth frait in old age; they 

shall be fat and floarishiDg ; 
To shew that the Lord u upright ; keii my rook, 

and there U no nnrighteoasness in bim. 

* 

This is a consolatory Psalm. The first six verses are 
ifxW of the most sweet experiences of a heart rejoicing 
and triompbing in that incomparable treasore— a 
knowledge of the tme and snre word of God, and of the 

promises of grace in Christ. It is the same rejoicinj^ 
of heart as that of the apostle, when he, exulting in 
the Spirit, saith, Thanks be nnto God for his nn- 
speakable gift/' ' 

At the very opening of the Psalm, the Psalmist 
saith, O bow excellent, how sweet a thing is it to 
gi?e thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises nnto 
thy name, O Most High ! that is, O what is sweeter 
Aan to know God aright by bis word, and by true 
faith; to acknowledge his infinite mercies; to give 
thanks unto him joyfully and adoringly, with every 
cord and string of oar hearts; to proclaim and 
praise him unceasingly with a full heart and a fall 
mouth ; to triumph in his goodness ; and to offer him 
the full sacrifice of thanksgiving ! in a word, to 
worship him with that all high and all-true worship 
of the first commandment, which requires for its high 
woisbfp, abote all things, true faith, and such joyful 
exercises of faith as these ; as if the Psalmist hud 
said, 'How precious is that worship of God ! How 
acceptable unto God, how grateful in his sight, and 
in the sight of angels too, are all such sabbaths, such 
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sacrinccs tis these! Though we saints, all the while, 
are said, by the worlds to know nothing about wor- 
ihipping God ! ' 

All theie glorious things are pointed bj Psalm- 
ist against false saints and hypoerites ; who hondnr 
God (as they think) with cold hearts and lips, and 
tread all the while that high worship of the first 
commandment nnder foot ; and jet make a great 
show of the name of elinrch among them, and flonrish 
in the sight of the world, and display much wealth 
and niQch power and greatness. Bat though they 
greatly flourish and prosper thus for a time ; yet they 
at length perish and go to destraetion : andt aeeord- 
ing to the word of Paul, Their folly is made mani- 
fest unto all." 

But the godiy and the saints, thoagh thus exer- 
cised and broken with afflictions, flonrish, nevet^ 
theless, like palm-trees, in the house of the Lord, 
and will iluurish for evermore! Neither time, nor^ 
age, nor sorrow of mind, nor any afflictions, nor 
death itself, can root them ont, or hurt them ! Hot, 
both llf ing and dying, and even in death itself, they 
Jive and bring forth frnit through the word of Ood, 
as Paul saith, "iVb creature can separate them!'' 
But fools, that is, the wiclced and epicureans of thin 
world, regard not these things, they will not hear 
or endnre them ; and of this sort we may see tkra* 
5ands of atheistical men in our day. 

PSALM XCIZL 

The majeiiy, power, and holitutu qf Chri§t'$ binffdom* 

The Lord reigneth ; he is clothed with majesty ; 
the Lord is clothed with strength, wkerewitk be 
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hatb girded himself: the world also is estab- 
lished, that it cannot be moved. 
Thy throne is established of old: thou arl from 
averlasting. 

The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have 

lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their 
waves* 

The IjOBD on high is mightier than the noise of 
many waters, yea^ than the mighty waves of 

the sea. 

Thy testimonies are very sure : holine;^^ beeomelh 
thine house, U Lord, for ever. 

This is a prophecy ooncerning the spread of the 

kiug;doiu of Christ, as far and wide as the earth is 
extended, and its establishment for ever. But against 
this kingdom, as the Psalmist saitb, the waves'' 
and mighty waten will sweU and lift np them- 
selves; that is, the kingdoms and peoples of the 
world will roar against the Lord and a^-airiist ]iis 
Anointed ; and will rage against the godly with 
sword and fire ; but they shall not prevail : for, as 
Daniel saith^ this kingdom shall break in pieces all 
other kingdoms beneath it, and shall, stand for ever/^ 
— Daniel ii. 44. 

But thy kingdom shall be established in no other 
way than by the word of the gospel. It shall not 
St and hy the force of arms, nor by external pomp, or 
giory, before the world ; but it shall be husbanded, 
and shall be increased and adorned, by the ministry 
of the word of the gospel* This is the holiness," 
(namely the ministry of the word) that shall be- 
come," or « adorn," the house of the Lord. For this 
true and high worship of God which is in the king- 
dom of Chdst, takes the place of all sacrifices and 
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<^ f^l oblations, c^odiotXicks, and the liko ; amok Ihe 
pireaobiog of tbe word, and the giving #f tibMk% are 
iQftead of all external represeaMioni of mete|r : 

hence Paul saitli, that the Old Testament is done 
suvay b^ this JNew Testament worahip. 

PSALM XCIV. 

The prophet f caliiny for justice, complaiiieth of tyranny and impietff.—' 
HeUacheth Gad's providence.— Idt siieweth the blesMednejut of eviction, 

O Lord God, to whom vengeance belongetb; O 
God, to whom vengeanee belongeth, Aew 
thyself. 

Lift np thyself, thoo Jadge of the earth : render a 

reward to the'proad. 
LoRDy how long shall the wieked, kow long shall 

tbe wieked triampb! 
H&m Umg %\aX\ they ntter and speak hard things? 

and all the workers of iniquity boast theai> 

selves ? 

They break in pieces thy people, O Lord, and af» 

fliet thine heritage : 
They slay the widow and the stranger, and morder 

the fatherless. 
Yet t})ty say, The LoRD shall not see, neither shall 

tbe God of Jaoob regard tr. 
Understand, ye brutish among the people ; and» 

ye fools, when will ye be wise? 
He that planted the ear, shall he not hear I he that 

formed the eye, shall he not see ? 
He that ebastiseth tbe beafben^ shall not he eov- 

rect ? he that teacheth man knowledge, shall tf#f 

he know? 
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•iThe Lord knowetli the tlioughls of man, that tbey 
»^ are Tanity. 
jiietied is the man whom thou ohastenesty O LoRi), 
* ' »4Uid t roptm i faim oat of thy law ; 
That tboa majMt give bliD mt firom ib« days 
of adTersity, uotil the pit be dii^ged ior tiic 
wicked. 

For the Loed will not oast off bis people, neither 
will be forsake his ioberltanee : 

Hot judgment shall return unto rigbteousoes^ ; 

and all the upright in heart shall follow it. 
Who will rise up for me against the evil-doers I 

sr who will stand ap for me against the workers 

of Ini^nitf ? 

Unless the Lord had been my help, my soul had 

almost dwelt in silence. 
When I saidy My foot slippeth ; thy flseroyy O Lord» 

held me np. 

In the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy 

comforts delight my sonl. 
Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with 

thee, whieh frameth misohief by a law? 
They gather themselves together against the sonl 

of t1i6 righteous, and condemn the innocent 

blood. 

But the LoBD is my defenee ; and my God i$ the 
look of my reCage. 

And he shall bring upon them their own ini- 
quity, and shall cut them ofif in their own 
wici^edness; yea, the Lobd our God shall cot 
them off* 

This is a general but a most fervent prayer, filled 
With the feelings of an afflicted and sorrowful heart, 
grieving that the blood of the Abels sboalii be shed 
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9md dmak up, wifh sooh niqaity and tmlty, by 

Caiuish liypocrites. 

The Psalmut complains, (as I consider it,) not of 
hostile nations, tot of those domestia li jpoeiifcea* and 
enentesv who will ba¥e it to appear that thoj, yen^ 
that they alone, are the people of God ; that is, the 
Psalmist complains of the wicked kings, and princes, 
and priests, and prophets, amoof the people of Is- 
rael. It is to thoso the Psalmist tnniSy in this apo> 
strophe, ^ Understand, ye bratisb ameof the people ; 
and, }e fools, when will ye be wise?" He calls 
these characters fools;'' that is, ignorant and im- 
' pioas dnspisorB of God; b^aoso they tan^ht and 
ruled the people without knowledge, and wickedly. 

In a word, tho Psalmist here directs his word 
against all who persecuted the true propliets, and 
their disciples and ioiiowers, and slew them with 
Cainish hatred, and noTertheless bonslad all the 
while in God, and the name of God ; who (they said) 

had g^iven them power, and made, and defended, and 
protected them, as magistrates and priests ; but who 
did not regard heietios, who seditiously resisted 
ihem that were the princes and magistraites of the 
people of God. And many such things they continued 
to say. 

Now, against ail such the prophet burns with neai ; 
and (with a certain zealous mimicry, as it were,) 
imitates their own words and expressions; saying, 

(that is, meaning that they say,) " The Lord shall not 
see, neither shall the God of Jacob regard it.*^ And 
it is thus that the papists say, in their security, ' X>o 
yon think God regards these heretics ! No I he re- 
gards us: he has respect nnlo ns, the catholic 
church, whom wo certainly represent in the world.* 

Against such as these, the prophet burns with the 
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rftge Mtl ; atid ogaiott snoh he ptaya, and tegs o( 

God, that there may be coough to stand forward for 
tbe truth. 

But, in the I61I1 Tene, tlie Psaloiitt, oa tke ether 
hmdf strikee at the perfidioas deeeUfsloess of the 

world : " Who (saith he) is on niy side? Who will 
rise up for me against the evil doers ? " As if he 
had said, * I know the world eareth Mtbintff about 
this : the Mood of God's Abels is shed, and no one- 
regrardeth it. But (continues the holy Psalmist) this 
, Is my sure and eternal consolation, that the oaase 
which I lo?e and esponae is the right oanee $ nay, 
the canse of God, and not my oanse : and I know In 
whom I have believed/ I am assured, saith llie 
Psalmist, (Yerse 20.) that the seat of the soomful," 
and the oonosel of the nngodly,*' oleave not, and 
belong not, nnto thee: that is, I am sure that then, 
O God, approvest not any impious or blasphemous 
doctrine. I am sure that thou requirest and de- 
mandest the blood, (and OTory drop of that blood,) 
and the team, of the Abels, at the hands of their 
persecutors ; and that thou wilt keep, and fulfil, and 
glorify thy word, even in the midst of the death of 
thy saints ; and that thou wilt revenge ail blasphemy 
and wickedness against thee and them* 



PSALM XCV. 

An eshoriatum to yraUe God for his yreatnesa, and for hU goodaeu, 

and not to temft Mm, 

O OOMB, let OS sing nnto the Lord ; let ns make a 

joyful noise to the rock ot^ our salvation. 
Let as come before his presence with thanks- 
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gi^iog, and mAt a joyful iidise unto bfm irftli 

psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God» and a great King 

aboTC all gods. 
In bis hfluid are the deep places of the eardi ; tbe 

Strengtb of tiie hills u his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it; and his hands 

formed the drjr land. 
O eome, let qs worship and bow down: let ns 

kneel before the Lobd onr M<dcer. 
For he is our God; and we are the people of his 

pasture, and the sheep of his band. To-day, if 

ye will hear his voicoy 
Harden not yoar heart, as in the proYoeation, tmd 

as In the day of temptation in the wilderness : 
When your fathers tempted me, proved me^ and 

saw my work. 
Forty years long was I griered with thu genera- 

tion» and said, It if a people that do err in their 

heart, and they have not known my ways : 
Unto whom I sware in my wrath, that they should 

not enter into my rest. 

This Psidm is a prdpbeey eoneeraing Christ, and its 

contents are fully and learnedly explained in the 
Apostle's epistle to the Hebrews. It prophecies 
concerning the time of the New Testament, and sets 
forth the lo?ely and sweet Toiee of the gospel. In a 
word, the Psalmist Instraets ns in, and allures ns to, 
the knowledge of the riches of the grace of God ; 
which riches were known to our fathers as weJi as 
unto ns, in the promised seed— Christ. 

* Come (salth the Psalmist) and let ns rejoiee in 
the Lord. Come ye that are afar off and ye that are 
near, and let us exult in the Lord ; let ns tnnm h in 
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the God of such salwlioii':' tbat i«i Com wd let 
us rejoice with the whole triumph of our hearts, in 
that infinite beaeiit and m^cy — the granted grace of 
Cbiistl Since we have sach promisea, let na not 
neflecianeh great aaWation* For to believe in the 
promise of grace, contrary to all the objections of 
conscience, the temptations of Satan, and the fears 
of the heart, is the true worship of God ! 

In a word^ the Paalniit warns against nnbeMef. 
** Harden not yoar hearts (says he) as ye did at 
Massah and Meribah in the desert: your fathers^ on 
account ui their unbeiiefy entered not into the hoJy 
land of promise/' 

The whole of this Psalm is to be referred to Christ: 
for he is that blessed God in whom we oaght to re- 
joice, and whom the Psalmist would have to be 
linown. He is our Shepherd, and we are the sheep 
of his pasture. He is that God, whom onr fathers 
tempted in the desert, as Paul saith, (I Cor. x.) It 
was he who took out of the way the law, and abo- 
lished all the ceremonial worship of the Old Testa- 
ment* He will no longer have the worship esta- 
blished by Moses ; but he will have faith in the 
gospel, the preaching of the remission of sins, and 
that one true offering — praise, instead of the whole 
Ijevitjoal worship* 



PSALM XCYI. 

An ejrhartation to praise God,~/or his gr eatness,— /or his kinydom, for 



O siM, unto the LoKD a new song; sing unto the 
JUoWy aU the earth. 
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SiaiT mto the Lobd, MeM his omm ; ibew fcrth 

his salyation from day to day. 
Declare )iis glory among the h^Ubeo, his woDders 

among ail people. 
Ferthe Lou> i# gteet, wmd gveitly to he praie e d : 

he te he fumd above all gode. 
For all the gods of the natium are idols: but the 

Lord made the heavens. ^ 
Honoar and laajestj er# helhte him : straiglh and 

heaoty ere in bis saaetaarj* 
Gire anto the Lord, O ye kitidreds of Ibe people, 
* j^ive unto tlic Lokd glory and strenf^b. 
Give unto the Lokd the glory due unto his name ; 

bHng an etaiiH^f and eene l»to hie oevrts. 
O worship the Lobd in the heaaty of holiness : fear 

''before him, all the earth. 
Say among the heathen that the Lord reigneth : 

the world also shall be establislMd that it shaU not 

be moved ; he shall judge the people righteonaly. 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad ; 

let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 
Let the field he joyful, and all that u therein ; then 

shall all the trees of the wood rifioiee 
Before the Losd : for he eometh^ for he cometh to 

judge the earth : he shall judge the world with 

righteousness* and the people with his truth. 

This is a propheey coneeming the kingdom of Christ, 

and the spreading of the gospel over the whole world 
and before every creature ; which gos»pel will be a 
word of joy and thanksgiving, of peace, of rejoicing, 
and of a continued saerifiee of praise: as the clear 
text of the Psalm of itself plainly shows. 

Here, comi7iandiiient is {^^iveii to all nations, king* 
doms, peoples, woods, rivers, iountains, tvees, &c. 
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UmiI Ifa^ shmijid pralst ancl magaify the Lord, and 
celebrate his name with rejeiciag, kecanfe he jad^- 
eth the world in rigfateonsness and in truth : that is, 

because, through Christ, the promised seed, he de- 
iivesa» and will deliver the people from sin, from the 
power of the de?il, from the wrath of Ood, and from 
eternal death : and beeause, instead of the kingdom 
of death and of darkness, he sets up the kingdom of 
light, of the remission of sins, and of eternal life, 
before ail men. 

This is that most joyfal ahoat of vietoiy^thatpeoa- 
liar songy that most sweet note of the New Testa* 
ment, concerning the kin«^dom and grace of Christ ; 
in which kingdom there are born new men and new 
ereatares ; not by the law or by the works of Moses, 
hat by faith, by the Spirit of God thioiigh Christ, so 
that each believer is a new creature and a marvel- 
lous work of God ; and ail believers daily do mar- 
Tollone works and are HiarvelUMis moMments, in 
that they eontinoe in spiritsal Ufe, and are finally 
conquerors over the mis^hty powers of sin and the 
devil; hence it is that David says, verse 1. '* Declare 
his wonders among all people*'^ 



PSALM XCYIJ. 

The majesty qf God's kingdom.—The chwreh r^foketh at Qod^9judgment9 

The Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice ; let the 

multitude of isles be glad thereof* 
Clouds and darkness art mind abowt him : right- 

eonenesa and judgment m the hahitation of his 

throne. 
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A iire goetb before him, and barnetb up hi& eae- 

mies rouod about 
His ligbtoings enlicpbteo^ the worM : eaitln 

saw and trembled* 

The hills melted like wax at tbe presence of tbe 
Lord, at the presence of tbe Lo&d of tbe wbole 
earth. 

The heateos declare his righteoosnesSy and all the 

people see his glory. 

Confounded be all they that serve graven images, 
that boast tbemselves of idols : worship him, ail 
Jfegods. 

Zion heard, and was glad; and the dangfateia ef 

Judah rejoiced^ because of thy judgments, O 
Lord. 

For thoQy Lord, art high above all the earth : then 

art exalted far above all gods. 
Ye that love the Lord, hate evil : he preserveth 

the souls of his saints; be deliveretb them out 
of tbe band of tbe wicked. 
Light is sown for the righteons, and gladness for 
the upright in heart 

Rejoice in the Lord, yc rigliteous ; and give thanks 
at tbe remembrance of bis holiness. 

/ 

This also^ like the preeeding, is a prophecy eoncem- 
ing Christ and his kingdom ; and the som of it is to 

|>roclaim, that Christ establishes and stiengthcns his 
ijipiritual kingdom b^ the gospel ; wherein he preaches 
repentance, and whereby his lightnings and thnnden 
terrify the whole world, and canse the monntains to 
melt like wax hefore tbe fire of his face : that is, by 
tbe gospel be condemns, casts down, and humbles 
all human righteousness, human wisdom, and boouui 
patience, throoghont the world, and brings down 



Digitizcu by 



PSALM XCVIIL 267 

etary thfttf Ifiat is high and lifted up ; as Isaiah 
saith) chapter 3, And the Lord aloDe shall be ox- 
atli#iA tiiat day."* For Christ alone is our rlgh teoos* 
nessy oar sanctification, and our redemption/' and 
tMl tll« eoansel of God, as it Is written, There 
is no other name ariven under lieaven whereby we 
must be saved, but Jesos Christ and bim crucified*'^ 
'Togetiiar alio with these enemies of the gospel and 
these raonntaim of the world, the e^remonial king- 
dom of the Jews perisheth, and all the outward 
worship of the law, and, indeed, every thing that is 
not in Christ For he (as the apoetle Paul saitb» 
Oal« i) in all things hath the pre-eminenee/' And 
again, ** For there is one Mediator between God and 
man, the Man Christ Jesus/' And so also, in Daniel, 
Tto' atone out out of the mountain filled the worlds 
and broke in pieces all other kingdoms* 



PSALM XCVIIL 

The Psalmist tahmritih the JmB§, tht OaUilmt and aU tht cnaimn to 
pram God, 

APsaUa. 

O SING unto the Lord a new song ; for he hath 
done niar?ellous things : his right hand, and his 
' holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. 

The Lord hath made known his salvation : his 
righteousness hath he openly shewed in the sight 
' of the heathen. 

Ho hath Temembered his mercy and his troth to- 
ward the liouse of Israel : all the ends of the 
earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

8 
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Make a joyful noise onto the Lord, all the earth: 

make a ioud noiset and rejoice^ and siDg praiMi. 
Siiif ante the Lord with the harp ; with the harp, 

and the Toiee of a psalm. 
With trumpets and soaiul of cornet make a joyful 

noise before the Lord, the Kiog. 
Let the tea roar) and the fnlaeis Oereof ; the 

world, and they that dwell therein. 
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills be 

joyful together 
Before the Lord; for he cometh to jadgo the 

earth ! with righteontness shall he judge fbe 

world, aud the people with equity. 

This again is a prophecy coneeniing the preaehisg 
of Christ and the spread of his kingdom, and it is of 

the same snbject as the two preceding Psalms; it 
calls upon us to rejoice in God, to triumph, to give 
thankSt and to praise God for that great salTation : 
that is, to preaeh the remission of sins, and thoae 
riches of ji^race which are by Christ Jesus. 

In this Psalm you again have set before you what 
is the highest worship of God, namely, that of the 
New Testament ; which standeth not In the offering 
of thanks in Jerusalem, but in knowing Christ,— 
that King who ruleth the people in righteousness; 
who is himself righteovs^ and who maketh the people 
righteous thieughont the world ; and who atone de- 
liveretli them from sio, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; and doeth it all without aoy 
merit of theirs. 
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Tkt prophet, sftfinrj forth the Mngdom of Cod in Zifm^—frhorteth aiU 
b$ the example qf/or^pUhen, to worship God at hie holg hiil, 

Thb iKttO ratgnetb ; let the peeple tremble : he 
sitteth ^ifPiMi the eberabims ; let the earth be 
moved. 

The LoBD ii great in Zion ; and he u high above 

all the people. 
Let them praiae thy great and terriUe name ; for 

it u buJy. 

The king's strength also ioveth judgment; thou 

dost eatabiiah eqaity, thoa execptest judgment 

and righteovsnesa in Jaoob. 
Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at hia 

footstool ; for he u hoij. 
Moses and Aaion among hia prieats» and Samnel 

among them thateall upon his name; they called 

upon the Lord, and he answered them. 
He spake onto them in the cloudy piilar; thej 

kept hia tealimonies, and the ordinance thai he 

gave them. 

Tliou answeredst them, O Lord our God : thou 
wast a God that forgavest them, though thou 
tookest vengeance of their inventions. 

Exalt the LoxD onr Cknl, and worship at his holy 
hill ; for the Lord our God U holy. 

This Psalm is a Psalm of blessed doctrine. It ex* 

horts the people of God to preserve sacredly that 

true worship of the first commandment, the praising 

of God alone, and the continuing in the faith ot him« 

althoogh the nations on all aides and the whole 

as 
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worid should n^r against that people wbo glory in 
beiogthe people of God, aod who know that God is 
to be found no wbeie bat in this and that corner of 
the earth, in that tabernacle, in that sanctaaiy, 
and at that mercy-seat, where the werAud the pro- 
mise of God are preached. And the Psalm shows 
that this tme people of God are exposed to the most 
bitter hatred of the world and of the devil, and to 
atiliclious of every kind. 

The Psalmist mentions, by name, Moses, and 
Aaron, and Samoel; those best of men among the 
people of God, who endared great aflietions, Mth 
inward and outward, for the sake of the name and 
the word of God. The Psalmist shows, however, (as 
is set forth Terscs 4 and 5.) and teaches this people 
of God, that the highest worship of God is not placed 
io ceremonial sacrifices : therelbre be snya, ** Let 
them praise thy great and terrible name, for it is holy.'* 

In this kingdom of God, (says the Psalmist,) jus- 
tice and judgment are loved." Thon joatifiest," 
says he, « thy people ; " that is, thou deiWeteat from 
sin and death, and extendest unto them the remis- 
sion of their sins. 

And unto us, who are in and of the church of God, 
the present Psalm Is a glorious prophecy of Christ, 
who governs and rules this church, the true Zlon, in 
the Spirit, throughout the whole world, wheresoever 
she is. The holy Psalmist shews us, that Christ, 
sItUng at the rigbt hand of the Majesty in the hea- 
vens, is there continually as our Sacrificer and our 
Sacrifice. And he testifies that the whole world rages 
and roars against this people and church of God, and 
kills the saints, and loads them with ail manner d 
afllictions, on account of their profession and worship 
of Christ. 
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PSALM C 

An ejchortaticn to fraite God cheerfuUy, for his grealbim and for Aw 

APaalmof Praiw. 

Mau a joyful noise anto the Lord, all je lands. 
Serve the Lord with g|ftdue{>s; 00 me before his 

presence with singing. 
Know ye that the Lord he U God : tl if he ihat 

hath made ns, and not we oilrselTes : w are his 

people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
£jiterioto his gates with thanksgiving, anci into his 

courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and 

bless his name. 
For the Lord is good, his mercy is everlasting; 

and his truth endureth to all generations. 

This Psalm again is a prophecy eoneemin^ Christ. 

It calls upon all to rejoice, to triumph, and to give 
thanks; to enter his gates with thanksgiving, and 
bis ooarts and sanctuary with praise : because, by 
the gospel and the preaching of the remission of sins, 
that kingdotD of Christ is established and strength- 
enedy which shall remain and stand for ever: and 
for the settittgi'up^of which kingdom thaniui are for 
ever to be given. 

PSALM Ch 

Mktdd makeih a wm andprofessUm of yodthteti* * 
AFMOmof JHiTld. 
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I WILL 810^ of merey and judgment: unto fliee, O 

Lord, will I siny;. 
I will behave iiijself wisely in a perfect way. O ! 

when wilt thoa come onto me? I will walk 

within my hoiue with a perfeet heart. 
I will set no wicked thiof before mine eyes : I hate 

the work of them that turn aside, it shall not 

cleave to me. 
A froward heart ihail depart from me ; I will not 

know a wieked pmoa. 
\V hoso privily slaiidcreth his neighbour, him will 

I cut off: him that bath an high look and a 

pioad heart will not I suffer. 
Mine eyes sktM be upon the faithful of the land^ 

that they may dwell with me : he that walketh 

in a perfect way, he shall serve me. 
He that worketh deceit shall not dwell witliio 

my house ; he that telleth lies shall not tarry in 

my sight. 

I will early destroy all the wicked of the land, 
that I may cut oS all wicked doers from the city 
of the LoBD. 

This Psalm eontains a most solemn and neeessary 

doctrine: and David puts forth himself, so g^reat a 
kiog, as an example. He teaches that impious mem- 
bers and coartiers onght not to be borne with by any 
godly magistrate or prinee* He reeoonts also the 
iniquities, by which those who are in the courts ot 
king^s and princes, more especially harm the state 
and the church. He shews that they do the greateat 
evil when they are given to sin or to false doetrine ; 
and when they injure the eausesof good men by their 
hatred of them. 
In the openiDg of the Psalm David says, I will 
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MOg of mefoy and of judgment:^ that is as if be 
had said, * I will sing that God most eertaloly, ac- 
cording to the word of the first commandment, visits 
the godly with mercy, and the aogodly with judg- 
« moot, at all times.* Of this visiting mercy David was 
himself an example, seeing that he had been so 
many times delivered from the very claws and jaws 
of the devil. And of the divine visitations of judg- 
ment, Absalom, Ahithophel, Joab, and others, were 
examples. And every king and magistrate, who sets 
himself to defend the true religion, and to do good 
to his nation, is at once exposed to the hatred of all 
men, even of his own family and coort : which is 
plainly seen in the case of Absalom, Ahithophel, and 
other persecutors of David. 

Hence it is that David, having so often experi- 
enced God's faifilment of the word of his first com* 
mandment, kings in all places and at all times, * that 
God is God over all, exercising mercy and judg- 
ment.^ And it is with God alone that a kingdom 
and commonwealth can be rightly governed: for 
where God is not, there all thirjgs are scattered and 
in contusion, and neither families are subject to their 
beads, nor citizens to their rulers. 

PSALM Gil. 

The prcphtt in his prayer mcJmth a grievous complaint.— He taketh com- 

fart in the vfrrnity and mercy of (lod. — The mercies of God are tn be 
tnecordt^.—Jie auataineth hi» weaJtnese by the unchangeabieness qf God. 

A Prayer of the afflicted, when he to omwhelmed, and pouretli out 
Jbto cfwnylaiiit Mora the JLoko. 

Hbab my prayer, O LoBD, and let my cry come 
unto thee. 
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Hid« not thy face from me in the daj whem I -am 

ID troable; iDcline tbioe ear unto me : ia ike day 

when I call, answer me speedily. 
For laydays are cooftomed like Amoke^ and my 

booea are baraed as aa heartb. 
My heart ie smitten, and witbened like grass ; so 

that I ibiget to eat ray bread. 
By reason of the voice of my groaning, my bonea 

cleaTe to my skin. 
I am like a pelioan of the wiiderneis ; I am like 

an owl of the desert. 
I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the 

house-top. 

Mine enemies reproach me all the day ; and they 
that are mad against me are sworn against me. 

For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my 

drink with weeping ; 
Beeaase of thine indignation and thy wrath ; for 

then hast lifted me np> and cast me down. 
My days are like a shadow that declineth ; and I 

am withered like grass. 
But thouy O ho&Df Shalt endure for ever, and thy 

remembrance nnto all geneiatiemi* 
Thou Shalt arise, and have merey upon ZIon: 

for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is 

come. 

For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and 

favour the dust thereof. 
So the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord, 

and all the kine^s of the earth thy glory. 

When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall ap- 
pear in his glory. 

He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not 

despise their prayer. 
This shall be written for the generation to come ; 
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• Md the people which shall be created shall 

praise the Lord. 
For he hath looked down from tlie ht i^llt of bis 
saootnary ; from heaveo did the Lord behold 
the earth ; 

To hoar the i^roatilii^of the prisoner^ to loose those 

that are appointed to death ; 

To declare the name of the Lord in^ioiiy and his 
praise in Jerosalem ; 

When the people are gathered together, and the 
kingdoms, to serve the Lord. 

He weakened iny strength in the way ; he short- 
ened my days. 

X said, O my God, taiie me not away in the midst 
of nsy days ; thy 3 ears are throoghoot all gener- 
ations. 

Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth ; 

and the heafeossre the work of thy hands. 
They shall perish, but thoa shalt endure ; yea, all 

of them shall wax old like a garment; as a 

vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall 

be changed : 

Bat then arl the same, and thy years shall have no 
end. 

The children of thy servants shall continne, and 
their seed shall be established before thee. 



This Psalm is a prayer of an afflleted and tempted 

heart, miserably sighing and praying for deliverance 
and the coming of the kingdom of God. And indeed 
the whole som and sobstanoe of this Psalm is, Thy 
kingdom come/' 

This Psalm may be used as a general prayer. It 
was used especially by the fathers under the law : 
who being most spiritual men, and knowing the ia- 
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fioUe weight of ahiy and the kingdom of deaOi, long^ 
for the coming and leTolation of CliriBt, the kingdom 

of grace, and the blessing promised. 

Have mercy upon ^on (saiUi the Paalmist) for 
the time to have merey upon her is eome*'' For thy 
'senranta (taith he) long ftnr her to be bnflt ap again, 
and for the stones and cement to be made ready : 
that is, they long for that grace and that blessing to 
be revealed unto all nations, and to be preaehed in 
all kingdoms ; that those who are captives and in 
chains under the power of the devil and of sin, and 
who are the ^ns of wrath and death, may be deli- 
vered ; and that there may flow together into the true 
Zion, the ehoreh of God» those ont of all nations and 
kingdoms, who may magnify the name of the Lord, 
and may preach and hear the gospel, and that all 
the rigid demands and oeremonies of the law, and 
the whole of the Old Testament diepensation, may 
cease. For out of and without Christ there is no- 
thing bot the kingdom of sin and death : that is, a 
eontinnal misery and distress in this life, by varioos 
and hard temptations of the devil and the worid : 
and also a shortness of life itself, and that life change- 
able and uncertain, full of sorrow and full of death ; 
which life the godly consider it a gain to have 
shortened and finished : as the apostle saith, to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

But amidst ail this misery, in Christ is consolation 
and eternal life; for he is before every oreatnro; he 
ereated the heaven and the earth, and by him all 
things consist; and he also, in the regeneration, will 
renew the heavens and the earth* Hence he is inde- 
pendent of and above all time and years, and of his 
years there is no end. He now dies no more, death 
hath no more dominion over him. For this kingdom 
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of life and of salvation (saitli the Psalmist) we praj 
and long. May tbis kingdom come* Amen. 



PSALM cm. 

An exiiortation to bleu God /or his mercy, and/or the constancy thereof. 

AFMamafMfiit 

Bless the Lord. O my soulj aad all that is within 

me, bless his holy name. 
Bless tbe Loed, O my soalt and forget not all bis 

benefits: 

Who foii^Teth all thine iniquities ; who healeth 

ail thy diseases ; 
Who redeemeth tby life from destroction ; who 
crownetb thee with loving kindness and tender 
mereies ; 

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good tldnys ; so that 

thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
Tbe Lord exeoatetb righteousness and judgment 

for all thai ore oppressed* 
He made known his ways unto Moses> his acts 

unto the children of Israel. 
Tbe Lord t# merciful and gracious, slow to anger» 

and plenteous in meroy« 
He will not alway ohide; neither will he keep hu 

anyer for ever. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor re- 
warded us according to our iniquities, 

*For as the heaven is high above the earth» «o great 
Is his mercy toward them that fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, sa far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us. 
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Like u a fktlier pitletti kh difldreo, to the Lord 

pitieth tlieni that fear him. 
For he koowetb oor frame ; he remembereth that 
we ore dost 

Ai for nan, his days m as grass; as a flower of 

the field, so lie flou r islieUi ; 
For the wind passcth over it, and it is gone ; and 

the place thereof shall know it no more. 
Bat the mercy of the Lobd it from eyerlasting to 

OTerlastio^ upon tbem that fear him, and hie 

riglilcousness unto children's children ; 
To SQCh as keep his covenant, and to those that 

remember bis commandments to do them. 
The Lobd hath prepared bis throne in the hea- 

Tens ; and his kingdono ruleth over alL 
Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, 

that do his commandmentSy hearkening unto the 

voice of his word. 
Bless ye the Lord, all his hosts ; ye ministers 

of his that do his pleasure. 
Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his 

dominion : bless the Lord, O my sool. 

This Is a gtorlons Psalm, and foil of the most ardent 

feelings and exercises of faith, and of a believing 
heart, a heart acknowledging the infinite mercies of 
God, both temporal and spiritual. Bless the Lord 
(saith the Psalmist), O my sool/' kc The Psalmist 
embraces, in the first three verses, six kinds of divine 
mercies and benefits, for which he exhorts all the 
godly to give praise unto God with their whole iieart, 
aii4 to celebrate his great and holy name. 

The first kind of merey enamerated la the remiOi* 
sion of all our sins in Christ, and tor Christ's sake, 
our only Mediator and High-prisst : who by himselt 
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svftaiiitd the just and infinite wralli of God, which 
burned against our sins : who offered himself a sacri- 
fice to God for them ; by which offoring he recoociied 
unto as the Eternal Father, and now pleads for as 
with an nneeasin^ and prevailing* intefcesaion. 

The second kind ot mercy is the healings of those 
manifold, and by no means light iniijrmiUeSp which 
shall remain in the flesh of the saints, aa long as they 
live in this world : all whieh remnant of sins €rod, 
for Christ's sake, iuiputclh not unto them that be- 
lieve : nor does he only cover those sius not im* 
potinf them, hot he moreover pnrges them awajr^ by 
the gift of bis Holy Spirit 

Tlie third kind of mercy is a continual and daily 
protection and defence against all the dangers of 
death, into nambers of which wq oontinoally falJ ; 
and into more and greater of whieh we sbonld fall, 
by fire, by water, by sword, by pestilence, and other 
means of destruction, and be destroyed by them on 
aeoount of. the deserts of oar sins, if God did not 
in his mercy prevent and save and preserve oar lives* 

The fourth kind of mercy is a manifold dispen- 
sation of the grace of God, wherewith he covers and 
defends us with a shield, and crowns us, giving us 
the Holy Spirit, and stieogthening our minds with 
the true doctrine against all doubts, and with true 
consolation in all perils and evils; and bestowing on 
the godly many and various gifts. 

The fifth kind of meroy is that boldness wherewith 
by the aid and urgency of the Holy Spirit, we fear- 
lessly preach before the world these great mercies 
of God toward n^: whereby many others also majr 
learn to acknowledge and hiy hold of the goodness 
of God in Christ, and, embracing it themselves in the 
true faithj may, with us, magniiy and call upon God* 
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The sixth Ufld of inerey is the rsstoimt&oii of o«r 

depraved nature by Christ into the image of God ; 
into which iaiage we bc'in«^ renewed by the Holy 
Ghoity begin with foH purpose of heart to obey God ; 
ud so oontinaoy antil, being imde perfeet in the life 
to come, we may be able to render a fail obedience 
with our whole unimpeded powers. 

The Psalmist, therefore, first renders thanks to 
God for his spiritaai benefits ; and then he from liis 
heart thanks God for bestowing blesidngs of every 
kind, — peace, good magistrates, good laws, good 
wives, good children, the fruits of the earth, and all 
needful provision. The PsaimiM sets forth God as a 
most Idnd Father towards us (who are nothing bnt a 
loathsome sore, fall of sin) and as not deiding with as 
according: to our sins, but treating and protecting ns, 
according to his infinite grace and mercy, as dear 
ohiidren: yet so that he will have os to keep his 
covenant and his counsel : that is, to believe in him, 
to fear him, and to have him for our God. For if we 
trust in our own works or rio;bteousnesses, we thereby 
immediately break his covenant, and walk not in his 
counsel, and follow strange gods, and thus sin against 
the First Commandment. 

Now this fulliUing of the law, and keeping the 
covenant of God, is in and through Christ alone, who 
was then promised to the fathers, bnt now in these 
last days has been given unto us ; and maaiiested ; 
whose kingdom shall rule over all. 

At the end of the Psaira, when the Psalmist calls 
upon the angels and the hosts of God, the powers 
and the dominions, to praise and magniiy him, he 
means Christ and the church and the apostles who 
cause his word to be heard. For all our salvation 
is in Christ, and there is no grace out of Christ ; 
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who is imMMhed hy the angels; that is» hy Ifce 

apostles. 

PSALM CIV. 

A medilation upon Oie mighty power, and xvondf^ful providence of God. 
~^God''» yLory is eternal,— The prophet voweth perpetually to prai9e 
God. 

Bless the Lokd, O my soui. O Lord my God^ 

thoa art very {preat; thoa art clothed with 

honour and mi^ty : 
Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment ; 

who stretcbest out the heayens like a curtain ; 
Who layeth the beama of his chamhere in the 

waters ; who raaketh the clodds his ehariot; 

who walketh upon the wings of the wind ; 
Who maketh his angels spirits ; his ministers 

a flaming Are ; 
Who laid the foundations of the earth, thnt it 

should not be removed fur ever. 
Thoa coveredst it with the deep as with a garment; 

the waters stood above the monntains. 
At thy reboke they fled : at the voice of thy thon- 

der they hasted away. 
They go up by the mountains ; they go down by 

the valleySy onto the place which thoa hast 

tbnnded for them* 
Thou hast set a bonnd that they jnay not pass 

over, that they turn not again to cover the 

earth. 

He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which ron 

among the hills. 
They give drink to every beast of the field: the 
wild asses quench their thirst 
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kabHrntiOB, wkieA ting among tiie iiranches. 
lit vsatcreth the hdib trom his ebatnben: tke 

eari^ is natUfied vitii thm fnnt a£ tkj ipm|j 
He caiuecb the gms to grvir for the tmUlm, mmd 

Iierb for the eerviee of man, that he may bhog 

forth food out ot the caitij ; 
Aad wioe ^/uii maketk glad the lieaft of aaa, «fltf 

oU to make kis fim to aliiM, aad bmd vAidI 

tUeagtbenetk nui'e boart 
The tree* of the Lord are fall ^ smp: th» cedan 

of Lebanoo, which he hath plaoied ; 
Where the birde OMice their ncete: m ^ thosloifc, 

the fir-tieet er# her booio. 
The high hills are a refa^e for the wild goaliy mmi 

the rocks for the coniee. 

He appointed the moon fiur aeaeoiis: the ana 

knoweth his going down* 
Thou make&t darkness, and u is nigbt, wherein ail 

the beasts of the forest do creep fortJk, 
The joun§^ iiona roar after their prey, and seek 

their meat from God. 
The San arifieth, they gather themselvea tog^her, 

and lay them down in their deaa, 
Mao goeth forth unto his work» and to bia labour, 

.antil the evening. 
OLORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom 

hast thou made them ail : the earth ia loll of thy 

riclies ; 

So u this great and wide sea, wherein are things 
ereepittg innumerable, both smali and great 

beasts. 

There go the ships ; there is that leviatbaB, whom 
thoa hast made to play therao. 
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Tkese wait all ii|miii tkae, tkat thou mayest give 

them llieir meat in dae season. 
Tfiat tbou givest them, they gather ; tboa openest 

thiaa liaiid, tiMDj are fiUad with good. 
Tkoa liidest thy ftu)o, they are troubled! tbou 

takes! away their breathy they die^ and return to 
their dust 

Thott atndest forth thy apirit^ they are created ; 
and thoo renewest the face of the earth. 

The gJory of the Lord sbal! endure for ever: the 

Lord shall rejoice in his works. 
He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth ; he 

toodieth the hilte^ and they moke. 
I will sing unto the Lord as long as I live ; I will 

sing praise to my God w^ile I have my being. 
My meditation of him shall he sweet; I will he 

glad in the Lobd. 
Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and 

let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the Lo&d^ 

O my soaL Fraise ye the Lobd. 

This is a most spiritual song and a Fsalm of glory to 
God. It is drawn out of the First Commandment : 
and with a grand enmneration of all the creatares of 
QtoAy it sets forth and exalts the whole work of erea- 
tion. By this recounting of tlie works of creation 
the Psalmist's design is to show, that all the crea- 
turea, whether those in the heavens, those in the 
earth, or those in the sea, are monnments of the 
goodness of God. And what orator or what poet ever 
has eJiListed, or ever will exist, with an eloquence 
adequate to deserihe the infinite nse and benefits 
of even one eieatofe of God. If any one of tiiose 
creatures were gifted with speech, so as to declare its 
own nature and value, it would praise God with a 

T 
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thoaaud longaes. N«l only, Uierefore, tbe wliole 
of Ood's works together, as one gkrions universe, 

Uut each one creature, if you woald explain its na- 
ture and usoy exceeds ail tbe eloquence of men and 
angels* 

What philosoplMr or sage eonid even open or nttor 

the extent of the use and blessings of oommon light, 
in wliich we live? What one of them could ever 
explain what that is which we call light, in which 
we all breathe^ all are noarished» and all live ; by 
whieh the night and darkness are dispelled in one 
short moment ; by which the whole ereation is ren- 
dered visible, and as it were, recreated; and by which 
all ereatoreS) from out of ohe same obscure dark- 
ness» receive each their proper hoes and colours? 

Who, again, can recount the benefit and blessings 
of that one creature the sun? and then those of the 
moon i Who can enumerate the blessings of fire, of 
water, of fountains and springs? If one creature 
were deprived for one short hour of the blessings of 
fire or of water, you would in a moment see the 
wide and infinite benefit of one of those creatures 
of God. 

But alas I who can even touch one of these crea- 
tures with anything like a doe comment or reflection ! 

And yet, when heathen men have contemplated the 
whole universe of creatures so diligently, (as we 
see it done in Cicero's second book ^De NiUura 
Deorom;') and have thence gathered and con- 
cluded that there exists some etenial Deity who 
created and who governs all these things ; it would 
be a shame in one professing the fear and worship 
of that Gody to be cold and not affected with these 
same things, and not to meditate and reflect upon 
them. 
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This Psalm, tberefore, is a Psalm of tlianksn-iving 
for all the creatures which God has created, whether 
in the beaireBS, in the earthy or in the sea ; and a 
renderinfp of thanks unto God also, that he hath 
made a covenant with the day and the night, and 
hath given laws to the heaven and the earth ; •laws 
so certain -that they eannot be moved, butcontiaae 
in their appointed order* The moon, saitb the 
Psalmist, distinguisheth the seasons ; the sun know- 
eth his going down ; the day cometb, and also the 
night ; the smnmer returns at its appointed time, and 
the winter also in its season. Then fillest, saith 
he, "that immense space of the heaven with light: 
then stretcbest out the heaven itself like a curtain, 
which resteth not on any beams or columns : and 
tfaoQ suspendest the mighty range of clouds, at thy 
word, like a glorious canopy. The winds rise, and 
blow over and blow through all things, having nei- 
ther wings nor feathers* And the angels whom 
then sendest forth, saith he, fnlfll their commands 
like the Avinds, and like a flame of fire." 

Hence the prophet, as you see, has all these things 
depicted in his mind, and his faith is kindled by a 
meditation on this wonderful and ineffable work of 
creation. But, alas ! how few, how very few, are 
there who thus look into, meditate on, and admire 
these created things? Here, therefore, with a view 
to reprove both the indolence and the wickedness of 
certain characters, I cannot help transcribing the 
words of Cicero, a heathen, who cites another hea- 
then, Aristotle : ^ Aristotle,' says Cicero, ' has most 
greatly and beautifully spoken thns. ' If there coald 
be men, who had lived under the earth in grand and 
noble habitations; habitations adorned with paint- 
ings and works of art, and with all those embellish- 

T s 
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meBla whioh oraamenl tba bossei of tlMse wbo are 

now accooDted wealthy and happy ; and if it coald 
so be that such subterranean inhabitants had never 
been above gcouad, bat bad heard by fame and re- 
port that there waa a eertaiii I>eity> and a cerlaiii 
Almighty power of that Deity ; and fbeo if it coald 

so be, that, at a curtain time, the doors of the oartirs 
surface should be thrown open, and they should 
come forth from their Bobterraoeaa abysses into 
theie above-groaiid legions which we inhabit: — ^when 
such men beheld, on a eaddeo, the earth» the sea, 
and the lieavens ; when they saw the expanded s^ran- 
deur of the clouds, and felt the mighty power oi the 
wiads ; whea they loelKod op to the saa aad beheld 
hia gloriooa magnitude and his beauty, and knew 
something of his influence and efficacy in all crea- 
tion, — that it is be, wbo, by difl using his light through 
the whole heaven, makes the day ; and when aoch 
mortals, newly admitted on earth, shoald see by the 
departure of the son the whole creation T^led in 
the darkness of night, while the whole heaven was 
studded and bespangled with stars ; and when they 
saw and aadcrstood the various degrees of the iisht 
of the moon, aad the ineveasiags and deereasiaga 

of that heavenly body ; and tlie various risin^^s and 
settings of all the celestial luminaries ; and, hnally, 
when SQch astonished and contemplatiag strangers 
on the earth's surface shoald know the appoiated and 
ncTcr^erring and never-varying courses and revda* 
tions of all these glorious creatures, — they would, 
with one voice, confess that these was a God, and 
that all these oreatnres were the works of that Ood I 
Bat oar minds, by daily use, become insensible to 
these things ; and as we daily see all these creatures 
we inc^uire not their nature, nor wonder at their 
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glory: as if the novelty of such things, and not their 
greatness and glory, Is that which should lead ns to 
meditate on their natures, and the ends of their crea- 
tion/ Thns far Cicero, the heathen ! I shall perhaps 

be deemed by some a silly man for bringing forth 
these thing;s out of the books of a heathen ! Let those 
that woald fear God, then, remember what isreqaired 
of them! 



PSALM CV. 

An arhorimHm to pnOm Cod, and to M§k ma kit wtrht^^Thti ftory 
God'B pn n ld enee mgr AhnAam,^€9er J o t t pk ,' t n tr JoD^bt Egupt, 

^over Mo»h delivering the laraelites^—over the JsraelUeB brought mtt 
qf£ifypt,/kd m the wiidemm, attdpianted i» Canaan, 

O GIVE thanks onto the Lobd ; oall apon his 

name : make known his deeds amon^ the people. 
Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of 

ail his wondrous works. 
Glory ye in his holy name : let the heart of them 

rejoiee that seek the Lorb. 
Seek the Lokd, and his strength: seek bis face 

evermore. 

Remember his marvellons works that be hath done ; 

his wonders, and the jadgments of his month ; 
O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of 

Jac5b his chosen. 
He is the LofiD oar God : bis judgments ttre in all 
the earth. 

He hath remembered his eotenant for ever, the 

word which be commanded to a thousand gene- 
rations. 

Which eowetuM he made with Abraham, and his - 
oath onto Isaac ; 
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And eonfirmed tbe same unto Jacob for a law, and 
to Israel for an everlasting: covenant : 

Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, 
the lot of year inheritiiQce : 

When tbere were lui a few in Dnmber: yea, 
very few, and .strangers in it. 

When tbey went from one nation to another, from 
one kingdom to another people ; 

He snffered no man to do them wrong : yea» be re- 
proved kings for their sakes ; 

Suying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my pro- 
phets no harm. 

Moreover, be ealied for a famine upon the land : 
he brake the whole staif of bread. 

He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was 
sold for a servant : 

Whose feet they h art wi th fetters : he was laid in iron : 

Until the time that his word came : the word of 
the Lord tried him* 

The king sent and loosed him: even the ruler of 

tlie people, and let him go free. 
He made him lord of his homeland mlerof-all 

his substance : 
To bind his princes at his pleasure ; and teach 

his senators wisdom. 
Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned 

in the land of Ham* 
And he increased his people greatly ; and OMido 

them stron^^er than their enemies. 
He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal 

subtilly with his serraots. 
He sent Moses bis servant ; mi Aaron whoa he 

had chosen. 

They shewed his signs among them, and wonders 
in the land of Ham. 
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He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they 

rebelled not against his word. 
Ho iuniad their walm into blood, and slew their 

fisb* 

Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in 

the chambers of their kings. 
Ho spake, and there oame divers sorts of flies, and 

lioe in all their eoasts. 

He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in 
their land. 

He smote their vines also and their figp-trees; and 
brake the trees of their coasts. * 

He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, 

and that without number. 
And did eat np all the herbs in their land, and de^ 

Toared the froit of their groand« 
He smote also all the iirst-boro in their land, the 

chief of all their strength. 
He broQght them forth also with silver and gold : 

and tkm am not one feeble perscn among their 

tribes. 

ii^gypt was glad when they departed : for the fear 

of them fell upon them* 
Be spread a clond for a oovering ; and fire to give 

light in the night. 

The people asked, and be brouc^bt quails, and satis- 
fied them with the bread of heaven* 

He opened the roek, and the waters gnshed oot ; 
they ran in the dry places like a river. 

For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham 
his servant 

And he Imoght forth his people with joy, and his 

chosen with gladness: 
And gave them the lands of the heathen ; and they 
inherited the labour of the people s 
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That they migbt observe his statate«i and keep his 
laws. Pfaise je the Lorn 

This is a Psalm of particalar thanksgiving ; and a 
song especially adapted to the people of the Jews ; 
that in the use of this Psalm they might render 
tbaaka nalo God Imr all Ihoae, hU wondefffol w«rks, 
whiGh he wrought from Abraham down to the time 
when they were led into the promised land of Canaan. 
And the Psalmist, having recounted all these glo- 
rious woriu In their order, eooeludes with that word 
of Moses, (Dent ix.) That God did not do all liiese 
mighty works on account of any righteousness or 
merit of theirs, but because of the covenant and the 
promise which he had made with their fathers, 
Abraham, Isaae and Jacob : " liar how righteons they 
were aad wliat tbey desonred aft tlw hand of God, is 
sung in the Psalm following. 

4 

PSALM CVI. 

The PmhUat eMharteih t» fralm €hid.^B§ pnifeih/hrpardm ate, 

at God iU with the fathert.^The Hon/ ^ the peopW§ rOMm, md 

Praise ye the Lord. O give thanks nnto the 

Lord ; for it good : for his mercy endureth 
for cYcr. 

Who ean «tter the mighty aets of the Lord t who 
ean shew forth all his praise? 

Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he iLat 

doeth righteousness at all times. 
Remember me, O Load, with the favour that thou 

kmmt wito thy peojpAe: O visit me with thy 

salvation ; 
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That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may 
rejoice in the gladness of thy imlioni that I may 
glory with thine iDheritaoee. 

We have tiaiied with eer fathers, we he^e com- 
mitted iniquity, we have done wickedly. 

Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt ; 
they lenemheted not the oraltitade of thy eiei^ 
oka; but pBmked km at the aea, mtm sA the 

Red Sea. 

Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, 
that he ought make iiia mighty power to be 
known. 

He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried up : 

so he led them through the depths, as through 

the wilderness. 
And he saTod them fion the hand of him that 

hated M«m, and redeemed them from the hand 

of the enemy. 
And the waters covered their enemies; there was 

not one of them, left 
Then beUeTed they his words; they sang his praise. 
They soon forgat his works ; they waited not for 

his counsel; 

Bat lusted exceedingly in the wilderness^ and 
tempted God in the desert. 

And he gave ihem their request; but sent leanness 

into their soul. 
They envied Moses also in the camp, ami Anion 

the saint of the LoaD* 

Ti)e earth opened and swallowed up Dathan^ and 

covered th^ company of Abiram. 
And a fire was kindled in their eonpany ; the 

flame bniiied up the wicked. 
They made a calf in Hoieb, and worshipped the 

molten image. 
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Tims tbey obaoged their f loty idto tiM siMiiUtode 

of ail ox that eateth grass. 
They forg^at God tbeir SaYiour^ whicb had done 

grt^ thiDgs in Egypt ; 
Woadroe« woAs ia the land of H«ni» and terrible 

things by the Red Sea. 
Therefore he said that he woold destroy thetn* 

had not Mosea his chosen stood before him in 
• the breach, to tarn away bia wratbi lest be sbontd 

destroy 

Yea, Uicy despised the pleasaut land ; they be- 
lieved not his word ; 

Hut murmored in their tents, und heari^ened not 
unto the Yoioe of tba Lord : 

Therefore be lifted up his band against tbem, to 
overthrow them in the wilderness : 

To overthrow their seed also among the nations, 
and to scatter them in the lands* 

Tbey joined tbenseWes also onto Baal-peor, and 
ate the sacrifices of the dead. 

Thus they pruvoked him to anger with their inven- 
tions; and the plague brake in upon them. 

Then stood np Phinebas, and executed judgmeat : 
and 90 the plague was stayed. 

And that was counted unto him for righteousness, 
unto all generations for evermore. 

Tbey angered him abo at the waters of strife, so 
tbat it went ill witb Moses for tbeir sakes : 

Because they provoked his spirit, so tbat be spake 
unadvisedly with his lips. 

They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom 
the Lord commanded them : 

But were mingled among tbe beathefi, and learned 
their works. 

And they served their idols ; which were a snare 
onto them. 
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Tea, (hey sacrliiced their sons and their daughters 
unto deviiSy 

And «hed iQiioc«nt blood, the blood of their 
80DS, and of their daaghtem, whom they sacri- 
ficed unto the idols oi Canaan: and the land 
was polluted with blood. 

Thas weio they defiled with their own woriui and 
went a whoring; with ^eir own lafentiena. 

Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled 
against his people, insomuch that he abhorred 
bis own inheritance. 

And he gnve them into the hand of the heathen ; 
, and they that hated them ruled over them. 

Their enemies also oppressed 11) em, and they were 
bronght into subjection under their hand. 

Many times did he deliver them : hot they pro- 
voked him with their connsei, and were bronght 
low for their iniquity. 

Nevertheless, he regarded their affliction, when he 
heard their cry : 

And he remembeied for them his covenant, and 
repented according to the multitude of his mer- 
cies* 

He made them also to be pitied of all those that 
carried them captives. 

Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from 
among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy iioly 
niinie, and to triumph in thy praise* 

Blessed he the Lobd God of Israel from everlasting 

to everlasting : and let all the people say, Amen. 
Praise ye the Lord. 

This is a Psalm of acknowledgment, of confession, 

and of thanksgiving. The Psalmist confesses all 
those sins of murmuring and uobeliefi and those 
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•Ui«f lusnffroos tiMMgmtionf agmiwt the fiisl eom- 
mandiMttt, by whieh the people of Imel provoked 

God, and rendered themselves otterly unworthy of 
all bis mercies. 

At the oonclasioQ of the Psain, thefefore, the 
Psalmiet proclaima the exeeeding gmtnese of the 
^▼Ine niepey of God ; wheroby lie eontiMed miad- 
ful of his counsel and his covenant, and did not poar 
forth all his wrath, bat was merciful to them for his 
own name's sake. As Moaes saitb also, (Beat, ix.) 

Know ye, that not for year righleoasness doth the 
Lord God give unto yoa this good land : for ye are 
a stiff-necked people." Therefore as the Israelites, 
the whole of that people of God, could glory in 
nothings bat that they were sa?ed by the merey 
and graee of God ; so also we eannot glory In any 
work or merit of our own, but in the mercy of God 
only I 
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The paaimijit exhorieth theredeemed, in praising God, to observe his mani- 
fold providence, over travellers, over captives, over sick men, over «ea. 
mm, md in Hm t wm lrtto qfl\fe, 

O GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for he is good : for 

his mercy enduretk for ever. 
Let the redeemed of the LoBD say whom he 

bath redeemed ftmn the band of the enemy ; 

And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, 
and from the west, from the north, aiul from the 
sonth. 

They wandered <n fte wilderness ia a solitary 

way ; they found no city to dwell in. 
Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. 
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Then they cried anto the Lord in their trou- 
ble, and he delivered them out of their dis- 
tresses. 

And he led them fortii by the right way» that they 

might to a city of hahitatioa. 
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
skMAf and ftr his maderfol irorka to the ehildren 
of men! 

For he satisfietfa the longing soul, and filleth the 
hungry soul with goodness. 

Soch as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
hetMf boQDd in afflietioo and Iran ; 

Because they rebelled against the words of God, 
and contemned the counsel of the Most High : 

Therefore he brought down their hfart with la- 
boor: they fell down» and tAert tcus none to 
help. 

Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and he saved them out of their distresses* 

He bronght them ont of darkness and the shadow 
of death, and brake their bands in sunder. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and /or his wonderful works to the children 
of men ! 

For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cat the 

bars of iron in sunder. 
Fools, because of their transgression, and because 

of their iniqoitiesi are affiieted : 
Their sonl abhorreth all manner of meat ; and they 

draw near unto the gates of death. 
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble ; and 

he saveth tiiem ont of their distresses. 
He sent his word and healed them, and dettvered 

them from their destructions. 
Oh that mm would praise the Lord /or his good* 
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iieia» and/br lib wonderfol works to tlM cUMien 

of men ! 

And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanLfl- 
giviog, and declare his works with rejoicing. 

They that go down to the sea in ships^ that do 
bosiness In great waters ; 

These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders 
in the deep. 

For he eomoiandethf and laisetb the stormy wind, 
which lifteth op the wa?es thereof. 

They mount op to the heaven, they go down again 
to the depths ; their soul is melted becaosc of 
trouble. 

They reel to and fro, and stagger like a dmnken 
nan, and are at their wit's end. 

Then ihey cry unto the Lord iu their trouble, and 

he bririgeth them out of their distresses. 
He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waTCS 

thereof are still. 
Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he 

bringeth them uoto their desired haven. 
Oh that men would praise the Lord /or his good- 

nessy aad /or his wonderfni works to the children 

of men I 

Let tliem exalt him also in the congregation of the 
people^ and praise him in the assembly of the 
elders. 

He tumeth rivers into a wildemesSi and the water- 
springs into dry ground ; 

A fruitful Icitid into barrenness, for the wici&eduess 

of them that dwell therein. 
He tumeth the wilderness into a standing water, 

and dry ground into water-springs. 

And there he maketh the hungry to dweii, that 
they may prepare a city for habitation ; 
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And sow the fields, and plant vineyards, vbich 

may yield fruits of increase. 
He blesseth tliem also, so that they are mulliplied 
greatly, and su&erelh not their eattie to de- 
crease. 

Again, they are minishedt and brought low, through 

oppression, affliction, and sorrow. 
He pouretb contempt upon princes^ and causeth 
them to wander in the wilderness, where there ie 
no way. 

Tet $etteCh he the poor on high from affliction, and 

makelh him families like a flock. 
The righteous shall see u, and rejoice ; and all 

iniquity shall stop her month. 
Whoso t> wise, and will obserre these thmge^ even 

they shall understand the loving-kindness of the 

Lo&D. 

This is a Psalm of thapksgiving , in general ; render- 
ing praise for that infinite and ineomparable mercy 

and goodness of God, wherewith he daily helps and 
succours all men, both the righteous and the wicked, 
under the irarious calamities of life, and defends 
them against the Devil: preserving also the public 
peace, giving healthfalness of air and climate, and 
blessing the eartli to the springing of its productions ; 
as Paul saith, 2 Tim. ii. Who is the Saviour of all 
men, especially of them that believ^." 

In the fourth Terse, where the Psalmist says^ 
" Thty wandered in the wilderness in a solitary 
way/' he refers to ail kinds of calamities ; and es- 
pedally to the afilictions of those who are oppressed 
with poverty, who are exiles, and deserted, and 
wandering without any certain dwelling-place. 

iu the math verse by those " sitting in durkucss/' &c. 
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h9 »«Mi Iboie tkKMigliMil the ivhole worMy wlio mt 

aeooont of their own crimes, or for other causes, arc 
held ia bonds and in prisons, and who are some- 
times delivered hj tbe interpeeitMii mtd help of Gmd 
himself. 

Then again, verse 6, he refers to those who live 
wickedly and fear not God ; on whom God sends 
diseases and distresses to panish them ; of whom 
some, although thejoall not «poii God^aredeiivevod 
by his pure merey alone. 

In verse 22, he speaks of those who are in perils 
on the seas, and there enduring storms and ship- 
wreeks ; onder whieh oalamitiet God often delivefa 
wicked sailors, and preserves them from shipwreck 
and death, and from the power of the Devil, by his 
mere goodness aiui mercy. 

I Verse 32 has reference to those fields and vine- 

■ 

yards that are visited with barrenness or any other 

calamity; unto whom God gives rain and truitful- 
ness^not according to their merits, but of his abound* 
ing merey, whereby he sendeth rain npon the jnst 
and npon the nnjnst. 

Verse 38 applies to those who are oppressed by 
the Turk or any other tyrants, or by wars and se- 
ditions, and whose ail in this world is in peril ; nnto 
whom God often, on a sodden, gives peace and qniet- 
ness, as lie calmeth the waves of the sea. 

This Psalm, therefore, shows that all salvation is 
to be soaght and expected from Ctod alone ; who will 
never forsake his people, or his ehnreh> or those that 
trust in him ; and that he often bestows these bcnefi 
on the Turks, and on the openly impious and pro- 
fane; even when they are seeking all these great 
blessings from their Idols of wood and stcMse* And 
we who prote^^ the name uf Christ also, not at ail 
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unlike the Turks, leave God our true and only Sa- 
viour and implore the help of saints. Hence St. 
iMNurd ii worsliipped as the liberator of tbe im* 
iniMined ; fit Sebaadan is invoked by those who are 
io dread of pestilence ; St. George is the protecting 
saint of military troops of horse and foot ; St. Eras- 
wmm u said to bless with riches those that call upon 
him ; St Christopher is openly worshipped as the 
god of land and sea; and his image is affixed to all 
doors of temples, and to all prows of ships, and adored 
by all sailors. And thos we have divided the glory 
of God and of his saving mereieSt which is doe to 
him alone, onto saints set ap by idolatrous men ; just 
in the same way as the healliens gave to their gods 
the attributes and fuoctioas which belong to God 
only. This Psalm» however^ rightly ascribes all the 
glory to God aloae. 
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Ooouf encourageth hinuelf to praUe God.— He prayeth for G§i^$ at* 

A Song or Mbnaf IMiYid. 

0 OoD^ my heart is fixed ; I will sing and give 

praise, even with my glory. 
AwalLe, psalleryand harp; I mf^lf will awake 
early. 

1 will praise thee» O Lobd, among the people ; 
and I will sing praises unto thee among the 
nations. 

For 4hy mercy u gfeat above Mie heavefliy and thy 
troth rmektik nnto the clouds. 

Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens j ^ad 

thy glory above aU the earth x 

V 
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Tliat Ay beloved may be ddiveied, save with tkf 

right handy and answer me. 
God hath spoken in his holiness, I will rejoice; I 
will divule Bbeebem, and mate oat the valley of 
SiKoootb. ' 

Gilead is mine ; Maoasseh i# mine ; Epbrain also 

is the strength of mine head ; Judah is my law- 
giver ; 

Moab tf my waahpot ; o^er Edom will I cast out 
my shoe; over Phillstia will I triiinph. 

Who will bring: nie into the strong city ? who will 

lead me into Edom ? 
WUt not tkou^ O (jtod, who hast cast qs off? and 

wilt not then, O God, go forth with oar hosts? 
Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help 

of man. 

Through God we shall do valiantly : £of be t> is 
that shall tread down onr enemies. 

This is a Psalm of thanksgiving of the same sub- 
stance, and almost in the same words as Psalm Ix.; 
wherein the Psalmist gives thanks for the happy state 

of his kino:dom, for the establishment of the trae 
religion and good government, and for the increase 
of his dominions* 

The first verses of the Psalm, however, refer to the 
kin^^dom of Christ. David prays that God would be 
pleased to set up this kingdom of Christ in all na- 
tions ; that thus the kingdom and dominion of Dalrid 
may be extended far and wide tbroughoot all na- 
tions, arcurdin^ to tlic promise. For this temporal 
kingdom lOf David was confined within ver^ narrow 
limits in comparison with the whole world, and was 
a kingdom not likely to be extended over all the na- 
tions and people of the earth ; and yet this kingdom 
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God promised to enlarge and extend, as in Isaiah, 
*^ And in that day Uiere shall be a root of Jesse^ 
wiiich Ahall staad for an emign of the people," Isa. 
si. JO. And a^ain, chapter ix. 7, Upon the throne 
of David, and upon bis kingdom, to order it and to 
estahliUi it for ever.'' 
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David, complaining qf his slanderous enemies, %a^Ler the persmi of Juda» 
devoteth them*^He sheweth their sin<. — Complaimng qf his ovon misery. 

To the chief Mufiidaiiy A Psalm of David. 

Hold not thy peace, O God of my praise ; 

For the month of the wicked and the mouth of the 

deceiliul are opened against me : they have 

spoken against me with a lying tongue. 
They compassed roe about also with words of 

hatred ; and fought against me without a cause. 
For my love they are ray adversaries: but I ^rtW 

m^elf unto prayer. 
And they have rewarded me evil for good, and 

hatred for my love. 
Set thou a wickrd man over him: and let Satan 

stand at bis right hand. 
When be shall be jadged, let him be condemned : 

and let his prayer become sin. 
Let bis days be few ; and let another take his 

office. 

Let his children be fktherless, and bis wife a 
vridow. 

Let his children be continually vagabonds, and 
beg : let them seek their bread also out of tbeir 
desolate places. 

u s 
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lift tbe extortioner oatdi all that he bath : and let 

the strangers spoil Lis labour. 
Let there be none to extend mercy anto him: 
neither let there be any la Unfom hia fatherlesi 
ebildren. 

Let his posterity be cut off ; and in tbe generation 
following let their name be blotted out. 

Let tbe iniqnity of his fathers be remembered with 
the Lord ; and let not the sin of his mother be 
blotted out. 

Let them be before tbe Lokd continually, that 
he may cot off the memory of them from the 
earth. 

Because that he remembered not to shew merc3 , 
but persecuted tbe poor and needy man, that he 
might even slay the broken in heart. 

As he loved enrsing^ so let it come anto him : as 

be delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from 
him. 

As he clothed himself with cursing like as with 
his garment, so let it come into his bowela like 
water, and like oil into his bones. 

Let it be unto him as the garment which covereth 
him, and for a girdle wherewith he is girded 
continQaUy* 

Let this be the reward of mine adversaries from the 

Lord, and of them that speak evil against my 
soul. 

Bat do thoa for me, O God the Lord, for thy 
name's sake s beoaase thy mercy is good, deliver 

thou me. 

For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded 
within me, 

I am gone like the shadow when it deolinatli : I 

am tossed up and down as tbe locust 
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My knees are weak tbroagh fastiog ; and my flesh 

faileth of fatness. 
I beoante also a reproach unto them : when tbey 

looked QpoB me they shaked their heads. 

Help me, O Lord my God : O save me accordiof^ 

to tliy mercy : 
That they may know that this u thy* hand ; that 

thOQy Loud, hast done it. 

Let them curse, but bless tliou : when they arise, 
let them be ashamed ; bat let thy servant re* 
joiee. 

Let mine adversaries be elothed with shame, and 

Jet them cover themselves with their own con- 
fosion, as with a mantle. 
I will greatly praise the Lobd with my month ; 
yea, I will praise him among the multitude. ^ 

For he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to 
save him from those that condemn his sonl. 

Cbrtaik hypocrites of monks are aoonstomed to nse 
this Psalm, (generally known by the name of * The 
God ot praise,') as a sort of incantation : and they 
any that, to a certainty, against what person soever 
they babble and sing ont the terrible words of this 
Psalm ; that man is at once death-struck, and never 
lives a year afterwards. 

This Fsalm, however, is most certainly fall of the 
complaints, tears, and groans of the godly against 
these very hypocrites themselves. It may be very 
properly considered as used in tlie person of Christ, 
deeply complainingagainst his betrayers the Jews, and 
against the ernelty of the Jews, which was not satis- 
fied, even after tlte shedding of his innocent blood. 

Like unto Judas Iscariot, and unto all the Jews, 
are Pharisaical saints awd hypocrites, of all nations 
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and ages t of wbom Gbri§t d<itb not wf In vain* tlial 

they are guilty of all the blood that has been shed 
from Abel dowo wards. For so great and bitter is 
the terribleoMi and faiy of tbeir waleat and Sa- 
tanic batred, tbat tbey eaoaot rest latiafied wi^ the 

shedding of the blood of Abel and all the saints 
from the begiooing of the world, bat must baog 
Christ bimseif on the ems ; and tbat is not alJ, 
tbey mast (as the Psalmist saHb, ?er« 23.) wajg tbstr 
heads at him, and insult and mock his sofferings ; 

If he be the King of Israel, Jet him now come down 
from the otoss/' 

CoMMrning these wretches, David says, (ver. 3.) 
**They have opened tlieir blaspheming mouth against 
me:" for the raving fury of such hypocrites is in- 
credible. And again be si^s, ''For my love tbey 
are my adversaries, but I give myself nnto prayer. 
And they have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred 
for my love/' And again, They hght against me 
witboat a caase." 

These are the true and real colonrs of these hypo- 
crites who pretend to be in the truth. We have here 
poortrayed not only the Caioish countenances of these 
Iscariots, bot their pharisaic and viroleiit hearts 
themselves ; which are now beoooEm origans aad iMtriH 
ments of the devil. And we have also here depicted 
their thoaghts, tbeir furious purposes of iojuring and 
harming, by which the minds of snob are iMessaMtiy 
aetaated. For these embittered wretches knowingly 
and purposely, and against the light of their own eon- 
sciences, fight against and deny the known truth ; and, 
as Stephen says, cease not to resist the Holy Gboot. 
And attboogh they are convinced by natwrai iMSon, 
by the Scriptnres, and by tbeir natural understanding, 
they still reject and fight against God and Ghriat, 
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and handeii themselves in the denial of the truth. 

And finally, Tiiey delight not in blessing-;" but 
refuse aod cast trom them God and bis Christ* 

In ndditMMi to ail this, they " render e?il for good.'* 
Tiie ingratitode of these faypoorilts and of the world 
sarel}' is enough, in liot returning any thing for all 
that good which is offered to them by God hirnselfi 
and hy the saints in his name : hot they rest not here } 
they render, for all this good, hatred and oarsing , 
and a purpose to injure and to destroy: which is 
manifestly not human, but Satanic cruelty. 

Bot we, the people of God, are hereby admonish* 
ed throoghoot all times and ages of the charoh 
that, whenever God is pleased to reveal his word, 
and Christ is preached, so surely will the church have 
her Judases; that is, so surely will she have her 
enemies and her hypocrites ; who, though they boast 
of the name of being the church of God, will prove 
themselves *' vipers." 

To set forth, therefore, the terrible judgments that 
shall fall on those, who thus, with ernelty and with- 
ooft nmey, rage against the people of God, the 
Psalmist shows (ver. 16.) that God will, to recom- 
pense their iniquity, direct his fury also against 
them, who thns mereilessly op|Nress his poor,'^ and 
will poor not all his wrath npon them : and that, as 
these hypocrites so confidently despised God and his 
saints ; and as, though covered with the shed blood, 
and bathed with tbe tears of so many saints, they still 
laoghed at their ealamities, as if they really sought 
cursing and not blessing ; so, that curbing shall flow 
in upon them like a river. 

And again (saith ]>aTid) they have cast away the 
word of €h>d from them, and have lejeeted and de- 
spised the offered salvation, therefore all consolation 
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and saliation flhali dqiart from tlieoif and bo more 
be bcooght near unto ihevkf neillMrr now nov to all 
eternity* On the other band, as ibey loved earalng, 

they shall be clothed with it as with a girdle ; itshall 
enter like water into their bowels, and like oil into 
their bones: and tbejr sbaU bear abont witb tbem, 
like CaiOy everlasting^ fears aod terrors, and shall Im 
tormented anceaslnglj with the stiogs ot their wick- 
edness and sin ; and thejr shall moreover be ezileay 
deserted ontoastSi vagabonds, and held in ooatem|»t 
of all, as the Jews now are, exhibiting an awfnl fU* 
filment of the judgments heiein denounced* 



PSALM ex. 

The kkigdom, the priesthood, the conquest, and the jfoimon Christ, 

APkalmof navid. 

The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, nntil I make thine enemies thj foo^ 
stool. 

The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of 
Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. 

Thy people sluUl be willing in the day of thy 
power, in the beauties of holiness from the 
womb of the morning : thou hast the dew of thy 
youth. 

Tlie Load hath sworn, and will not repent, Tboa 
Ctrl a priest for ever after the order of Uelehi* 
aedek. 

The LoKD at thy right hand shall strike through 

kings in the day of his wrath. 
He shall jodge among the heathejjf, he shall fill ilk 
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places with the dead bodies ; he shall wound tho 

heads over many coantries. 
He tliall drink of tke brook in the way : therefore 
• Aall ke lift «p Hie bead. 

This is a peculiar aod glorions prophecy coneemiog 
tile kingdom of Christ Thin Psalm is cited by 
CArist bimself, Matt. xxH. and be appUes it to bis 
own kingdom and priesthood. It speaks glorionsly 
af Christ silting at the rigkthand of the Majesty in the 
iMaTOBy and as being tbe son and the seed of David, 
aecording to tbe flesb, and also David's Lord and 
God, the Creator and the Maker of all thing.Sj all 
power being given unto him in heaven and in earth : 
as tbe apostle also saitb, Who was bom of the seed 
of David according to tbe flesb, and declared to l>e 
the Son of God with power, according to the spiiit of 
holiness/' Rom. i. 8. 

Christ cites this Psalm» (wbichy as we have said, 
is a very glorions one) to confound tbe Pharisees. 
Indeed there is not a Psalm like it In the whole 
scripture ; and it ought to be very dear unto the 
cbarch ; seeing that it confirms that great article of 
Mth--0kri8t*s sitting at tbe right band of God tbe 
Father Almighty. For Christ is here declared to be 
a King and Priest; sitting at God's right hand, not 
only as traly man, but also as properly God; the 
Propitiator and Mediator between Ood and men; 
the Omnipotent and the Eternal! 

Christ is no where, throughout all the books of the 
propfaetSt and of the whole scripture, so plainly and 
clearly declared to be a Priest/' and so a Priest 
for ever," who alone did, and alone could abrogate 
tiie Aaronic and Levitical priesthood ; and who is, 
and ever^will be an eternal propitiation and reconci- 
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liatim for os ; as is niMt baaiitlfttllf , tMMit fttll j, 

and with a wonderful power of the Holy Spirit, 
Opened the author of the epistie to the Hebrews. 

Hence, ibis heavenly and golden Psalm bas a 
blessed author (David) and a glorious interpfeter 
(Christ.) And all the apostles, all godly consciences, 
and all who are not utterly unacquainted with the 
templaiioos of sin, and of Satan, know how gveat and 
fim a consolation it is against all the viohnit attaoks 
of the devil, to be able to see Christ as oar High 
Priest. Hence it is that Paul breaks forth into those 
great words, If God be for as, who can be against 
US I Who is he that condeniaeth I It is Christ dial 
died ; yea, rather that is risen again ; who is even at 
the right hand of God ; who also maketh interces- 
sion for us." Rom* viii. 31 — 34. 

It is, therefore, of infinite benefit to the omveiaal 
cbarch of Christ, that the glorious things of Ais 
Psalm, the remission of sins, and the reconciliation 
of God toward us, which are brought in uuto as by 
the priesthood of Christ, and whieb are infinite aiid 
eternal, are most earefnllj and most fnlly explained 
to OS in the epistle to the Hebrews ; and that such 
glorious doctrines of the trath concerning the priest- 
hood of Christ are always present, and ready to our 
bands. 

PSALIVI CXI. 

The Psalmist by his example inrifffh ofh^rn to praise Cod for his ffioTiomM 
and gracUma work$.'^17u/ear God brtedeih Ime wmdmn* 

Pbaisb ye the Lobd. I will praise the Iaxmd with 
my whole heart, in the assembly of the npright, 

aud in the congregation* 
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The works of the Lord are great, sought oat of all 

them that have pleasure therein. 

His work u honourable and glorious ; and Jus 
righteoQsne^^ endareth for erer. 

He hath made bis wonderfal works to be remem- 
bered : the LuED giaciuu^ and full of com* 
passion. 

He bath given meat onto them that fear bim : be 
will ever be mindful of bis ooveoant 

He hath iihewed his people ihv j)ovvcr of his works, 
that he may give them the heritage of the bea* 
then. 

The works of bis hands ar€ verity and judgment ; 

all his commandments are sure. 

?hey stand fast for ever and ever, and er« done in 
troth and nprigbtoess. 

He sent redemption onto his people : he hath com- 
manded his covenant for ever ; holy .and reverend 
is his name. 

The fear of the Lobd u the beginning of wisdom : 
a good understanding have all they that do hit 

camtnandments : hi^ praise cndurcth for ever. 

THia is a Psalm of thanksgiving, and a song for the 
people of Israel, to be sung at the feast of the pass* 

over, or at the eating of the paschal Lamb. For by 
this short song the people were instructed to give 
thanks, and to magnify and praise Ood for those 
great and glorious works of his,— the leading them 

out of Egypt at the first; and also, for giving them 
a good and divine government, for the priesthood he 
established, for the law be gave them, and for ap* 
pointing the preaofaing of his word ; for their feasts 

and for their Sabbaths, for public peace and a good 
administration of the laws, and, in a word^ for all his 
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Mnlte iMreiei ; all wkioh I have more felly opeaed 

in my more extended commentary on this Psalm. 



PSALM CXIL 

pmptfUff qf th€ godtp AaU be am eiftton to wtMi^ 

Peaise ye the Lord. Blessed is the man that 

fearetb the Lord, that deUghteth greatly in bis 

commandments. 
His seed shall be mighty upon earth : the geneta- 

tion of the upright shall be blessed. 
Wealth and riches shaii be in hishoase: and his 

righteoasness endureth for ever. 
Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darlL- 

ness : he is gracious, and full of compassion, 

and righteous. 
A good man sheweth favour, and lendeth ; he will 

ftfide his affairs with discretion. 
Sorely be shall not be moved for ever : the right- 
eous shall be in everlasti ngj" remernbrance. 
He shall not be afraid of evil tidings : bis heart is 

fixed, trasting in the Lokd. 
His heart tV established, he shall not be afraid, 

until he see his desire upon his enemies. 
He hath . dispersed, be hath given to the poor ; bis 

righteoosness endareth forever; his homaiiall 

be exalted with honoar. 
The wicked shall see it, and be grieved ; he shall 

gnash with his teeth, and melt away: the de* 

sire of the wioked shall perish* 

This is a Psalm of consolation for those that tear God : 
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in whicli those that truly fear him are encouraj^cd and 
praised in their Christian conversation : Blessed is 
the man that feareth the Lord,'' saith the Psalmist* 
As if he had said» The people of God appear to them 
to be of all men the most miserable ; and both their life 
and their dootrine are condemned by the worlds and 
by those tongnes which the devil raises op and uses 
for the work. All things in the saints make them 
appear to the world, as if they were left and forsaken, 
and deserted of God, and as if they, and their pos- 
terity, and all like them, most sorely peiisb. And 
then again, their lives and conTersations, (thongh 

they render most essential services, both to their 
nation and to the charch, and thongh they condact 
themselves blamelessly before God and man,) are, by 
the malice of the devil, represented as most abomin* 
able, and they themselves are looked upon as the 
contempt and off-scouring of the earth. 

On the other hand, all hypocrites in the world are 
laaded as the saints of God* But/' as the wise 
man saith, better is the little in the house of the 
righteous, than the great revennes of the wicked/' 
In the midst of all this false representation, however, 
the righteoos, standing fast in all these their afflic- 
tions, and steadily trnsting in God, are delivered and 
saved, and gain blessed consolation, while the wicked 
perish ou every side. To the upright,'' saith the 
Psalmist, there ariseth light in darkness.'^ Here, 
aooordlng to the general langoage of the scriptures, 
he caileth consolation, light ; and temptation, dark- 
ness. 

And, then, in the end of the Psakn, that noble and 
nnsobdoed steadiness of faith is greatly praised: 

uhich, in such mighty struggles, and in such agoniz- 
ing conilictSy is yet unwearied and unyielding, rest- 
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ing in the promise of God ; and wbioh, tlioagh con- 

tending with such miarhty wavcs, is yet enabled to 
sing with Paul, Thanks be unto God who always 
oaoseth mn to triamph in Chrisf *^ He shall not be 
afraid of evil tidings/' saith the Psalmist, ** his heart 
Is fined, trusting- in the Lord : his heart is esta- 
blished, he shall not be afraid until he see his desire 
apon bis enemies/' verse 7, 8. For naless there 
were in ns divine stren^fc commnnicated by Christ, 
it would be impossible that we could stand ao^ainst 
such namerous and mighty assaults of temptation. 

PSALM CXIII. 

§3thortaHm topraim God far Mt ^MC90tneif,-^Jiir hU merep. 

Praise ye the Lord. Praise, O ye servants of the 

Lord, praise the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time 
' forth and for evermore. 

From the rising of the sun unto the going down 
of the same the Lord's name u to be praised. 

The Lord ii high above all nationSi and his glory 
above the heavens. 

Who is like unto the Lord oar God, who dwelleth 
on high, 

Who humbleth himself to behold the things thai are 
in heaven, and in the earth ! 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and llfteth 

the needy out of the dunghill ; 
That he may set him with princes, even with the 

prinees of his people. 
He malceth the barren woman to keep honse, and 

to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the 

Lord* 
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This is a most conspicuous and most blessed pro- 
pliecy of the kingdom of Christy and of its extensioQ 
fiam the rising unto the settiag of the sub thrQugh- 
oot all the kingdoms of the earth : it calls upon ail 
nations to laud and magnify God, and to proclaim 
the riciies of his grace ; that is, the remission of 
sins for Christ's sake. For Christ is the God of the 
humble, the God of the affiioted, and the God of 
those that call upon him and that cry unto him ; he 
is an altogether loving and lovely Saviour and God, 
who sitteth at the right hand of the Majesty on high« 
and loves and has respect anto the hamble, the af- 
flicted, the oppressed, and the trembling and con- 
trite in lieart. 

The peculiar and express ollice of Christ, and the 
work of the kingdom of Christ is to bring down the 
proud, to put to shame the wise, and to condemn 
hypocrites and false saints : and, on the other side, 
to raise up and exalt the humble, to enlighten and 
instruct fools, to sanctify nnclean sinners, to make 
fmitfui the barren, to comfort the fatherless $ that is, 
those who are in any way afilicted or distressed. 



PSALM CXIY. 

■ 

When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of 
Jacob from a people of strange language, 

Jadah was his sanctaary, and Israel his do- 
minion* 

The sea saw it, and fled i Jordan was driven 
back. 
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Thm amiMtaiiit skipped like twaa^ md tht IHUe 

bills like lambs, 
What ailed thee, O thou Bea, that tboo fleddest! 

tboa Jordaa, tkmi thoo wast driTen baek? 
T# DMNiotaiaf, ik&t ye skipped like tams; mulyt 

little hills like lambs ? 
Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

at the preseoce of the G^d of Jacob ; 
Whioh turned the loek tmo a standing water, the 

fliat into a fouutain oi waters. 

This is a Psalm of thanksgiTiof , and a song for the 

people of Israel, to praise God while celebrating the 

feast of the passover ; to ma^^nify him for brin^inp: 
them with a high hand oot of EgypU through the Red 
Sea, tbroogb the desert, over moontains, and throof^ 
Jordan, into the land of promise. We use this 
Psalm to give thanks unto Christ, who delivered us 
from the kingdom of darkness, and translated ns 
into tbc kingdom of light, even into bis own idng- 
dom, the kingdom of God's dear Son^ and led as 
forth into eternal life. 



PSALM CXV. 

JBecauae God is truly glor%ous, and idols are vaniijf, he eshorteth to cot^- 
dtnoe i» God,— God i»tobe bUtaedfor hit hluringt. 

Not onto ns, O Lord, not unto us, bat unto thy 
name give glory, for thy mercy, mui for thy 
truth's sake. 

Wherefore shoald the heathen say^ Where u now 
their God? 
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But our God i« in tbe Jie«f cm ; h9 hatib doae what- 
soeTor be batb pleased. 

Tbeir idols are silver and gold, the work of men's 
hands* 

1h«j have mmtha, but tb^ m»eak not ; eyea have 
they, bat tbey see not $ 

They have cars, but they hear not; noses have they, 

but they smeli not ; 
They have bands, bat tbey handle sot; feet have 

they, bat tbey walk not; neither speak they 

throofirh their throat. 
They that make them are like unto them; so is 

every one that trasteth in them. 
0 Israel, tmst tboa in the Lord; be u their help 

and their shield. 
O house of Aarooy trust in the Loed; he u their 

help and their shield. 
Te that fisar the Lord, trost in the Lobd ; be U 

their help and their shield. 
The LoKD hath been mindful of us ; he will bless 
Mi: be will bless the boose of Israel, be will 
bless the boose of Aaron. 

He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small 
and great. 

The Lord shall increase yoo more and mor6, you 
and your children. 

Ye are blessed of the Lord which made heaven 
and earth. 

The heaven, eve% the heavens, ar« the Lord's : but 
the earth bath be pven to the children of men. 

The dead praise not the Lord, neither any that go 

down into silence. 
Bat we will bless the Lord from this time forth 

and for evermore. Praise the Lonp. 

X 
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This is a g:lorious Psalm of tbaoksgiviog, whexein 
the God of larael ii praiaedy at beiag Ibe oao^ only, 
trwy iifteg €N>d, the Smy/Umr of all men, aad eape- 

ciuliy ot tliem that believe ; and wherein also, all 
the other gochi of the nations, who can save neither 
thenweWee nor o(liera» are c o n f e i f ed t in the tme iaith, 
to be dnmb idoli, 

\\ herefore the Psalmist, in the first verse, saith 
^' Not onto us, O Lord, not onto as, but unto thy 
name five the gloiy/' At if he had aa&d, * Look not 
npon ns, O Lord, to see bow good or bow righteoos 
wc are, for if thou do this, thou wilt never help us, 
thou wilt never save us ; we shall remain a people 
withont MUvation» and without God, lil&e ail tlie na- 
tions around us ; or we shall ever be at an uncer- 
tainty whether we shall be saved or not. Bat look, 
, O our God, at thy holy word, and at the glory of 
thine own namOf — that thou caliest thyself oar God ; 
and that thou art the tme and the living God, with 
whom 18 mercy, and with whom is plenteous redemp- 
tion. According, O Lord, to thy promises of grace, 
according to thy counsel and thy covenant, in the 
whieh then bast said, X am the Iioid your God ; " 
aeeovding to this thy glorious name deal Ihoo witb 
us, O Lord ; bat not according to any name of ours, j 
whereby we may be called sacrificers, or good-workers, 
or singers, or fathers, or the lilce : for all these names j 
the nations that know not tbee may assume, and yet 
remain still nations without God« 



PSALM CXVL 

The pioUmitt prqfetteth his love and duty to God for ku deliverance* — 

ff0 Oudieth to be f AoiiVW. 
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I i/OTB the Lord, because he hath heard my Toice 

and my supplications* 
BeoAQse he hath iooliMd his ear nato me, thMre** 

fore will I mil apon kim as kng as I live. 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains 
of hell gat hold upon me ; I found trouble and 
sorrow, 

Thra eallad I upon fbe name of the Loud: O Lobb, 

I beseech tbee, deliver my soul. 
Gracious is the Low, and righteous ; yea, our God 
If laereifoL 

Tlie LoBD preserveth the simple : I was bioaght 

low, and he helped me. 
Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LoBD 

hath dealt bountifally with thee. 
For thoo hast delivered my soul from death, mine 

eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 
I will walk before the Lo&D in the land of the 

liTlDg. 

I believed, therefore have I spoken : I was greatly 

afflicted. 

I said in my haste. All men are liars. 

What shall I render onto the Lobb for all his ben- 
efits towards me ? 

I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
name of the LoaD. 

I will pay my vows anto the LoB]> now in the pre» 
senee of all his people. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord u the death of 
his saints. 

0 IiOBD, trnly I am thy servant ; I m thy servant, 
mill the son of thine handmaid : thou hast loosed 

my bonds. 

1 will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

and will call opon the name of Lobb, 

zs 
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I will pay my tows unto the Lord dow in the pre- 
sence of all bis people, 

In the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of 
thee, 0 Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord* 

This is a Psalm of thanksf^vinir, in wbioii tlie 

Psalmist renders thanks, after coming out of a most 
keavy triai, and again rejoices in God ; praisiiig 
God for having delivered him from the terrora of 
death, and from the pains of hell; for by saeh terms 
does he express those deep and heavy spiritual temp- 
tatioDs, concerning which he had spoken before. 
Psalm vi., which are not known nnfo all* And the 
Psalmist eomplains also that he soffered all these 
things, and was Dins overwhelmed and almost de- 
stroyed by these heavy trials, because of his confes- 
sion of his faith and the truth of God before the 
world. I believed {saith he) and therefore have I 
spoken : but I am heavily afflicted for the word's 
sake. For all the saints confess and teach the right- 
eousness of faith ; and, on the other hand, they ex- 
pose and condemn all the righteeusness, wisdem, 
and holiness of the world, and also all hypocrisy, 
and the outside form of godliness. And this the 
world will by no means whatever endare: they ever 
rage and roar against it : and they load the godly 
with every kind of ariliclion, because of their unso- 
cial confession: and hence arise all those terrors 
without and those fears within, by which the ehacoli 
of Christ and the saints have ever been ailieted fima 
the kingdom of the devil^ in the midst of which their 
confession is made. 

But amid all these great, and hard, and nomerpna 
afflictions of Satan and the world, the Psalmist has 
this liiiu cousolalion, that his work and cause are 
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right before God ; therefore he comforts and encour- 
ages liimseif by relying on the word of God, and stirs 
Bp and strengtbeos himself onto all ooufidenoe. I 
wilt take (saith be) tbe cop of salvation, aod call 
upon the name of the Lord/' As if he had said, If 
tbey drink my destructiou from tbe cup of their fury, 
and hate and persecute me unto death ; what then? 
** I will take the cop of God's salvation and helping 
grace: " that is (as if he had said). Supporting and 
strengtbeniog my faith with the glad word of thy 
promise, as with strong and generous wine, I shall 
be filled with ^the Spirit, by drinking of that cup; 
and, by ray continuing to preach and spread the 
word, I shall hold out tbe cupi^to others also, who 
confess with me the same trath^ and preach the same 
word ; that they also may draw the same consolation 
with me, out of the same mo^i blessed word oi the 
grace of Grod. 

This (saith the Psalmist) is onr case, and this is 
the way in which we drink of it and nse it. We 
drink of it ourselves, and then we hold it out to others, 
and invite them to drink also ; and this is tbe true 
womhip of God ; and by this we land and magnify 
his name. By this serriee we troly pay our yows 
unto God, namely, the vow of the first command- 
ment, paid unto God by his people ; for tbe greatest 
and highest tow of tbe first commandment is this — 
God, tbe trne, the living God, alone shall be our 
God : we will cleave onto him alone: him only will 
we adore; hiui only will we worship; bim only will 
we seek ; on bim only will we call ! 

As, therefore, in many other Psalms, so also in this, 
yon may see what is the trae sacrlfiee of praise (of 
that praise which is wrought in the htart and in the 
spirit by tbe Holy Ghost, and is not lip-service only.) 



Digitized by Cvj^.' v-c 



510 PSALM CXVII. 

And in thit Piaho yoo msf «teo see that the troe 

prcacbing of the word, and the trae confessim of the 
word, before the worhi, form the bigbeat and most 
preeioiis worship of God. 



PSALM CXVII. 

O FRAisfi tbe Lo&D, all ye nations: prabe him, ail 
ye people. 

For bis mereifol kindoem is greart toward as : and 

the troth of the Lokd endureth for e?er. Praise 
ye tbe Lobd. 

This is a prophecy coneemitig Christ; that all peoples 

out of all kingdoms and islands, shall know Christ 
in his kingdom; that is, in his church ; in that king- 
dom where mercy and grace, and the remission of 
sins, and eternal life, and everlasting consolation, 

siiall be preached against sin, death, the power of 
the devil, and ail evil. This Psalm has been before 
explained in my more fall ccHnmentary thereon. 



PSALM CXVIIL 



An exhortoH^m <» pr^Ote God far Mi mtrc^^—ThB pmJtaM SyMt«f* 
Vtrimc€%hBW€ihham 999AU\» fmse #» GML^-^CKmIm- Urn ^Wf^^ 

O GiVB*tbank8 nnto tbe Lobd ; for Ae m good ; be- 

caase bis mercy enr^tfref A for ever. 
Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for 

ever. 
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Xiet the house of Aaroft mow ftjr» that his mercj 

eiu^ure^A for ever. 
i4Ct ikem mw Unit four the Lobd sajr, thai bis 

mercy cndtirtlA for ever. 

I called upon the Lord in distress: the Lord an- 
swered me, and set m« in a large place. 

The Lord it on side ; I will not fear : what 
can man do nnto me? 

The Lord taketh my part with them that help me : 
therefore shall 1 see tny desire upon them that 
bate me* 

Jt u better to tmst in the Lobd, than to pnt eonfi« 

dence in man : 
It is better to trust in the LoBD, than to put eonii* 

dence in princes. 
All nations conipassed me abont ; but in the name 

of the Lord will I destroy thera. 
They compassed me about ; yea, they compassed 

me abont : bat in the name of the Lobd I will 

destroy them* 
They compassed me about like bees; they arc 

quenched as the fire of thorns; for in the name 

of the Lobd I will destroy them. 
Thou hast thrust sore at mci that I might fall : but 

the Lord helped me. 
The Lobd is my strength and song, and is bc- 

eome my saWation. 
The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the taber- 
nacles of the righteous: the right hand of the 

Lord doeth valiantly. 
The right hand of the Lord is exalted ; the right 

hand of the LoBD doeth valiantly. 
I shall not die, but livCi and declare the works of 

the Lord. 

r 

« • 
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Tbe Lqr0 iMth okattMied me Mnre^ but lie bi^ 
not fiyen ne ovier vnto daoHi, 

Opeo to uie the ^ates of righteonsnesf : I will go 
in to them, and I will praise the Lord ; 

Thii i^ate of tte IiOrd, into whicii tbo rightoovs 
shall enter. 

I will praise thee ; for thou hast heard me, and art 

become my salvation. 
The ftone whiek the builders refoaed is become the 

head iimm of tbe corner. 

This is the Lord's doiog ; it is marveiioas in oor 
eyes. 

This it the day wkiek the Lobd hath made; we will 

rejoice and be glad in it* 
Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord : O Lord, I 

beseech thee, send now prosperity. 
Blessed be he that cometh in the name of tbe 

Lord : we have blessed you out of tbe house of 

the Lord. *^ 

God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light: bind 
the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of 
tbe altar* 

Thou art my God, and I will praij^e thee ; thou art 

my God, I will exalt thee. 
O give thanks unto the hom ; for Ae if good : fbr 

his mercy ^ndarelA for ever. 

This is also a Psalm of thanksgiving. This Psalm, 
O give thanks unto the Lord/' which I so much 
love and admire, is the one which I, in particular, 

call the golden Psalm; and is the Psalm which has 
often revived and comforted me in my temptations. 

The Psalmist gives thanks, and at ibe same time 
utters forth a prophecy concerning Christ, who bf 

his suffering entered into glory ; who is that stone 
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rejected of the builders, which became the head 
of the corner; ns Christ himseif also saitb, Matt, 
xxi. oitiigp tlua Psalm. The Psalmiit also cleaoribes 
with blessed feeliafs of heart the joyfal day of 
the ^spel, the day of salvation and peace, the day 
of joy and coasoiatioQy and the true and glorious 
feastpday. ' 

AmoDg^ other things the Psalmist speaks of the 
church and the cliildren of God, who are to be con- 
formed to the imago of his Son ; shewing, that they 
mast be sarropnded with afflictions on every side, 
and by the cross and tbrongh death enter into glory. 

A brief summary, tiuwcver, like this, cannot set 
forth the great and glorious contents of this Psalm : 
bat my particular and more full Commentary on it 
will supply^ in some measare, what is here wanting. 



PSALM CXIX. 



)S ALEPU. 

Blessed are the undehled in the way, who walk in 

the law of the Lord. 
Blessed ure they that keep his testimonies, and thai 

seek him with the whole heart. 

They also do iw ini({uity : they walk in his ways. 
Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts 
diligently. 

O that my ways were difected to keep thy 

statutes. 

Then shall 1 not be ashamed, when X have respect 
unto all thy eommandments. 
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I trill praiie Uim vttb upriglrtMti of keart, 

tvheo I siidil iiave learaed tL^ righteous judg- 
ments. 

I wiU kaep thy slatatet: O foraako fli# not 
utterly. 

Wherewithal shall a yoani^ roan cleanse bis way ? 

by takino^heed thereto according to thy word. 
With my whole heart have I sought thee ; O let 

me not wander from thy commandments. 
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 

not sin at^ainst thes. 
Blessed art thou, O Lord : teach me thy statutes. 
With my lips have I declared all the jndgments of 

thy month. 

I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies^ as 

much as in all riches. 
I will meditate in thy precepts^ and have respect 

onto thy ways. 

I will delight uiyself in thy statutes: I will not 
forget thy word, 

:i GIMEL. 

Deal bonntifally with thy servant, tkmt I may livCi 
and keep thy word. 

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondroas 
things out of thy law. 

I am a stranger in the earth : hide not thy com- 
mandments from me. 

My fiuul break eth for the longing that it hath onto 
thy judgments at all times. 

Thoo hast reboked the prood tk^i ore ooined, 
which do err from thy commandments* 

Remove from me reproach and contempt; for I 
have kept thy testimonies. 
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Princes al.^o did sit and speak against me: but tbj 

servant did meditate in ihy statutes. 
Thy testimomes also ore mj delight mtd my OQvn- 

Mj sool cleaveth unto the dust; quicken thou me 

according to thy word. 
I have declared my ways, and thoa heardest me.: 

teach mc tby statatee* 

Make me to understand the way of tliy precepts : 

so shall I talk of tby wondrous works. 
My soul melteth for heavioess: streogtheii thoa 

me aceordiog unto thy word. 
Remo?e from me the way of lying: and grant me 

tby law graciously. 
I have chosen the way of truth : tby judgments 

have I laid he/an me. 
I have stuck unto tby testimonies : O Lord, put 

me not to shame. 
I will run the way of thy commandments, when 

thoQ ahalt enlarge my heart. 

n H£. 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of tby statutes : and 1 

shall keep it tmiu the end. 
Give me understanding, and I sb^U keep thy 

law ; yea» I ahall obserTO ii with My whole 

heart. 

Make me to in the path of tby commandments ; 

for therein do 1 delight. 
Incline my heart unto thy tcctlmonieit and not to 

coTctonsness. 

Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity ; and 
quicken thou mc in thy way. 
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Stablish thy word onto tbj senrant, who fi$ devoted 
to thy fear. 

Turn away my* reproach which I fear: for thy 
judgments are good. 

Beholki I have loDged after thy precepts : quicken 
me in thy righteonsness. 

*| VAU. 

• Let thy mercies come also unto me, O Lord, even, 
thy salvation^ according to thy word. 
So shall I have wherewith to answer him that le- 

proacheth me ; for I trust in thy word. 
And take not the word of truth utterly out of my 
mouth ; for I have hoped in thy judgments. 
' So shall I keep thy law continually for ever and 
ever. 

And 1 will walk at liberty : for I seek thy pre- 
cepts. 

I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings, 
and will not be ashamed. 

And I will delight myself in thy commandments, 
which I have loved. 

My hands also will I lift up unto thy command- 
ments which I have loved ; and I will meditate 
in thy statutes. 

X ZAIN. 

Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which 

thou hast caused me to hope. 
This w my comfort in my affliction : for thy word 

hath quickened me. 
The proud have had me greatly in derision: yet 

have I not dcjclined from thy law. 
I remembered thy judgments of old, O Lord ; and 

have comforted myself. 
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Horror hath taken hold upon me becaoae of the 

wicked that forsake thy law. 
Thy statutes bave been soogs ia the house of 

my pilgrimage. 
I have rememhered thy name, O LobD| in the night, 

and have kept thy law. 
This I had 9 because I kept thy precepts. 

n CH£TH, 

Thau an my portion, O Lokd : I have said that I 

would keep thy words. 
I entreated tby lavour with my whole iieart: he 

merciful unto me according to thy word, 
I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy 

testimonies. 

I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy com* 
mandments. 

The bands o^ the wicked have robbed me, hut I 

have not forgotten thy law. 
At midnight I will rise to give thanlLS unto thee, 

because of thy righteous judgments. 
I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of 

them that keep thy precepts. 
The earth, O LofiD, is full of tby mercy ; teach me 
thy statutes. 

TBTH. 

Thou hast dealt well with tl^ servant, O Lord, 
according unto thy word. 

Teach me goud judgment and knowledge: for 1 
have believed thy commandments. 

Before I was afflicted I went astray ; but now have 
I kept thy word. 

Thou art good, and doest good : teach me thy sta- 
tutes. 
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TkmfmmA tef« foffed a lie agwhMC m: hu I will 
keep thy precepts rniHh m§ whole lieart. 

Tlicir heart is as fat as grease : but I delight itt fhjr ' 
law. 

It iff good for me that I hare heea afflicted ; that I 
might learn thy statotea* 

The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thou- 
sands of gold aod silver. 

^ JQD. 

Thy hands have made me and fashioned me : give 
me QDderstaDdiiigt that I may leani thj com- 
maadments. 

They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; 

because I have hopt d in thy word. 
I know, O LoBJ>, that thy jodgmeats are iight» 

and that thoa in faithfalness hast afflicted me. 
Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my 

comfort^ according to thy word unto thy ser* 

▼ant 

Let thy tender mercies come onto me» that I may 
live t for thy law u my delight. 

Let the proud be ashamed : for they dealt per- 
versely with me without a cause ; Imi I will me- 
ditate in thy precepts. 

Let those that fear thee torn nnto mei and those 

that have known thy testimonies. 

Let my heart be sound in thy statates, that I be 
not ashamed. 

3 CAFH. 

My soul fainteth for thy salvation ; but I hope in 
thy word. 

Mine ^es fail for thy word, aayiag, When wilt 
thoa comfort me? 
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For I am Imooiw like a bottle im tke amoke ; yet 

do I not forget thy statutes. 
How many are the days of thy serraQt I wken wilt 
thoa exeeate jadgment on* tbem that petaeeate 
mef 

The proad have digged pits for me» which are not 

after thy law. 
All tby eommaodmeiits are faithful : they perse- 

cate me wroogfally ; help thoo me. 
They bad almost consumed me upon earth: hat I 

forsook not thy precepts. 
Quieken me after thy loTiog-kiBdaeaa ; so shall I 

keep the testimony of thy mouth. 

b LAlfBD. 

For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in lieaTen. 

Thy faithfulness is unto all ficenerations : thou h^st 
established the earth, and it abideth. 

They oontinae this day aeoording to thine ordi- 
nances : for all are tby senrants. 

Unless thy law had hcen my delights, I should theu 
have perislied in mine affliction. 

I will never forget thy precepts : for with them 
then bast qniekened me. 

I am thine, save me ; for I have sought thy precepts. 

The wicked have waited for me to destroy me : but 
I will consider thy testimonies. 

I have seen an end of all perfection : hmi thy com- 
mandment %$ exceeding broad. 

13 tasML, 

O how love I thy law i it is my meditation all the 
day. 

Thoa throagh thy commandments hast made me 

wiser than mine enemies : for they are ever with 
me. 
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I have more undecAtaadiog than aii my teacbm : 

for thy testimoniei ar» mjr oediUtian. 
I Qndmtattd more than tbe aftcienta, hacangd I 

keep tlij precepts. 
I ha?e refrained my feet from every evil wajr^ ibat 

I wigbi keep thy woid. . 
I have Dot departed from tby j udgnenti ; for tliea 

hast taught me. 

How sweet are thy words unto my taste 1 ^m, 
tweeter than honey to my month 1 

Through thy precepts I get understanding : there- 
fore I hate every iulsc way. 

9 NUN. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet» aud a light unto 
my path. 

I haTe swonit and I will perform tr, that I will 
keep thy rlghteons judgments. 

I am a^nicled very much : quicken me, O LOBD, 
according unto thy word. 

Aeeept* I heseech thee, the free-will offerings of 
my month, O LoBD, and teach me thy judg- 
ments. 

My soul is continually in my hand : yet do i not 

forget thy law. 
The wieked have laid a snare for me : yet I erred 

not from thy precepts. 
Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage iur 

ever ; for they are the rejoicing of my heart. 
I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes 

alway, even unto the end. 

D SAMBCH. 
I hate vain thoughts : but thy law do I love. 
Thou art my hiding place and my shield ; 1 hope 
in thy word. 
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Depart from me, ye evildoers : for I will keep the 

comruaDdfuents of my God. 
Upitoid nte aeeordiog vato thy wofd» that I may 

live : and let me not be aaiiamed my hope. 
Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe : and I will 

have respect unto thy Btatates continuaiiy. 
Thoa haat trodden down all them that err from thy 

statutes : for their deeeit is falsehood. 
Thou pattest away all the wicked of the earth like 

dross: therefore I love thy testimonies* 
* My flesh trembleth for fear of thee; and I am 

afraid of thy judgments. 

I have done judgment and justice: leave me not 

to mine oppressors. 
Be sorety for thy servant for good; let not the 

proad oppress me. 
Mine eyes fail for thy salvation, and for the word 

of thy righteousness. 
Deal with thy servant according onto thy mercy, 

and teach me thy statntes. 
lam thy hcrvant ; trive me uuderstaiidiug, that 1 

may know thy testimouies. 
It is time for Met, Lord, to work : for they have 

made void thy law. 
Therefore I love thy commandments above gold ; 

yea, above hue gold. 
Therefore I esteem all thif precepts eoncemmp all 

thin^ to he right; mid I hate every false way. 

Thy teethaenies are wonderful: therefore doth my 

soul keep them. 
The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding onto the simple. 

Y 
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I Opened my neatli, and panted : for I longed for 

thy commandments. 

Look thou spon ine, aod be merciful unto me, as 
tbOQ oiett to do onto those that love thy nrnne 

Order my steps in tby word: and let not any In- 
iquity hcivc dominion over me. 

I>6liver me from the oppreaaion of man : so will I 
keep thy preeepte. 

Make thy face to thine upon thy aerrant; and 
• teach mt; thy statutes. 

liiversof waters run down miue eyea, beoaase they 
keep not thy law. 

:j tsaddi. 

Righteooa uri then, O Lord, and upright ore thy 
judgments. 

- Tby testimonies that thou ha&l commanded t^rt 
righteous and very faithful. 
My zeal hath consumed me: because mine oDemies 
hare forgotten thy words. 

Thy word u very pare : therefore thy servaui 
loveth it. 

I mm small and despised ; yi do not I forgot thy 
precepts. 

Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousne^:», 

and tby law u the truth. 
Trouble aod anguish have taken hold on me ; y€i 

thy commandments wre my delights. 

The righteousness of thy testimonies i$ everlaiiliog . 
I^ive oie understanding, and I shall live. 

p KOFH. 

1 cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LoaD: 

I will keep thy statutes. 
I cried unto thee ; save me, and I shaU koep tb> 

testimonies. 
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I prevented the dawning of tke morning, sind 

cried : 1 hoped in thy word. 
Mine eyes prevent tlie m^*watche», thai 1 might 

meditate in Ihy word. 
Hear my voice» according onto thy loviog-kind- 

nes:i : O LoaD» qnicken according to thy 

judgment. 

They draw nigh that follow after miiohief ; they 

are far from thy law. 
Thoa art near, O Lo&D; and all thy command- 

menu are truth. 
Coaceming thy testimonieSt I have known of old 

that thou hast founded them for ever. 

*1 BBSH. 

Consider mine affliction, and deliver me ; for I do 

not forget thy law. 
Plead my canse, and deliver me : quieken me ae- 

cording to thy word. 
SalvaiiuD is far from the wici^ed: for they seek 

not thy statutes. 
Oreat are thy tender .meroies, O Lobd ; quicken 

me according to thy judgments. 
>lany are my persecutors and mine enemies; yet 

do I not decline from thy testimonies. 
I beheld the transgressors, and was grieved ; be- 

causc they kept nut thy word. 
Consider how i love thy precepts : quicken me, O 

Lord, according to thy loving^kindoess. 
Thy word tt trne frmn the beginning : and every 

one of thy righteous judgments endureth for 

ever. 

W SCHXN. 

Prineee luive peneevted me withoat a eauae : bat 
my heart atandeth in awe of thy ward* 
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I rejem 9i thy woid* m Me that tetefl^^iettt 

^poil. 

X bate and abhor l^ing: but thy law do I love. 
ScTeo limes a-day do I firaiie thee, beeanie^f thy 
rifihteoos |«df mbIi* 

Great pcacr have they which love thy law: and 

noiliiijg sbaii otieud theai. 
LoBD, I iMtve hoped for thy salvatioo, aod done 

tby eomiDaadttieiita. 
My soul hath kept thy tcstimoQies ; aod I love 

them exceedingly. 
I have kept thy preeepis and thy tettiBKmiea: for 

all my waya cr« before thee. 

ri TAU. 

Let my ery eome near before thee, O Lord ; gi? e 
me oDderstanding aeeording to thy word* 

Let my supplicaiioa cooie before thee ; deliver me 

accordiog to thy word. 
My lips shall utter praise> when thoa hast tavght 

me thy statotes. 
My tongue shall speak of thy word; for all thy 

commandments ar« righteousness. 
Let thine hand help me: for I have chosea thy 

precepts. $ 
I Lave longed for tby salvation, O Lord ; aod thy 

law U my delight. 
Let my soul live, and it shall praise thee ; and let 

thy judgments help me. 
1 have gone astray like a lost slieep: seek thy 

servant ; for 1 do not forget thy commandments. 

This Psalm is the most extended in the whole 
Psalter. It contains prayers, consolations, doetdaes, 

thanksgivings, and repeals all these with a varied 
fulness. It is however given forth with a $ieep and 



Digitized by ' 



P8ALM CXIX. 



d26 



blessed intent: namely, that by this repetition and 
fulness, it maj invite and exhort us to }iear and dili- 
gcDtlj to treasore up the word of 6od« For throogb- 
out the whole Psalm the Psalmist exalts onto the 
heavens, with the highest praises, the pure doctrine 
of God's holy word. He sets it forth as to be pre- 
ferred before all gold and preeioos stones, and before 
all the riehes of the world ; as Solomon also beau- 

ti fully speaks of it in his Proverbs. 

On the other band, the Psalmist earnestly warns 
against all false doctrine and against all seonrity and 
oootempt of the word. For no pestilence is more 
destroying than false doctrine, or human doctrines 
without or contrary to the word ot God. And know- 
ing that Satan without cessation assaaits the church 
of God with all kinds of heresies and false doctrine ; 
the Psalmist takes up a great part of this Psalm in 
consolations. 

The principal^ and indeed whole foundation and 
troth of godliness lies In the pore teaching and 
hearing of the word of God. For where that word is 
purely taught and heard, there, to a certainty, will 
be begotten pure and prevailing prayer, calling upon 
Gody diligence In reading, teaching, and exhortation, 
consolation for the weak that are aflUcted and tried, 
strengthening of heart and spirit, joy, peace of con- 
science, thanksgivings, proghecyings, an abundant 
understanding of the scriptures ; and, in a word, true 
religion, and the true worship of God ; and also, con- 
fidence in God under the cross and aiHictions, and 
perseverance unto the end ; and, finally, all the 
blessed operations and gifts of the Holy Spirit, and 
all those things which please God and displease the 
Devil. 

On the ccmtrary, where the pure word is not taught, 
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or where there in a weariness and loathing of 
the word, there the troe religion becomes extin- 
goUbedt and all tme worship of God perishes. For 
where fha tme word of God Is not tao^ti there 
is not any troth of God ; there is foand a ^eat 
noise of external holiness, and the form of g:odliness, 
and hypocrisy ; * there, indeed, is psalm-singing, 
prayer, doetrlnes, consolation, thanksgiving, and all 
the varieties of the worship of Gk>d, with all inter- 
pretations of the scriptures. I will add, also, that 
there yoa may find suilerings and marly rdoois. Bat 
all is outside show ; all is the form of godliness only ; 
ail is false ; all is feigned, and nothing hat lies ; all 
is full of the poison of the devil. Nor without true 
faith in the heart, nor without the divine word* nor 
without the worship of the First Commf ndment, is 
there, or can there be, any tme and real worship 
of God. 

Uow many thousands of priests and monks have 
song this Psalm at their first, third, sixth, and ninth 
hours, in their temples. 

But what did the} do during all their singings? 
They did nothing else but call down God's judgment 
and indignation on their own heads ! For the design 
of this Psalm, in every word of it, is to glorify the 

word of (lod, and to confound, put lo shame, destroy , 
and blot out all hypoarisy upon the face of the 
earth. 

1 Luther is here deeply opening up the extent to which the ** form 
of godliness'* maj be cMTled, yet without the troth anil " powfr** 
* of It. 
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JStflvM fn^Hik affaimt Doeg, reproveth hit tmguet eomfbrimtih ^ hU 
mc$9$arif cmo0natUm wUh the ivicM. 

A Bong of degrees. 

In my distress I omd uato the itOBD, and be 
beard me* 

Betiver my sool, O LoRD^ Arom lying lips, und 

from a deceitfnl tonfj^oe. 
What sball be given unto thee, or what shall be 

done unto tfaeei tboa false tongue t 
Sharp arrows of tbe mighty, with coals of juniper. 
Woe is me that I sojourn in Mesecb| that I dncil 

in the tents of Kedar ! 
My sool hath long dwelt with him that hateth 

peace. 

I am for peace : but, when I speak, they are for war. 

This Psalm is an earnest prayer ; and it complains, 
with deep feelings of sorrow, of those horrible eirils 

which Satan causes in the church by a false and 
crafty tongue: that is, by that virulent and truly 
serpentine tongue which boasts of God and the wor- 
ship of God, and never instructs any one in the truth, 
nor leads them to God. 

For false teachers cause infinite and terrible evils 
in the ehnrch ; and like giants with immense wea- 
pons in their hands, they never strike without in- 
flicting^ some mighty wound : or, like lire-brands 
cast into a grove of juniper trees, they consume in 
all directions, with a sudden and <|evouring flame. 
^And just so, the common people often bnrst out into 
one general flame, even by the throwing in uuiong 
them of one single spark of false .and wicked doc- 
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tffiM ; and not only do tbey fckiae £Mrtk witii a swdden 

flame of their minds and spirits, but even greatly 
admire the error ami the h)r|>ocrisy. For all doctriiies 
of this kind, ai being more congenial to Iramaa 
reaiOB than the troth of Ood, qaickly please men ; 
as Paul saith, 2 Tim. iv. '* They will heap to them- 
selves teachers, having itching ears." 

Meiech are the nations nigh onto Jerosaleoi itself, 
towards the north ; where the Tartars now aiw. And 
Kedar are the Arabs, to the east of Jerusalem. These 
nations are types of all enemies and heretics who 
oppose themselves as ad? ersaries to the tme ehareh. 
The Meseeh of Christians, at this tine are tiie 
Turks, who derive their origin from the Tartars. 
And the Kedar are Mahomet and the Saracens; ior 
they are from Arabia* These with their Alcoran 
have oppressed and laid waste the Gospel in many 
places: and that lire of wicked doctrine, broke out 
into a mighty biaze, just like a brand cast into a 
thicket of janiper trees. 

PSALM CXXL 

A Sods of degrees. 

I wux lift op mine eyes onto the hiUsy from 

whence cometh my help* 
My help eomsM from the Lord, which made heaven 

and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved ; he that 

keepeth thee will not slnmber* 
Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither alooi« 

ber noi sleep. 
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The Lord is thy keeper; the Loud is shade 

upon thy right hand. 
Tbe mn ahaU not amito tiMe by day, nor the amn 

bj niirbt 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he 

shall preserve thy soul. 
The LoKD ahall preserf e thy going ovt, and thy 

coming in, from this time forth, and even for 

everoiorOi 

This ia a Pialm of conaoialion, wherein the Psalmist, 
from his own experience, exhorts the godly to a 

constancy of faith, and to an expectation of help 
and defence from God. For although in the hour of 
temptation God pats off his help, and all things ap- 
pear as if he were asleep, or had forgotten os alto- 
gether, and had left as to be scorched by the heat 
of the sun by day, and by the beams of the moon by 
night ; that is, as though he had given us np to be 
affiicted and destroyed by ail manner of temptations, 
by Satan, by the world, and by sin, day and night : 
yet it is not so; — he has not given us up, as we, ac- 
cording to the weakness of our .flesh, imagine and 
feeK He sees and regards os, and watches oyer us ; 
nor does he snlTer ns to be so bnmt as to be de* 
stroycd, nor so tempted or distressed, as to be swal- 
lowed op of over*much sorrow : and this all blessedly 
experience, who call opon him for his lieip and 
patientiy wait for it 
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J^aeid prqfeueth H» joy for the church, and prayeth/or the peace 

thereqf, 

A SoDf Qt dsfrees of Savid. 

% 
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I WAg f kd wheB they Mud «iilo ne^ Let m go uite 

the house of the Lord. 
Olur ieel shall stand within thy grates, Olera^aiem. 
Jemsalem ii boilded as a eilj that is eoeupMl 

together : 

Whither the tribes ap, the tribes of the Lord, 
unto the testimony of IsraeJ^ to give thanks oate 
the name of the Lobd* 

For there are set thrones of judgment, the Uitoms 

of the house of l>a\id. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper 

that love thee* 
Peaee be within thy walls, anif prosperity within 

thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will 

BOW say, Peaee he within thee* 
Beeanse of the boose of the Lobd onr God I will 

seek thy good. 

This is a Psalm of thanksgiving, it contains the 
feelings of a glad* a rejoicing, and a thankfal heart, 

for that unsjieakable gift ol God, — the ministry of 
his word. This Psalm in the person of the Jews» 
rejoices that God had appointed a certain place* 
namely Jerusalem, in the midst of that people, 
where the name and the word of God had a certain 
dwelling-place and could there be found : and where 
it was administered by certain persons, the Levites 
and the priests, to certain disciples ; namely, to the 

tribes of IsraeK 

For what calamity or misery can be greater than 
to seek the word of God anxiously, and not be able 
to find It? This calamity and misery the ehildren of 

Israel experienced in the times of God's anger, 
when, being forsaken by him, and left to their own j 
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inventions, they sought and worshipped idols. And 
in theae oar times of monkery also, the masses and 
the tra?elKiigs about to so many Marys have gWen 
abundant proofs of what it is to seek the word of 
God and not to find it. 

Oor Jerusalem, onr certain place, is the ebiir€h» 
and onr temple is Christ Wheresoever Christ is 

preached and the sncran^ents are duly administered, 
there we are sure God dwells ; and there is our 
temple, oor tabernacle, onr cherobim, and our 
mercy-seat ; for there God is present with us by 
his word. 



PSALM CXXUL 

A Sods degrees. 

Unto fliee lift I up mine eyes, O thoa that dwellest 

in the heavens* 
Behold^ as the eyes of servants hak unto the hand 

of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden 

unto the hand of her mistress ; so oar eyes wait 

upon the Lord our God, until that he have 

mercy upon us* 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, ha^e mercy npon 

OS : for we are exceedin<rly filled ^v\ih contempt. 
Our soul is exceedingly hiled with the scorning of 

those that are at easCi and wkh the contempt of 

the proud. 

This Psalm is a fervent prayer against all those 
secure and proud despisers of the word of God 
and its true miuistenu And the Gentile nations 
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were not the only deepieert whn oontemned tlie 

whole religiou of the Israelites and the true worship 
of God, aod condemned it aa sedition altogetiier; 
bot tte i^latere attd falie tenohere wJiieh wcvn in 
the midst of that very people themselvea pvondly 
despised and derided the godly, that little flock 
«f Godt and the true prof^etA ; at JPtaiins xii* and 
complain. And in the same way abo onr papists 
and fanaties now, who seem in their own eyes to bo 
more holy than the ^^ospel itself, more proudly and 
contemptoouaiy tkao any others despise* trample un- 
derfoot* and spit npon all true and good ministeis of 
the word of Not to say anything now about * 

that sc( iirity and pride wherein, at this day, even 
our bishops and priests themselves* who are more 
profane than all heathen nations put together* de- 
spise the tme word of God. So that we, as the 
Psalmist saith in its conclusion, are indeed filled 
witii the derision of the rich and the contempt of the 
prood* Bat may God* (and ho wiU I) legaid as, and 
glorify his word. Amen. 

PSALM CXXIV, 

The church blemth God for a miracuUm* deliverance. 
A Sons of dcgreM of DavM. 

If it had not heem the LORD who was on our side* 
now may Israel say ; 

11 it had not been the LORD who was on our side 

when men rose up against us ; 
Then they had swallowed os np qnick» when 

their wrath was kindled against as : 

Then the waters had overwlidmcd us, the jstieam 
had gone over our soul : 
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Tben tire inroad watm liad gone over oar soal. 
Blessed he the LorD| who hath not given us as a 

prey to their teeth. 
Oarioal is etmiped u a bard oat of Ike eaareof 

the loarlers: the anare ia broko!, and we are 

Our help u in the name of the Lord^ who made 
heaven and earth.. 

The Psalmist, in this Psalm, gives thanks unto God 
for defending bis little helpless floek, here in the 
midat of the kingdom of the devil, straggling against 
all temfytations, against tyrants, and against blood- 
thirsting hypocrites; and for deliverino^ them from 
the snares of virulent oalamniators ; the number of 
whom ia 40 groat, that eompared with the little floek 
of God, they are like a sweeping torrent, or a mighty 
deluge, to one solitary rivulet. 

Though, however^ their teeth were of iron ; that is, 
tkoagh their power were infinitely greater than it is, 
and tboagh their snares (that is, their eonning de- 
vices,) were infinitely more crafty than they are ; yet 

Greater is he that is in us, than he that is in the 
world ; ^ he breaks and destroys their teeth, he de- 
feateth their snares, and wonderfully delivers bis 
people, as we have seen it in our own timei>^ on 
many and great occasions* 

PSALM CXXV. 

9%tmifit9qf9mkmirmi4m Gnd.-^A p mif nrfr r tkiffoii$, md agakmU 

the wicked* 

A Sons ol dcftees. 
They that trust in the LoaD ^haii as mount 
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ever. 

A$ the mouaUuiifi are rouod aboot J.erosaleniy S0. 
tiM liOSO if loqnd aboat liit peqplo fnm Immm- 
fortlit eTCD for aver. 

For the rod of the wicked shall not rest upoD the 
lot of the righteous ; lest the righteoaA pat forili 
their bands anio iniquity* 

Do good, O Lord, onto iUte ikmi h§ good, and to 
theni thai are upright in their hearts. 

A« for sack as turn aside uato their crooked wafa, 
the Lord shall lead them forth with the warkeis 
of iniquity : but peaoe ikitt k€ npon laraeK 

This also is a Psalm of thanksgiving containing the 
feelings of an exereised faith : thanking Qod^ that, 
although he sometimes permits false prophets and 

fanatical spirits to prevail, as if llicy would possess 
ail things (which thing God often does so permit to 
be, as a pnnishment for the ingratitadeof his people, 
who valne not the blessing of the word ;) yet he Tisits 
such Hitli the mure teirihle judgmenl, and suHers 
them not to prevail in all things apralnst the right- 
eous, lest the righteous, being entirely broken bj 
too great afflietions and sorrows, should, through 
discouragement and despair, fall away from tht; 
word unto ungodliness and sin. 

For the final end of all false teaehers and bias* 
phemersever is,-— eonfusion, terrible judgment, and 
destruction ; ** And their glory," as the apostle saith, 
*^is turned into shame." But the end of the poor 
flook of £rod, even though the diuroh be proved and 
tried by a thousand fires and deaths, though it appear 
a thousand times over to be oppressed, destroyed 
and extirpated is, — eteraiU iifei eternal ooasoiatioiiy 
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cteiMl glofjFl Tilts is what the Psalmist means, 
when he says, *' The Lord doth good to them that be 
foodt and to then that aro upright in their hearts : 
but aa Ibff than that turn aside unto their orooked 
ways, the Lord shall lead them forth with the evil 
daersi but peace shall be upon Israel/' 



PSALM CXXVl. 

n» ^mth, fMmtt mg Aer incredible return mi ^ ct^tMt^, fMmih 
fir* amdfr^phMtieih thtgood mueu§ thtn^. 

ABaoaofd^gmt. 

Whbn the Lo&D turned again the capti?itj of 
Zion» we were like them that dream. 

Then was oar mouth filled with laughter, and our 
tongue with singing: then said they among the 
heathen. The Lord hath done great things for 
them« 

The Lord hath done great things for u^ i whereof 

we are glad. 

Turn again our oaptivitj, O Loito, as the atreama 

in the sooth. 
They that sow in tears shall reap iu joy. 
He that goeth forth aod weepeth, bearing precious 

seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 

bringing his sheaves wUh him. 

Thi6 is a Psalm of thanksgiving for deliverance from 
the Babylonish captivity; whether it was written 
aft^r the capttvity^or before it, as a prophecy to com- 
fort the Jews with the certain hope of deliverance, 
and that they should not despair, is uncertain : but 
ai what partiottJar time it waa written^ it matters noU 
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TkiB Psakn ends willi a mnarkabte and fio- 
rioQS cooelvfioD ; wbicb eabtaoMt to a few words, 

the whole counsel and the immutable decree of Goa 
coAcerniug his church ; namely, that it belioved 
Christ im to Mrffor, mmd ik&a tm be inted and 
exalted of God aad iloriiod. ▲ad m alto ChristiaM 
mast first till up a certain measure of afflictions be- 
lure they enter into their joy; while, on tbe contrary, 
the men of the world fill «p a eertala aieasoreof thdr 
joy before they are eternally panished and damned. 

The church, therefore, is that poor little helples<% 
ihx-kf in the midst of a wici^ed natioQ. They are that 
little company who pray, erj, are tempted^ and are af- 
flicted by the world ; who sow In tearSt bat reap in joy. 
*' iiut, ' says the Psalmist, they went, and wept as 
they went, sowing prscioos seed ; hut thej shall 
come again with joy» bringing their , shea? en with 
them/' 

These afflictions, and these deaths of the saints are 
very precious ; hence it is that the Fsaimist calls 
them preeioos seed ; " beeanse they are followed by 
the most fraitfol crops, and by the most abnndant 
liarvests. Bat we infants in grace, we poor little 
children, under our tears and our sighs, understand 
not the mecy or the«miftd, or the will ef oar hom*^ 
Tcnly Father in these aH l etk m s : nor ean we see or 
nnderstand how precious this seed is in the sight of 
God ; who calls even death/' (which is the worst 
and lowest of all these seeds precioas ; " Mijimg, m 
another place, Precions In the sight of the Lord is 
the death of hi.s .saints ; and God sets this precious 
seed thus sown by his chiidreO| before all the trei^ 
stires of the world. 
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The tkrtm (^f God'u bksidng, — Good childrm are hUgift, 
A toof <tf degmtfor Soknnoii. 

SxoBPT the LoBD build the hoote, they labour in 

vain that baild it: except the Lord keep the 

city, the watohmao waketb but in vain. 
IritTaia for yoa toriM op ear^» to sit op lato, to 

eat the bread of sorrowa : fwr so he givetb his 

beloved sleep. 
Lo, children are au heritage of the Lord ; and the 

frait of the womb t# hi$ reward. 
As arrows mre in the hand of a mighty man ; so are 

children of the youth. 
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them ; 

tbej shall not he ashamed, hat they shall speak 

with the enemies in the gate. 



in 




mi. 





dootiine^ It is of the same sahject-matter as that 

contained in the book of Solomon, called Eccle- 

siastes. The Psalmist teaches, that ali governments 

and eommonwealths lif htly eonstitoted are the good 

and free gifts of Ood : and that none of them oan be 

either rightly constituted, at the first, nor preserved 

afterwards, by any human wisdom or might: bat 

that all these things are in the hand of God : that, 

wbete he giveth not peaee^ where he glr^ not men 

desirous of the arts of peace, and \vise therein, w here 

he holdeth not the helm of the state, — that there, all 

haman wisdom^ however great, ali laws^ all ordi- 

nanoei^ all might, all arms, all preparations are vaio^ 

z 
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la the QAzt plaooy tlie Psalnitt Milh, Ikti wime 

God blesseth not a domestic Inmsoboldt where be 
giveth not concord between husband and wife, sac- 
mjiwd happiness iu the bnnf^iiig upofchildrao^diii- 
fence and UiMnknm to wummKwmtB md mid* 
servants ; there, all laboer aad indaatry and toil are 
vain: conceminj^ all which I have spoken more 
kugaly in my nore fall commetitarj on this paalau 



PSALM CXXVIII. 

Tktmmirw ifiiiliif i wl\rl/Ubm i%m ihittj^ €M. 

A Sons of degrees. 

BuiABD if efety naa UmiI faaralk the Loed ; thai 
walketb in bis ways* 

For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands : happy 

shalt thoQ be, and thall be well with thee. 
Thy wife tkM ^ as a fraitfai viae by the sMes of 

tiitne boose : tby chiidfen like olive-plants loond 

about thy table. 
Behold, that thus shall the man be biased that 

fliafeUi the Lord. 
The LoBD shall bless tlMS eat of Son: and tfcoa 

shalt see the good of Jemsaiem ail days of 

thy life. 

Yea, thoa shalt see thy ehUdcen*s chiklfett» md 
lieam npen Istnel* 

Tuib is a Psalm of consolation, wherein the Psalmist 
extolsy with the highest praises, marriage, as a iM^y 
sad godly kind of lifit, insttetad of Ood hiassoM: 
The Hely Spirit bete eomforts and eneoarages aH 
hosbands aad wives with a divine consolation ; and 
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confirms and fortilies them agadast all those wrong co« 
gHatioBt and Ihouglrtt of hoaiaB raaton ; wbleh reaioti 
doas B&t leak at wliat goad tbara la in oaarriage, bot 

only beholds and exaggerates what of evil there may 
be in it ; and thus blaspliemes the glorioas work of 
God in lha twa saxaa* Haoaa, bare arlsaa all those 
Maapbemooa sayings anong the heatbaiit 'Tbere 
are three great evils in life ; fire, water, and woman/ 
Bat Solomon saith^ Ha that fiodeth a wife fiadeth 
a goad thing.'' 
' Tbia Psalm raakida ImabaBda and wiTes that tbay 
should not look at the labours, the troubles, the cares, 
Of the various lemptations and trials which are to be 
endured in maniafe ; init tbatlbejr should rather keep 
their eyes fixed on the word and will of God ; from 
which they ought to hold themselves assured that 
marriage was not a baman invention^ nor a matter 
oasnally eontrived of men ; bat that the whole haman 
race were, from the beginning, created and formed 
of God, man and woman, and that neither of the sexes* 
nor their design can or oaght to be altered or 
ebanged by men, by tbe do? 11, or any other creature, 
any more than the sun and moon and their offices 
can or ought to be altered or changed. 

God, saith the scripture, created tbem male and 
Itoale, and blessed tbem. Marriage, tberefora, is 
that kind of life, which, as being the creation and 
institution of God^ greatly pleases him. If, there- 
fore, tbou shalt obey God ber^n, and sbalt keep tbe 
eyes of tby faitb ixed on tbe good, aad on tbe bles- 
sings of marriage ; if thou shalt obey the command- 
uient and tiie call of God in taking to thyself a wife, 
tbe aaxea created of God will not be ?ile, bot pre^ 
oions in tby aigbt : and all tbe little tranbles and 
trials of marriage shall be drowned and lost in 

z 2 
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that divine blessedness, — the knowing: Hmt Ood 
favours husbands and wives, and is present with 
tbem ; that the joining of marriage is one of his own 
wmkM ; and that lie provides for, and defeoda those 
who are joined together. 

To fortify thyself, therefore, against all that blas- 
phemy of human reason and of thedeviJ, by which they 
eondemn marriage, hold thoa fixed in thine heart that 
heavenly word, And the Lord made them male and 
female, and said. Be fruitful and multiply.*' And if 
thou fear the Lord thoa sbalt be happy, and it shall 
be wM wiik lAer in marriage, even thongh tke vin- 
lent and hiaspheming month of the devils and liis 
whole world together with him, should say it shaU 
be evii with ikee ! 



PSALM CXXIX. 

ilfi exhorkMon to praUe God for aaving Jtrmd in their great affiictUmt,— 

Tk» haHtvoftikB ^mehmn mrmi, 

A boDg of dtgiees* 

Many a time have they afflieled me from my yovtii, 
may Israel now say : 

Many a time have they afllicted me from my yoath: 

yet they have not prevailed against me. 
The plowers plowed open my haek : they made 

long their furrows. 
Tiic Lord is righteous: he hath cot asunder the 

oords of the wicked. 
Let them all be confounded and tnnied bnoii that 

ImteZions 

Let tlieni be as the grass upon the house-tops, which 
withereth afore it groweth op ; 
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Wherewith the mower fiileth not his hand, nor be 

that bindeth sheaves, his bosnm. 
Neither do they whieh go by tay^ Tbe blmijig of 

the Louo he upon yon ; we bless yott in the naoie 

of the Lord. 

This ia a Psalm of thanksgi?ing, wherein the people of 
Israel give thanks nnto the God of Israel for his deli- 

verances and consolations of everj^ kind : seeing that 
from the beginning he had often mightily and marvel- 
lonely delivered them from the hand of their enemies* 
aa we have it reeoided in the hooka of Jodges and 
Kings ; \\ here we find that the Israelites were often op- 
pressed by tbe cruel power and tyranny of their Gentile 
enemies, who afflicted them for a long timoi and, as it 
were, plonghed upon their backs (as the Psalmist 
saith) and made long their furrows, and held them 
most cruelly under their yokes ; until God sent them 
a Saviour, and delivered them both from the plough* 
ers and the ploughs, and their yokes also. 

At the conclusion, the Psalmist prays against them ; 
or rather, prophesies that they shall perish, and shall 
be burnt up like grass upon the house-tops ; as it 
also came to pass : for all the enemies and the na- 
tions that were adversaries unto Israel perished ; but 
Israel remained, and was afterwards lifted up with 
new consolations. 

In the same way also all the wicked and the ene* 
mies of God and of his word, are like grass upon the 
house-tops ; which flourishes, indeed, like a thriving 
garden, as if it would remain ; but before it is grown 
wp^ it withesa, is burnt np, and beeomes of no use 
whatever. So also tbe enemies of the word, and all 
erroneous teachers, when they are sliining in pride 
and magnifying themselves in their hoastiags against 
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God, witiief m a sudden like tlie Mling grass ; 
while Cbristiaoji and the ohurcli of GUid fiourisb for 



PSALM CXXX« 

Tkt Pmhtist prqfettHk kk^epB praiftTt amd hhpaHmegim hefe.-^ 

flip loribtfHMli Mt9ttflt9h$p&in Gtiim 

A Song of de^e«t« 

Out the deplhi haYO I criod ttBta thee, O Lob»: 
Lord, bear my vaieec l#t tkina aan be aftasthre t6 

the voice of my supplications. 
If tbosy Lord, shoaldoftt maik iniqaiiias, O Loffd» 

who abaJUtEBd? 
But there is forgiraaasft wilh Ibee, that Um maarail 

be feared. 

I wait for the LOBDi^ mj ftoui doth wait, aad in bii 
word do I hope. 

My soul waiteth for tbe Lord mare tban they that 
watch for the morning : I jn^^ mffr€ tkm thc^ 
thai watch for lha norning* 

Lei Israel bope in tbe Lmd: far wilb the Lou 
there is mercy, aod with him is plenteous redemp- 
tion. 

And be abali redeem Israel from aU bk iaM|«liafc 

This is a very blessed Psalm and a prayer unto God, 
proceeding from a spirit and feeling of heart troly 
I>avidieal: for thin Psalm eoafesaes that none is 
righteons before God on aoeoont of bis own works 
and merits, but only through grace and by faith in 
tbe promise of God, freely giving the remission of 
sins and peaee by Jesoa Cbrist : en this promise of 
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God the Psalmist relies ; and with this word of pro- 
mift* he supports and comforts himseif wiuui eUrug^ 
gUog in the depths of sis and helK 

And he exhorts nil Israel wilk a load Toice, to 
learn and to do the same. " For (says the Psalmist) 
with thee only is meroj^ and with thee is plenteous 
ledemption, tlMit then mayesi be feaied : ^' that i% that 
then may est be worshipped with the worship of the 
iirst and greatest commaDdmcnt, — with the sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. And he (cmtinnes the 
Psalmist) shall redeem Israel from all hia iniqai- 
ties that is, neither Israel^ nor any man, Aall be 
delivered from sin, from the power ot ihe devil, and 
from death, in any other way than by the grace and 
the free remissiott of sins : bnt he shall* withont these* 
remain in the deep ; that is* in the kingdom of sin* 
death, and the devil, and under the w rath of God. 

Behold in how few words this Psalm expresses 
the most glorions things I The Psalmist is a traly* 
great teacher of divine truths, and of the whole sum 
of godliness. He has a clear and thorough view of 
these giorioas promises* I will put enmity between 
thee and the serpent, and between thy seed and his 
seed : thou shalt bruise his head:^^ and* In thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed/' 
The Psalmist wraps op both these promises in that 
one vetae* *^ And he shall ledeem Israel from all his 
iniquities/* 



PSALM CXXXI. 

David prqfemng hU humility , exharMh Imui to hp^ in God, 
ir epos of Pegrrett of nsvlA. 
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Jjomr my fcMit li imlmughiy, nor mimm eye^ lofty: 
neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or 
in things too high for me. 

Smly 1 hwe belMmd oi ^viotod myaelf, at • 
«liM tlMt Is wemoed of Us mother: my seal ti 

even as a weaned child. 

hu Isimol hope io the LoftD, from heoeefovth sad 
for ever. 

This is also a blessed Psalm, contaimog, in a few 
brief words, the same most impevtant doetrine which 
was taoght also Id the pfeeediiig Psalm,— that we 

are not to trust in our own righteousness or works: 
and it attacks all proud and arrogant hypocrites, 
who, by haman strength, attempt works beyond all 
homan powers, namely to pamfy God ; and iinder-' 

stand not the power of grace nor the remission of 
sins; but endeavour to pacily God by their own 
works. 

My heart is ^ot lifted up/' (saith the Psalmist) ; 

as if he had said. Those proad saints (as they ima- 
gine themselves) being ignorant of ail trials and 
temptations, and spiritnai things, trast greatly in 
their own works, and know not what sin is, nor what 
the anger and judgment of God are. Bat I, being 
broken down and bumbled by these things, know 
wliat they are. For wheneTer I lea?e off to trust 
elosely and wholly to the promise of grace ; as often 
as I cease to suck the breast of mercy and prosused 
pardon, my rest is gone, and I begin to weep and 
howl with distresses and straits of eonseienee ; jost 
as a Kttle newly^weaned infant cries unceasingly, 
ni^^ht and day, for the breast of its mother whioh it 
has lost. 

The snm therefore of ail true religion and godliness 
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is this, " Let Israel hope in the Lord : ' that is, 
there is no other 3«UvatioOt there ia no other conso* 
lation, there is no other enre poaoe of eooiofoiHie for 
any moital, than the apprehending and enbraofaig 

the promise of graec. Take eare, thercfure, that thou 
neglect not this true mother's breast for thy soul; 

heed that thou lose it not oat of thy moalh ; 
for this breast alone is that whieh can relieve, refresh, 
and qniet thirsting and sinkini^ coiisciciices, in any 
of their agonies on account of sin. Christ alone is 
atomal lifts penoe» and eonsolation I 



PSALM CXXXII. 

J)nvid in hig prafjer cnmrmndrth unto God ^he religiofus care he had for 
the ark.— His prayer at the removing qf the ark, with a repetition qf 
God's promisee. 

A floof of Decrees* 

Lord, remember David, and all his affliotioos ; 
How he sware nnio the Lobd, and vowed nnto the 

mighty CM of Jaeob ; 
Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my 

house, nor go up into my bed; 
I will not give sieep to mine eyes, or slnmber to 

mine eyelids, 
Until I find out a place for the Lo&D, an habitation 

for the mighty God of Jacob. 
Lo, we heard of it at £phxatah; we fonnd it in the 
' fields of the wood. 
We will ^o into his tabernacles; we will worship 

at his footstool. 
Arise, O Lobd, into thy rest ; thou and the ark of 

thy strength. 
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Let thy priMi* W clotbad with rifhtiOHiiefli ; wd 

let thy saints shoot for joy. 
For thy servaot David's sake ttun oot away the 

iftoe thine MMMatadL 
Tke LoBD htttb wmrnm im trntfa uai# DstU, 1m wMl 

not turn from it ; Of the fhiit of thy hody will 1 

set upon thy throne. 
II thy ohiidreo will keep my covenant, and my 

teitinony that I shali teaeh them, iMr ehitdMi 

shall also tit upon thy throne for avemoni. 
For the Lord hath chosen Zioo: he hath desired 

it for bis habitation. 
This If my rest for ever : here will I dwell ; lor I 

have desired it. 
1 will ai)nndantly bless her provision : I will satisfy 

her poor with bread* 
I will also clothe her priests with salvation ; and 

her saints shall shont alond for joy. 
There will I make the horn of David to bud: I 

have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 
His enemies will I clothe with abMiC ; hat upon 

himself shall his emwn fleorisb. 

This Psalm is a prayer, in which Solomon and the 
people of Israel bef^ of God to prescfw the priest- 
hood and the kingdom % that is^ that he would main- 
tain the true religion, the true worsiiip of God, and 
a prosperous and happy state of the kingdom amon^ 
that people* In a word, it is a prayer to God that i 
be wonld'be pleased to pieserre the misialry of the 

word above all things ; and then also the laws, the 
magistrates, and the public peace: for where those 
two things, the word and the laws, aie rightly con- 
stitnted and pieierYed, there all things go well with 

a kingdom. 

I 

Digitized by G<.j..'^ic 



FSALM CXXXUL 



S47 



Id the eleventh verse, the Psalmist, turning his 
eye, as it were, to the promise, feels the fallest assur* 
«Mettat be U Ward. For G4mI bad pioaiised by 
oath that he woold dwell in that place, aaniely, ia 
Jerusalem or Zion ; and would bless both the priest- 
hood and the kingdom, if they woo Id keep the com- 
maodmoBts of their Gtod, and qbey him. 
* Why the Ptalmitt ealb, in the sixtfi wiw, Ala 
habitation of God, Jerusalem, " Ephratah,'* and *'tbe 
fields of the wood,'' is explained in my more full 
eoOMientaiy eleewhefe, ob these Psalms of J>e- 
grees/' 

PSALM CXXXIIl. 

The benefit qf the communion qf saint*, 
A soDff of degrees. 

BmnohD, how good and how pleasant tt tr for bre* 
thren to dwell together in unity ! 

It is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
that ran down upon the beard ; even Aaron's 
beard ; that went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ments; 

As the dew of Hermon, and as the deiv that de- 
scended upon the mountains of Zion : for there 
the Lord oommanded the blessing, soeii life for 
evemmo* 

This Psalm contains an important doctrine, and an 
oxhortation onto ooncord in the ehnreh, and also in 
the state ; and espeoially an exhortation onto nnity 

in the Spirit ; concerning* which Paul speaks, Phil, 
ii.; and also, it exhorts unto agreement in doctrine, 
smd onto peace in general. Iiet the wise, the strong. 
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ftfid the huly, (tbe PMifofst uMld «ay,) betr with 
aiul support the simple, the weak-minded, and the 
infirm ; which is indicated and implied hj the two 
iimiiita^M of olotmeiit'' ami dew/' 

The PMtaiiit alhidM to tbe priettiMod end the 
kin^om. For divine hannony and agreement in the 
priesthood, or ia the doctrine of the trath, is a great 
and lovely gift of God, and diffoaeth a fragraeoe 
like preeioiw ointmeot ; and this ftmganee deaeendetii 
or runneth down ; that is, unity in tbe doctrine of 
truth, ruos down from the high prieat Aaron, down 
hii beard, and even onto the skirts of his oiothii^; 
that is, down to all other teaohers of the troth. 

And tliis dew of Hermon " signilies literally that 
dew which revives the flower of Lebanon ; and, spl- 
ritaally, the ooneord of Lebanon ; that is, of Jerasa- 
lein. For, as the natural dew fmetifies Lebanon, and 
all the places near unto Lebanon, so concord in divine 
and spiritual things causes a idngdomto flourish aud 
prosper. 

WheroTor, theiefore, eonoord in a state and in its 

church flourishes, there God dwells with all Ms 

grace and blessing ; but w liere there are dissensions, 
divisions, and discord, there is the dwelling of Satan. 

PSALM CXXXIV. 

An esthoriaHont^ Mnt GMT. 

A soDg of degrees. 

Behold, bless ye the Lokd, all ye servants of the 
Lord, whioh by uigbt stand in the house of 
the liOBD. 

Lift up your hands m tbe sanetnary, and bless tbe 

LuiiD. 
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Tiie Lord, that made lieavea and eartb» blaas tbee 
out oi ZiQii« 

This again is a vary short and brief Psalm, but it 
Gontaias a most blessed doctrine. It teaches and 
exhorts priests and Letitesi to perform tbe daiies of 
tlMir office diligently, and to be constant, and carafnl 
in the worship of God ; that they be instant day and 
night in teaching and exhorting by the word ; as 
Paol exhorteth Timothy to the continual preaching 
of tbe word ; saying, be instant in season and oat of 
season.'^ As if he had said, Be thou ever at the duty 
of thy office ; teach, exhort, rebuke ; exercise both 
thyself and others nnto godliness by a constant 
preaching of the word ; and continne therein, CTcn 
though &ouic be turned unto fables, and others despise 
thee. 

For where the pure word of God is not sought and 
learnt, there, most certainly, is no worship of God ; 

there, of necessity, perishes all true religion; and 
there as surely perishes also, the good and prosperity 
of thcnatioB; which is certainly cither deserted of 
God, or inToWed in darkness, errors, and the power 
of the Devil. But where the word of God continues 
in truth, and the scriptures are rightly set forth, there 
God gives his blessing. And although Satan will 
there greatly oppose himself to, and will afflict both 
the church and the state ; yet God, w ho made the hea- 
vens and the earth, and who is therefore greater 
than all creatures and the De?il also, preseryes that 
ntato and that church ; and, on account of their hold- 
in^ fast his name and his word, he saves them, even 
though they be ungrateful and unworthy of his sal- 
Tatien. 

Let all ministersi and preachers, and bishops 
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bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord &lc. 
pertaioA unto them ; teaching them to know that the 
Mglmt wonhlp of Ood Is p r a a o h iwy of the wotd ; 
th ofo b y wo piofaod ni oolclnmlod the aone 

and the benefits of Christ. 



PSALM CXXXV. 

Am eghortoHm to pnUm €MJ^ kk mmcy^for Mt^ower^fvt higjudg- 
Moilf. TkBwmUifqfMi* An tgharMomio HmOod, 

Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the name of the 

Lord ; praise Atm, O ye servants of the Lobd. 
Te that stood is the hoose of the Losd, kk the 

eoorts of the hoose of oar Ood, 
Praise the Lord ; for the Lord ig good : sing 

praises unto his name ; for it is pleasant. 
For the Lord hath ehosea JTaoob unto bimsetf, 

mul Israel for his peenliar tieasore* 
For T know that tlie Lord is great, and that out 

Lord is above all gods. 
Whatsoever the Lord pleased, ih^ did he is 

heaven, and im earth, In Hhe seas, and all deep 

places. 

Ue caussth the vapours to ascend from the ends 
of the earth ; he raaketh Hfhtniags for the ralB : 
he brhigeth the wind out of his tr easories. 

Who smote the first-born of Egypt, both of man 
and beast. 

Wk9 sent tekoBS and wooders iato the snidsl of 
thee, O Egypt, npm Phsiraek, aad apeo all Ms 

servants. 

Who smote great nations, and slew mighQr kings ; 
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, ^ibon king of the Amoritcs, and Og king of Ba*- 
Shan, ami all the kingdoms of Canaan : 
And gavo their land fmr aa liedtage^Kan hentaft 
unto Israel las people. 

Thy name, O Loud, endureth for ever ; and thy 

memorial, O Lord, throughout all generations. 
For the JLobd wiU judge his people^ and he will 
repeDt himself ooaoeiniBg his servaMts. 

The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the 

work of men*s bands. 
Thejr have mouths, h«t they^speak not ; eyes fauTe 

^ey, bat tbey see not ; 
They have ears, but they hear not : neither is there 

any breaUi in their mouths* 
They that make them are like nnte then : to it 

every one that trnsteth in them. 
Bless the Lord, O house of Israel; bless the 

Lord, O house of Aaron : 
Bless the Lord, O house of Levi ; ye that fear the 

L0BD9 bless the Lord. 
Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, which dwelleth 

at Jerusalem. Praise ye the Lord* 

This Psalm Is a Psakn of thanksgiving; exhorting 

all priests and ministers of the word to preach and 
to praise God in* his ^reat and marvellous works» 
done in Egypt and in the land of Cannae, liiat the 
people might not target God and his wonderful 
works, and be turned unto idols, and false kinds ef 
worship ; which very soon takes place through se- 
curity or oontempt ; where the word of God is not 
taught diligently and with a great willingness and 
fervor of heart ; as we have already seen in the 
preceding Psalm. 

But where God judges a people; as the Pialmist 
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teu it foitli, ▼me 14 ; tbatis, when €M bytlM mmidi 

of his ministers, judges and condemns oar sin; 
IteM lie BMiMfefte liis grace unto us; there ia a 
^and of irm eonsolatioii fpr aWsled rowerteaeee; 
tliere God is found and known, (for ho is toamd in 
' no Qther places and doctrioes than these ! ) there, to 
a oertaioty^ lie will be propitioas and mercif ni to iiis 
aervant Bat, where the word of God ia not ; there 
God is silent ; for where he doth not preach, he doth 
not judge ; and there, to a certainty, is the wrath oi 
God and blindness. Thecefore,'' (as saith the 
Paalmiat) Praise ye the name of the Lord; praise 
bim, all ye servants of the Lord : that is, preach the 
word and explain it, with all diligence; and pro- 
claim the works of the Lord. 



PSALM CXXXVI. 

An exhortation to give thanJu to God J or particular mercies, 

O GIVE thanks unto the Lord ; for he is good: for 

his mercy eTukereih for ever. 
O f^ve thanks unto the GU>d of goda : for bia merey 

endwreth for ever. 
O give thanks to the LoBD of lords ; for bia joaercy 

endurefl^ for ever. 
To him who alone doeth great woadera : for his 

mercy endureth for ever. 
To bim that by wisdom made the beavena : for hia 

mercy emdur^ik for ever* 
To him that atretohed ont the earA dbove the 

waters : fur bis mercy endureth for ever. 
To him that made great lights; for hia mercy 
tuyiiitr^ far ever. 
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The son to rule by day : for his mercy emkareth for 
eter. 

The moon nnd stnri to nile by night: for bfai 

mercy eyidureth tor ever. 
To him that smote Egypt in their first-born: for 

hii meroy midm§tk for ever. 
And bromght ont Israel from amongst tkem : tor 

his mercy endureth for ever : 
With a strong hand, and with a stretched-onl arm : 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 
To liim which divided the Red Sea into parts: for 

hiis mercy endmrM for ever: 
And made Israel to pass through the midst of it: 

for his mercy endureth for ever. 
Bnt overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red 

Sea : for bis mercy endnrHh for ever. 
To liim which led his people ilirough the wilder- 

ness : for his mercy endureth for ever. 
To him which smote great kings: for his mercy 
. endureth for ever : 

And slew famous i(.it)gs: for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

Sihon king of the Amorites: tor bis mercy en- 
ilm^A for ever: 

And the king of Bashan : for his mercy en* 

dureth for ever : 
And gave their land for an heritage : for his mercy 

endureth for ever : 
Bven an heritage onto Israel his servant: for his 

mercy endureth for ever. 
Who remembered ns In oor tow estate : tor his 

mercy endureth for ever : 
And iiHth redeemed us from onr enemies: for his 

mercy endureth for ever. 

S A 
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Who giveth food to all lieiih ; for bis mercy en- 

dureth ior ever. 
O gif e thanks ontD tbe God of boa^ea ; for his 

merojr cnAcrsf A for eror« 

This Psalm is a blessed and general tbanksgiviiif 
ior the iaiito, aaspeakaUe, and iiever*failiag mer- 
eies of God» both witii resiMOt to the body and the 

soul. Id this golden and glorious Psalm, the 
Psalmist's design is to embrace and set forth a sum- 
maij, as it were, to ail priests and ministers of the 
word; as a pattern for the snbjeet matter of all 

sermons, exhortations, and Psalms to be delivered 
to the people: that all false and wicked doctrine 
might be avoided, and also all false worship of God ; 
and that God nnght be worshipfied tralj widi that 

worship required by the first commandment of the 

Decalogue. 

For this ought to be the som and substance of all 
trae worship,— Let os praise the Lord, for he is 
good, for bis mercy endareth for ever:'' that is, 

praise, laud, and proclaim, without ceasing, the io- 
finite largeness of his grace. Learn ye, from his 
wordy that as he hath promised, so he is ever present 
with as, and continnally bestows his blessings opon 
us ; and that the riches of bis goodness are bound- 
less and inexhaustible* 

Xo fortiQrour hearts, therefore, against the devil, 
(wheee whole aim and employment is to deMroy in 
our hearts faith in God, and the knowledge of his 
goodness and mercy, and to east us under doubting 
and sofrowi) the Psalmist npetitB this holy sentenee 
at the end of every veise— For bis merey endotvth 
for ever : by which words, so often repeated, 
the holy man wishes to impress and fix on our 
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hearts the doctrine of g^race and the worship of the 
first eommaiidiDeiit : as if he had said, it is the 
iBfinito goodness of CM, and sot asijr haniaa works 
or merits of yoar own, that has done all these won- 
derfol things for yon. It is the pare and unspealcable 
^greatness of God's goodness and grace, that pours ' 
forth all these things upon yon, and therefore they 
are poured forth upon you freely and without any 
merit or deserving of yours, and evea while you are 
wboily andcserving of such mei o i sa ^ 

In this repeated expression also the Psalmist 
refers, after the manner of the prophets, to the 
promise of Christ to come ; for it was from no works 
of maOf nor from any merit of theirs, that the promise 
of Christ was given unto Abraham, which said, In 
thy seed shall ail the nations of the earth be blessed." 

I«eam, thou, therefore, to rehearse and impress 
upon thine own heart, and on the hearts of others 
also, this repeated conolusion of eaoh verse $ that it 
may be a bulwark for thee against the devil, who is 
ever maliciously jewing our temptations, and saying, 
that it is not the mmy of God, bnt his jud§mmU, 
that endareth for ever." Hypoerites and enthu- 
siasts sing not, nor can sing, this blessed conclnsion 
of the verses, Fox his merey endoieth for ever/' 
They enn only sing, * For oar goodness endmnth for 
ever/ But do thon, Christian, hrotfiery hold Ihst this 
doctrine of a Davidical heart; the truly divine and 
heavenly doctrine of the remission of sins ; a re- 
mission enduring for ever,'' and which sin ean 
never destroy ; which alone overcomes the devil and 
all errors, and which alone can give the conscience 
rest under ail temptations, and the agonising oon-^ 
fiiots of death< . 

t AS 
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Tht €&Mt€me^ qf ihg Jew in eaptivif^/- The prophet cuneth Mdam and 

Babel, 

By the mm of Babykm^ ikere we sat down, yeii 

we wept, when we remembered Zioii* 
We hanged our harps upon the willows in the 

midst theieof* 
For there they that eairied ns away eaptiTO re- 

quired of us a son^ ; and they that wasted «s 

required of us xsiixih^ saying ^ Sing us one of the 

songs of Zion. 
How shall we sing the Lord's song m a atiaoge 

laud ? 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand 

forget hmr emmiMg* 
If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 

to the roof of my month ; if I prefer not Jerap 

salem above myoliief joy. 
Remember, O Low, the children of Edom in the 

day of Jerasalem ; who said. Rase Ut rase t^, e^m 

to the foundation thereof. 
O daug^hter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed . 

happy *haU he he^ that rewardeth thee as thou 

hast ser?ed as. 
Happy ikaU he he^ that takeOi and dasheth Ay 

little ones against the intones. 

This Psalm is a prayer in the persons of the captives 
of Babylon ; whether we understand it as bavlnip 

been written after the captivity, or before it in the 
way of prophecy. The captives here pray for the 
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city of Jerusalem ; tliat is, for the place of the word 
and the worship of God ; for all these Ibings bad 
been destroyed by the Babyionians.. 

This Psalm shows ns that the first ooneem of all 
that fear and know God should be the preservation 
of a place for the ministration of the word, and for 
tlie troe religion and trae worship of Ood. For, as 
bere, wban JenMalm is destroyed^ Babylon and 
Edom, and all other wicked nations rejoice, and 
triumph over the grief and the tears of the people of 
God, which adds great bitterness to tbeir afflictions. 
Bat SQch enemies shall never enjoy their triumph 
unpunished of God. They themselves shall be laid 
waste in their appointed time, and shall be utterly 
overthrown and laid in ruins and in ashes; their 
floarishing youth shall be destroyed by the sword, 
their children shall be dashed against the stones, 
and neither age nor sex shall find mercy. But Israel 
and the people of God shall remain for evermore. 
In this manner fell Babylon, that queen of nations : 
and in the same manner also shall fall all the Baby- 
louians and Edomiles in our day, who rejoice, like 
their forefathers, in the afflictions and calamities of 
the true church of God. 



PSALM CXXXVIII. 



Hagt 9f tkg tarih MU praim G9d.^Ht pmfomthkitem^idmoB li» 
God* 

APbalmof David. 

I WILL praise thee with my whole heart: before 

the gods will I sing praise unto thee. 
1 will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise 
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lliy DMne for thj loviogkfBdMtt and for thy 

truth : for thoa haat magnified thj word above 
all thy name. 
In tbe day wbea I eried tho« aagweredst me, mnd 
etiengthe — dat ma tsM ftten^ in my aonl. 

All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O 
Lord, when they hear tbe words of thy inoaih* 

Yea^th^ ahall eiag in the wnya of the XiOBd: ftr 
ffeat t» the glory of Ae Loibd« 

Though the Lord he high, yet hath be respect 
onto the lowly ; but tbe proud he koowelh afar 
oK 

Though I walk tn nldet of tioMe, «im win 

revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand 
against tbe wrath of mine eneoueSy and thy right 
hand ihall aave me. 
The LmD will perfect ala# wkUh eoneemefli ne : 

thy mercy, O LoRD, endureth for ever : forsake 
not tbe work of thine own handa. 

This is a Psalm of general thanksgiving nntn Ood 

for a!! his help against enemies : and it prays that 
the kingdom of Christ may come ; and it prophesies 
also that even lungs and nations shall hear the goepel» 
shall lender thanks nnto God for the same, and shall 
know and worship him in tmth ; and shall acknow- 
ledge tbe eternal kingdom of Christ, namely, bis 
exaltation over all things, and over every name tiint 
is named ; and tiiat he sneeonrs, helps, and saves 
humble, tempted, and afflicted sinners. 

In the conclusion of the Psalm, tbe Psalmist prays. 
Forsake not the work of thine own hands ; that is, 
Ralfe op, establish, and preserve this promised king- 
dom of Christ, for the ^ake of which thou hast chosen 
this people. 
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David ^aUeth God for his aiUeeiny pravidaice, and /or hUis^^nite 
mtrek»»^B0 d^^kth the wicked,— ffe praycthfor etncerUy. 

To the drier Mottcteo. AFMlmofMrid. 

0 Lord, thon hast searched me, and known tne* 
Tkoa koowest my downsitting and mine uprisiog» 

thoa miderstaiidett mj thought afar off. 
ThoQ oompasseat my path and my lying down, and 

art acquainted with all my ways. 
For there i* not a word in my tongae, but, io» O 

Lord, tboa knowest it altogether. 
Thon hast beset me bekind and before, and laid 

thine hand upon me. 
iSuck knowledge u too wonderful for roe ; it is high, 

I eannot attmin ante it. 
Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or wMther 

shall I flee from thy presence? 
If I ascend up into beayen, thou art there: if I 

make my bed in hell, behold, thou arl there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, oiul dwell in 

the uttermost parts of the sea ; 
Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right 

hand shall hold me. 
If I say, Sorely the darkness shall coYer me ; even 

the night shall be light above me. 
Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee ; but the 

night shinetb as the day : the darkness and the 

light are both alike fe thee, 
•For thou hast possessed my reins ; thou hast co- 
vered me in my mother's womb. 

1 will praise thee ; for I am fearfully mi wonder* 
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fally made: marvellous are tjijr works; %md tkM$ 
my soul knoweth right well. 
My sobstanee was not hid from tteot when I was 

made io secret, and curiously wrought io the 
lowest parts of the eartii. 
Thine eyes did see my substanoe» yet being on* 
perfeet; and in thy book all my mmnber^ were 

written, which in continuance were fashioned, 
when yet there wo* nooe of them. 
How precious also are thy thoughts nnto mOt O 
God I how g^eat is the sum of them ! 

If I should count tliLni, lbe> are mofc in number 
than the sand; when i awake, I am still with 
thee. 

Sorely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God : depart 

from mc, thcierore, ye bloody men. 
for they speak against thee wickedly, and thine 

enemies take My name in vain. 
Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate thee t and 

ain iiol I gricvtid with those that rise up against 
thee? 

I hate them with perfect hatred : I connt them 
mine enemies. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart : try me, 

and know my thoughts : 
And see if thure he ang wicked way, and lead me 

in the way everlasting. 

This is a high and glorious Psalm of thanksgiving, 
wherein the Psalmist, with a marvellons fervour of 
spirit, touches on that all-high matter, — ^God's pre* 
destination of all things ; and proclaims that incum- 
prebensibleness of the divine wisdom and goodness, 
whereby, in a wonderful manner, he himself and all 
men, with ail their affairs, all their wor|u and all 
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their thoughts, both the greatest and the least, were 
prede^ioated oi God from everlasting. This mani- 
Md wiftdom of God is iaoompielieiisible to flesh and 
bkiod! 

" Thou, O Lord (sailh the Psalmist) hast searched 
me oat and known me ; thou koowest me altogether ; 
tiMMi nndenUndest my thoaghts long before they 
areeonceWed by me. Wherever I move, whither- 
soever I go, thou surroundest me on every side ; and 
being ever present v^itb me, thou beholdest all my 
undertakings, and my works, and my ways, and all 
that I think of doing or undertaking* There is no 
speech, not even the least word, upon my tongue, but 
thou, O God, knowest it, before I otter it. Thine 
eyes beheld me, when yet imperfect in my mother's 
womb; and thou didst wonderfaily form and fashion 
me there." And (ver. 6) the Psalmist exclaims, 
** Sach knowledge is too high and wonderful ; no 
mortal thought can attain onto it." 

Here, it is as if the Psalmist had said» it is not in 
the capacity or powers of any mortal to think or de- 
termine how iic will lead his life, what lie will un- 
dertake, what be will do, what he will speak, what 
he vrill think, where he will go, or to, or from, or in 
what place he will turn ; but all our acts, motions, 
and thoughts, are nothing less than the works of God 
ewer present with us, doing and ruling all things as 
he will. And hence (ver. 19.) he utters his indigna- 
tiou against the wicked; saying, Surely thou wilt 
slay the wicked, O God." Here he burns with zeal 
against hypocrites, who, being ignorant of all the 
vrarfcs and words of Ood, and utterly blind and mad, 
ascribe all their doings to their own works and 
merits. 

These mortals are perpetually patting forth and 
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boaitiDf of tboir own aMIitj sod works, mi4 «re ewt 

relyin?!: on their own doing^s and merita, and ascrib- 
iog onto tboiiisaives that glory which belongs to God 
alone ; whereas they bare not one of their words ta 
their own power, as of, or ftom, thenselyes ; bat all 
their words and thoaghts are in the hand of God.— 
This glory, I say, they arrogate to themselves, when 
they are all the while so far from the wisdom of God 
and his diTlne works, that they neither know ^em- 
selves nor any one part of themselves ; nor understand 
how they were formed or fashioned in the womb of 
their mother ; nor what their own body is, nor what 
are its properties and organs ; nor what their eyes 
are, nor what their brain is ; nor what the orig^in and 
nature of that motion is, by which their body is 
moTod; and, in a word, when they know not what the 
son I and this natural life are ; nor whenee arise dl 
those various rnotionsand affections of the mind with- 
in, nor how they are uttered outwards by the tongue. 

Wfaen« therefore, this whole that we are, aad ttis 
all that we do, are not our own wisdom or doing, hut 
God's ; and since we cannot comprehend these earthly 
things; since, I say, we neither can know nor do 
any one of these earthly and corporal things, as of 
ourselves ; how awful a sin is that enormous arro- 
gance, whereby we profess that we have so much 
power in ourselves and in our free-wiii, that we can 
nnderstand God, and do his diiine and spiritual 
works, and deliver ooraelves from sin, and death, 
and hell. 

Wherefore (ver. 20.) the Psalmist utters his holy 
indignation against such hypocrites and teaoheis ot 
human works and doings ; saying, <^ Thine enemies 

speak blasphemously ajj^ainst thee, O Lord, and they 
are proud and lifted up against thee without cause. 
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Graard thou tne, and prove aad Irj me, that I maj 
oMthma io the riglil way ; the waj thftt is tme and 
etetnal ; that it, In the way of the knowledge of the 

word of thy grace. 



PSALM GXL. 

Uavidprayeth to be delivered /ram Saul arid Doeg—Ueprayethagayut 
t%em,^Be eontforteth him»e\f by confidence in God, 

TO Qi« ditar MiMidan. APMlnofOftTld. 

I>fiLXV£& jBe» O Lord, frooi tiiee?ii man ; preserve 

me from the violent man ; 
Wbieh imagine mischiefs in their heart: eontinn* 

ally are they gathered tog^ether /or war. 
They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; 

adders' poison is under their lips. Selab. 
Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the wieiced ; 

preserve me from the violent man, who have pur- 
posed to overthrow my goin^a* 
The piond Imve hid a snare for me, aad oords : 

they have spread a net by the way-side : they 

have set gins for me. belah. 
I said unto the Lord, Thou ari my God : hear the 

voiee of my supiilioatloos, O Loia>. 
O God the Lord, the strength of my salvation; 

thou hast covered my head in the day of battle. 
Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the wicked s 

further not his wicked device, hit they exalt 

themselves. Selali. 
A$ for the head of those that compass me about, 

let the mischief of their own lips cover them* 
Let burning ooals fall upon them : let them be cast 
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into the fire ; into deep pits, that they rise not 

up again. 

Let not an evil speaker be established in the 
earth : eril shall hunt the violent man to over* 
throw Ana. 

I know that the Lord will maintain the caase of 
the afilicted, and the right of the poor. 

Sorely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy 
name ; the upright shall dwell in thy presenoe. 

This Psalm is an ardent prater against those hypo- 
eritest who not only cause many offences, and lay 
many nets and snares for them that go on the right 

way, but proceed with terrible threats and nnceasini,^ 
cruelty against all who will not approve and follow 
their errors and wicked wajrs. 

The Psalmist therefore here prays that Qad would 
be pleased to disappoint their counsels and purposes, 
and all the wicked plots which they form, and de- 
vise, and to turn them on themselves and on their 
own heads; that all these enemies of the people of 
God may perish with that horrible judgment with 
which Pharaoh perished in the Red Sea, who, beine 
at the same time struck with lightning firom heaven, 
and overwhelmed with the waves of the sea» was ut- 
terly destroyed. 

This Psalm affords an abundant consolation to the 
godly ; as the Psalmist saith in its conclusion, The 
wicked shall fall into their own nets, whilst, that I at 
all times escape/' 
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J>a»ld pra$eth that hU tmit nutp be acceptahlet Mf emueitnet tbteen, tmd 

A Psalm of David. 

Lord, I cry an to thee : make haste unto me ; give 

ear unto my Toice, when I cry unto thee* 
Let my prayer be set forth before thee tu incense ; 

and the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice. 

Set a watch, O Lo&d> before my month ; keep the 

door of ray lips. 
Incline not my heart to evil thing, to practise 

wicked works with men that work iniquity: and 

let i0e not eat of their dainties. 
Let the righteons smite me ; it shall he a kindness : 

and let him reprove me ; it shall hs^n excellent 

oil, which shall not break my head : for yet my 

prayer also shall be in their calamities* 
When their judges are oTcrthrown in stony placeSi 

they shall bear my words ; for they are sweet. 
Oar bones are scattered at the j^iave's moutii, as 

when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the 

earth. 

Bnt mine eyes are nnto thee, O God the Lord : in 

thee is my trust ; leave not my soul destitute. 
Keep me from the snares which they have laid for 

me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity. 
Let the wicked fall into their own nets^ whilst that 

I witbai cscajje. 

This Psalm also is a ferment prayer, wherein the 
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Piatadit pniy» to be deliTetad Iron widnd teMbm, 

who pretend to speak of peace, and craftily use soft 
and nattering words, after Uiey have found that they 
ean pve?ai] oolliiiig by tenmsand threats. JUet the 
rifhteoas,'' laith he, ''smite im:*' that is, I bad 

rather that t me and faithful teachers shou Id rebuke 
and condemn me, and reprove my ways, tbaa that 
hypoeiites shoald flatter me and applaad me as a 
saiot. 

And farther, (saith the Psalmist) although I suft'er 
affliction for the sake of that true and soand dootrioe 
to whioh I oleaTe» aad thovgh* bj afflietioDS retwoiag 
again and again, my bones be broken in pieoeo and 
scattered like clods of earth before the penetrating 
and dividing plough ; yet I had rather he reproved 
and smitten by godly and trae teachers, and so ae- 
luowledge my sin» and rest npon the promise of God, 
than hear all the flattering words of those hypocrites 
who deceive themselves and others ; and who pretend 
to have peace with God, when there is no such peaoe 
onto them* For all smh teaehers and their hypo* 
erisies shall be horled, as it were, from a mighty 
precipice, and they shall suddenly be dashed to 
pieces and shall perish together ; their glory ahaii bs 
harried into eoafosion, and their end shall be alter 
destraetion; and then it shall aHMir how Utter 
their pleasing doctrine is. ■ 

PSALM GXLII. 

Donid shexmth that in hi$ trouble o/l Mi fTfiufhrf lifTi tfrif nnfir tm(o 6«4. 
MMdkiiQf oavU) aJPnjrcrwlMBliswstiiaMseiv. 

■ 

I CBiBD nnto the Lobd with my voiee: with my 

voice unto the LoBD did I make my sup|iiicat4iM% 
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I poared out my complaint before him : I shewed 

MiDie bim my Irosble* 
WkM my spirit «m Of^fwlMloMd wtthte ne» thw 

thon knewest my path ; in the way wherein I 

walked have they privily laid a snare for me. 
I l«ok«4 M mjf right haiid» and beheld^ hot tker* 

W09 no man that woald know me ; reftige failed 

me; no man cared lor my sonl. 
I cried unto tliee^ O Lord : I said, Thou art my 

refngti mmd my portion in the land of the lif ing. 
Attend onto my cry ; for I am bronght very low : 

deliver me from my persecutors : for they are 

stronger than I. 
Bring my sonl ont of prison, that I may praise thy 

name: the righteous shall compass me abont; 

for thoa shall deal bountifully with me. 

This Psalm is a prayer ; wherein the Psalmist, being 
now snrrounded with peril on every side, cries onto 

God out of prison, as it were, by reason of the t» rtat 
cmelty and malice of false teachers, who persecuted 
him on aeooant of the word. 

As the people of Israel vrere a stiff-necked people, 
their Cainish malice and bitterness had so hardened 
them, that they stoned, rejected, and killed the troe 
prophets, on aeooant of their preaehing of the word, 
and oiaintaining the true worship of God ; and had 
given themselves up to hypocrisy and idolatry ; and 
all this, their histories of them testify ; as does Christ 
also, (Matt xxiii«) and Stephen. (Acts ^ii.) 

Hence, as these things were fully known, so we 
find most of the Psalms grievously complaining of 
the cruel malice of false prophets and hypocrites. 
And jiwt in the same way, from the very beginnibg, 
iiypocrites and false teachers have afflicted the true 
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church of God ; and the true saints in all agesfomid 
it necessary to cry unto God continually, as^ainsi all 
saeh liypoorites and Cainiah pretenders to saiotship. 
All this Is abandantly testified by the histories of 
the times of Elijah and king Ahab and Jesebel ; when 
all the true prophets of the Lord were compelled to 
flee and to hade tbemselves, to escape the farioas 
oroelty of these adversaries ; all wfaieh histories might 
have been adduced as examples in this Psalm. And 
the recent times of the Arian heresy afford also a 
plain example of the same persecntion and malice, 
when all the oatholie bishops were eompelled to 
flee ; for Satan neither ean nor will OBdure tbe pure 
word of God ! 

PSALM CXUII. 

David prapeih/or favour in judgmerU — Tie complaineth qf his yru^B,-^ 
He »tren0th«ii€th ki§faUh hp nMtaiim amd prayer u-^m prtM^eth /ar 
fineBffUr dMMnme€,M mmeti^lctUUm^M 4utrwBl^9f hU mmdm 

A Psalm David. 

Hbar my prayer, O Lord ; give ear to my rap- 
plications: in thy faithfulness answer me, mtd 

in thy righteousness. 
And enter not into judgment with thy servant : for 

in thy sight shall no man living be justified. 
For the enemy hath perseentedT my sool ; he hath 

smitten my life down to the ground: be hath 

made me to dwell in darkness, as those that bath 

been long dead. 
Therefore is my spirit oTorwhelmed witbin me: 

my heart within me is desolate* 
I remember the days of old ; I meditate ou all thy 

works : I muse on the work of thy hands* 
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I stretch forth my hands unto thee : my soal 

thtr^Mk alter tbee, as a thirsty land. Selah. 
Hear me speedily, O Lobb ; my spirit faileth : 

hide not thy face from me, lest I be like uuto 

them that go down into the pit. 
Caose me to bear thy loving-kindoess in the mora* 

ing; for in thee do I trast: eansemeto know 

the way wherein I should walk; fo^ I lift up my 

seal unto thee. 
Deliver me» O Lobd, from mine enemies : I flee 

unto thee to bide me* 

Teach me to do thy will ; for thou art my God: 
thy Spirit u good ; lead me into the land of up* 
rightness. 

Qnieken me, O Lord, for thy name's «ake : for thy 

ris^liteousness' sake brinsc my soul out of trouble. 
And of thy mercy cut oii mine enemies, and destroy 
all them that affliet my sool : for I am thy ser- 
Tant 

This is a prayer, expressing the deep feelings of an 
afflieted and agonising eonseienee. The Psalmist, 
being in the midst of the sense and peril of sio, and 
terrified at the judgment of God, begs of God not to 
enter into judgment with him, and firmly cleaves to 
the promise of mercy* and of the remission .of sins. 
He complains, on the other band, of hypocrites and 
teachers of the law and of w^}rks ; by means of whom, 
as bis instimments, the devil terribly, harasses the 
godly, and loads them with varioos trials and straits 
of mind and conscience, and endeavours to draw 
them away from the certainty of the divine promise 
unto doubt ; in which state, consciences are horribly 
shaken with fear and darkness, and the dread of the 
wrath of an unappeased God. 

2 B 
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''The enemy,*' mM Dsvid, ^'lia^ pemcoted my 
soul ; he hath made me to dwell iii darkness, as those 
that have beeo long dead ; therefore my spirit is over- 
wMmed within me,'' Heie Dmvid refen to Aoie 
jitrftiti into whieh ooneeieMeB m east by time who 
lay upon them hardens too beary to be borne, (as 
Christ saith coDcerning the Pharisees, Matt, zxiii.) 
And yet will not «o mneh aa toaeh them witii one of 
their fingera. And henee this Paahn Ueaaedly ahows 
that there is no sure or solid consolation for con- 
sciences, save for those who depend on the promise 
of the free raniadon of aina» and on the word of Ood'a 
gfaee : Bntar not,'' aaith Dafid, into jadgasent 
with thy servant, O Lord^ for in thy sight shall no 
man living be justitied. 

That afflioted hearts and eonseienoes oan find rest 
in no other way than this, all the seiiptoral histories 
bear witness. All the holy patriarchs, from the be- 
ginning of the world, were justified before God by 
the free, anmerited imputation of rightooosaess,. 
and not by their own works ; as Peter also teatilies 
(Acts XV.) concerning the law, " Why tempt ye God ; 
to lay upon us a yoke which neither we nor oox 
fathers were able to b^r. But we believe that by 
the giaee of onr Lord Jeans Ohiistf we shall be savodt 
as they." 

** I remember," says David again," the days of old, 
I meditate on the works of thy hands ; as if he bad 
addedy * By these, thy works fkom the befinniag, I 
eomfort and support myself in all my temptations : 
for all the ^reat saints from the begrinning were 
saved, not by any merit of their own fighteousMsa, 
bnt by graee alone : they were delivered freu aia 
and from ike wrath of Ood, by fiuth in CbrisI the 
promised seed : as Abraham also was^ by the name 
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grace of God in Cliristi called oat of idolatry/ Joshua 
xxiv. 2, 3. 

Therefoie God leaTOS here no fiMad for any mor- 
tars boasting in his own works and merits : and yet, 
by this doctrine of works Satan hath never ceased to 
distress and torment consciences, contrary to the 
nmifeit woids and woike of God. 



PSALM CXLIV. 

David blesseth God for his mercy both to him and to man. — f7e praf/eth 
that G&d would powerfully deliver him from his memieji. — JTc pnrtniMth 
to praise God, — JJe yraydh for the happy ttate qf the kmgdmn. 

A FMtan of Dttvld. 

Blessed he the Lord my strength, which teacheth 

my hands to war, mnd my fingers to fight : 
My goodness, aad my fortress; my high lower, 

and my deliverer; ray shield, and he in whom I 

trust ; who subdueth my people nnder me. 
Lord, what is man, that tiioa tidiest knowledge 

of him ! er the son of matti that thon makes! 

aceoant of him ! 
Man is like to vanity : his days are as a shadow 

that passeth away. 
Bow thy heaTens, O Lobd, and oome down : tonch 

the mountains, and they shall smofee. 
Cast forth iightning'^ and scatter them: shout out 

thine arrows and destroy them. 
Send thine hand from ahove ; rid me» and deliver 

me ont of great waters, from the hand of strange 

children ; 

Whose mouth speaketh vanity, and their right 

hand is a right hand of falsehood. 

a B 9 
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I will siii§^ a new wmg onto tbee, O God ; upon a 
psaltry and an instrument of ten strings will 1 
sing praises unto thee. 

liitke that givetb salvatioii onto kings : wbo do- 
liveretk David his aervant from tiie bnrtfnl 

sword. 

Hid me, and deliver me from tbe hand of strange 
ehiidren, whose month speakoth Tanity; and 
their right hand u a right hand of falsehood : 

That our sons^may be as plants grown up in their 
youth; that our daughters viay be as corner- 
stones, polished t^Ur the simiUtnde of a palace: 

Thai our garaers may he fnll, affording all manner 
of store : that our sheep raay bring forth tliou- 
sands and ten thousands in our streets : 

That our oxen nuty he strong to lahonr; thai there 
he no breaking in, nor going out; that lAersk 
no complaining in our streets. 

Happy u tliat people that is in such a case ; yea, 
happy ii that people whose God is the LoB]>. 

This is a blessc d Psalm oi thanksgiving for kings, 
princes^ and all magistrates. David here, as a king 
and a magistrate himself, who had to govern the 
state and earry on wars, confesses that all prosperous 
and linp])y government, all success at home and 
abroad, all the arts of peace, and all victory in war, 
are the good gifts jof God ; and that a man can no 
more effect these things by human wisdom or 
strength, or by any ability of his own, than he can 
hold the mil lions of minds of nations bound unto 
himself, and make their multitudes obey him alone • 
for what could any mortal man do towards preaerr- 
ing whole kingdoms, and cities, and provinces in 
quiet from sedition and commotions amid ali the 
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iofiQite malice of the devil and the world ? Every 
mortal man would fail« like a Tanishiag shadow, 
before the thought of saeh au undertakiog. 

But the God of ail luajcsty, as Isuiah saith, is the 
Lord of ail the kingdoms and kings of the earth. 
He, as Daniel saith, removes and establishes king- 
doms. That monarch of heaven and earth also 
taketh down oue king and sittetli up another. And 
he it is, who, in the time of peace, curbs the wills 
and holds the minds of the mnltitade, and stills all 
civil commotions like the waves of the sea, against 
all the raised winds of the devil. And it is the same 
God also, who, in the tii%e of war, terrifieth the 
enemies of a nation, and maketh their hearts to 
tremble, when he thunders in the heavens, when be 
touches the mountains and s^reat hills of nations 
and of peoples: he is terrible; and who can stand 
before him? When he strikes the hearts of the enemy 
with fear, it is easy for as to conquer. Bat what 
human wisdom or power can strike this terror, or do 
or ordain such mighty things ? 

David then prays against the deeds of his own 
people, andrebnkes their an godliness. The Israelites, 
because they had that especial honour and glory of 
being the people of God, were above all people of a 
stiff-neck ; prond, seditioaSi avarioioos, envions, on* 
believiiig, and disobedient ; aod all these things they 
manifested in their conduct to Moses, to David him- 
self, and to other godly kings* And althoagh they 
saw David, in the same manner as Moses before 
him, with the manifest presence of God, and with 
great and divine miracles, governing the state, and 
condacting wars snccessfally, in the midst of the as- 
saults of enemies on every side ; yet falling into 
pride and security, from a coiilidence in their high 
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title, as the people of God ; tbey showed themselves to 
be DO better than those of their forefathers, of whom 
Moses saitk, ^'Ye hmf9 ftlw«]rs toea a rriMttiMu 
and stUr-aeeked i^ople befbre the Lord, flroai tbe 
day that I first knew yoa/' For the people of David 
were earnaily affeeted and uogodlj; and were as if 
tbey had aaid, ^ CoBHaaadt aad eaoraMMd agaia, if 
thoQ wilt ; Mpect, aad expeet still ; wd why dosi 
thou preach unto us faith, whereas we all the while 
continue in aiUietion ? Those whom God favors, 
aad to whom he shows mercy, he Messes : to them 
he gi?es wives* cUldrai, riehes, hooses, laads, aad 
ali things, and happiness in all things ; and happy are 
the people that are in such a case/ Nor were false 
prophets wantiag, to dwell opoa temporal promises ia 
their preachjag, aad to witiistaad the trao proph^; 
denying that those were the favorites of God who 
were not blessed with temporal prosperities; and 
saying that all the saiau of God were so blessed* 

Against those, thereliMe, JDavid aow most far- 
vently prays, and encourages himself in heart and 
in faith by his past experiences of God's mercies 
and deliyerances. If, (saith ]>avid,) thou hast 
aforetime deliveied ma fima the sward of Goliath, 
and hast given mo the vielory, as thoa bast dona also 

unto other kings; so now defend me from this un- 
godly* hardened, and unbelieving people ; who poilJ>er 

regard Ood nmr his oivil miaistens vho eaia not 
with what evils a good king is sanaaadod ia his 

government, nor what perils of war prevail, nor 
what blessings of peace are enjoyed ; bat are aa 
ignoraat and anfooling herd 9 the vary diefa aad 
sink of men : yea, Tory swina, who regard Bothiag 

hut their belly; whom it is more difficult to rule, 

than to condoct tb^ most fierce and pealooa waia. 
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Exactly like unto these are some o( oui nobles and 
eilizens and countrjmeii now ; who, for the sake of 
thttr baUjr» (rMifde md ifMit upon all trae raligian 
and good learsiaip $ oiid indaod on all thiiiga boman 

and divine. 

David liere attacks these ungodly ones with a 
most aeveto rebuke ; eaUing tbem strange child- 
ren;'' hereby catting np ishtd glorying of theirs, 
wherein they boasted of bein^; the cbiidreu ol Abra- 
ham, and the peculiar people of God : and yet were 
all the while wone than any beatben nation, and 
were false children and strangers ; for they bononred 
God with their mouth and with their while their 
• heart was far from him. 



PSALM CXLY. 

Ihmd praiieth God for hit fame, /i>r hit goodnett,^ Mi Mm gi m ^for 

hU jf rmt d mt m, ffr mmlm$ mm^ * 

BMfl^s PMin of pnM. 

I WILL extol thee, my Ood, O king ; and I will 

bless thy name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless thee ; and 1 will praise thy 

name for ever and even 
Great is the LoRD, and greatly to be praised ; and 

his greatness is unsearchable. 
One generation shall praise thy works to another, 

and riiall deolare thy mighty nets. 
I will speak of the glorious honour of thy m^|esty, 

and of thy wondrous works. 
And mm shall speak of the might of thy terrible 

nets \ and I will declare thy greatness. 
They shall abundantly utter the BMmosy of thy 
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great goodDess, and shall sing of thy righteous*- 

The LosLD ii gracious and full of compawoa ; 

•low to angor* and of great m^y. 
The Lord is good to all and Ua tender merem 

are over all his works. 

All thy works shall praise thee, O LoBD ; and thy 

saints shall bless thee. 
They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdo■^ aad 

til Ik ot" thy |)0wer ; 
To make known to the sons of men his mighlfjr 

acts, and the glorioos miyesty of his kingdom* 
Thy kingdom i$ an everlasting kingdom, and thy 

dominion r /^/;/ rff/i thronghout all generations. 
The Lord upboldetb all that fall, and raiselh ap 

all ikM9 that he bowed down. 
The eyes of all wait npon thee ; and thoa givest 

them their meat in due season. 
Thoa openest thine hand, and satishest the deaijv 

of every living thing. 
The Lord ir righteous in all his ways, and holy in 

all his works. 
The LoKD is nigh unto all them that call apon 

him, to all that call npon him in tmlh» 
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him : he 

also will hear their cry, and will save tLcui. 
The Lord preserved! all them that love him : bat 

all the wicked will he destroy. 
My month shall speak the praise of the Lohd: 

and let all ile&li bless his holy name for ever 
and ever. 

This is a very blessed Psalm of thanksgiving for the 

kingdom and dominion of Christ, which God was about 
to raise up among the people oi Israel ; for it was 
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on account of Christ, that this whole people was from 
the beginning chosen out of all other nations; and on 
aoeoQBt of Christ also that the law was given anto 
them, and the whole Mosaie worship established. 

This Psalm also most especially urges forward that 
highest and most excellent of all works, the peculiar 
and most glorious worship of God, whieh the first 
table of the decalogue demands ; that is, the sacri- 
fice of praise. The Psalmist in the most exalted 
expressions proclaims the power of God, and his 
infinite mercy ; which is above all his works. 

The whole Psalm presents to us a wonderfal dis- 
play of the eloquence of the Holy Spirit; setting 
forth, by a great depth of feeling, and by a luxuriant 
abnndance of words and expressions, the glorious 
height of the worship of God embraced in these 
words of the first commandment of the decalogue, 
AM THE Load thy GodT' And the Psalm 
prays that men may acknowledge the kingdom of 
Christ, " That thy power,'' says David, •* may be 
known unto men, and the glorious majesty of thy 
kingdom : " that is, that it may be known by the 
gospel, that there is no other deliverance from the 
power of the devil, and from sin and eternal death, 
than by faith in the word of thy mercy and grace, 
given nnto ns in Jesus Christ 

The power and kingdom of Christ lies hidden 
under the outward appearance of the cross and of 
weakness; and the word of the gospel is a con- 
temptible doctrine with the wise and powerful of 
. the world ; for the gospel/' as Paul saith, is the 
wisdooi of God hidden in a mystery." And again, 
saith he, Christ crucified, is, unto the Jews, a 
stnmbling'block, and onto the Greeks foolishness/' 
Qat when this kingdom is, by the preaching of the ^ 
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wofd, md by the iMtbtag m4 the eonfesiieB efthe 

saints, made known before the world, it is proTed 
to be the kiagdom of God aod the power of God. 

TlittI wkieh the Paftkniai Mitht (yttm 14) pertains 
espeeially onto die kingdem ef Chriet, which fi a 
kingdom that ^^upholdeth all that fall, and lifteth 
up all them that are down;" for Christ u the king 
of tiie afflicted* of the floor, of the fallen; and the 
king who jitttilKei einiien and raim the dead: by 
whom God is reconciled unto us, and hears us as a 
father; falfiUing the desire of them that fear hinif 
and feeding and elothing as whoas the world hoteth. 
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of hell. 

From a worshipping admiration therefore, of the 
largeness of the giaee of God, the Psalmist breaks 
ont into this fervent wish and prayer, and let all 

flesh bless his holy name ; " as if he had said, tlic 
blessings and riches of the kingdom of Christ are 
tniniease and nnseaichable ; as Paol also saith* 
Thanks be vnte God for his nnspeaknhJe gift.* 



*9 
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The Psalmist wweth perpetual praises to God,^fie exhorteth not io 
trust in man. —Cod, for kk p omt r»Jw t ik $ , mtnfh cmi kk^/iam, Ucmff 
wortbif to b$ tru9tetL 

Pbaisb ye the LonD. Praise the Lobd, O my 

soul. 

While I live will f praise the LoBZ>; I will sing 
praises onto my God while I have any being. 

Pot not yonr trost in prineesi mt in the eon of 
mani in whom there is no help. 
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His breath goeth forth, he retarneth to his earth ; 

in that very day his thoaghts perish. 
Happy is k€ that Amih the God of Jaoob for his 

help, whose hope is in the Lord his God : 
Which made heaven, and earth, the and all 

that theieiB i$; which keepeth truth for ever : 
Which exeoiiteth jndg^nt for the oppressed : 

which giveth food to the hungry. The Lord 

looseth the prisoners : 
The LoBD opeoeth ths «yei of the httnd : the Lobd 

raiseth them that are bowed down: the Lobd 

loveth the righteoas : 
The Lord preserveth the strangers ; he relieveth 

the fatherless and widow : hot the way of the 

wicked he tnnieth upside down. 
The Lord shall reign for ever, eveji thy God, O 

Zion, unto ail generations. Praise ye the Lord. 

This is a Psalm of thanksgiving; and it contains a 

blessed doctrine ; namely, that we ought to trust in 
God, who alone can defend; and who does defend 
faithfully all those that tmst in him, and all those 
whom the world hates and easts oat. And the Psalm 
shows, that we ought not to trust in an^' man, not 
even in kings or princes, nor in the mighty, nor 
in the rich, as the world do. For (as the Psalmist 
. saith) ^< it is God alone that can mightily and glo- 
riously deliver out of affliction , *' and all trust in 
man is deceitful and vain ; for (to say nothing 
nhoul the vanity of soch trost in all other par- 
ticalars) no man knoweth any tUng certain respect* 
ing his own life ! 
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The Prophet eshorteth to praise Cod for his rare of ilie churrh, hts 
and his mercy: — to praihe him for his providence to praise 
him for kU bleesU^fi upon the kingdom, for hit pcwer over the meteore. 

Praise ye the Lord : for it is good to sing praises 
onto our God ; for it is pleasaat, atui prai&e is 
comely. 

The Lord doth build ap Jerasalem: he gathereth 
together the outcasts of Israel. 

He bealeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up 
Ifaeir wonndfl. 

He telleth the number of the ttam ; he calleth 
them all by their names. 

Great if our Lord, and of g^reat power : his under- 
standing If infinite. 

The Lord lifteth np the meek: he casteth tfie 

wicked down to the srround. 
Sing QDio the Lord with thanksgiving: sing praise 

Upon the harp unto oar God : 
Who covereth the heaven withelonds, who pro- 

paieth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to 

grow upon the mountains. 
He giveth to the beast his food, and to the yoniig 

ravens which cry* 
He deligliteth not in the strength of the hofse ; he 

taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. 
The LoBD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, 

in those that hope in his mercy. 
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, 

O Zion. 
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For he hath streng^thened the bars of thy gates ; 

he bath blessed thy chiidreo within thee. 
He maketh peace in thy borders^ and fiUeth thee 

with the finest of the wheat. 
He sendeth forth his conmiandment upon earth : 

his word runneth ver| swiftly. 
He ipveth snow like wool: he seattereth the hoar- 
frost like ashes. 
He castetii forth his ice like morsels : who can 

stand before his cold ? 
He sendeth out his word^ and melteth them: he 

causeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. 
He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and 

his judgments unto Israel* 
He hath not dealt so with any nation : and at for 

his judgments, they have not known them. 
. Praise ye the Lord. 

This is a very blessed Psalm of thanksgiving for 

the various unecj^ualled and infinite mercies and 
gifts of God. 

In the first place* it thanks him for that espeeial 
merey-*his regarding in, and miraoulously delivering 
out of, allllctions, the nations of Israel, his peculiar 
people, and the city of Jerusalem, though placed in 
the midst of Gentile enemies. 

In the next place, it blesses God for that great 
and unspeakable metcy, his giving^ throu<2;hQut all 
the earth, to the godly and to the ungodly, to the 
grateful and to the uograteful, all neeessary food 
and gladness of heart, as Paul saith, Aets xit. 17. 
*^ FilUug the hearts ui men with food and glad- 
ness." 

And more espeeially the Psalmist renders thanks 
unto God for his refreshing, reviving, and eomforling 
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with his consolations, the hearts of the godly when 
distressed and weakened by the devil, and barat 
9Pf as it were^ bf tke greatneis oi tiie temptatiaiiSf 
and for helping then in all times of their temptip 
tion, afniction, and laboor. 

Again, it tbaoks him for giving rain from heaven 
and Iniilful seasons, both nnto the e? il and nnto the 
good ; and for giving food onto men and onto all 
the beasts of the earth ; even so, that he saffeietb 
not even the ravens to hunger. 

Atid above all, the Psalmist gives thanks unto 
God, bocaiise ho heaia and regards the godly, who 
call upon hin ; and that, especially in Jemsalem ; 
which is the place of his name and of his word; 
and beoanse lie giveth Jerusalem, his city, civil 
peaoe, asd a bappj state of government. 

Further, the Psalmist praises God for health of 
body and liis blessing therein, and for the good 
bringing up of children, and domestic order and 
prosperity. And also for defmiee against all oot- 
ward enemies, and for the preservatioii of the 
boundaries of their land, and for national peace 
and happiness. And, finally, be bless c $ God Itt 
the riehness and fertility of the land of indab, aiif 
for the abmdaaee of its fmits. | 

The chosen people of God, and the elect placi 
of his Zion have the privilege, above all other af 
tions, of being blessed with the word and the woisll 
of God. Wherefore they, above all others, shi 
forth the works of God and his wonders anujn^^ tl 
people. And all the creatures of God, and his dai 
wonders, and blessings of rain, snow, dew» fia 
&e. are more clearly known where his word ■ 
worship are, than among idolatrous nations, vu 
f have neither the prophets, nor the Spirit, nor 
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word, nor see his works, though they daily enjoy 
his creatnies and all his heavenly gifts and mercies ; 
an all wliieh abndaiit gifts mad ■wieies they feed 

like swine ; for as they are ignorant of the word, 
they are altogether ignorant of God. 



PSALM CXLYIIL 

Th* PtalmiMi txkorUth tie cekstml, the terrentrial, and the rational 

creature* to praise God, 

Pbais£ ye the Lord. Praise ye the Low from the 
heavens : praise him in the heights. 

Praise ye him, all his angels : praise ye him, all his 
hosts. 

Praise ye him, san and moon : praise him» all ye 

stars of light. 
Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters 

that be above the heavens. 
Let them praise the name of the Load: for he 

eommanded, and they were ereated* 
He hath also stablished them for ever and ever : 

he hath made a decree which shall not pass. 
Praise the LoBi> from the earth, ye dragons, and 

all deeps : 

Fire aad hail; snow and vapour; stormy wind 

fulfilling his word : 
MoBBtains, and all hills; £raitfal trees, and aU 

eedars: 

Beasts, and all cattle ; creeping things, and flying 
fowl: 

Kings of tiw earth, aad aU people ; prinees, and 
all judges of the earth : 
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Both yoang men and maidens ; old men and chil- 
dren : 

X^et them praise the name ot the Lord : for his 
name alone is excellent ; bis glory m above the 
earth and heayen. 

He rIso exalteth the horn of his people, the 
praise oi all his saints ; even oi the children of 
Israel, a people near onto bim. Praise ye the 
Lord. 

This is a Psalm of thanksgiving; wherein the Psalm- 
ist calls apoQy and exhorts all creatore8» both in 
b^ven and In earth, to praise God ; calling more 
especially on Jiis saints, tlic cliildren of Israel, among 
whom is the word and the worship of God. 

In this Psalm yon may remark this blessed doc- 
trine, that all orders of men, all kinds of life, which 
are created of God, are good, — that is, kings, magis- 
trates, judges, young men, old men, &c. For if to 
bold the office of a magistrate and to hear and jodge 
causes were of itself wicked, then sach magistrates 
conld not call upon and praise God, nor would the 
Holy Spirit exhort them in this Psalm to that praise 
of God. And where there are magistrates and laws, 
kings and princes, there also there are sobjects, town- 
sergeants and constables. And there also tliere must 
be artificers in the cities, and men-servants and maid- 
servants, and coantrymen, and soldiers, &c. And, 
again, where there are young men and old men, there 
are also wives and children, and so whole families 
and households. 

All these things are good and holy gifts of God, 
and by no means to be condemned or refused, as 
the pope blasphemously saith they are. All these 
things, moreoveri show that their ali4ugh and Ai- 
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Blighty Creator it good ; and that all these his good 
ereatares ought to speak his praise, to sound it forth 

with thousands of tongues, and to celebrate this 
infinite goodness and the countless and unspeakable 
mercies of God ! 

If, therefore, thou desirest, eoutrarj to the blas«> 
phemous doctrine of the pope, and all like him, to 
know how supremely ^ood all the creatures oi God 
are, from the least of theai even to the greatest of 
them ; then, suppose to thyself that one of these crea- 
tures, out of the universal whole, were deficient or 
wanting, for one short moment ; suppose there were 
- no fire or no aun for a moment's space CTen ; suppose 
there were no women, no infantine offspring ; — sup- 
pose, I say, any dciiciency of this kind: by this 
tho(j][;ht thou wilt immediately feel that no one can 
suifieiently praise God, even for one of his creatures f 
And how many creatures has he formed I What 
worlds of goodness has he created I 

PSALM CXLIX. 

Tht grophet exhorteth to praise Cod for hia love to the church, and /or 
that power which iie iiath yiven to the church. 

Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a aew 
song, and his praise in the congregation of 
saints. 

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him : let the 

children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
Let them praise his name in the dance : let 
them sing praises unto him with the timhrei and 
harp. 

For the Lord takcth pleasure in his people: he 

will beautify the meek with salvation. 

sc 
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ijet the saiats be joyfal in glory : let ihtm sing 

alood apoo their beds. 
tet the high ptrmiuf of God he In their numth, and 

a two-edged sword in their hand ; 
To execute vengeance upon the heathen^ and pan- 
' ishments upon the people; 
To bind their kings wit|| ehains, and their noMes 

with fetters of iron ; 
To execule upon them the jndgment written : 
this honour have all his saists. Praise ye the 
Lord. 

Tuis Psalm is also a Psalm of thanksgiving for that 
infinite goodness of God, his being merciful to his 
people ; and for assuring them, by his word, and by 

his promises of his p^ood will towards them ; and that 
he will hear them, regard them, and have mercy 
upon them. To which immense goodness of God, 
no thanks of his people can be equal. And that 
treasure of mercy, which is greater than the whole 
world unto aiHicted consciences, — that God freely 
promises to his people his blessing, in the seed of 
Abraham, and the remission of sins ; and does not 
regard their unworthiness in the gift; — that trea- 
sure of mercy, I say, is greater than the mind of man 
is capable of conceiving. 

This Psalm, therefore, (if we may so speak) is pro* 
perly a Psalm of the New Testament Hence the 
Psalmist saith, ** Sing unto the Lord a new song:" 
showing that all praise is to be song unto the king 
of Israel and of Zion ; whom all ought to laud with 
rejoicing, ** upon their beds : that is, in the churches 
and temples wlicrc they meet for worship* as the 
prophet Isaiah also mentions their temples, their 
altars, their beds, and their couches, where Israel 
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oommitted foraieation; that is, worshipped their 

idols. 

And that also pertains to the New Testament where 
the Psalmist saith, And a two-edged sword in their 
handy to exeente veogeanee on the heathen, and to 
bind their kings with chains/' This is not to be un- 
derstood simply of the Jews or of the Mahometans, 
with respect to any earthly tyranny ; bat this is the 
Teai^ance promised in the scriptures; which the 
seed of Abraham, that is, the Israelites and the apos- 
tles, should execute by the sword of the Spirit, hy 
which they should destroy idolatry in so many na- 
tionsy and should pot to shame the wisdom of the 
whole worlds as tile apostle Paul saith. 2 Con x/ 



PSALM CL. 

« 

Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanc- 
tuary : praise him in the lirmaiuent of his 
power. 

Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him ac« 
oording to his excellent gpreatness. 

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet; praise 

him with the psaltery and harp. 
Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise 

him with stringed instruments and organs. 
Praise him upon the load cymbals: praise him 

upon the high sounding cymbals* 
Let CYj^ry thing that hath breath praise the Lord* 

Praise ye the Lord* 

This is a Psalm of praise, written tor the people of 

3 c a 
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IsrMl, (to praise God ia his holiness, or in his sane- 
taary) : that is, to praise him for that iofioito and 
oneqaalled mercy, of ereeting his sanotoary, his 
Uibernacle, his ark, his mercy-scat among the Israel- 
ites; and thereby making Jerusalem the place of his 
dwelling. For God dwelt in that plaee, the city of 
Jerasalem, asin tlie heaveo of liis lialntation. Henoe 
other prophets call that people " the heaveos," and 
the place of the habitation, of the name, and of the 
word of God. Because the presence^ the power, and 
the majesty of God are there, where lie maniCBSts 
himself forth by his acts and his wonderful works. 

The Psalmist then mentions many musical instra- 
ments, which were used by the people of Israel ia 
their worship, aeeording to the appointed ceremonies 
of the Levitical worship and priesthood. But among 
Christians and the people of the New Testament, the 
trumpet, psaltery, the harp, th e timbrels, are the gospel 
itself in the ministration of the word. 
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CONCLUDING ADMONITION. 

I WOULD, in conclusion, have all godly souls (whom 
SataOt without ceasing, harasses with temptatiqns,) 
to bear in mind that aU the laodatory Paaimi» or 
Psalma of tbaniuigiving, are alio proniisea of God, 

designed to Jift up, to sustain, and to refresh af- 
fiioted consciences, and to furnish them with argu- 
menU against the devil ; assuring them that Qod is 
the God of peace, of life, of eonsolation, and not the 
God of misery, cruelty, and damnation. For when 
David and other saints thus joyfully, and with all 
possible abandanoe of expression, praise Gtod, they 
thereby show forth nnto all the afllioted, that God 
never forsakes his own in their temptations, but 
pities all such ; and that he gives them breathing- 
times in their conflicts, succoars them in their dis- 
tresses, beholds their oontrite hearts, gives them in 
due time an end of their afflictions, delivers them 
from all evils, and oft-times most sweetly and mar- 
vellously comforts them. 

Wherefore, every thanksgiving in the Psalms, is 
at the same time, a promise of grace, and a sweet 
doctrine to the tempted and the afflicted : because 
thereby is shown, by the example of David and of 
others, that God regardetb the afflicted, heareth all 
that call upon him, and giveth peace unto them in 
all the Various afflictions under which they labour. 

Learn thou well then how to gather, throughout 
the book of Psalms, the blessed argument against 
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the de^il, contained in the words, Praise ye THE 
Loiu^i'' It was this that comforted David himself 
while praising God : for they are not the dead that 
praise the Lord, nor they that are swallowed np of 
wjrrow, nor they that g:o down into hell ! 

As therefore God ceaseth not, during this short 
and momentoQS life, to try and prove his charch» by 
eansiog herto mdergo these many and great offences, 
temptations, and afflictions, and these most bitter 
hatreds of Satan and of the word; so he will, as 
soreIy» most manreilonsly and excellently comfort 
her from heaven, and deliver her, and save her! 

All, therefore, that believe, how many soever they 
be, and how many or great soever their afilictions, 
are ever lifted up by the consolations of God. And 
hence God will comfort ns also, and all saints; and 
he will opijn our mouths to praise hini; tiiat Satan 
may be confounded in ail his devices and in ail his 
works, and that Jesus Christ, the Lord oar God, 
may be glorified! who, with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth, One God, blessed 
for evermore. Amen. 
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THE PRINTER 

TO THE GODLY READER, GREETING. 

Bbhold, we here present unto thee, good Reader, 

the summary Cominentary of Doctor Martin Luther, 
collected from his mouth by those that heard him, 
with all possible care and diligence. We coold 
scarcely obtain leave from the holy author to edit 
this commentary in his name: because he felt that 
many things were wanting in this extemporaneous 
explication, which a diligent writing down might 
have rendered more perfect and more dear. But as 
he was satisfied ihat the sense and substance of each 
Psalm were every where faithfully given, and that 
a very important part of the true religion was here 
copiously handled ; he was, under these assurances, 
the more u illin^ to overlook any thini^ that might be 
wanting in the way of greater correctness, and loftier 
language and expression. 

We hope, therefore, that this our labour will not 
be unacceptable to the lovers of the Holy Scriptures 
and divine things. For they will here see how bless- 
edly this great man opened and taught the word of 
God, and what his only aim and object were 
therein. And they will also be the better enabled to 
judge of the writings of others. For while others 
devote all their labours, pains, and aims, to thrust 
their books upon the world ; they never, in those 
books, touch in the least upon those things which 
form the substance of the true religion I Reader, 
farewell I May thy soul be blessed by our labour! 
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